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1.
CALL TO ORDER.

Chairman Hameister called the Public Meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

Mr. Miller stated the purpose of the hearing was to receive comment about proposed ordinance No. 216, “An Ordinance of Township of Harris, Centre County, PA, Amending the Harris Township Code of Ordinance Chapter 12, Zoning Regulations, Article VII, Section 9.2.3 Off-Street Parking and Loading Regulations, and Article CII, Section 9.1.5.”  Mr. Millerand Mr. Crum provided additional detail stating the proposed ordinance will add parking regulations for private and public recreation areas not currently covered by the ordinance and allowing mud free, stabilized parking to be substituted for paved parking areas on rural zoning districts.

Several Board members expressed a desire to promote absorption of storm water, thus encouraging the use of permeable stabilized surfaces for parking whenever possible.

Mr. Miller and Mr. Shea reminded the Board that this hearing would also be used to receive comment about placement of a monopole cell tower on the Brouse property, near the SCBWA water tank along Torrey Lane by Nextell Partners.  Mr. Larry Lahr, representing Nextel Partners confirmed the hearing had been advertised as required by ordinance.

Board members expressed concern about the proposed placement of the monopole tower relative to setbacks and wetlands on the property and expressed further concern about granting waiver of private road requirements to Nextel.  Mr. Lahr explained that traffic generated by Nextel would cooperate with the Board to assure no undue hardship is created.

2. ADJOURNMENT

Upon a motion made by Supervisor Graham, seconded by Supervisor Chesworth and carried unanimously, the Board moved to adjourn the public hearing.  Ayes – 5; Nays – 0.
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MEMBERS PRESENT:  Chairman Dennis Hameister, Vice Chairman John Tait, Supervisors Charles (Bud) Graham, Josephine Chesworth and Nigel Wilson

OTHERS PRESENT: Thomas Miller, Township Manager; Todd Shea, Zoning Officer; Lori Cahill, Township Secretary; Scott Rawson, Bruce Knox, Daniel J. Nestlerode and Ernest Bergman, Alpha Community Ambulance; Larry Lahr, Nextel Partners; John Drescher, C-Net; Roy Love and Patty Devecka, Stan Yoder Memorial Preserve.

CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Hameister called the October 8, 2001, meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors to order at 7:36 p.m.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: 

Upon a motion made by Vice-Chairman Tait, seconded by Supervisor Graham and carried unanimously, the Board moved to approve the minutes of September 10, 2001 and August 23, 2001. Ayes – 5; Nays – 0.

CITIZENS COMMENTS:

Roy Love stated that on October 15, 2001, the Stan Yoder Memorial Preserve would officially be a park of Harris Township.  

Mr. Love stated that fundraising will go into next year due to the fact that funds were short of $115,000.00 towards the purchase price of $642,000.00.  

Mr. Love stated that donations be made to Boalsburg Village Conservancy, P.O. Box 451, Boalsburg, PA (814) 466-1114 or (814) 466-7485.

Supervisor Chesworth complimented CATA who received a national award in Philadelphia dealing with the American Public Transportation Association. 

Chairman Hameister thanked the citizens and businesses for the Discovery Day held in downtown Boalsburg.

Chairman Hamesiter also stated that sympathies should be extended to the family of Boalsburg Fire Chief Van Winter whose father passed away.  He stated that he had authorized Mr. Miller to send flowers on behalf of Harris Township.

TOWNSHIP BUSINESS:

A. UNIVERSITY AREA JOINT AUTHORITY REPORT – BRIAN DEMPSEY.   Brian Dempsy was not in attendance.

B. ALPHA AMBULANCE REPORT.

Chairman Hameister welcomed Dan Nestlerode, Scott Rawson, Bruce Knox and Ernest Bergman attending on behalf of Alpha Ambulance Report.

Mr. Nestlerode stated that Alpha Ambulance received accreditation in 1999 which means they met higher standards than the State requires for ambulance services.

Mr. Nestlerode stated that the response time of an ambulance call is less than nine minutes.

Mr. Nestlerode stated that Alpha currently has five ambulances, soon to be seven, three non-emergency wheelchair vans and ninety-two (92) paid and volunteer employees.

He stated that the main headquarters in located on South Atherton Street.  There is a substation in Patton Township, a proposed new headquarters east of Damons Restaurant on College Avenue and Alpha owns a tract of land near Ponderosa Restaurant on South Atherton Street.

