HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Regular Meeting

Minutes of November 14, 2005

The regular meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors was called to order on November 14, 2005, at 7:30 p.m. in the Township meeting room by Chairman Nigel Wilson. In attendance were Vice-Chairman Cliff Warner, Supervisor Charles Graham, Supervisor Dennis Hameister, and Supervisor Chris Lee.
Also in attendance were Harris Township Manager Amy Farkas; Todd Shea, Zoning/Ordinance Enforcement Officer; Phyllis Favorite, Staff Assistant; Al Klinger, Maintenance Director; Justin Baker and Justin Vesci, C-NET; Van Winter, Boalsburg Fire Company; Fred Henry, Henry Surveys; Len Rockey, Rock Hill School; Township residents Scott Culbertson and Cathy Flood.
Approval of Minutes

Supervisor Warner moved to approve the minutes of the Board of Supervisors meeting on October 10, 2005. Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion. The motion to approve the minutes was unanimous.
Public Comments

Chairman Wilson asked for comments regarding items that were not on the agenda. Mr. Rockey commended Al Klinger and the Maintenance Crew for a quality job in the brush collection and chipping, especially the additional need that resulted from the snow storm.
TOWNSHIP BUSINESS

A. Recognition of Allen Klinger for 35 Years of Service to the Township
Chairman Wilson introduced Allen Klinger and noted that he was celebrating his 35th anniversary with Harris Township in November 2005. Chairman Wilson presented a proclamation thanking Al for his years of service to Harris Township, noting the changes within the Township in how it functioned since Al began, as well as the additional number of miles in roads and increase in residents. Ms. Farkas also presented Mr. Klinger with a commemorative afghan depicting Boalsburg, and a gift card to a Township restaurant.
Mr. Klinger expressed his appreciation to the Township for the recognition.

B. Noise Issues

Ms. Farkas reported that Scott Culbertson, 102 East Main Street, met with Staff recently to discuss several noise issues, and asked that the Township consider adopting a noise ordinance.  Mr. Culbertson stated that he lives across from a business on the Diamond, and that it has become increasingly louder. When he investigated his options, he discovered there is no noise ordinance, and that the State College Police told him they have no authority to enforce noise issues, unless the noise is at an unreasonable level.

Supervisor Hameister asked Mr. Culbertson if there was an incident that preceded his complaint. Mr. Culbertson responded that the noise is generally increasing, especially from motorcycle noise. Supervisor Lee asked if there was noise from compression brakes of trucks, which he asserted was heard on Business Route 322. Ms. Farkas said she had spoken with resident John Dutton about his concern with the compression brakes being used on Route 322 near Bear Meadows, and she is checking with local municipalities to see how they are addressing the concern.

Supervisor Graham noted that no legislation is available to enforce noise issues, and Chairman Wilson noted that the police department said ordinances against compression brakes are not enforceable. Supervisor Graham added that as long as a motorcycle is inspected and has not been altered, it is a legal vehicle. It was agreed that noise enforcement under such circumstances is difficult. Mr. Shea added that in such circumstances the police department must use its best judgment, and the existing ordinance in State College is little used. If an officer believes it is justified, an incident could be filed under the Crimes code. General discussion ensued. Chairman Wilson suggested that if there is a future pattern of occurrences that the Township could notify State College Police.
C. 2006 Township Budget

Supervisor Graham moved to tentatively approve the 2006 Harris Township Budget, and set a Public Hearing and formal adoption of it for the December 12, 2005 Board of Supervisors Meeting. Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. 


Supervisor Hameister suggested that as part of planning for next year’s budget the Board may wish to consider looking at possible funding of turn signals at the intersection of Warner Boulevard, Business Route 322, and Route 45 West.  

D. 2006 COG Budget  

Chairman Wilson noted comments by the Board on the 2006 proposed COG Budget were to be made. Ms. Farkas added that the Township’s portion of the COG budget increased very modestly this year.


Supervisor Hameister asked that a comment of dissatisfaction be made regarding Halfmoon’s withdrawal of funding for Schlow Library. Supervisor Graham asked the Board’s recommendation regarding whether the Board was willing to help subsidize the loss of the funding. Chairman Wilson stated that there would be more information in making such a decision after the COG General Forum meeting.

Supervisor Lee asked that it be recommended that the MPO study the connection between land use and transportation needs. He also commended the CPRA for including time for the regional planners to study the Traditional Neighborhood Design concept. 


Supervisor Graham said he would inform the Finance Committee that the Board was generally in support of whatever it would take to make up the deficit.
E. 2006 Centre Area Cable Consortium (CACC)

Ms. Farkas noted that the CACC is now negotiating with Comcast. Since the bankruptcy proceedings of Adelphia delayed proceedings, the Consortium will continue to negotiate the changeover through mid-2006. Once the contract is signed and in place with Comcast, the CACC will no longer exist, and the technical advisory committee, made up primarily of municipal managers, will oversee the cable company transition.

Supervisor Hameister moved to approve an allocation of $1,200.00 to the Centre Area Cable Consortium for 2006. Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.
F. Swabb/Dunkelberger Minor Subdivision Plan

Mr. Shea reported that Staff had received the Swabb/Dunkelberger Minor Subdivision Plan prepared by Henry Surveys on October 27, which proposes to separate into two lots a property on the northeast corner of Rock Hill Road in Linden Hall. In addition, two small portions of the property on the same side of Rock Hill and Brush Valley Roads would be added to one lot. One lot would contain the old Linden Hall Schoolhouse, which a non-profit group is working to restore and use for historic purposes. The other lot would contain an existing residence. Both lots are outside of the water and sewer service areas.

