HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Public Hearing

Regular Meeting

Minutes of May 9, 2005

            

A Public Hearing held by the Harris Township Board of Supervisors for proposed Ordinance 253 - Oak Hall Parkland Articles of Agreement was called to order on May 9, 2005, at 7:32p.m. in the Township meeting room by Chairman Nigel Wilson. In attendance were Vice-Chairman Cliff Warner, Supervisor Charles Graham, Supervisor Dennis Hameister, and Supervisor Chris Lee.

Also in attendance were Harris Township Manager Kristin Clark; Phyllis Favorite, Staff Assistant; Justin Baker and Allison Coe, C-NET; Hugh Mose, CATA General Manager; Ronald Buckalew, Township CRPC Representative; Richard Kipp, CATA Representative; Van Winter, Boalsburg Fire Company; Marie Capparelli, Gordon Puncheon, Daniel Russell, and John Wainright, Township residents; Clay Philips, Township business owner.

Call To Order

Chairman Wilson led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Public Hearing 

          Chairman Wilson asked for input regarding proposed Ordinance 253, the Oak Hall Parkland Articles of Agreement. None was received. Chairman Wilson closed the Public Hearing at 7:33 p.m.

Regular Meeting
The regular meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors was called to order on May 9, 2005, at 7:33 p.m. in the Township meeting room by Chairman Nigel Wilson. 
Approval of Minutes

Supervisor Warner moved to approve the minutes of the Board of Supervisors meeting on April 11, 2005. Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion. Supervisor Lee stated he wanted a statement he made regarding Township signs to be reworded. The motion to approve the minutes was unanimous.

Public Comments
            Chairman Wilson asked for comments regarding items that were not on the agenda. Van Winter, Boalsburg Fire Chief, announced that there would be no open burning permitted until further notice. This burn ban is not only in effect in the Township, but throughout the Centre Region.
TOWNSHIP BUSINESS

A. Representative Report

            

Ronald Buckalew, Harris Township Centre Regional Planning Commission (CRPC) representative, presented his written report, which was distributed and then read in its entirety. He thanked the Board for the opportunity to serve in the position.

Mr. Buckalew updated the Board on the CRPC’s reorganization. He reported on the major areas in the Centre Region that are being considered for rezoning, and the progress of the Act 537 update. He noted that a local firm, HRG (Herbert, Rowland, and Grubic, Inc.) was hired for consultation on the Act 537 update after a nationwide search.

Supervisor Hameister asked if there had been any discussion about on-site septage collection. Ms. Clark noted that as part of Act 537 DEP requires assessment of a certain percentage of septic systems in each township. If it is found that there is a certain number that fail, DEP would mandate that there be an alternative sewage disposal system identified for the properties in question.

Mr. Buckalew noted that Steve Suder, CRPA Director, had resigned effective July 1. Chairman Wilson noted that there is an in-house search being performed for a qualified individual before conducting a search from outside.

B. CATA Budget
 

            Ms. Clark reported that the COG General Forum had approved a motion at its April 25 meeting referring the proposed CATA budget to the municipalities for comment. Additional matters identified by the General Forum for consideration were cost allocations and subsidizing of the “Link” route. She introduced Hugh Mose, CATA General Manager, who presented the 2005-2006 CATA budget. 

            Mr. Mose commented that when the budget was first developed there was concern for maintaining the current level of service without cuts. However, last-minute funding came through for the bus service, although the money was diverted from state highway and bridges funding. Still, there will be some cuts in service, due in large by Bellefonte Borough’s unwillingness to allot more money for its route. He noted that there will be an increase in the cost for users of the football shuttle for Penn State games. He added that while the overall increase of the CATA budget is about 5%, the Township’s portion will rise 7.12% from last year’s contribution of $20,067.00.

            Supervisor Hameister asked about increasing coverage for the Township, especially in the Willowbrook and Kaywood areas. Mr. Mose responded that if a more circuitous route is made, it will negatively impact timeliness and, consequently, those willing to use CATA. Supervisor Lee asked about the impact of the “Ride for Five” program at Penn State. Mr. Mose acknowledged that the low-cost program that includes parking on the periphery of campus and shuttle service has hurt ridership. He added that they have tried to discuss additional funding for the “Link” with Penn State, but the university’s position is that riders are tax-payers and therefore already support the service.

