HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Minutes of June 25, 2003


A regular meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors was called to order June 25, 2003, at 4:02PM in the Township meeting room by Chairman Dennis Hameister. Those in attendance were Chairman Dennis Hameister, Vice-Chairman Charles Graham, Supervisor Josephine Chesworth, and Supervisor Cliff Warner. Supervisor Nigel Wilson was absent. Also in attendance were Harris Township Manager Kristin Clark; Zoning/Ordinance Enforcement Officer Todd Shea; Phyllis Favorite, Secretary Pro-tem; John Dutton, Harris Township Resident; Chief Tom King, State College Police; Sharon Faulkner, Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee Chairman; and James Rossi, C-NET.


Chairman Hameister led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Public Hearing


Chairman Hameister opened the public hearing on the proposed amendment to Ordinance 235, Accessory Apartment Regulations, at 4:05PM. Mr. Shea spoke to the proposed amending of Ordinance 235, clarifying that it meant one additional off-street parking place would be required, bringing the required number of parking spaces to two; and that the square footage requirements were changed from 500 square feet maximum to 750 square feet maximum.


Mr. Shea spoke to changes in proposed amendments to Ordinance 236, Special Events Ordinance. He noted that changes include the new definition of “Business”, and a new requirement to report the number of tickets for the event, and that these were part of the main changes.


Township resident John Dutton spoke to the proposed changes to Ordinance 236. He observed that, when the original ordinance was drafted by State College Police Chief Tom King, there was a paragraph included that dealt with decibel ratings being no greater than 60. Also, he noted that in the original paragraph there was to be no outdoor amplified sound after 10:00 PM Sunday through Thursday, or after 11:00 PM Friday and Saturday. He asked that the paragraph be restored as originally written. 


Chairman Hameister stated that the recommendation would be taken under consideration later in the agenda, and that input from Chief King would help clarify the proposed amendments.


It was moved by Supervisor Warner, and seconded by Supervisor Graham, to adjourn the public hearing. The public hearing was adjourned at 4:08PM. The motion was carried unanimously. 

Township Business

Chairman Hameister called the regular meeting to order at 4:10PM. He introduced new Harris Township Manager Kristin Clark to the assembly, and welcomed her on behalf of the Board.  He then thanked Todd Shea for his service as Interim Township Manager for the previous six months.

A. Approval of the Minutes

It was moved by Supervisor Graham, and seconded by Supervisor Warner, that the minutes of the May 12, 2003 Board of Supervisors Meeting be approved as submitted. Motion carried unanimously.

B. Representative Report

Richard Kipp was unavailable to deliver his written report. It was noted that there is a slight increase to the township’s contribution to the CATA budget of about $1,000. Chairman Graham stated that he would like to have CATA renegotiate the flat rate the authority charges the large student apartment complexes in other townships, and increase their contribution to the budget. He said he believed the townships are underwriting ridership costs of these private complexes, which are occupied primarily by Penn State students, and that was not the responsibility of those townships that contribute.


Chairman Hameister noted that the ridership on the “B” Route had declined slightly

Sharon Faulkner, Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee Chairman, joined the meeting at 4:20PM

C. Stormwater Project Bid Award – Harris Avenue to Memorial Drive

Mr. Shea commented on the location of the Stormwater Project. He stated that Don Franson, Harris Township Municipal Engineer, had reviewed the bids. Mr. Shea noted that Eby Paving had the low bid, and that it was close to the engineers’ estimate and budget for the project. He also noted that Eby Paving does quality work and has a crew that works with Stormwater projects. Mr. Graham asked if this project had been “over engineered” as he previously requested. He was concerned if the pipe capacity is large enough to prevent flooding. Mr. Shea assured him that Mr. Franson recognized those concerns and included inlets in the pipes, and swales above the pipes, to compensate for over-capacity.  Supervisor Warner moved to award Project #03-01, Harris Avenue to Memorial Drive Stormwater Project, to EBY Paving, in the amount of $108.534.55, which includes Alternate #1. Seconded by Supervisor Chesworth. Motion approved unanimously.

D. 2003/2004 CATA Budget

Supervisor Graham noted that the price increase to the Township for the budget was minimal. He believed CATA is doing everything it can to cut expenses, and noted there will be elimination of three positions. He stated CATA is looking for other income items, but wants to avoid advertising on buses at this time. Supervisor Chesworth moved to adopt the CATA budget for 2003-2004. Supervisor Warner seconded. Motion carried unanimously.

Chief Thomas King of State College Police joined the meeting at 4:28PM

E. Proposed Ordinance 236 – Special Events Ordinance

Chairman Hameister noted that a special hearing had been held about the proposed amendments to Ordinance 236 prior to this meeting. Township resident John Dutton spoke to the issues during the public hearing


Regarding the decibel recommendation, Chief King stated that decibel readings are not exact, and can be difficult to measure consistently. He also reminded the Board that this proposed ordinance does not affect only the residential and business area of particular concern, but all similar outdoor events within the Township, and that there may be unintended consequences.


Mr. Shea noted that Ron Woodhead, Director of Centre Region Parks and Recreation, reviewed the proposed ordinance and recommended adding one sentence, stating that anyone proposing an event in a Township park also must observe Centre Parks and Recreation policies at a Township park.


Questions arose regarding who is cited for a violation, the accuracy of the decibel evaluation, focus on the curfew, as well as the hours of the allowable amplified sound. Todd Shea noted the ordinance deals only with outdoor amplified sound, not indoor.


