HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Regular Meeting

Minutes of July 10, 2006

The regular meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors was called to order on July 10, 2006, at 7:30 p.m. in the Township meeting room by Chairman Clifford Warner. Also in attendance were Vice-Chairman Dennis Hameister, Supervisor Charles Graham, and Supervisor Chris Lee. Supervisor Nigel Wilson joined the meeting at a later time. 
Also in attendance were Harris Township Manager Amy Farkas; Todd Shea, Zoning/Ordinance Enforcement Officer; Phyllis Favorite, Staff Assistant; Bob Crum, CPRA Director; Cynthia Hahn, C-NET Director; Lauren Intindoli, James Reguet, and Will Weiler, C-NET; Van Winter and Glenn Dry, Boalsburg Fire Company; Township residents Cathy Flood, Jody Hugill, Joe Russo, and Michael Tanitsky.
Approval of Minutes

Supervisor Graham moved to approve the minutes of the May 24, 2006 meeting and of the June 12, 2006 meeting. Vice-Chairman Hameister seconded the motion. The motion to approve the minutes was unanimous, 4 to 0.
Public Comments

Chairman Warner asked for comment regarding items that were not on the agenda.

Ms. Farkas noted that there had been correspondence from Adam Brumbaugh of College Township regarding a fund-raising situation with the Alpha Fire Company that affected the Boalsburg Fire Company (BFC).

Glenn Dry, BFC President, reported that over 220 residences in College and Harris townships that are served by the Boalsburg Fire Company received letters of solicitation requesting donations for the Alpha Fire Company. Mr. Dry said he had contacted the fund-raising company regarding this, and they responded that they were aware this might occur. The company has done soliciting for both fire companies in the past. Mr. Dry said BFC has been providing fire protection for areas of College Township since the year 2000, in addition to Harris Township, and that he was concerned about the method of solicitation as well as the duplicate soliciting that occurred. He said BFC is sending letters of apology for the double solicitation and to reassure those residents that they are still being protected by the fire company. Mr. Dry expressed concern about the impact of this occurrence on future fund-raising.

Vice-Chairman Hameister asked Mr. Dry to report about the new BFC vehicle purchase. Mr. Dry said that a 2,500 gallon KME Tanker had been delivered just before the Board meeting, and commended the committee, headed by Jeff Musser, for the research and acquisition of the new tanker. 

TOWNSHIP BUSINESS

A. C-NET Presentation

Cindy Hahn, C-NET Executive Director, was present to provide an overview of the organization, its operations, the government and education institutions that support C-NET, and the future of the channel.

Supervisor Wilson joined the meeting at 7:58 p.m.

B. Centre region Growth Boundary/Sewer Service Area Implementation Request

Bob Crum, Centre Regional Planning Agency Director, was present to discuss the draft Centre Regional Growth Boundary (RGB)/Sewer Service Area (SSA) Implementation Agreement and its impact on the Township. Mr. Crum reviewed the most recent history of the expansion, noting that after deciding upon five parcels for inclusion in an expanded SSA, the municipalities reached a stalemate. An ad hoc committee was appointed by the COG General Forum in an effort to reach consensus.

Mr. Crum said that after several meetings, there were three conditions that the committee wanted established for future Act 537 considerations. A significant condition is to develop and use a formalized process to expand the RGB/SSA. This stipulation came about because there was not a great deal of information or background submitted by those requesting inclusion of parcels, and a process to better evaluate each request based on merit is needed. 

Mr. Crum called the Board’s attention to the first draft of an implementation agreement previously issued to the Board. The agreement intends to define what constitutes a development of regional impact, since a unit vote of all six municipalities is needed to approve parcels’ inclusion in expansion. A development of regional impact is defined in two ways: 1) a request for expansion of the existing sewer service area or 2) a development that proposes an upzoning resulting in the creation of 50 or more EDUs. Mr. Crum noted these two developmental issues impact not just the local municipality but the region as well. The agreement is also drafted to reflect that individual municipalities agree they will not undertake the aforementioned actions without the proposals going through a regional process. 

Addressing the first issue, Mr. Crum noted that the COG needs to establish a regionally consistent application process which would require more detailed information by the applicant on the impact of a proposed expansion. He remarked that the process could address the concern from some municipalities that the current time period between the Act 537 expansions is too long. Mr. Crum said the second issue of impact, upzoning parcels and creating greater density, needs to be addressed through an advisory role by COG, although the decision would still reside with the municipality. 

Vice-Chairman Hameister expressed concern regarding how many times per year the General Forum would have to consider requests, as this could become a lengthy process that supplants other issues for the General Forum. Mr. Crum said there would be one General Forum meeting per year dedicated to expansion. Vice-Chairman Hameister suggested that should a developer submit a request and it is denied there should be a multi-year waiting period before submitting another application for the same property. He also suggested that the responsibility to outline the impact of a new development on the RGA/SSA be placed on the developer requesting the inclusion and not on CRPA or township Staff.

