HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Minutes of July 14, 2003


A regular meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors was called to order July 14, 2003, at 7:30 p.m. in the Township meeting room by Chairman Dennis Hameister. Those in attendance were Chairman Dennis Hameister, Vice-Chairman Charles Graham. Supervisor Josephine Chesworth, Supervisor Cliff Warner, and Supervisor Nigel Wilson. Also in attendance were Harris Township Manager Kristin Clark; Zoning/Ordinance Enforcement Officer Todd Shea; Phyllis Favorite, Staff Assistant; D.J. Liggett and Bob Crum, CRPA Planners; David Lee, Schlow Memorial Library Representative; Bob Potter and Paul Weener, Harris Township Planning Commission members; Van Winter, Boalsburg Fire Company; Harris Township residents Mary Donnelly, John Dutton, Mr. & Mrs. Marv Goldberg, Charles “Jim” Keener, Mr. & Mrs. Paul Brian Michaels, Richard & Carol Wysk; and College Township resident Megan Matthews.


Chairman Hameister led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Approval of Minutes

It was moved by Supervisor Graham, and seconded by Supervisor Warner, that the minutes of the June 25, 2003 Board of Supervisors Meeting be approved as submitted. Motion carried unanimously

Opening Remarks


Chairman Hameister noted that members of the International Historic Organ Society visited Boalsburg about 3 weeks ago to view the historic Druner organ that sits in St. John’s Church. He noted the organ had been built in 1864 in Quakertown, Pennsylvania, and is used for the Memorial Day concerts.


He noted that there is a new business, Tussey Mountain Motors, located at the former Village Exxon station.


Chairman Hameister asked Township Manager Kristin Clark to introduce Phyllis Favorite, who has been hired as the new Staff Assistant for Harris Township.


Chairman Hameister welcomed township residents and visiting young people to the meeting.

TOWNSHIP BUSINESS 

A. Representative Report


The Schlow Memorial Library Representative, David Lee, gave a report on the status of the new library. He noted that the goal for fund raising is $9.5million, with the goal of $3 million from private funds and $4 million from COG and the Borough of State College. There had been a grant of $2.5 million promised by the Governors Ridge/Schweiker administration, but the current governor has temporarily frozen that grant. Mr. Lee stated they have a deadline to have $2 million in cash by the end of this year, and they have gone to COG’s Finance Committee regarding the grant. The Finance Committee in turn has made a request that the funds be made available, and has been in contact with State Senator Jake Corman and other state representatives to address the issue of the releasing the grant with the current administration, as it was guaranteed.


Supervisor Chesworth asked if there is more funding coming from State College Borough. Mr. Lee stated the Borough has actually pledged $500,000.00 in addition to their share under the COG formula.

Supervisor Graham. inquired about the utility transfers. Mr. Lee responded that they have met with the three utility companies about relocating their services to the new library, and the challenges and approaches each will meet and take in light of the location of the new building. Verizon is experienced with this type of situation before, and plans to go underground. Allegheny Power will take a less expensive route between the library and the State College municipal building. He noted there is $500,000.00 in the budget for utility relocation. 


Mr. Lee stated that as of July 9, there has been $2,428,000.00 pledged, of which $1,115,000.00 has been received in cash. It is coming in at a rate of $50,000.00 per month He noted bids are being solicited to assist with moving the materials and furniture to the former State College Municipal Building, and there are companies that specialize in such moves and set up once a library is complete. Mr. Lee also noted that they have engaged Frank Schwab as a project manager. Mr. Schwab did the COG and State College municipal building recently, and did similar projects many years for Penn State University. He revealed that a $10,000.00 grant had been received from the Downtown State College Improvement District, which is not reflected in the numbers he presented in the report.


Mr. Lee stated that if there were any questions the Library Board meetings are open to the public. He encouraged people who are interested to attend.

