HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Regular Meeting

Minutes of September 11, 2006

The regular meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors was called to order on September 11, 2006, at 7:30 p.m. in the Township meeting room by Chairman Clifford Warner. In attendance were Vice-Chairman Dennis Hameister, Supervisor Charles Graham, Supervisor Chris Lee, and Supervisor Nigel Wilson.
Also in attendance were Todd Shea, Zoning/Ordinance Enforcement Officer; Phyllis Favorite, Staff Assistant; D.J. Liggett, CRPA Planner; Don Franson Township Engineer; Brian Grieco, Hilary Becker, and Jonathan Noronma, C-NET; Van Winter, Boalsburg Fire Company; Fred Henry, Henry Surveys; Fred DiMuccio, Oelbermann Minor Subdivision
Approval of Minutes

Vice-Chairman Hameister moved to approve the minutes of the Public Hearing and the regular meeting of August 14, 2006. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion to approve the minutes was unanimous.
Public Comments

Chairman Warner asked for comment regarding items that were not on the agenda. Vice-Chairman Hameister noted that there was a groundbreaking ceremony held September 11th for the new Centre County Emergency Services Training Facility. He thanked the Boalsburg Fire Company (BFC) for its service, and commended the BFC Color Guard for its participation in the ceremony. He presented a gold shovel to BFC Fire Chief Van Winter in commemoration of the event. Chief Winter thanked the Township for their support.
TOWNSHIP BUSINESS

A. Oelbermann Minor Subdivision and Sewage Facilities Planning Module 

Supervisor Lee moved to reopen the discussion from the August meeting regarding the Oelbermann Minor Subdivision. Vice-Chairman Hameister seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.


Mr. Shea reviewed the history of the Oelbermann Minor Subdivision
 and prior deliberation about options for fire protection, which the developer, Fred DiMuccio, was seeking to have waived by the Board. He noted in particular that after consulting the Township Solicitor, the Solicitor had concluded that the fire protection regulations apply regardless of the type of subdivision. He added that the Planning Commission had reviewed the planning module and recommended its approval to the Board; staff concurred with the recommendation. Mr. Shea recommended that a decision on the fire protection waiver request be made before the October 8 deadline, which is the day before the Board’s October meeting. Otherwise, the Board should seek an extension from the developer if more time is needed.

Vice-Chairman Hameister moved to approve Resolution 06-14 approving the Oelbermann Minor Subdivision Sewage Facilities Planning Module. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

Ms. Liggett stated that she had concerns regarding allowing a waiver of the water storage tank requirement for the property. She said the owner could possibly use the proximate private tank placed by the Saonas if there was a written agreement with the Saonas and the concept was agreeable to the BFC. She added that another issue is the width of the access, which is deficient by two feet, and she asked if this was allowable by the BFC’s standards.

Chief Winter reviewed requirements for fire protection of the proposed subdivision, and noted that a survey of the property did not include a structure. While the placement of the current private tank may be within the distance to the proposed lot’s plot lines in general, the placement of a new structure may negate that.


Supervisor Graham questioned the request for a waiver. Mr. Shea said that on paper it would seem the fire protection ordinance requirements are met. However, since there is neither an existing structure from which to take measurements, nor an agreement between Mr. DiMuccio and the Saonas for use of the Saonas’ private water tank at this time, no water source for fire protection of the DiMuccio property has been firmly designated. Therefore, the plan cannot be approved without that designation. He added that the question is whether a private tank can be used no matter what the circumstances. Ms. Liggett added that the cost to install a tank is expensive and it seemed unfair to allow others to use a tank when they did not bear the costs, although Chief Winter acknowledged that the Fire Company will use whatever water source is most proximate. General discussion ensued.

Supervisor Lee suggested that the fire ordinance should be revisited. Mr. Shea noted that a changed ordinance would not apply in this situation because a plan would have to meet the regulations that are in effect at the time a plan is submitted. He said that at this point Mr. DiMuccio has no right to use the Saonas’ tank. He added that this is an issue of health, safety, and welfare and that although the plan meets the letter of the law using the proximate measurements by the Fire Company, it does not meet the intent of the law to approve a subdivision with a house not in an established reach of a water storage tank. Mr. DiMuccio asked if there is a need to protect land with no buildings. Mr. Shea responded that regardless of that the ordinance goes into effect because he is doing a subdivision. 