Mr. Crum stated that the Municipalities Planning Code (MPC) would permit implementation planning agreements for local governments. An application packet would be developed to give to developers, rather than local municipalities, to start the process. Simultaneously, smart growth criteria needs to be developed by the region to complement the process. Supervisor Lee suggested that the smart growth criteria as defined by CRPA be added, and that detailed explanation should be required from a municipality that votes against inclusion of a parcel. 


Supervisor Graham asked about the present situation with the five properties in question. Mr. Crum responded that, if a process can be developed as a result of the situation, the municipalities would agree to expand the SSA. 

Supervisor Lee questioned whether by requiring a regional review of a rezoning, municipality would surrender its rights. Mr. Crum said there is already regional approval needed in many regards, and that approval would be needed sooner under the recommended agreement, as opposed to later in the current process. A decision made by the General Forum would not be binding upon the individual municipality. Rather, it would only serve as an indicator of whether expanding the SSA to include one property is desired. He added that this would base future decisions on planning criteria and the application process. He reiterated that he thought it was important to have smart growth criteria included in the application.

Mr. Crum asked if the Supervisors felt they could support the process as proposed. By general consent, the Board agreed to let the process proceed. Mr. Crum commended C-NET for its help in educating local residents about the RGB and SSA expansion.
 

C. Whitetail Lane Request

Ms. Farkas reported that residents of Whitetail Lane had requested that an ordinance restriction on private roads that limits residences to five be waived to allow an additional residence. Jody Hugill, 350 Whitetail Lane, said that he was making the request because his family would like to build a house on the lane for his son. However, since there was a recent subdivision that created a fifth house on the lane, the ordinance prohibits this. He described the property in question, and noted that the soil had been perced and had passed. 

Supervisor Lee asked if there would be deed restrictions. Mr. Hugill affirmed that there would be appropriate restrictions. He noted also that there are topographical limitations that would likely restrict any future development. 

Mr. Shea noted that since the original restrictions were placed on private roads that there have been fire standards and private road standards that have been established.


General discussion ensued. Supervisor Graham recommended that the Planning Commission review the issue, as waiving the requirement could open the Township to similar requests from other landowners. Supervisor Graham moved to refer the issue of limiting the number of dwelling units on Township private roads to the Planning Commission for their evaluation. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

D. Dog Ordinance

Ms. Farkas reported that Joe Russo was present to discuss a proposed change to the Dog Ordinance that addressed barking issues. She noted that Staff continues to believe that the current ordinance is as effective as possible and does not recommend changes. She reviewed the opinion submitted by the Township Solicitor, who noted there is no provision defining “a person of reasonable sensibility”, as was proposed.

General discussion ensued.


Supervisor Graham moved to table the discussion of the proposed amendments to the Dog Ordinance. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

E. Oak Hall Bike Safety Request

Ms. Farkas reported that at the last meeting College Township resident Matt Keefer had presented the Board with a letter and petition seeking a reduction of speed limits, improved signs, and other safety measures along Warner Boulevard/Boalsburg Road and Brush Valley Road, near the Village of Oak Hall. She noted that the College Township Council had authorized sending a letter to PennDOT requesting that they address the safety issues on the roads, since they are state roads. She said several of that township’s residents who spoke in favor of the petition asked Harris Township to contact PennDOT and request a speed limit reduction along Warner Boulevard. 


Supervisor Lee moved to authorize Staff to send a letter to PennDOT seeking to lower the speed limit along Warner Boulevard to 35 mph from South Atherton Street to the Township line. Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

F. Linden Hall Bike Safety Request

Ms. Farkas noted that the Board had authorized a letter to Tom Zilla requesting that the proposed Linden Hall bike path be removed from the county’s Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP). She said that, after discussion of the project’s removal at the June 27th MPO meeting, representatives from Potter Township and area bicyclists voiced objection. It was then suggested that the subject be revisited, and a compromise reached.

Supervisor Lee said he believed that there should be a pedestrian/bike path from Harris Township to Centre Hall, and a Linden Hall to Centre Hall pedestrian/bike path. Vice-Chairman Hameister noted that the road in Linden Hall is already a designated bike route. Supervisor Lee suggested that the Board should ask the MPO to maintain the current ranking of a bike path as a generic listing of a request and, should it reach the point where it is approved for construction, that there should be discussion at that time about its location.


Supervisor Lee moved to request that the Centre County MPO keep Rank 29 - Harris Township to Centre Hall pedestrian bike trail on the Long Range Transportation Plan and edit the description to remove the reference to the Linden Hall portion, reflecting a Harris Township to Centre Hall bike path; further, when the project is funded that the Centre Region Bike Coalition and the Linden Hall Village Association are asked to provide input on the design. Chairman Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.
G. Regional Parks Documents

Ms. Farkas reported that at the June 26th General Forum meeting there were three documents pertaining to the regional park program that were forwarded to the municipalities for comment. They included the articles of agreement for Whitehall Road, the articles of agreement for capital funding, and the lease agreement for Oak Hall Park. She added that the Ad Hoc Regional Parks Committee has discussed these documents in great length over the last six months, with Chairman Warner serving as Harris Township’s representative. Chairman Warner noted that the documents have been greatly refined over the course of a year, and that the Committee is satisfied with the documents. It was noted by the Supervisors that they were happy with the documents.

