HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Minutes of March 8, 2004

 


A regular meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors was called to order March 8, 2004, at 7:30 p.m. in the Township meeting room by Vice-Chairman Nigel Wilson. In attendance were Supervisor Dennis Hameister and Supervisor Christopher Lee. Chairman Bud Graham and Supervisor Cliff Warner were absent.

 

Also in attendance were Harris Township Manager Kristin Clark; Todd Shea, Zoning and Ordinance Enforcement Officer; Phyllis Favorite, Staff Assistant; D.J. Liggett, CRPA Planner; Todd Petersen, C-NET; Van Winter, Boalsburg Fire Company Chief; Richard Kipp, CATA Representative; Kevin Abbey, Mike Negra, and Neil Porterfield, State Theatre, Inc.; and Greg Shufran, P.L.S. for Homan Minor Subdivision.

 


Vice-Chairman Wilson led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Public Hearing
 


Vice-Chairman Wilson asked for public comment on Proposed Ordinance 243, amending Article III and Article VIII of Chapter 13 of the Harris Township Code of Ordinances, for compliance with National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit requirements. None were made.
 

Vice-Chairman Wilson closed the Public Hearing at 7:33 p.m.
 

Call To Order 
 

The regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors was called to order at 7:34 p.m.

 

Approval of Minutes

 

It was moved by Supervisor Hameister, and seconded by Supervisor Lee, that the minutes of the January 28, 2004 Work Session and the February 9, 2004, Board of Supervisors Regular Meeting be approved. Motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

 

Citizen Comments

 


Vice-Chairman Wilson asked for public comment.  Supervisor Hameister stated there had been an oil spill made between February 1 and 27. It was reported to the Township, and is located on Route 45 across from Ashworth Woods. He asked the Township for assistance in finding the offender. He stated DEP is involved, and he provided a description of the tractor-trailer suspected of being at fault.

 

TOWNSHIP BUSINESS

 

A. State Theatre Presentation 
 

Vice-Chairman Wilson introduced
Kevin Abbey and Mike Negra to speak to the volunteer effort for the State Theater Project.  Mr. Abbey stated that the purpose of the project is to have a unique opportunity for the community for showcase of the arts.  He added that the group is trying to raise $3,000,000.00 in three phases: $1,000,000.00 from private donations, $1,000,000.00 from government sources, and $1,000,000.00 from the public sector. He stated that State College Borough had made a pledge of $150,000.00 toward a goal of $300,000.00 that they hoped to raise from the regional municipalities.

 

Mr. Negra spoke to the group’s goal of making the theatre a focal point for all, not just downtown State College, and that it would be used by schools, senior citizens’ groups, for children’s theater, and the arts as a whole. He noted an economic impact study by Penn State that showed a $7- to - $10,000,000.00 impact on the area per year. There was a feasibility study done, as well as consultation with an architect and a theatre consultant, and a needs assessment within the community. The area now owns the theatre, and needs to raise $3,400,000.00, of which the group now has $1,000,000.00. The money will be used to renovate the inside, and move the project along. There is a 10-month time frame in which they hope to complete fund raising, do the renovations, and occupy the theater. They anticipate employing 13, and have a Board made up of all volunteers.

 

Supervisor Hameister asked about the anticipated yearly operation costs of the Theatre. Mr. Negra projected the Theatre is dependent on how much rent is received, especially since it is a non-profit, and many non-profit groups would most likely use it. He stated the group anticipates that it will operate at a deficit, and will be reliant on outside sources of income. The Pennsylvania Chamber Orchestra and Next Stage theater group have made commitments to the facility. He added that no one is ineligible to perform, but they must be able to draw enough interest to fill the vast majority of the 560 seats to make it profitable for all. He also noted the group has already compiled a number of artists interested in performing.

 

Supervisor Hameister asked if is complement to Penn State’s new downtown theater, as it seems this is a parallel effort. Neil Porterfield responded that the new Penn State theater seats only 150, that it is primarily a laboratory for the university, and unavailable to the general public for use. The only venue the public may rent is Eisenhower Auditorium, and the fee is generally prohibitive. Mr. Hameister asked what Penn State’s role is with the State Theatre project. Mr. Porterfield stated they are supportive and excited, especially since there is opportunity for the University to rent the facility for use, such as midnight film screenings by its Film Department. Mr. Negra noted that there is interest from the Theater Department, as well as for acoustic research. However, the community owns the theater, and the community will come first.

