HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Regular Meeting

Minutes of November 13, 2006

The regular meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors was called to order on November 13, 2006 at 7:31 p.m. in the Township meeting room by Chairman Clifford Warner. In attendance were Vice-Chairman Dennis Hameister, Supervisor Charles Graham, Supervisor Chris Lee, and Supervisor Nigel Wilson.
Also in attendance were Harris Township Manager Amy Farkas; Todd Shea, Zoning/Ordinance Enforcement Officer; Phyllis Favorite, Staff Assistant; D.J. Liggett, CRPA Planner; Don Franson, Township Engineer; Tim Sweeney, Tara Fremont, and Jerry Sawyer, C-NET; Van Winter, Boalsburg Fire Company; Fred DiMuccio, Oelbermann Minor Subdivision; Steve Dell, Marty Dwyer, and Terry Williams, Traditions of America (TA); George Lower, Lake Roeder; Jim Wagner, TriTech/Wagner Engineering; Township residents Sharon Faulkner, Cathy Flood, Ginny Mulhatten and Paige Thomas; Nancy Griffie and Cindy Secrest, Silver Spring Township.
Approval of Minutes

Vice-Chairman Hameister moved to approve the minutes of the October 9, 2006 Public Hearing; the October 9, 2006 Regular Meeting; the October 23 Special Meeting; the October 25, 2006 Budget Hearing; the November 1 Special Meeting; and the November 1, 2006 Budget Hearing. Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion. Supervisor Lee asked to have a correction made to the October 25, 2006 minutes. The motion to approve the minutes was unanimous.
Public Comments

Chairman Warner asked for comment regarding items that were not on the agenda.

Ginny Mulhatten, Heritage Way, asked about availability of the minutes after a Board or Planning Commission meeting, as she believed information dissemination by the Township was not timely. Ms. Farkas said this could not be done because the minutes after a meeting are draft minutes, and are therefore not approved by the body. She noted that the agenda for each meeting is posted on the Township’s web site and anyone is welcome to contact the Township staff or the Board before or after a meeting if there are questions about items of discussion.
TOWNSHIP BUSINESS

A. Oelbermann Minor Subdivision

Mr. Shea reviewed progress on the resolution of the fire protection issue for the ten-acre Oelbermann Minor Subdivision, which had been discussed by the Board over several meetings. He noted that the Township Solicitor reiterated his belief that a water storage tank must be installed on the property, per the current fire protection ordinance. Mr. Shea added that Mr. Saona had decided to not grant use of his water storage tank to Mr. DiMuccio. He added that Mr. DiMuccio had asked to submit a letter of credit. He said that while staff believed it was an acceptable form, the Township Engineer had to approve the amount, which the Engineer subsequently deemed sufficient, and the Township Solicitor needed to review the surety since it would cover multiple years. Mr. Shea further said that he had not seen the surety proposal as yet, but the Board could possibly act to approve the plan conditionally, due to outstanding items, or table it for action at the next meeting.

Vice-Chairman Hameister expressed concern that a provision for a sprinkler option was not contained in the fire protection ordinance. Van Winter, Boalsburg Fire Chief, said the ordinance was modeled after College Township, which does have three options, including that for sprinklers. However, that option was omitted, and current wording does not allow them. General discussion ensued.

Supervisor Lee moved to approve the Oelbermann Minor Subdivision, contingent on satisfactory completion of the review comments from the Zoning Officer from his August 4, 2006, letter; the review comments of the August 9, 2006, letter from CRPA; the review comments from the August 9, 2006, letter of the Township Engineer; approve the waiver request; and receipt of a letter of surety. Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Supervisor Lee said he wanted to revisit the water tank issue with respect to the fire ordinance.
B. Liberty Hill Final Plan/Phase I

Mr. Shea remarked that staff has completed the third review of the Final Land Development Plan for the first phase of the Liberty Hill PRD, noting staff comments sent to the Supervisors. Deficiencies had decreased greatly, but several important items remain outstanding. He said the Board must vote on the plan in whatever form, otherwise it is approved as is, with all deficiencies standing. He advised that the developers could offer in writing a time extension before the close of the meeting that would be sufficient to complete the deficient items. However, if no extension is offered the Board would need to decide whether to approve the plan conditional to the satisfaction of the outstanding items, or deny it because of those conditions.

