HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Regular Meeting

Minutes of March 13, 2006

The regular meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors was called to order on March 13, 2006, at 7:30 p.m. in the Township meeting room by Chairman Cliff Warner. In attendance were Vice-Chairman Hameister, Supervisor Charles Graham, Supervisor Chris Lee, and Supervisor Nigel Wilson. 
Also in attendance were Harris Township Manager Amy Farkas; Phyllis Favorite, Staff Assistant; Van Winter, Boalsburg Fire Company; Stella Kim and Pat O’Kane, C-NET; Cathy Flood, Diane Gregg, and Kathy and Jim Harpster, Township Residents.
Chairman Warner led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Approval of Minutes

Supervisor Hameister moved to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting on February 13, 2006. Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion. Supervisors Wilson and Lee noted some editorial changes. The motion to approve the minutes as changed was unanimous.
Supervisor Hameister moved to approve the minutes of the Work Session on February 22, 2006. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. 

Public Comments

Chairman Warner asked for comments regarding items that were not on the agenda.  None were received.
TOWNSHIP BUSINESS

A. Request to Hold A Memorial Race In Honor of Sue Crowe
This item was withdrawn from consideration by the organizers of the race.
B. Discussion of Projects in the SCCCTS Study Area

Ms. Farkas noted that the Centre County Metropolitan Planning Organization (CCMPO) Coordinating Committee had requested that municipalities in the SCCCTS study area provide the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) staff with a list prioritizing the seven remaining projects on the Centre County Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) that directly impact Harris Township. The CCMPO Coordinating Committee would use the response to decide whether to elevate the rankings of the projects based on the input. Ms. Farkas also referred to an email sent for the Board members from Trish Meek, CRPA Transportation Planner, which contained more detail. She said the Board was to determine which one of the seven projects is the Board’s highest priority and that she would forward the decision to Ms. Meek. The seven candidate projects with their current ranks included were:
1. Rank 12 – SR 322 Church Hill Road

2. Rank 24 – SR 322 Wagner Road/Taylor Hill Road

3. Rank 28 – SR 322 Dogtown Road

4. Rank 116 – SR 144/Short Road/Bible Road Intersection

5. Rank 119 – SR 144 and Greens Valley Road

6. Rank 124 – SR 45 Rimmey Road/Hoot Intersection

7. Rank 126 – SR 45 Linden Hall Road/Elks Club Road

Supervisor Lee said that his understanding was that the municipalities could comment on any of the County projects and suggest their rank. Ms. Farkas said she understood that there was to be one chosen, based on her communication with Ms. Meek. Supervisor Lee said that, in addition to ranking projects for Harris Township, he thought that the Board could comment on all 130 of the County’s projects that were ranked by a Technical Committee based on criteria, and that this was the last phase in which to ask any municipality about any project, particularly a rank of a project. He said the Board should comment on all the projects, not just Harris Township’s. 

Supervisor Hameister observed that only one of the seven candidate projects that was located within the Township and the rest were proximate. Ms. Farkas said the MPO was asking for input from all of the municipalities affected by SCCCTS to focus on the seven projects. Supervisor Lee said as a member of CCMPO he had asked that the municipalities be provided the opportunity to comment on any of the projects. Supervisor Graham suggested that the Board rank their top three projects.
Diane Gregg, Linden Hall, said she understood that the seven projects identified were to address the fact that money to fund the SCCCTS project was withdrawn by PennDOT. She expressed concern that Linden Hall not be improved so it does not become a shortcut for area travelers over the mountain because the area could not sustain the use.

General discussion ensued.


Supervisor Wilson noted that Church Hill Road has very poor visibility, and that there is a greater potential for accidents because of the rise in the hill. He said he believed it is the most important of the seven candidate projects because of the danger. Supervisor Lee said that he did not believe that Projects 1 through 3 were expensive, and he saw all three as important. Chairman Warner stated that the three candidate projects, currently ranked 12, 24, and 26, should be merged into one project and forwarded to the CCMPO as the Board’s top priority. Supervisor Lee agreed and suggested that the merged project should take SCCCTS’s former position as the sixth-ranked project on the state’s list.

Supervisor Lee moved to combine three projects, Number 12 - SR 322 Church Hill Road, Number 24 – SR 322 Wagner Road/Taylor Hill Road, and Number 28 – SR 322 Dogtown Road into one project and advance that project as the top priority for Harris Township, and that the project be placed as Number 6 on the Centre County Long Range Transportation Plan. Supervisor Graham seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

The Board also asked that their position be reiterated to the MPO regarding the replacement of the Mackey’s Run Bridge, asking that it not be replaced unless it becomes a safety issue. They added that when it needs to be replaced that PennDOT use a context sensitive design in keeping with the historic nature of Linden Hall.
C. Township Signs

Ms. Farkas presented the two versions of the Township signs that had been previously considered in July 2005. She noted that the cost of the signs and the installation had not changes since the last proposal from Victorian Signs of Bellefonte. She said the cost remained $1,960.00 per sign, and that the four locations had been previously agreed upon. She asked for any final changes to the signs. General discussion ensued.

