HARRIS TOWNSHIP

Board of Supervisors - Minutes

November 13, 2000


HARRIS TOWNSHIP

Planning Commission

Minutes  April 16, 2001

7:30PM


1. MEMBERS PRESENT

Paul Weener, Chairman, Ronald Buckalew, Vice Chairman, Dan Duffy, Mary Ann Kresen, Edward Benner. 

2.
OTHERS PRESENT 

Randy Aikens, resident and Brad Karch, KB&B

3.
CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Weener called the April 16, 2001 meeting of the Harris Township Planning commission to order at 7:32PM. 

4.
APROVAL OF THE MINUTES

Vice Chairman Buckalew stated that he had editorial comments that he would provide to the recording secretary.  

Upon a motion by vice Chairman Buckalew, seconded by Ms. Kresen and carried unanimously the minutes of the February 19, 2001 meeting of the Harris Township Planning Commission were approved:  ayes – 5; 

Nays – 0.

5.
CITIZEN COMMENT
Representing the owners of the Springfield Mobile Home court, Mr. Karch stated that in February the Planning Commission recommended that the R-3 zoned section of land preciously occupied by Springfield Mobile Home Park remained zoned R-3.  Further, recommending that the owners give consideration to preservation of the spring and forest areas, providing an alternate access to SR0322 from the property, buffering landscape be planted between this property and the adjacent R-1 and development of an on-site park.  

At that time the property owners suggested that a piece of property previously donated to the Boalsburg Village Conservancy may be available for construction of direct access from this property to SR0322; however, a land development plan has recently been submitted for that property. 

6.
PLANNING COMMISSION BUSINESS
A.
Village District Study Committee

Upon a motion by Chairman Weener, seconded by Vice Chairman Buckalew and carried unanimously, the Board appointed Mr. Bob Potter to sere as Chair of the Village District Study Committee; to select a Committee of 6 persons to serve on the Committee, and to report the membership of the Committee to the Planning Commission at the May meeting;  Ayes – 5; Nays – 0.

B. The Interchange Overlay Zone Model Ordinance
Mr. Crum explained that it is the intention of the Model Ordinance to provide a mechanism to ensure that if higher density development occurs around interchanges, it will meet a minimum set of standards.  

Mr. Crum stated that he has reviewed his notes and would suggest that the Commission consider three areas in which the Ordinance would apply: Oak Hall, RT0045 interchange and RT0322 at the Mount Nittany Expressway. 

Mr. Duffy asked what specific limitations would be around the interchange. 

Mr. Crum responded that each municipality would delineate regulations.  The Interchange Overlay Model Ordinance proposed by the I-99 Community Partnership for Sustainable Development is a tool that can be adapted and utilized by each municipality. 

Ms. Kresen asked if there was a method by which a graphic could be created that would depict potential requirements.

Mr. Crum responded that it would be possible, adding that he would prepare graphics depicting both quarter and half mile overlays.  

C. Ordinance No. 196 – Cell Tower Ordinance 

Based on recent discussion with persons interested in locating a cell tower on or near his property, Chairman Weener asked the Board of Supervisors to consider evaluation of the cell tower ordinance that may need to be strengthened to adequately control the placement of towers.  

Mr. Weener stated that several Centre Region Municipalities have regulations that restrict cell towers on the mountain ridges, noting that the Harris Township Ordinance has no such provision. 

Mr. Crum provided information from the College Township Ordinance which states:

“Maximum height of communications towers:  200 feet, measured from the average natural grade of the approved facility area to the top point of the tower or antenna, whichever is greater, except for locations above elevation 1,400 feet as shown on United States Geological Survey Topographic Quadrangel mapping, in which case, the maximum height shall be 50 feet or the average height of the trees…’’
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