HARRIS TOWNSHIP PARKS AND RECREATION

ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MINUTES

JUNE 21, 2006

ATTENDANCE:  Debra Ellis, Roy Harpster, Amy Farkas, Diane Farr, Sharon Faulkner,  Susan Hammerstedt, Bruce Lord, and Bob Moore.

MINUTES:  The minutes were approved as corrected.

Bob Moore, a Township resident met with the Committee to discuss Yoder Park.  Plans were discussed for the maintenance of the Preserve.  He expressed thanks to the Committee for the thorough planning and attention to natural habitat.

CRPR REPORT—Roy Harpster 

· CRPR is working on a Park Forest pool master plan.  There are four concepts that have been presented to committee.

· DCNR approved a grant of $159,000 for the Whitehall tract.

· Legal documents for the Ownership of Agreements are being processed for the Whitehall and Oak Hall tracts.

MANAGERS REPORT—Amy Farkas

1 Nittany View—The sundial was lacquered by an anonymous person, and it looks very good.

2 Parking area at Yoder—some trees will need to be cut down for visibility and for police surveillance.

3 Liberty Hill—The Township will receive $20,000 for park improvements when the first phase of Liberty Hill (name for Traditions of America development) begins.

4 DCNR grants—The Township still qualifies for small community grants but will need 20% of matching funds.  Center Region has agreed to do so. Greg Roth and Ron Woodhead suggested that we do a playground safety upgrade plan for Blue Springs and Kaywood.  The committee agreed but will also include Fasick Park.

Motion:  The Committee recommends that Amy Farkas work on a grant to address ADA issues for accessibility and safety issues in Harris Township parks.

5 Ron Woodhead has suggested that the Township consider adding Nittany View Park to the CRPR reservation list.  The Committee passed the following motion:

Motion:  The Committee recommends that Nittany View Park be placed in the CRPR reservation system.

6 The Township sold a 30 ft. strip of land to add to the property of two Kaywood residents:  Alan Jackson & Jim Silvis for the amount of $2,500.

7 The cost of the Harris Township Community Survey of $103 was split between the Shade Commission and Parks and Recreation Advisory committee.

8 The Shade Tree Commission recommended that we plant more trees at Nittany View Park and do the following distribution in these areas:

1/3 parking area

1/3 perimeter

1/3 buffer around where people live

A list of what species should be planted in each area will be submitted to Amy Farkus.

The issue of weeds in the path at Nittany View Park was discussed.  The Committee felt that water runoff was probably an issue that needed to be addressed at the same time.  Possibly there might be a volunteer to look at grading the path according to ADA specifications.   

EAGLE SCOUT PROJECTS

Several projects are available in the parks.  Some ideas to consider are to:

--replace the circle bench in the tot at Fasick Park.  

--rework the bird walk

--build doggie station at Yoder

--identify and label and develop educational materials in a couple of the parks

--plant trees at Nittany View Park

The Committee decided that developing educational materials in Yoder take precedent.

DEDICATION OF YODER PARK

A previous suggested date was this coming October.  Deb will contact Patti DeVeccia to tell her that we support the idea of a dedication and that she should begin making plans.  They have money to cover the cost.  The Committee estimates that it will cost about  $3,500 for the signage at the entrance to the park (kiosk) and in the “rooms.”  

ADJOURNMENT:  8:42 p.m.

