HARRIS TOWNSHIP PARKS AND RECREATION
ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MINUTES – FEBRUARY 15, 2006

Present:  Deb Ellis, Diane Farr, Sharon Faulkner, Roy Harpster, Bruce Lord, Bob Potter, Township Manager Amy Farkas. 

Non-members present:  Dan Jones

Minutes – The minutes of January 18, 2006, were approved with the deletion of the italicized comments about total park land in the TOA development.

Yoder Preserve – Dan Jones reviewed the Summary Report of a Master Plan Study for Stan Yoder Memorial Preserve.  Focusing on the Preliminary Design section, Dan discussed the need for proactive communication with the neighbors about managing the vegetation on the property.  There was an acknowledgement that in 2005 the mowing activity was misunderstood by some community members. He emphasized that the mowing was done to maintain the diversity of the flora.  Dan recommended mowing annually or bi-annually in late winter or early spring.  Bruce noted that the management of the vegetation through mowing is an educational opportunity which can be presented to the community through signage and photographs of the progress.

Motion:  To support the Preliminary Design as presented in four sections in the Summary Report of the Yoder Preserve, the Committee passed a motion to initiate signage for Yoder Preserve prior to the first mowing treatment. 
Motion:  The Committee passed a motion to accept the attached plan as presented for the parking lot, including mowing at the entrance to the Preserve and moving the park sign to improve visibility for cars as they exit the park.

Dan suggested a first priority for the Preserve is to improve the steep grade at the entrance for the purposes of 1) making a suitable entrance for the machinery needed to maintain the park and 2) making an access for people.  Access for people may be developed through a “switch-back” design.
Centre Region Parks and Recreation report – Roy Harpster told the Committee that the Blue Spring ice hockey area had been vandalized and that the dirt pile at Nittany View Park had been moved to Fasick Park for use in the infield.  The “Joint Articles of Agreement for the Regional Park Program” is to be signed by all municipalities for the purpose of acquisition and development of regional parks.  Roy also noted that he has been appointed by CRPR to the Centre Regional Recreational Authority.

Strategic Plan – Bruce Lord shared with the Committee a survey “Recreation Needs in Pennsylvania” and data focused on Centre County that he had extracted from the report.  To begin the process of preparing a needs assessment for Harris Township, Deb requested that each member read through the survey and select 10 questions which would best serve a Harris Township survey. Bruce will also circulate a preliminary set of questions to the Committee via email to initiate the process.  A final format to survey Harris Township residents is not yet determined. 
Future discussion item:  Is the Centre Region interested in an area-wide survey, which could be funded by the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources’ Bureau of Recreation and Conservation?
Traditions of America – Amy will note the exceptions to the Committee’s recommendations and notify TOA developers.  The Committee was informed that the perimeter and interior paths are allowed as open space, however the area beside the path may not be designated open space.  Roy distributed a handout with the dimensions of pavilions in parks in Harris Township for comparison and the Committee is recommending a pavilion with the dimensions of 30 feet by 40 feet.  
Manager’s Report –Prior to the meeting, Amy circulated a summary of the Committee’s 2006 work plan as discussed at the January meeting. She has also summarized the Committee’s recommendations for parkland/open space for TOA and clarified for the Committee the requirements of the Parkland/Open space Ordinance as it applies to the TOA development.  Amy noted that the Board of Supervisors will be meeting with Township committees – Planning, Parks and Rec, Shade Tree – on Wed, Feb 22. Purposes are for the BOS to become more familiar with the work of each Township committee and to offer a forum for an exchange of ideas between the each committee and the BOS.

March agenda -  
Strategic Plan for Parks and Rec Committee



Review the draft of the official township map




Review Parks and Rec budget spending and plan for spend out

April agenda - 
Parks tour with CRPR – 4:45 p.m.

Meeting adjourned – 9:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Faulkner

Attachments            1. Parking area drawing for Yoder Preserve

2. 2006 work plan

3. Recommendations for TOA – 1-19-06