 


Mr. Abbey acknowledged the group was at the meeting to ask the Township to be a contributor, since it is a community theater, and that is why they were providing the information. He stated the Borough’s donation was being given in three separate installments. Using guidelines based on the COG funding formula, they are asking Harris Township for a total of $20,000.00. 

 


Supervisor Hameister commented that the Township is currently in its second year of committing $13,500.00 to the Alpha Ambulance fund drive. He asked what the requested funds were to cover, and what remains to be done. Mr. Lee interjected that this is a line item that would have to be considered under the 2005 Township budget. Mr. Porterfield responded that only the façade of the building remains, and the interior would be totally remade to a state-of-the-art level. Additionally, proximate properties had been purchased for flow and egress needs. Mr. Hameister asked if there is a community campaign. Mr. Abbey responded that there is a Buy-A-Brick campaign, as well as pursuit of major donors. He also stated he would report back with progress from the request of other townships. Mr. Hameister suggested if the group wished to have more municipal participation they should consider an “Officials Day” where municipal leaders could tour the facility. Ms. Clark was asked to make a note to include this matter on the budget work session agenda.

 

B. CATA Service Plan

 


Vice-Chairman Wilson introduced Richard Kipp, Township CATA representative, to present an update on the 2004-2005 Service Plan. Ms. Clark noted that a copy of the Service Plan changes was included in the Supervisors’ meeting packet.

 


Mr. Kipp stated the information in the handout was in line with what he planned to report. He said of note was an increase of 21.4% in January, compared to a year ago, in riders on the B Route, which serves the Boalsburg – Harris Township area. The route averages 90 riders per day. The challenge right now is even distribution of service to all covered Centre Region areas during non-peak, mid-day hours. With the exception of the Vairo Boulevard area, which houses a great number of college students and does not have an off-peak time, CATA is trying to balance the needs of the various areas it serves. Additional service for the Willowbrook area, for instance, complicates scheduling, as it adds to the cost per mile, and Harris Township already has a difficult area to schedule. Unlike Penn State, which has short rides and high ridership, Harris Township has low ridership and long distance. He noted that Tussey Mountain is a particularly good value for those who use the transportation service, and that Tussey has contributed $4,950.00 to help provide service to their area. Mr. Lee noted that Penn State pays to have the Loop service on campus, and Ms. Clark added that several apartment complexes pay also, that their residents have free bus service to campus.

 


Mr. Kipp noted that the state passed a modest increase in appropriations and that CATA has had a better rate of ridership and recovery from the fare boxes, almost twice the state average. There was concern when the fares were raised to $1.25 that ridership would go down; however, the opposite has been true. Additionally, CATA is purchasing new, 28-passenger lower-floor CNG buses that should be of benefit to both the elderly and families of small children.

 


Mr. Kipp stated that Penn State research has proven that having public transit available is a benefit to a community. Also, the Township can be key in determining non-student use of the service. He encourages the local residents to contact CATA and the Board, and let them know they want more service. He said local apartment complexes could purchase service for their residents. He also noted that once residents start using the bus, they would find they can stay on to their destination, particularly to Penn State, and do not have to get additional transportation from a Park and Ride location. He acknowledged that to increase ridership there is a need for a mind-set change, so residents would see the value of using the bus system, as opposed to their cars.

 

C. Stormwater Management:  “When It Rains, It Drains”
 

Vice-Chairman Wilson introduced Township Engineer, Don Franson, to make a presentation of DEP information entitled “When It Rains, It Drains”, as part of the NPDES permits requirements. Ms. Clark noted that there was a deadline of March 10 to comply with the requirements.

 

Mr. Franson presented a prepared Power Point Presentation about stormwater, what the Township has already done, and what it would be doing. He explained what stormwater is, and the primary goal to protect and manage it. He noted that the Township has implemented many of the requirements that are part of the NPDES. Requirements include implementing a stormwater management project, tracking progress toward the goals, and reporting progress by June 2004. Goals include public education, public participation and involvement, construction site runoff management, post-construction stormwater management, illicit discharge detection and elimination, and good housekeeping and pollution prevention.

 

Supervisor Lee asked about the cost. Mr. Franson stated this is an unfunded mandate, as part of the 1972 Clean Water Act. However, there is not a great deal of hard cost, which is estimated to be about $1,700.00 for public involvement. The Centre Region was brought into the process because it was identified as an urban area by the government. DEP develops and oversees each project, and oversees minimum standards for the permit. 