Vice-Chairman Hameister suggested that equal emphasis should be placed on passive recreation opportunities for the Whitehall Road Park within the Articles of Agreement document. There were no additional comments.
H. Park Forest Community Pool Renovation Options 

Ms. Farkas noted that at the June 26th General Forum meeting a presentation was made for several options for the Park Forest Community Pool. The General Forum referred the matter to the municipalities for their comment. The four options include the following:
1. Option 1 – Repair the existing pool at a cost of $1.6 million

2. Option 2 – Replace the existing pool at a cost of $2.4 million

3. Option 3 – Replace the existing pool with a fun center component added at a cost of $3.2 million
4. Option 4 – Create a Family Aquatic Center at a cost of $4.2 million


Supervisor Graham said he believed that Options 3 and 4 would result in increased attendance and thus increased revenue for COG, and recommended that either Option 4, or a combination of Options 3 and 4, be forwarded. He said he thought the most extensive options should be the focus. Supervisor Lee said that he believed that the better the recreational facility, the more it would attract the kind of workforce that would then attract the type of industry that would move the tax base higher. Additionally, a higher quality facility would result in increased attendance and income that would help pay for the improvements.

Supervisor Lee moved to recommend Option 4, a Family Aquatic Center, or a combination of Options 3 and 4, for the Park Forest Community Pool Renovation, with the idea that the attraction would pay for itself; also, that this type of recreation facility is good for quality of life, which would have a positive impact on the local the economy. Vice-Chairman Hameister seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. 
I. Intercity Bus Facility

Ms. Farkas reported that at the June 26th General Forum meeting a presentation was made on the proposed locations for the intercity bus facility. She noted that the proposed locations are 1) Hastings and Porter Roads, and 2) the Chiller Building/Urban Village. The municipalities are asked to make any comment on the proposed locations, and make suggestions relating to project sponsorship as they deem suitable.


Supervisor Lee noted that the majority of the use of the bus facility would be from Penn State. He recommended that the Penn State locations should be the prime candidates for the facility, and that the University should place it on their master plan. Supervisor Graham agreed, and said the issue is primarily between State College Borough, Penn State, and the bus companies. He added that the facility should offer more than the bus stop and suggested there could be shopping and eating amenities.

Supervisor Lee moved that the Board of Supervisors recommendations for the Intercity Bus Facility be as follows:

1. That Penn State University should be the primary sponsor for funding the bus facility
2. That a multi-use facility with some revenue-generating businesses be considered as part of the location

3. That other locations that are consistent with Penn State’s master plan also be considered

Vice-Chairman Hameister seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

J. Ordinance 261 – Maximum Gross Vehicle Weight

Ms. Farkas noted a public hearing was held earlier for the proposed exemption of delivery trucks from road bonding requirements when making local deliveries. 


Supervisor Lee stated that if local deliveries include work vehicles this would destroy the roads. Ms. Farkas noted that construction vehicles would be placed in the suggested category and could destroy fragile streets. She added that the adoption of the proposed Ordinance would remove protections. General discussion ensued.

Supervisor Wilson moved to adopt Ordinance 261, amending restrictions on maximum gross vehicle weight. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously defeated.

K. Request to Close Ramsey Way

Vice-Chairman Hameister moved to close Ramsey Way on August 26th from 12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. for the Huntridge Manor Homeowners Association’s annual picnic. Chairman Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.
L. Request to Use the Boalsburg Fire Police

Supervisor Graham moved to approve the use of the Boalsburg Fire Police on July 29th from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. for the Last Cruise Car and Motorcycle Show. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.
MANAGER’S REPORT


Ms. Farkas presented a written report.  
APPROVAL OF VOUCHER SHEET 2006-7
Vice-Chairman Hameister moved to approve Voucher Sheet 2006-7, for a total expenditure of $224,378.30 Chairman Warner seconded the motion. The motion to approve Voucher Sheet 2006-7 was approved unanimously.
COG/COMMITTEE REPORTS
Executive Committee:  
Report distributed with agenda.

Personnel Committee:  
Supervisor Wilson said the Committee approved the Fire Administrator hiring process, as well as the COG pay plan.
Finance Committee:  
No report
Public Services Committee: 
Report distributed with agenda. 
Spring Creek Watershed Commission:  
Report distributed with agenda. 
Code Committee:  
Report distributed with agenda.

Transportation Committee & CCMPO:  
CCMPO report distributed with agenda. There was no Transportation meeting.
Ad Hoc Regional Parks & 

Recreation Committee                                   Report distributed with agenda. 
ADJOURNMENT


Chairman Warner adjourned the meeting at 10:25 p.m.
Submitted by,

Amy Farkas, Township Secretary
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