B. Proposed Ordinance No. 236 – Special Events


Ms. Clark opened the subject by commenting on the debate from the June 25 Board Meeting regarding the proposed Special Events Ordinance, and that the desire was to wait until this meeting to adopt the ordinance as amended with a clearer version. A compromise was made at the previous meeting, and it was decided to wait until this meeting to adopt Ordinance 236 with the changes and added curfew for outdoor amplified sound as part of the regulation.


Chairman Hameister noted in particular the curfew hours as proposed, which are 10 p.m. Sundays through Thursdays, and 12 a.m. Fridays and Saturdays. Supervisor Graham moved to adopt Harris Township Ordinance 236, Special Events Ordinance, amending Ordinance 167 to establish additional criteria for the registration of Special Events. Supervisor Cliff Warner seconded it. 

Resident Marv Goldberg stated that, because he was unable to attend the discussion at the last meeting, he was under the impression that the Board had agreed to set the curfew at 10 p.m. Sundays through Thursdays and 11 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, not the proposed hours, He stated he was concerned about families with young children, and the noise late into the night. He believed State College Police Chief Tom King had the correct solution of ending at the earlier time, and supported the Bear Meadows residents’ stance. He noted it was not until fellow residents viewed the meeting on C-Net that concern was expressed about their position not being accepted at that time.

Mr. Dutton stated he was content with the current hours in the Ordinance, as opposed to the originally proposed time of 11 p.m. curfew Sundays through Thursdays, 12a.m. curfew Fridays and Saturdays. 

Supervisor Chesworth emphasized that the proposed ordinance was not just about the business concern near Bear Meadows, but however adopted would affect all outside events, including such events as the annual Boalsburg Fire Company Carnival

Resident Richard Wysk stated that the change in noise level from the time they first moved in to now was significant to them, and because of the proximity of the stage at Tussey Mountain to their property, the noise was excessive. He stated he preferred the Sundays through Thursday curfew hour of 10 p.m., and the Friday and Saturday hour of 11 p.m.


Mrs. Wysk asked Mr. Shea whether comments had been solicited from the owner of Tussey Mountain, Dave Fahrenbach. Mr. Shea stated that comments had not been solicited from Mr. Fahrenbach, but having heard about the proposed ordinance, Mr. Fahrenbach came to see him to discuss the situation. He had proposed a compromise on the hours, which was 11 p.m. on weekdays, and 12 a.m. on weekends. The hours recommended in Ordinance 236 are a compromise between he residents’ recommendation and Mr. Fahrenbach’s recommendation.


Resident Karen Ecklund questioned the benefit of one hour’s change in time. She suggested they start concerts earlier, as she believed the purpose was not solely about entertainment, but alcohol sales. In her opinion people would leave faster if it ended at 11 p.m., not 12 a.m.  


Chairman Hameister reminded those in attendance that it is a business being dealt with, and they have legitimate rights to operate.


Supervisor Graham stated he was not originally in favor of a curfew for outdoor amplified sound. He noted that disturbances can be handled as crimes, and that he is reluctant to put unreasonable restrictions on businesses. He pointed out that the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board (PLCB) is very sensitive to complaints about noise or disturbances at a regulated point of liquor sales, and that such issues with Tussey Mountain can be controlled by the PLCB. Such an establishment would be placed on a watch list if there were too many complaints. Additionally, crime codes are also effective in enforcement. He believed the compromise was fair because the Bear Meadows area became very populated after Tussey Mountain became a business. He also noted that not all Bear Meadows residents are unhappy with the proximate business.


Resident Carol Wysk expressed concern about disturbances not being eligible for complaint until after 12 a.m. on Fridays and Saturdays, and the fact that the affected residents had to make calls to report disturbances. She admitted the noise was not constant.


Supervisor Graham noted that a curfew would not entirely solve the problem. Mr. Dutton added that the benefit of one is that violations can be dealt with immediately.