C. Church Street Parking
Ms. Clark reminded the Board that at April’s meeting they had been presented with a drawing prepared by the Township Engineer, showing minimum sight distance requirements for intersections and the possible impact to parking on Church Street. The Board had expressed concern about removing too many spaces and asked that a second drawing specifying the numbers of spaces, and legal limitations per the state’s vehicle code, which was sent to them. She called their attention to the choices of using what the vehicle code recommended, which would result in the loss of four spaces, or using sight distance, which PennDOT recommends, resulting in the loss of eight or nine spaces. Regardless, parked cars must be entirely off the cart way. She remarked that several residents had expressed concern about the issue, and asked the Board to decide what should be posted “no parking” on the street.

Supervisor Hameister agreed that the western intersections of Pine and Rockey Alley at Church Street did have problems with sight distance. Resident and business owner Daniel Russell complained that taking away parking spaces from the limited number that exist will keep people from coming into the Village.  Ms. Clark cautioned the Board that they have acknowledged that there is a problem, and that, if someone is injured or struck, the Township may be liable for not addressing the situation. Mr. Wilson suggested the on-site parking issue could be undertaken by the Village District Study Committee, and added that if parking is taken away, alternatives should be given.

Supervisor Graham asked if no parking signs are placed, would the Township gain anything. Ms. Clark responded that it would be easier to enforce illegal parking.

Resident Maria Capparelli stated that during the 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. time period there is a great deal of traffic, and that those parking illegally are causing problems for those trying to leave the streets off of Church Street. She noted she had an accident at Rockey Alley and Church Street because of poor sight distance.

Chairman Wilson recommended that there be five feet on either side of Rockey Alley signed as “no parking”. Supervisor Hameister said he could support the recommendation provided the same five foot limitation is placed on either side of Pine Street on the western side of Church Street.

Supervisor Warner moved to place “no parking” signs five feet on either side of Rockey Alley where it intersects with the west side of Church Street, and “no parking” signs five feet on either side of Pine Street where it intersects the west side of Church Street, pending an enforcement review. Supervisor Graham seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

D. Regional Fire Study
            Supervisor Hameister noted there was a meeting attended by Boalsburg Fire Company members and him. He asked for input from the Supervisors before the Study goes into the Strategic Planning stage. No further comment was received. Supervisor Graham moved to accept the report as ranked and rated by the Boalsburg Fire Company. Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. The motion was adopted unanimously.            

E. Proposed Ordinance 253 – Oak Hall Parkland Articles of Agreement
            A Public Hearing was held before the regular Board meeting. Supervisor Graham moved to enact Ordinance 253, adopting the Articles of Agreement for the Oak Hall Parkland. Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

F. Harris Township / Boalsburg Signs   
            Ms. Clark stated that there had been discussion at the April meeting about the sign project, primarily regarding placement and wording.

            Supervisor Hameister moved that four "Welcome to Harris Township" signs be erected at the following locations:

1) Route 45 west of Shingletown in the area of the power transmission plant,

2) On South Atherton Street on the land of the former PSU President,

3) Route 45 east near the intersection with Cedar Run Road or the intersection w/ Schempf Road, and

4) Route 322 east on the lands of the Kuhn Tree Farm or the Dreibelbis farm.

And, further, that a fifth sign to be placed at the intersection of Route 322 and Church Street and of the same design as the four "Welcome" signs, to include "Welcome to Harris Township, Visit Historic Boalsburg".  This sign would replace the current sign that was erected by the merchants. Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. The motion was defeated 2 to 3, with Supervisors Hameister and Warner voting for the motion, and Supervisors Graham, Lee, and Wilson voting against the motion.

            Supervisor Graham stated that, if the intent is to do what most area municipalities have done, the signs should be placed at the Township boundaries and read “Welcome to Harris Township”. Supervisor Lee responded that there are already PennDOT signs, and he would prefer to see the new signs located closer inside the Township. Mr. Graham countered that the PennDOT signs are not attractive, and are minimal. He said the purpose was to indicate one is actually in the Township. Chairman Wilson stated it was also his understanding that the signs were to be boundary signs. Supervisor Lee said that if the signs have reference to Boalsburg on them it highlights the historic area, the Village of Boalsburg, and does not hurt other areas of the Township.

            Ms. Capparelli reminded the Board that in early 2000 the Boalsburg Village Merchant Association began an effort to replace the sign at Church Street and Route 322, with the goal of having a larger, more easily read sign that both directed travelers to the Village and that announced special events. She said there is an agreement with the Boalsburg Cemetery Association to place a new sign on their property farther back from the road. Ms. Capparelli reiterated that an informational sign is needed for the special Village events. Mr. Graham repeated that while the Township would pay for signs, they must fit the ordinance and may not have commercial advertising if they are on public property.