Mr. Nestlerode stated that Harris Township generates six percent (6%) of call volume.

Chairman Hameister questioned the per capita of the ambulance service.

Mr. Nestlerode replied by stating that he does not have that number.  He stated that they have approximately 6,000 calls per year.

He stated that they provide inter-facility transport for Centre Community, Health South, Nittany Valley Rehab, etc. and non-emergency van service for people that need bed to doctor and back to bed type of services.

Mr. Nestlerode stated Alpha Ambulance Service is self-funded and has an operating budget over $1,000,000.00, but only receives sixty-five percent (65%) of what is billed.  They receive some funds from investments; private funding; and an annual membership drive.

He stated that one ambulance is replaced every year for $120,000.00.

Chairman Hameister questioned the link with Centre Community Hospital.  Mr. Nestlerode stated that the hospital responds with a paramedic and Alpha sends an ambulance.  Alpha then bills the hospital.

Mr. Nestlerode indicated that the current ambulance facility is 3,000 square feet with 1,000 feet of garage space.  There are limited sleeping quarters and limited parking space.  

Mr. Nestlerode advised that the proposed solution to all problems is to construct a new 20,000 square foot headquarters, which is presently at the corner of College Avenue and Puddintown Road.  The projected cost is to be $3,000,000.00.

Mr. Nestlerode stated the new facility will have larger training rooms, adequate sleeping quarters, and a new office and equipment room.

Mr. Nestlerode stated that the proposed time line for fundraising is through December, 2002.

He stated that the amount estimated to be received from Townships and Boroughs is $750,000.00.  The amount received to date is $475,000.00 from all sources.

Mr. Nestlerode stated that the pledge amount being considered for Harris Township over a five (5) year period based on call volume for the Township would be $80,000.00 which equals $16,000.00 per year.

Mr. Nestlerode stated that Alpha has a medical director that takes an active part in the training of personnel and sets up a monthly education program.  He stated that the monthly meetings have been taking place at the Boalsburg Fire Station due to lack of space.

 
Supervisor Graham questioned if they receive any funds from hospitals or medical associations?

Mr. Nestlerode replied only for what is billed for patient services.  No donations are received.

Chairman Hameister suggested making a formal request to the Township.

Mr. Nestlerode stated that it would be in the form of a letter.

Supervisor questioned the total project price.

Mr. Nestlerode replied that it is $3,000,000.00.

Supervisor Wilson asked if the Township could be provided a printout of how the shares are established.

Mr. Nestlerode replied that he would do that.

C. NEXTEL CELL TOWER LAND DEVELOPMENT/SITE PLAN.

Todd Shea introduced and discussed the site plan for the Plan Waiver Request.

Mr. Shea introduced the waiver request of Chapter 11, Article IV, Section 2.1.2, which regards the private road standards. 

Bob Crum stated that the key issues have waiver requests, corner pins and co-locations.  

Larry Lahr stated that co-location of another service provider on the site would likely need only a “cabinet” not a structure.

Vice-Chairman Tait stated that it did not make sense not to have a private road agreement when three entities are involved.

Mr. Shea stated there is an agreement but that the Township is not a party.

Supervisor Wilson stated that he would like to see the maintenance agreement but that additional right-of-way for private road right-of-way serves no purpose.

Vice-Chairman Tait suggested a “scaled down” agreement that would include a “trigger” that would signal when a full-scale agreement should become effective.

Bob Crum stated that unnecessary addition of cartway width would add needlessly to storm water runoff.

Motion by Vice-Chairman Tait, seconded by Supervisor Wilson to approve the Nextell Cell Tower Land Development/Site Plan contingent upon compliance with staff memo recommendations and contingent upon execution of an access easement agreement with all three parties (Mr. Brouse, Harris Township Fish and Game Association and State College Borough Water Authority).  Ayes – 5; Nays – 0.

Board members reminded Mr. Lahr that the access easement must be to satisfaction of all parties, adding that any additional development, except co-location on the Nextel Tower will trigger implementation of private road standards.

D. ROOFING RENOVATIONS – BID AWARD.

Mr. Miller explained bids were received from three bidders, all of which were well above the architect estimated costs, stating the architect suggested “value engineering.”
Supervisor Graham expressed concern about whom the lowest “qualified” bidder was since the low bidder did not attend the mandatory pre-bid meeting.