Chairman Hameister asked for input from other Board members. Supervisor Wilson stated he thought the 12 a.m. ending time was not unreasonable, and noted few outdoor concerts end before 11 p.m. He understands from the business’s position that it is trying to be viable, and is concerned about placing too many restrictions on any business.  Supervisor Warner noted that time limits give the State College Police Department the leverage to enforce complaints, as opposed to the decibel recommendation initially proposed. Supervisor Chesworth stated she believed the 12 a.m. limit was reasonable, and that the curfew will give the police something to work with. Supervisor Graham reiterated that the PLCB is sensitive to complaints against establishments, and that legitimate complaints would place them in jeopardy. He said he believes this is the best way to approach the issues.


Resident Mary Donnelly spoke to the issue that the curfew time frame does not address noise during daytime concerts. She added that lyrics from some music played have been offensive and profane.


Chairman Hameister noted in the past that the Township, Tussey Mountain’s owners, and Chief King had met over problematic traffic, and developed solutions. He found the owners cooperative. 


Supervisor Graham moved to amend his original motion by changing Section 6, B.7. of proposed Ordinance No. 236,  from the recommended time of 12 midnight on Fridays and Saturdays, to 11:30 p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays. Seconded by Supervisor Warner.


Residents stated they believed the State College Police Department should regulate Tussey Mountain’s events of greater than 500 attendees.  Mr. Shea stated if it is determined a Special Event requires special services, the ordinance already provides that the sponsor is required to pay for such. He also noted that regulating special events is difficult, as it is up to the sponsor to provide the Township with ticket sale results before the event, and that may not be possible in all circumstances.


Chairman Hameister called the vote on the proposed amendment to Ordinance 236. It was approved unanimously. 


The vote was taken on Ordinance No. 236, Special Events, as amended. The vote was unanimous. 


The staff was directed to contact the PLCB regarding Tussey Mountain, with copies to Mr. Fahrenbach and Mr. Goldberg.  The staff was also directed to contact the State College Police Department regarding the number of citations that have been issued to date to Tussey Mountain.

C. Proposed Amendment to Burning Ordinance


Ms. Clark directed the Board of Supervisors to a copy of a letter received on July 2 that referred to the Special Events Ordinance, and the desire to tie its curfew hours in with a proposed amendment to the Burning Ordinance. Also attached were previous correspondences with the writers, Paul Brian Michaels and Patricia Michaels, by Mr. Shea over the last year.


Mr. Shea noted Mr. Michaels had attended past Township meetings particularly to address this issue. Concerns are about burning late at night, especially in summertime, and that there become air quality problems.


 Mr. Michaels spoke to problems of proximity of bonfires to his house, and that, with no time restrictions, it is difficult to predict when it is not detrimental to open windows. He noted that a bonfire could be burning at 1:30a.m., and still smoldering at 8a.m. He thought the Township should revise the recreational portion of the Burning Ordinance, and regulate hours of burning.


Boalsburg Fire Chief Van Winter stated there are loopholes with the Burning Ordinance, and the ordinance can be open-ended. While most fires are to be extinguished by sunset, backyard fires have no time limit. He has observed that smoke from such fires can engulf a whole neighborhood, and believes control of such fires would be beneficial.


Supervisor Graham noted that there is currently no stipulation that fires cannot be unattended, and suggested adding wording that would state if a fire is unattended, it must be extinguished.


Chairman Hameister asked for opinions from the Supervisors. Supervisor Wilson stated the rural aspect of Harris Township is attractive to many residents, and prohibiting burning could be discouraging. However, he agreed outdoor fires should be attended at all times, and the ordinance should be reviewed. Supervisor Warner agreed, and noted there could be unintended consequences. While Supervisor Chesworth agreed as well, she had concern whether it would also impact wood burning stoves. 


Chairman Hameister directed the staff to investigate the item and check with other municipalities about their positions. Planning Commission member Paul Weener suggested looking at it as a residential zoning issue, rather than a blanket ordinance for the Township. Mr. Shea noted that there are regulations, including those for farmers, but nothing that addresses recreational fires. Chairman Hameister asked that the Planning Commission be involved.

