HARRIS TOWNSHIP PARKS AND RECREATION
ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MINUTES – January 18, 2006
Present:  Committee Members - Deb Ellis, Diane Farr, Sharon Faulkner, Susan Hammerstedt, Roy Harpster, Bob Potter, Township Manager Amy Farkas.
Others present – DJ. Liggett, Brown Vincent, Jim Wagner.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00.

Minutes – The minutes of the December 14, 2005 were approved as corrected for  spelling.
Traditions of America  -  Jim Wagner, Engineer for TOA, and Brown Vincent, principal for TOA, shared with the Committee the revised preliminary plan for the development proposed for the Harpster Farm. The drawing showed higher density housing closer to the proposed entrance on route 45. Interior roads are designed to encourage more traffic towards route 45 and less onto Memorial Drive.  The map includes a paved vehicle entrance onto Belle Ave. and a pedestrian walkway onto the intersection of Harris and Ishler Ave.  Interior road width is reduced by two (2) feet from 28 feet to 26 feet.  

The Committee noted that the bike path as drawn does not connect Memorial Drive to route 45 as desired.  The Committee also noted the lack of the walkway on the southeastern side of the development.  DJ advised the developers that a bike path may not be considered parkland if it is located in the setback area of the housing.  The bike paths will be managed by the homeowners’ association.  Wetlands and storm water runoff areas are not acceptable as parkland. 
The Committee questioned the developers on the total acreage of parkland.  The PRD requires 30% of the total development land acreage to be open space and 50% of that to be parkland.   The developer showed 24.75 acres of open space - 4 acres in the public park, 2.7 acres in the clubhouse and associated recreational facilities, 12.47 acres as quasi-public land, 8.76 acres in pocket parks, walking trails and passive recreation areas. The Committee recommends two (2) parking spaces at the corner of Ishler and Harris Ave and four (4) spaces, with one being paved as a handicapped space, at the development side of the public park.  The Committee requests that the developer provide the public park with a 30 X 40 foot pavilion, handicapped bathroom with screening, tot play apparatus, trash/recycling containers, and grills.  In addition, the Committee recommended several benches along the perimeter walkway.  The developer will calculate the total acreage in open space and parkland. Using the PRD Parkland Ordinance, the Committee will determine if sufficient parkland is provided and make recommendations to the BOS. DJ Liggett, Centre Region Planner, recommends against accepting non-delineated land as parkland. 
Eagle Scout Project Funds – Deb Ellis met with the Troup 380 Leadership Roundtable.  A detailed agreement to fund Eagle Scout projects with Harris Twp. Scout funds was developed and is detailed in the attached memo.  

Manager’s report – Amy reported that the 2006 budget has $26,462 for parks and recreation plus $5,000 for Eagle Scout projects.  The priorities for spending are listed on the attached spreadsheet.

The Committee passed a motion to approve the 2006 Parks and Recreation budget and to establish a Parks and Recreation capital fund at the end of 2006 if any funds remain unspent.
Strategic plans for 2006 – The Committee set as goals for 2006:

· Yoder Preserve Development

· Address safety concerns at all parks

· Revise master plan at Nittany View Park, consider use of McShea funds

· Develop five year strategic park plan

· Add parks capital budget

Miscellaneous – The Harvest Field’s development engineer plans to meet with the Township to present plans.


Future agendas – February 
· Invite Dan Jones, Yoder Preserve Planner to attend

· Develop survey questions for community input to parks

· Review Harvest Fields’ plan

· Develop timeline for spending 2006 budget

   March

· Planning for public meeting for Yoder Preserve

· Plan installation of new equipment

· Review Survey

  April

· Visit parks

· Park assignments:  

· Kaywood – Susan

· Fasick – Roy

· Yoder – Bruce and Diane

· Country Place  - Deb

· Blue Spring – Bob

· Nittany View – Sharon

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00.

Next meeting – February 15, 2006

7:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Faulkner