Mr. Shea reviewed the approval process for the Supervisors. He called their attention to the fact that there is now more than one property involved. A small tract of land has been purchased and is now included on the Liberty Hill plan. He advised that the PRD Ordinance requires that a PRD be a single tract of land; a minor subdivision plan must be approved because a PRD cannot be approved with two tracts of land. He said that the minor plan has outstanding comments that must be acted upon prior to addressing the Final Plan. 

Vice-Chairman Hameister asked about the stormwater management. George Lower, Lake Roeder, explained the stormwater system for the development. Don Franson noted that no NPDES permit, Erosion and Sedimentation permit, or DEP review have been completed to date. He added that inspections must be performed by the Centre County Conservation District.

Ms. Farkas said a Highway Occupancy Permit (HOP) request was submitted at the end of October. An agreement for the traffic must be worked out before the HOP can be submitted. She said that PennDOT will not issue a HOP until all traffic issues are resolved, particularly the traffic signal concern. General discussion ensued.

Supervisor Lee moved to approve the Liberty Hill Minor Subdivision Plan contingent upon satisfaction of the comments from the November 7, 2006 letter from the Zoning Officer; the November 7, 2006 letter from the Township CRPA Planner; and approval of the waiver request of the plan scale, Chapter 11 Article 3.1, to allow scale as requested by the developer. Supervisor Graham seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

Supervisor Lee moved to approve the Liberty Hill Final Land Development Plan Phase I, contingent upon satisfaction of the comments from the November 7, 2006 letter from the Zoning Officer; the November 7, 2006 letter from the Township’s  CRPA Planner; the November 6th letter of the Township Engineer; resolution of the outstanding comments from the Township's Traffic Engineer; have the highway occupancy permit in hand from PennDOT; have the sewage facilities planning module in hand from DEP; meeting the requirements for both the NPDES permit and the Erosion and Sedimentation plan; have surety posted to cover all Phase I improvements in an amount that is acceptable to the Township Engineer; and approval of the following waivers:

1. Chapter 11 Article IV Section 2.10.3 – maximum grade, 

2. Chapter 11 Article IV Section 2.11.2; and,

3. Chapter 11 Article IV Section 2.11.3, both addressing street curves.

Chairman Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.
C.2007 Township Budget

Supervisor Wilson moved to tentatively approve the 2007 Harris Township budget and to set formal adoption and public hearing on it for December 11, 2006. Vice-Chairman Hameister seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.
D. CACC Budget

 Supervisor Graham moved to approve an allocation of $1,200 to the Centre Area Cable Consortium (CACC) for 2007. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

E. Resolution 06-17: Submission of a Traffic Signal Permit Application to PennDOT for the Fieldstone Development

Supervisor Graham moved to approve Resolution 06-17, authorizing the submission of a traffic signal permit application to PennDOT for the Fieldstone Development. Chairman Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.
F. Resolution 06-20: Extension of Cable Franchise

Supervisor Lee moved to approve Resolution 06-20, extending the cable franchise with Comcast to June 30, 2007. Supervisor Graham seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

G. 2007 Earned Income Tax Rules and Regulations

Supervisor Lee moved to approve the 2007 Earned Income Tax Rules and Regulations. Supervisor Graham seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.
MANAGER’S REPORT


Ms. Farkas presented a written report. She noted that the Supervisors will need to appoint a new representative to serve on the Schlow Centre Region Library Board.
APPROVAL OF VOUCHER SHEET 2006-11
Supervisor Graham moved to approve Voucher Sheet 2006-11, for a total expenditure of $166,115.38. Chairman Warner seconded the motion. The motion to approve Voucher Sheet 2006-11 was approved unanimously.
COG/COMMITTEE REPORTS
Executive Committee:  
Report distributed with agenda.

Personnel Committee:  
No report
Finance Committee:  
Supervisor Graham reported that the Committee will meet to finalize the COG 2007 Budget and ready it for distribution at the November 27th General Forum.
Public Services Committee: 
Vice-Chairman Hameister reported that a tour of riparian buffers was sponsored by COG as part of preparation for a possible Riparian Buffer Ordinance for the Centre Region. He noted that there were three stops in Harris Township on the tour.
Spring Creek Watershed Commission:  
No Report
Code Committee:  
No Report
Transportation Committee & CCMPO:  
No Reports
Ad Hoc Regional Parks & 

Recreation Committee                                 Report distributed with agenda.
Executive Session

The meeting was recessed at 9:00 p.m. for an Executive Session.

ADJOURNMENT


The meeting was reconvened at 9:24 p.m. Chairman Warner adjourned the meeting at 9:25 p.m.
Submitted by,

Amy Farkas, Township Secretary
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