D. Regional Fire Protection Ordinance


CRPA Planner D.J.Liggett noted that the proposed ordinance was referred by COG to the individual municipalities for their comments and adoption. Several changes were made to reflect comments made by the municipalities. The CRPA does not recommend a signature block on a development plan recommended as a part of Section 4, Fire Protection Plan Review Procedure. What is recommended is that the Fire Chief provides written comment regarding review of a plan and any suggestions.


Chairman Hameister questioned when the block was removed, as it was part of the original discussion. Ms. Liggett stated it was removed in review. CRPA Planner Bob Crum added that the objective was to reach regional consensus on the ordinance.


Fire Chief Winter stated if a letter from the chief is attached to the review that was acceptable. However, he was also unaware that the signature block was removed from consideration on development plans.


 Chairman Hameister asked that the proposed ordinance be referred to the Planning Commission for further review. Mr. Shea noted that this is a model ordinance, and that municipalities have the power to adopt it or not. He stated some ordinances the Township currently has might be stronger. He expressed concern about the removal of the Fire Chief’s signature if there is going to be substantive review by the Fire Chief. He cited the Township’s position on road standards, particularly cul-de-sacs, and the fact that what the Township has currently is better than what was being recommended.


It was moved by Supervisor Warner, and seconded by Supervisor Wilson, that the proposed Fire Protection Ordinance be referred to the Planning Commission to determine if any future action should be taken to adopt the ordinance. The motion was unanimously approved.

E. Industrial Park – Amendment to Parking Regulations

A letter was received from the Boalsburg Investment Group requesting an amendment to the parking requirements for Industrial Parks that would change the requirement from 1 parking space per 250 square feet of floor space to 1 space per employee.


Mr. Weener noted the recommendation on the current square footage requirement was made not long ago. Concern was expressed on how to monitor getting employment numbers. Mr. Shea said the developer did state it would not be a concern if they would have to provide the number of employees, as they currently must give those employee counts to UAJA. However, he also said there must be triggers built in to increase parking in such situations. Ms. Liggett noted that other local municipalities also have the 1 space per 250 square feet requirement.


Mr. Shea stated the issue is an unfortunate consequence of combining the two zoning districts into light industrial. They may be required to have several more parking spaces than they will use.


Chairman Hameister recommended the Township take no action on the request. It was agreed to by general consent of the Supervisors.

F. Township Manager Ordinance – Revisions

Chairman Hameister noted that, in addition to the gender issues, Ms. Clark had provided a list of recommendations to update the current Manager Ordinance, which was adopted in 1968. Ms. Clark affirmed that there are state laws that would be relative to the updates.


Chairman Hameister stated it should be placed on next month’s meeting agenda. The Supervisors agreed by general consent.

G. Sight Distance – Church and Pine Street Intersection

Chairman Hameister noted this issue was brought to the attention of the Board by Supervisor Chesworth, and asked her to address the situation. She requested that the Board consider installing a convex mirror at the intersection of Church and Pine Streets. Cars are frequently parked in this area, which makes it difficult to maintain appropriate sight distance for making a turn. 


Bob Potter, Planning Commission Chairman, stated the Village District Study Committee had identified this as a problem area. Besides the recommendation for a mirror, it has been suggested there be no parking in that section to the Diamond. The Fire Department has also experienced problems making left hand turns. By general consent, the matter was referred to the Township Engineer, and it was also requested the Police be consulted.

 H. Expansion of Centre Region Senior Center – Fraser Plaza

Ms. Clark reported that, at the June 23 COG General Forum meeting, a motion was made asking participating municipalities such as Harris to consider authorizing a five-year lease agreement to expand the current Senior Center by 1,460 feet. The item is referred to these municipalities for their comment.