Supervisor Lee moved to adopt the sign worded “Harris Township – Historic Boalsburg”. Supervisor Graham seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

Supervisor Lee thanked resident Maria Capparelli for her years of work in getting signs placed in the Township.

Supervisor Graham asked Ms. Farkas to investigate whether the Township could save money by having the Township Maintenance Crew install the signs. Ms. Farkas said she would speak with the Maintenance Supervisor to see if this is something they could schedule, as well as ask Victorian Signs if this is an option.
D. Resolution 06-06: Designation of Township Logo

Supervisor Graham moved to approve Resolution 06-06, designating the Harris Township logo. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

E. Resolution 06-05: Robert’s Rules of Order

Chairman Warner said the purpose of proposed Resolution 06-05 was to establish order for the Board meetings through the observation of Robert’s Rules of Order, but that he was willing to withdraw the Resolution from consideration.

Supervisor Graham moved to withdraw Resolution 06-05 indicating the Township’s intention to use Robert’s Rules of Order, and use generally accepted methods of Robert’s Rules of Order at meetings. Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.
F. Purchase of 2007 Ford F-Series 4X4 Truck

Ms. Farkas said that the Township would take advantage of favorable prices from the City of Harrisburg’s purchasing contract to buy a 2007 Ford F-Series 4X4 truck for $58,845.36 from Manderbeck Ford. The 1996 Chevrolet 3500 4X4 and its plow will be traded in as part of the purchase. She added that the purchase is budgeted and will be paid for out of Township borrowed funds. The truck should arrive in the late summer or early fall.

Supervisor Lee moved to approve the purchase of a 2007 Ford F-Series 4X4 truck. Supervisor Graham seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

G. Memorial Day Street Closings
Supervisor Lee moved to approve the closing of those Township streets requested by the Boalsburg Fire Company and the Memorial Day Committee for Memorial Day Weekend. Supervisor Graham seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

H. Request from Boalsburg Fire Company

Ms. Farkas reported that the Boalsburg Fire Company had submitted a request to use the Alpha Fire Police, Centre Hall Fire Police, and Port Matilda Fire Police for their parade on May 27th and for the People’s Choice Arts Festival from July 13th through July 16th.


Supervisor Hameister moved to approve the use of the Alpha Fire Police, Centre Hall Fire Police, and Port Matilda Fire Police for the fire company’s parade on May 27th and for the People’s Choice Art Festival from July 13th through July 16th. Supervisor Graham seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

MANAGER’S REPORT


Ms. Farkas presented a written report. She added that the Kathryn Street bid request is out for the paving project, with bid opening on April 4th. Kathryn Street is being paved from the end of the street to Montclair Lane, and added that she and the Township Engineer had conducted an open house to discuss the project with residents. Ms. Farkas also reported that a check was received from the State College Police Department amounting to $28,380.00. This reimburses the Township for hours not used in 2005. The reimbursement also represents a reduction in the hourly fee from approximately $69.00 to $67.00 per hour.

Supervisor Hameister asked about funding for C-NET. Ms. Farkas noted that the Area Cable Consortium (CACC) is working to get C-NET operating funds from the new cable franchise. CACC has identified 47 per cent of the programming as being for general public benefit and is working to get a pass-through fee for some of those costs. The CACC is also hoping C-NET will revise its funding formula. Supervisor Lee asked about adding public access. Ms. Farkas reported that there is a group, Centre Media Values, which is very interested in adding a public access channel. At this time the technical committee of CACC is searching for a studio location in the Centre Region, and is exploring reserving channel capacity as well as finding funding to start the channel.
APPROVAL OF VOUCHER SHEET 2006-3
Supervisor Graham moved to approve Voucher Sheet 2006-3, for a total expenditure of $79,236.87. Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion. The motion to approve Voucher Sheet 2006-3 was approved unanimously.
COG/COMMITTEE REPORTS
Executive Committee:  
Report distributed with agenda.

Personnel Committee:  
Did not meet
Finance Committee:  
Supervisor Graham reported that the Committee will compare projected fund balances with current actual balances, and discuss potential legal challenges to the decisions made on the Act 537 Plan.
Public Services Committee: 
Report distributed with agenda. 
Spring Creek Watershed Commission:  
The Spring Creek Watershed Commission hosted a forum on Water Resources on February 28, 2006.
Code Committee:  
Report distributed with agenda. Supervisor Hameister expressed concern about the failure of smoke alarms reported in rental units. Chairman Warner said there would be an extension of the deadline to install the alarms, and that the company is working to address the situation.
Transportation Committee & CCMPO:  
Reports distributed with agenda.

Ad Hoc Regional Parks & 

Recreation Committee                                   Report distributed with agenda. 
OTHER

Supervisor Lee spoke to the loss of resident Sue Crowe. He said he hoped the community could find a way to be supportive of the family, since the event that was to be held in her memory had to be cancelled.

ADJOURNMENT


Chairman Warner adjourned the meeting at 8:13 p.m.
Submitted by,

Amy Farkas, Township Secretary 
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