HARRIS TOWNSHIP

Planning Commission

REGULAR MEETING
Minutes of December 19, 2005
7:00 PM

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Chairman Mary Ann Kresen, Vice-Chairman Bob Igo, Ed Benner, Ronald Buckalew, Charles J. Keener, Bob Potter. Paul Weener joined the meeting at 7:02 p.m.
OTHERS PRESENT:

Amy Farkas, Township Manager; Todd Shea, Zoning/Ordinance Enforcement Officer; Phyllis Favorite, Staff Assistant; D.J. Liggett, CRPA; and Ray Regan, PennTerra Engineering.
​CALL TO ORDER


Chairman Kresen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

It was moved by Mr. Buckalew, and seconded by Mr. Potter, to approve the minutes of November 21, 2005. Mr. Potter noted that a parking reference he made regarding the Freeman change-in-use request should be changed to impervious. The motion was approved unanimously, 6 to 0.
PUBLIC COMMENT


Chairman Kresen asked for public comment. None was received.
PLANNING COMMISSION BUSINESS

A. Pifer Minor Subdivision Sewage Facilities Planning Module 
Chairman Kresen noted that Ray Regan of PennTerra Engineering had submitted a minor subdivision plan for the Pifer property on West Branch Road. The subdivision would create a 1.6 acre lot from the farm lot. The property is not in the Sewer Service Area (SSA); therefore, a planning module was submitted that must be reviewed by the PC before forwarding to the Board, and then DEP. She asked Ms. Liggett to comment.
Ms. Liggett reported that the sewage plan was reviewed by the Sewage Enforcement Officer (SEO) and approved. She added that he found that both lots are perc-able. The planning module was reviewed by both the SEO and her. The sewage site is not directly on the proposed subdivided lot, and she has concerns about the proximity of the sewage line to the floodplain. She did question the SEO about this: he commented that it is just outside of the 50-foot limit, and he cannot turn the request down. Therefore, since it meets the SEO’s requirements, there is no reason to not approve the planning module.
Mr. Keener moved to recommend approval of the Pifer Minor Subdivision Sewage Planning Module to the Board of Supervisors. Mr. Igo seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 7 to 0.
OTHER BUSINESS

Chairman Kresen asked about setting a meeting date in January, since the office is closed on the usual meeting date. Mr. Buckalew moved to have the Planning Commission meet on Tuesday, January 17, 2006, at 7:00 p.m. Mr. Weener seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 7 to 0.


Chairman Kresen noted that this is PC member Bob Potter’s last meeting. She thanked him for his service to the Commission. Mr. Potter stated he was pleased to have served, and would find a way to continue serving the Township in the future.

Chairman Kresen asked for a report from the nominating committee of Ron Buckalew and Paul Weener. Mr. Weener reported that the committee proposed Mr. Igo for Chairman, and Ms. Kresen for Vice-Chairman. No other nominations were received. Mr. Potter moved to elect Mr. Igo as Chairman of the Planning Commission, and Ms. Kresen as Vice-Chairman. Mr. Keener seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 7 to 0.

Ms. Liggett urged members of the Planning Commission to attend the General Forum meeting to be held on December 20, 2005 if possible. The focus will be the update of the Act 537 Plan, and other impacts to consider in expanding the Regional Growth Boundary (RGB) and Sewer Service Area (SSA).
REPORTS
Zoning Permits:
No permits were circulated.
CRPC Report:
Mr. Buckalew presented his CRPC report. He referred to a report from Bob Crum of the CPRA, which summarized the work of the CPRA with regard to over 2,000 acres of land at the State Correctional Institute at Rockview that the Commonwealth recently sold or gave to Benner Township, the Fish and Game Commission, Penn State, and the CBICC. He said David Breon, a Supervisor from Benner Township, and Rob Fugate of the Nittany Valley Planning Commission spoke about the acreage and addressed apprehensions regarding the Rockview land. Ms. Liggett added that sewage capacity concerns, as well as the Chesapeake Bay Tributary Strategy, may complicate use of the land.
Adjournment

Mr. Keener moved to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Potter seconded the motion. Chairman Kresen adjourned the meeting at 7:55 p.m.

Submitted by,
Amy Farkas, Township Manager



1