 

 

D. Proposed Ordinance 243 – Stormwater Management Amendments

 

Ms. Clark reported that the purpose of this ordinance is to amend sections of the Township’s stormwater management ordinance to comply with National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit requirements. She noted the amendment deals with the sections of the Ordinance concerning post-construction runoff, erosion, and sedimentation. Also, there is added language for prohibited discharge.

 

Supervisor Hameister moved to approve Ordinance 243, amending Article III and Article VII of Chapter 13, Stormwater Management, of the Harris Township Code of Ordinances, for compliance with National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit requirements. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 3 to 0.
 

 

E. Resolution 04-07 – Homan Sewage Facilities Planning Module
 


Ms. Clark reported that in late 2003 the Board had previously approved a subdivision plan for the Fred and Isabella Homan tract. She reported that at the February Planning Commission meeting the Commission received and reviewed the Component II Sewage Facilities Planning Module for the Homan Subdivision. They voted to accept the module and forward it to the Board for approval. The Resolution is required by DEP as part of the module. There are no outstanding issues on the module, and staff recommended that the Resolution be adopted.

 


It was moved by Supervisor Lee to adopt Resolution 04-07, adopting the Sewage Facilities Planning Module for the Homan Subdivision. Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion. The motion was adopted unanimously, 3 to 0.

 

 

F. Resolution 04-08 – Harvest Fields Ministry Sewage Facilities Planning Module

 

Ms. Clark reported that the Planning Commission received and reviewed the Harvest Fields Ministry Component II Sewage Facilities Planning Module at their February 17 meeting. They voted to approve the module and forward it to the Board for their approval. This was part of the planning module that the Ministry must complete in order to install the new on-lot disposal system with a larger capacity. Township staff has also reviewed the module, and has no outstanding comments.
 

Supervisor Lee moved to adopt Resolution 04-08, adopting the Sewage Facilities Planning Module for the Harvest Fields Ministry Center. Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion. The motion was adopted unanimously, 3 to 0.
 

 

G. Code Board of Appeals Appointments
 


Ms. Clark reported that at the February 23 COG General Forum a motion was made to appoint one new individual to the Centre Region Building and Housing Code Board of Appeals, and retain several existing members. John Deffenbaugh was appointed, and Thomas Brown, Galen Dreibelbis, Edward Gannon, Walter Schneider III, and Jesse Smith were reappointed to three-year terms. The motion was referred to the individual municipalities for appointment of the same individuals.

 


Supervisor Hameister asked if the make up of the Board was evenly distributed within the municipalities. Ms. Clark responded that the majority of the members were from one township, but that the appointments were more based on their profession than locale. They meet rarely. Ms. Liggett added that they are of value to CRPA staff as they serve in an advisory capacity. Currently a new code is being reviewed for adoption, which means there may be new interpretations. The current members bring much expertise to the position.

 


Supervisor Lee moved to appoint John Deffenbaugh to the Centre Region Building and Housing Code Board of Appeals, and to reappoint Thomas Brown, Galen Dreibelbis, Edward Gannon, Walter Schneider III, and Jesse Smith, for three year terms, commencing February 29, 2004. Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion. The motion was adopted unanimously, 3 to 0.

 

 

H. Parking In The Agricultural and Forest Districts
 


Ms. Clark noted that several years ago Township resident Randy Aikens requested an amendment to the parking requirements to allow for pervious parking in the Agricultural and Forest districts for certain uses such as recreation areas, and similar to what was installed as part of the Galbraith Gap project. She noted that this issue has been on-going since 2001, and has been discussed back and forth between the Planning Commission and the Board. The Commission discussed the proposed amendment late in 2003 and voted to forward it to the Board for consideration. She pointed out the proposed amendment sent to the Board prior to the meeting. She noted that the Commission did request changes that would require paved handicapped parking spaces, and the Township Engineer also added language about the specifications that must be met for materials used in a pervious lot. In addition to Mr. Franson, Ms. Liggett, and Mr. Shea and she worked together to get the specifics, and they recommend that the Board decide if they wished to pursue adopting the amendment or not.

 


Supervisor Lee questioned if this would protect the Township with regard to parking in these districts. Ms. Clark responded that the amendment would help to protect the drainage, something the Township does not have clarified currently. Supervisor Hameister asked what was being changed in the Ordinance. Ms. Clark replied that the document that was distributed listed the amendments. Ms. Liggett added that previously the Township did not have specific standards and had not defined any standards. Mr. Franson helped clarify the standards that were being recommended.

 


The Board agreed by general consent to advertise a proposed ordinance to add parking regulations for public and private recreation uses in the Agricultural and Forest zoning districts.