Dr. Dutton suggested a compromise on the time allowable for amplified sound operation. After discussion, Supervisor Graham moved, and Chairman Hameister seconded, that the draft of Ordinance 236 be amended as follows: “Amplified sound operation will be permitted during the week until 10:00PM Sunday through Thursday, and until 12:00AM Friday and Saturday.” Discussion ensued. Motion to amend ordinance approved unanimously.


It was moved by Supervisor Graham, and seconded by Supervisor Warner, to table the vote for adoption of Ordinance 236, as amended, until the July 14, 2003 Board Meeting. Motion approved unanimously.

F. Proposed Ordinance 234 – Rental Permit Revocation
Mr. Shea stated that Chief King reviewed the recommended updates, and made suggestions to clear up and add to the existing ordinance. It was believed that the Board wanted more leverage in dealing with repeat violations by apartment owners or their occupants. Chief King stated that State College Borough’s adoption of a similar ordinance has made an impact on lessening problems in the Borough. He said it has been very effective in getting the attention of property owners, and reducing violations. He believed that Harris Township has made good progress in strengthening the ordinance with the recommendations. 

Supervisor Graham thought it would be difficult for one property to accrue 6 convictions in a one-year period, the trigger necessary to revoke a rental permit. He suggested using a rolling calendar, similar to points on a driver’s license. Chief King stated the Borough ordinance allows for 9 convictions over 2 years. Mr. Graham thought that was too long a time period, and suggested reducing the number of convictions to 3. Mr. Shea cautioned that was a strict number that may not hold up if challenged. He recommended increasing the time period to 18 months for the 6 convictions.

Chairman Hameister declared he did not think the Board of Supervisors was in a position to adopt the proposed ordinance as currently written. Chairman Hameister stated that further review by Township Manager Kristin Clark and Mr. Shea is necessary. He directed the Township Manager to obtain copies of leases to assist in the review and recommendation. No vote was taken on the proposed ordinance.

G. Proposed Ordinance 235 – Standards for Accessory Apartments

Mr. Shea stated the object of the amendment is to assure that an accessory apartment is not equal or bigger in area than the house to which it is part, because then it would no longer be accessory.  It was moved by Supervisor Warner, and seconded by Supervisor Graham, to approve the ordinance. The motion was carried unanimously.

H. ​Boalsburg Fire Company Request

A motion was made by Supervisor Chesworth, and seconded by Supervisor Graham, to approve the request from the Boalsburg Fire Company to permit the use of the Centre Hall and Alpha Fire Companies Fire Police for traffic control during the People’s Choice Arts Festival, July 9 to July 13, 2003. Motion carried unanimously.

I. Centre Hall Fire Company Request

A motion was made by Supervisor Graham, and seconded by Supervisor Warner, to approve the request to permit the use of the Boalsburg Fire Company Fire Police for traffic control during the Centre Hall Fireman’s Parade, July 17, 2003 (rain date of July 18, 2003). After brief discussion the motion was carried unanimously.

J. Executive Session

Chairman Hameister previously requested an executive session to discuss matters related to personnel. The executive session will be held at the conclusion of the regular session.

Manager’s Report


Mr. Shea had no additional comment for his report that was included with the agenda packet. 


Supervisor Graham moved that the Township should advertise removal of the “No Parking” designation on the portion of East Pine Street between Church and Academy streets. Seconded by Supervisor Chesworth. Discussion followed. Mr. Shea noted that if the Township wishes to remove the designation, then an ordinance must be written. Supervisor Graham changed the motion to direct staff to prepare an ordinance addressing the change in parking. It was seconded by Supervisor Warner, and accepted. The vote was taken and passed unanimously.


Chairman Hameister questioned Mr. Shea about an off-street parking space a property owner had requested for a tenant last year. Mr. Shea remarked that the property owner had done nothing with the permit, and that the tenant was relocating. 


Supervisor Chesworth asked Mr. Shea about the Springfield Commons development. She stated she had seen advertising for sale of lots in a local publication, and that the illustrated development plan was the same as what the Supervisors are considering. Mr. Shea said they should not be selling lots, because plans are non-existent as far as the Township is concerned. Chairman Hameister noted there was a real estate transfer published. Mr. Shea stated it was only for about half the land. Development is not currently scheduled.

Approval of Vouchers


Supervisor Graham moved the approval of Voucher Transmittal Sheet No. 2003-6. Chairman Hameister seconded the motion. After brief discussion the motion to approve the vouchers was unanimous.

COG Committee Reports

Executive Committee:  Did agenda for Forum; did not meet

Spring Creek Watershed Commission: no report

Finance Committee:  no report

Public Services Committee: Opened bids for waste management contracts for next year. Three bids received, including current.  No decision has been made yet.

SCCCTS: no report. Will meet July 1.

Building Oversight Committee: while the Regional Fire Protection committee will continue, the Building Oversight Committee will disband. A plaque of those who are on the committee as well as contractors has been placed for dedication.

Personnel Committee: no report

Code Committee: no report

Transportation Committee: The expansion of the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) is not progressing because Penn State has not announced their financial contribution. While the county has the in-lieu-of funds, they have not yet been designated as MPO funds. Township Manager Clark noted there is a meeting of all the township managers regarding this on July1.

Ad Hoc Regional Parks and Recreation Committee:  The $750,000 grant to purchase parkland from the University that was previously approved has been denied by the new state administration. The University appears willing to extend their offer.

The regular meeting was recessed at 5:30PM. The Supervisors convened for an executive session to discuss the new Township Manager’s employment agreement.  The regular meeting was reconvened at 5:35PM.

It was moved by Supervisor Graham and seconded by Supervisor Warner to adjourn the regular meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 5:36PM by a unanimous vote.

Respectfully submitted,

Kristin L. Clark, Township Secretary
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