Board members expressed concern about “value engineering” and determining the lowest qualified bidder.

Mr. Miller explained that re-bidding is also an option.
It was consensus of Board members to direct staff to consult with the Township Solicitor to determine if the Township is allowed to “value engineer” and to determine whom the lowest qualified bidder is.  Staff was directed to authorize Mr. Hoffman to contact and consult with bidders to find out what factors escalated bid.  Staff was directed to report this information at the October 18, 2001, work session of the Board.

E.       PROPOSED ORDINANCE 216

Vice-Chairman Tait questioned if this Ordinance is pertaining to if animal kennels need to have paved parking.  He questioned if it would matter what zone it is in.

Mr. Shea replied by stating that animal kennels are required to have paved parking no matter where they are.

Vice-Chairman Tait stated that it seemed like the intent was actually boarding kennels.  He stated that this should state boarding kennels.  

Mr. Shea stated that in animal kennels there is one space for 250 square feet of office and if it gets into boarding there is one space for each animal being held.

Todd Shea stated that when it was discussed several months ago, it was clear that archery ranges, campgrounds, riding stables, education centers, pistol ranges and skeet ranges would be in the country and that animal kennels could be located anywhere.

Mr. Shea stated that boarding kennels and animal kennels could be in locations where parking should be paved.  He stated that there should be a distinction between the two.

Vice-Chairman Tait stated that would be appropriate to consider that and it could be stated to differentiate between those in commercial zones as opposed to in agricultural areas.

Supervisor Graham questioned miniature golf and its requirements.

Mr. Crum replied by stating that parking for miniature golf is required to be paved.

Mr. Shea stated that the regulation is that if the amount of parking an establishment is required to have exceeds four spaces it has to be paved with the exception of bed and breakfast facilities.

Board members expressed concerns about whether enough spaces were designated for campgrounds and skeet.

Board members moved to postpone action pending amendment of proposed Ordinance 216 to address the concerns expressed .

F.     COG ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT.

Mr. Miller stated that the Ordinance is a draft and is based on ordinances to amend the COG Articles of Agreement adopted in the Centre Region.
Upon a motion by Supervisor Chesworth, seconded by Supervisor Wilson and carried unanimously, the Board moved to direct staff to advertise adoption of the proposed ordinance for public hearing and action at the November 12, 2001, Board meeting.  Ayes – 5; Nays –0.

G.        PROPOSED RESOLUTION NO. 01-13.

Mr. Miller stated that he is working on a grant application for funding of one-half the cost of constructing the tennis court at Nittany View Park.  The authorized signature of the Chair on certain documents included in the grant application is required.

Upon a motion made by Supervisor Graham, seconded by Vice-Chairman Tait and carried unanimously, the Board moved to approve Resolution No. 01-13.  Ayes – 5; Nays – 0.

H.      SIGNATURE APPROVAL.

Mr. Miller stated that Omega Bank has required approval by the Board of  Supervisors to authorize the finance manager to sign transfers and other financial transactions.

Supervisor Graham questioned if all parties are is bonded.  

Mr. Miller replied by stated that there is a blanket bond.

Supervisor Graham questioned the amount.

Mr. Miller stated $375,000.00, which is determined by the auditors.

Upon a motion made by Supervisor Wilson, seconded by Supervisor Chesworth and carried unanimously, the Board moved to provide Omega Bank with authorization for the Finance Manager to maintain any deposit account of the Township of Harris; also, to affix his signature as a duly authorized representative of Harris Township in transactions required to maintain the deposit accounts of the Township of Harris including deposits, withdrawals and transfers.  Ayes – 5; Nays –0.

I.        REQUEST FOR “NO PARKING” ZONE.

Mr. Miller stated that Mr. Inhoof has requested a “No Parking Zone” in front of his home located at 214 East Main Street.  He believes that the exhaust fumes from the vehicles are causing health problems for him and is asking that concern be brought before the Board for consideration.

He also stated that the Village District Committee has met and is working creating a recommendation for improvements throughout the Village. Their work is to be complete sometime before the end of the year or shortly thereafter.

Chairman Hameister commented that there should be medical proof to justify this request. 