General discussion ensued over the need to widen the road width. Mr. Shea pointed out that discussion to allow a waiver from the street ordinances cannot begin without a written request.

Mr. DiMuccio agreed to provide a time extension of 30 days granting the Board time to address outstanding issues. Mr. Shea said he would review outstanding questions with the Township Solicitor.

B. Beaumont Street Bid Award

Mr. Shea reported that bids were opened on September 7th for the Beaumont Street project. He introduced Don Franson, Township Engineer, to answer questions.

Mr. Franson said that the low bidder on the project was Glenn O. Hawbaker for the amount of $31,501.55. He recommended that the project be awarded to them.


Supervisor Wilson moved to award the bid for Beaumont Street to Glenn O. Hawbaker in the amount of $31,501.55. Vice-Chairman Hameister seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

C. Resolution 06-15: Submission of Grant to DCNR

Mr. Shea noted that the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee (PRAC) was seeking funds under DCNR’s Small Communities grant program to finish making safety and ADA upgrades to Blue Spring and Kaywood Parks. The amount of the request is $48,000.00. A match of $9,600.00 is required by the Township. A small portion of the match will be donated by Centre Region Parks and Recreation, and the remaining provided out of the Township’s general funds. If approved, the grant would be awarded in late 2007.

Supervisor Graham questioned who made the decision regarding how the grant would be spent. Mr. Shea said that the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee (PRAC) had made the recommendations for safety and ADA upgrades, which qualify for the grant.

Vice-Chairman Hameister moved to approve Resolution 06-15, authorizing the submission of a small communities grant for Blue Spring and Kaywood Parks. Chairman Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

OTHER

Supervisor Lee requested that the budget forum be televised at the October 8th Board meeting. Chairman Warner noted that he had already discussed the issue with Ms. Farkas, and that she would check with C-NET to see if they were available to attend the Budget Work Session scheduled for October 25th.

Supervisor Graham questioned the need for televised sessions, as all meetings are advertised and anyone is welcome to attend the budget work sessions. He added that all meetings filmed by C-NET are televised at a later date, and not at the time of the meeting.

The consensus was to have the manager contact C-NET to determine if they are available to tape the October 25th budget work session. 
MANAGER’S REPORT


A written report from Ms. Farkas was included in the agenda.

Vice-Chairman Hameister noted the dedication ceremony for the Yoder Preserve on Sunday, October 29th. 
APPROVAL OF VOUCHER SHEET 2006-9
Supervisor Graham moved to approve Voucher Sheet 2006-9, for a total expenditure of $114,033.42. Vice-Chairman Hameister seconded the motion. The motion to approve Voucher Sheet 2006-9 was approved unanimously.
COG/COMMITTEE REPORTS  
Executive Committee:  
Report distributed with agenda.

Personnel Committee:  
Supervisor Wilson reported that there was an update on the search for a new Fire Director.
Finance Committee:  
No report
              CACC:
Supervisor Graham discussed the issue of the cable franchise changes as addressed in Ms. Farkas’ Manager’s Report.
Public Services Committee: 
No report
Spring Creek Watershed Commission:  
Vice-Chairman Hameister noted the articles of agreement between the 14 municipalities that would retain the Commission, and that there would be a .05 per capita levied by each municipality that would maintain the administration. The Township’s share would likely come from the general fund.
Code Committee:  
Report distributed with agenda.

Transportation Committee & CCMPO:  
No reports
Ad Hoc Regional Parks & 

Recreation Committee                                   Report distributed with agenda. 

Chairman Warner noted a report from State College Borough Water Authority representative Gert Aron that was included in the agenda packet.
ADJOURNMENT


Vice-Chairman Hameister moved to close the meeting. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Chairman Warner adjourned the meeting at 8:41 p.m.
Submitted by,

Charles E. Graham, Jr., Township Assistant Secretary
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