 

 

MANAGER’S REPORT

 


Ms. Clark highlighted the meeting she had with members of the Communities That Care representatives from the State College Police and representatives from the Youth Service Bureau to discuss the neighborhood watch and other outreach programs that are being conducted at Ashworth Woods. She noted that these programs have resulted in a substantial decrease, about 40%, in police calls. The focus has been on at-risk youth

 


Ms. Clark announced that the Township received a $20,000.00 grant as a result of a state grant application submitted by Maintenance Director Al Klinger for recycling. The grant will be used to purchase a new leaf collection machine and two new aluminum boxes for the back of the trucks.


Ms. Clark reported that an issue with the Loop Road-Torrey Lane rebuilding and relocation project has arisen. She reminded the Board that staff has been working with the two property owners whose land is needed to rebuild the roads. She received a call from the owner of a crucial property saying he is no longer interested in participating. This jeopardizes both the project and the money that has been allocated by the County, which will be lost if the project is not completed as originally intended. There is apparent confusion on the part of the appraiser of the property as to ownership and liability. She will contact the appraiser in hopes of getting the project back on track. Otherwise, the Township will have no choice but to condemn the land, which is 550 square feet in size and a critical piece, if they wish for the project to proceed. This must be done, or the Township will lose the money from the County. This is critical because it is a part of the collector street required for the Springfield Commons PRD, and is not just for that plan, but also for other properties that might be developed. Mr. Wilson stated that the Board was not anxious to waive the requirement of the PRD accessing a collector street.

 



Vice-Chairman Wilson then asked what the time frame was in condemning a property. Mr. Franson responded that it was very quick, and Ms. Clark added that the Township would have to contact its solicitor. Supervisor Hameister wondered if the possibility of condemning the land might change the owner’s mind. Mr. Franson replied that there is confusion on both the appraiser’s and the owner’s part, that the perceived ownership and liability issues are what is unclear to them. Ms. Clark added that the value of the land is still unknown because the appraiser refused to do the appraisal.

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHER SHEET 2004-03

Supervisor Lee questioned the amount listed for the Boalsburg Fire Company. Ms. Clark responded that it was the amount budgeted for them, and that she has received their financial statement. He then questioned the contribution given to Alpha Community Ambulance. She stated that is the portion of money 2003 dedicated for their fund drive for the Alpha’s building project. The Township will make its second payment at the end of 2004.

 

Supervisor Hameister questioned the expenditure of $3,131.08 for Maintenance Truck #4, and whether it would be better to purchase a new truck. Ms. Clark answered that the truck was purchased in 1996, and that Liquid Fuels Funds are being used to pay for the repairs. However, she will recommend putting the purchase of a new truck in next year’s budget.

 

 Supervisor Hameister moved the approval of Voucher Transmittal Sheet 2004-3. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion to approve the vouchers was approved unanimously, 3 to 0.

 

COG/COMMITTEE REPORTS

Executive Committee:  



No Report

 

Finance Committee:  

No Report 

 

Public Services Committee: 
Report distributed. Mr. Hameister added that there is an ad hoc committee to evaluate the fire services.
 

Spring Creek Watershed Commission:  
Mr. Hameister noted there was a presentation by Ann Donovan of the Centre County Conservation District on soil conservation. This was part of Phase I of the Watershed Plan being administered by Clearwater Conservancy.

 

 

SCCCTS:  
Report distributed. Mr. Lee noted that the COG Transportation Committee voted 5 to 0 to pass Resolution 04-04, approved by the Township Board of Supervisors at the February 9 meeting, to the COG Executive Committee.

 

Personnel Committee:  
An organizational meeting was held February 10. Mr. Wilson noted he was elected chairman; Dave Fryer of College Township is vice-chairman. A new member was added: Richard Killian from Ferguson. The will develop a job description for the COG Executive Director.

 

Code Committee:  
The committee reorganized on February 11. There was review of Penn State’s participation in the new state Code requirement (Act 45). Halfmoon Township requests participation in Centre Region Code enforcement area, and all municipalities will have to adopt new Code ordinances to comply with Act 45.

 

Transportation Committee:  


Report distributed

 

Ad Hoc Regional Parks and Recreation Committee:  No Report

 

OTHER

 

Supervisor Hameister noted Gert Aron’s report as Township representative to the Board from the Water Authority.

 

Supervisor Hameister moved to adjourn the meeting at 10:02 p.m. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 3 to 0.
 

 

Submitted by,

 

 

 

 

Kristin L. Clark, Township Secretary

 