He noted that reviews of the plan have been completed by Staff, the Township Engineer, CRPA, and the Boalsburg Fire Company. Most of the comments on outstanding issues have been corrected subsequent to the agenda distribution. However, there are two important issues. First, no sewage facilities planning module was submitted with the plan, even though this was discussed before the plan was submitted. Staff asked for written documentation from the Sewage Enforcement Officer (SEO) or DEP before proceeding with the plan. Mr. Shea said it was his understanding that Kathy Henry would prepare something for DEP to make the site exempt from sewer facilities planning.


The second issue is that a non-profit group, Rock Hill School at Linden Hall, has submitted a written request for waiver of the Fire Protection regulations, Chapter 11, Article IV, Section 13.4.1; specifically, that the installation of a 4,000 gallon water storage tank be waived for this plan. He said that Staff recommended that the Board discuss the waiver request; and, pending the outcome of the waiver request, that the plan is approved, contingent on satisfactory completion of any outstanding review comments.


Mr. Shea added that Boalsburg Fire Chief Van Winter had expressed concern that a precedent would be set for future developments if the waiver were allowed. It was noted that the former school’s size and intended use would be unique. Mr. Rockey stated that, pending any waivers or approval, he had begun discussions with Chief Winter regarding escape routes and fire safety once any renovations might begin.

Supervisor Hameister called the Board’s attention to background information from 2001-2002 regarding the fire protection ordinance which recommended that structures less than 3,000 square feet that were outside of the community water service area could be exempt from the requirement of a water storage tank, due to the fire company’s ability to transport 4,000 gallons of water to a site. This amount would be sufficient for fire fighting purposes for such structures. The old schoolhouse is 920 square feet. Mr. Shea noted that, while the one building will be little used, the existing residential 

structure becomes subject to the subdivision ordinance, and therefore affected by the need for the water storage tank. General discussion ensued.

Supervisor Warner moved that, due to minimal square footage of the building in question, and that it is a non-profit with no water or sewer availability or future plans for such; and that no new building will commence on the site, that waiver of Chapter 11, Article IV, Section 13.4.1 be permitted for the non-profit Rock Hill School at Linden Hall. Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.
G. Resolution 05-17 – Extension of Cable Franchise 
Supervisor Graham moved to adopt Resolution 05-17, extending the franchise with Adelphia until June 30, 2006. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.
H. Appointment of Tax Collector 

Ms. Farkas noted that the position of Tax Collector has been vacant since the previous Township Manager left. Since the Tax Collector must be a resident of the Township for at least a year, Ms. Farkas is unable to assume the duty. Brenda Hameister has agreed to serve in the position, although the Township office will continue to handle all tax collection duties.


Supervisor Graham moved to appoint Brenda Hameister as Harris Township Tax Collector for the remainder of 2005, through 2006. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved 4 to 0, with Supervisor Hameister abstaining.
I.  Retain Trans Associates as Traffic Engineer for Review of the Traditions of 
America (TA) Traffic Impact Study

Supervisor Lee moved to retain Trans Associates as Traffic Engineer for the review of the Traditions of America Traffic Impact Study. Supervisor Graham seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.
J.  Discussion of Eastern Inner Loop and The Beneficial Reuse Project

Ms Farkas reported that the General Forum had referred two items to the municipalities for their input. The first involved the Easter Inner Loop Project, which was put on hold by COG in early 2002, with the condition that work not restart until federal funds were allocated to the project. There will be a vote taken at the November General Forum, and input about the future of this project is needed. By general consent, the Board chose to abstain from comment, as the Township is not a funding partner in the project.

The second item concerns the Beneficial Reuse Technical Advisor Committee’s Recommended Approach for a Targeted Economy Development Strategy Report, which was distributed at the October General Forum meeting. Each municipality has been asked to comment on the report by December 6. 


Supervisor Hameister noted that he was pleased that there would be five programs on C-NET about the Beneficial Reuse project. Supervisor Graham questioned whether the Township would be paying twice, since it would be part of the function by UAJA. By general consent, the Board agreed to support the findings of the report and the funding.
MANAGER’S REPORT


Ms. Farkas presented a written report. 
APPROVAL OF VOUCHER SHEET 2005-11
Supervisor Hameister moved to approve Voucher Sheet 2005-11, for a total expenditure of $278,329.15. Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. The motion to approve Voucher Sheet 2005-11 was approved unanimously.

COG/COMMITTEE REPORTS

Executive Committee:  
Report distributed with agenda. 
Personnel Committee:  
Report distributed with agenda. Chairman Wilson commended McGrath Consultants for the professional and thorough job they did on the Wage and Salary Survey. 
Finance Committee:  
Report distributed with agenda
Public Services Committee: 
Did not meet

Spring Creek Watershed Commission:  
Report distributed with agenda
Code Committee:  
Report distributed with agenda

Transportation Committee & CCMPO:  
Reports distributed with agenda.
Ad Hoc Regional Parks & 

Recreation Committee                                        Report distributed with agenda. 
ADJOURNMENT


Chairman Wilson adjourned the meeting at 9:22 p.m. 
Submitted by,

Amy Farkas, Township Secretary 
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