Upon a motion made by Supervisor Graham, seconded by Vice-Chairman Tait and carried unanimously, the Board moved to table this issue until the report from the Village District Committee is heard.  Ayes – 5; Nays – 0.

J. PROPOSED RESOLUTION NO. 01-14.

Upon a motion made by Supervisor Graham, seconded by Supervisor Wilson and carried unanimously, the Board moved to approve Proposed Resolution No. 01-14 regarding the prohibition of using tobacco or tobacco related products in all enclosed public places and within 10 feet of any entrance to a public place or place of employment, including buildings and vehicles of the Township of Harris.  Ayes – 5; Nays – 0

K. REQUEST FOR STREET CLOSING.

Upon a motion made by Supervisor Wilson, seconded by Supervisor Graham and carried unanimously, the Board moved to approve the request for street closure for the October 20, 2001, Halloween Parade as requested by the Boalsburg Village Conservancy.  Ayes – 5; Nays – 0.

5. MANAGER’S REPORT:

Mr. Miller stated that brush collection in Harris Township has commenced and will be a one time around only collection.  Leaf collection will commence on October 22, 2001, with wood chips and leaves being available to any resident who wishes to have them can have them.   They can be delivered.  Arrangements can be made by calling the Township office during office hours.

Mr. Miller stated that the road inspection is scheduled for Wednesday at 4:00 p.m.

Mr. Miller stated that the Susquehanna River Basin Sign Grant application has been submitted along with the Liquid Fuels Grant Application which was delivered to the County Commissioners last Thursday.  The Grant Application for the tennis court is being prepared.

Mr. Miller stated a meeting is scheduled with Ron Spinelli to discuss insurance issues.  Blue Cross/Blue Shield is separating and it does not appear they will  negotiate for better rates.  After that meeting and discussion with employees, a recommendation will be presented to the Board.

Mr. Miller stated he spoke with PennDot officials regarding the materials stockpile.   They indicated a willingness to work with the Municipality and grant expanded space for storage for materials and vehicles.  

Supervisor Graham questioned that if 9-1-1 states that a residence number is changing, does the Zoning Officer have the option to change that number to something else.

Mr. Miller replied by stating that he has the option only to change the number to a number being recommended or required by the County and that Mr. Shea does not have the option to change a number.  He has to change it to a number being recommended.

Supervisor Graham questioned that if Mr. Shea determines that the new number system is adequate would it stay that way?

Mr. Miller stated that it would. 

Mr. Miller stated that the purpose of the change is not arbitrary.  It is for purposes of health, safety and welfare so that emergency vehicles can be dispatched to and locate an address quickly.

6. APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS:

Upon a motion made by Supervisor Graham, seconded by Supervisor Wilson and carried unanimously, the Board moved to approve Voucher Transmittal Sheet No. 01-10. Ayes – 5; Nays – 0.

7.
COG COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Personnel
Supervisor Wilson stated Personnel had a good year and is back to normal.













Code
Supervisor Wilson stated there was a meeting September 13, 2001.  They reviewed the 2002 draft budget for the Code Office, which included the two vehicle replacements plus the purchase of a fire safety trailer.



 

Transportation
Vice-Chairman Tait stated they met and received some technical presentation on construction options of the Eastern Inner Loop.  

 

SCCCTS
Vice-Chairman Tait stated projected traffic conditions were discussed. 

Ad Hoc Building Oversight
Supervisor Chesworth stated there was a meeting on September 20, 2001, and that Oscar DeArmit did drill the well.  There will be a meeting on the 24th.







Executive
Chairman Hameister stated the majority of the meeting was spent discussing “program” participation.






Public Services
Did not meet.





Finance
Supervisor Graham stated the budget is to be received at General Forum.  The budget shows an 8% increase.  Insurance has increased 20%.  Also, employees will be asked to increase co-pay.







 

Fire Training Site
Supervisor Graham stated that the Committee is to speak with County regarding underwriting the project.

Spring Creek Watershed
Chairman Hameister stated there was a presentation on water permitting process and determining amount of water that can be extracted by water companies.





7. ADJOURNMENT
Upon a motion made by Chairman Hameister seconded by Vice-Chairman Tait and carried unanimously, the Board moved to adjourn the meeting of Harris Township Supervisors at 10:45 p.m.  Ayes – 5; Nays – 0.






_________________________







Thomas Miller, Manager/Secretary
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