            Supervisor Hameister suggested he could amend his motion to move the fifth sign farther west along Route 322. Ms. Clark stated she would have to check to see if the sign might be in the right of way. Mr. Hameister also stated he would not be opposed to having mention of Memorial Day on the sign. Chairman Wilson suggested that, since there is some money left in their account, the merchant group could have a fund raiser to raise enough money to have a sign to place on private grounds with interchangeable sliders for events, and thus do what they wished without public funds.

            Supervisor Lee moved to have four entry signs placed as recommended by Supervisor Hameister, and that the signs read “Welcome to Harris Township, home of historic Boalsburg”, pending approval of a final design; and that there be no fifth sign. Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. The motion was adopted 3 to 2, with Supervisors Graham, Lee, and Wilson voting for the motion, and Supervisors Hameister and Warner voting against the motion.

G. Resolution 05-12 – Engineering Construction Management System

Ms. Clark stated that the Hometown Streets/Safe Routes to School grant award requires that the Township become a registered business partner with PennDOT, and register to use the Engineering Construction Management System (ECMS). With ECMS, the Township can electronically submit invoices for project, as well as allowing contractors to submit their bids electronically. In order to have the bid awarded, the Township must approve it through the ECMS. While the Board adopted a similar Resolution in April, PennDOT requires that all municipalities adopt the one being considered at the meeting.

Supervisor Hameister moved to adopt Resolution 05-12, authorizing electronic access to PennDOT’s Engineering Construction Management System (ECMS). Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. The Resolution was adopted unanimously.

H. Memorial Day Street Closings
Ms. Clark noted that each year the Boalsburg Fire Company and Memorial Day Committee request closure of Township streets to accommodate the events. A list of street closures was included in the agenda.

Supervisor Graham questioned the timing of opening and closing some of the streets, and recommended those times be reviewed.

Supervisor Lee moved to approve the street closings and temporary “no parking” zones as described, that Staff be permitted to make time changes as needed for such; and that it be requested that PennDOT cover the “no parking” signs on Route 45 during the events on Memorial Day. Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

I. Deputy Emergency Management Coordinator
Supervisor Graham moved to appoint Shawn Kauffman as the Deputy Emergency Management Coordinator for a two-year term, beginning May 17, 2005. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

J. Road Closure – Ramsey Way

            Supervisor Graham moved to approve the request submitted by the Huntridge Manor Homeowners’ Association to close Ramsey Way for a community picnic on June 11, 2005 – rain date June 12, 2005 – from 12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

K. Spring Creek Watershed Commission
Supervisor Hameister noted that each municipal member has been requested to appoint a primary and alternate representative to the Spring Creek Watershed Commission, following the withdrawal of staff support by the Centre County Planning Office. 

Supervisor Lee moved to appoint Dennis Hameister as the primary representative, and Charles Graham as alternative representative, to the Spring Creek Watershed Commission. Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

L. Project 05-04 – Karen Street Stormwater Bid

Ms. Clark noted that the Township Engineer recommended that Mid State Paving be awarded the Karen Street Stormwater Improvement project.

Supervisor Warner moved to award Mid State Paving the contract for Project 05-04, Karen Street Stormwater Improvement, at a price not to exceed $24, 428.00. Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

MANAGER’S REPORT

            Ms. Clark presented her written report. Of particular note was that The Centre Area Cable Consortium (CACC) had held its public meeting at Mt. Nittany Middle School and had gotten a good response rate. She added that CACC had heard from some Harris Township residents who want cable extended to their area.

APPROVAL OF VOUCHER SHEET 2005-5

Supervisor Warner moved to approve Voucher Sheet 2005-5, for a total expenditure of $178,813.19. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion to approve Voucher Sheet 2005-5 was approved unanimously.

COG/COMMITTEE REPORTS

Executive Committee:                                             Mr. Wilson reported the Committee prepared the agenda for the General Forum. 

                                                                                    

Personnel Committee:                                            No Report

Finance Committee:                                                Did not meet

Public Services Committee:                                   Report distributed with agenda

Spring Creek Watershed Commission:                Report distributed with agenda

Code Committee:                                                     Report distributed with agenda. Mr. Warner stated the committee would be touring the new library on May 10.

                                                                                     

Transportation Committee:                                     Report distributed with agenda

Ad Hoc Regional Parks & 

Recreation Committee                                        Report distributed with agenda. 

Highway Study Group:                                             No Report

ADJOURNMENT

            Chairman Wilson adjourned the meeting at 10:10 p.m. 

Submitted by,

Kristin L. Clark, Township Secretary 