Ms. Clark noted the level of contribution to the Center would remain the same for 2003, since reserve funds from COG would be used to cover the increased cost. In the fiscal year 2004 the expansion would cost an additional $15,000.00, of which the Township share would increase by 6.5% to $985.00.


Chairman Hameister noted comments needed to be made by July 21, and asked staff to communicate that the Board supports the expansion. Supervisor Graham added the Senior Center should be encouraged to pursue income-generating opportunities.

I. Growth Forecasting

Ms. Liggett spoke to the Board about the April 28, 2003, COG General Forum meeting at which a presentation was made regarding the Centre County growth forecasting project that is currently underway. It involves the preparation of detailed, parcel-by-parcel growth of each municipality in the county for the next 30 years, and predicts the location, amount, and type of development expected to occur in Centre County. The last time this was done was 5 years ago. However, it differs because the results are being taken to each municipality for their review and comment.


The information will be of use in preparation of the Centre County Long Range Transportation Plan, as well as for future planning for sewer, water, and school facilities. Additionally, municipalities can benefit from review of the forecast data. The goal of the effort is for municipalities to reach consensus regarding the growth forecasts for their communities, which would lead to countywide consensus on forecast data for the entire county.


Mr. Crum distributed a copy of the Harris Township Forecasting Profile, and a report outlining assumptions used to develop the forecast data.  He particularly stressed that participation from the Board regarding whether it thinks the assumptions are accurate is important. Additionally, he stated the information could be used for planning future transportation, roadways, housing developments, sewer and water, especially with respect to the impact the surrounding areas have on the Township as the area population moves outward, as historically demonstrated. He noted information can be valuable for the Township and the Planning Commission so the Township can be prepared to decide whether the Township can accommodate the growth, and what type of growth it should be.


Mr. Weener stated the Planning Commission had looked at the numbers in the report carefully, and there was some concern that the number of houses was determining the growth of the region, jobs, and so forth. He stated that Penn State drives the growth of the region, and its growth has been slower than in the past. He also noted that, while the predicted numbers are on target for the growth of housing, the number of units is at a faster pace than the actual population. He commended Ms. Liggett and Mr. Crum for the detail given to the project.


Chairman Hameister requested comments from the Supervisors as to whether they believed the projections were realistic, and if they believed the figures were valuable in preparing for growth over the next 30 years. It was decided by general consent that no action be taken at this time.

J. Source Water Protection Steering Committee – Representative Appointment

Ms. Clark reported a request from the State College Borough Water Authority that the Township appoint a representative to the Source Water Protection Steering Committee. The Committee will be a multi-year project, and will address issues such as contamination and understanding the region’s water resources. It is anticipated the Committee will meet quarterly.


The need for such an appointment was questioned. By general consent, it was agreed that Chairman Hameister would take the issue to the Watershed Planning Group and raise the question of the need for such an appointment. 

K. Centre Region Building and Housing Code Board of Appeals

COG General Forum has referred to each municipality the formal appointment of four members to the Centre Region Building and Housing Code Board of Appeals. Those recommended are Robert Veronesi. David Shotsberger, Dan Smith, and Arlen Temeles. Each would serve a three-year term.


Supervisor Wilson moved to appoint Robert Veronesi, David Shotsberger, Dan Smith, and Arlen Temeles to the Centre Region Building and Housing Code Board of Appeals for a three-year term, beginning April 23, 2003. Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

Manager’s Report

Ms. Clark referred the Board to her previously submitted report. 

Chairman Hameister questioned the item regarding insurance. Ms. Clark stated it was supplemental accident insurance, and that it may be particularly beneficial to the Maintenance crew, who has been given the information. Supervisor Graham. stated he thought the Pennsylvania COG may have something that is more beneficial, and would be available at a discount price.

Chairman Hameister asked about the interest payment listed on the year-to-date budget report. Ms. Clark replied it was interest payment timing most likely, but she would check with the Finance Director.

Chairman Hameister questioned an expenditure-to-date of 208.73% for the Tools and Equipment Maintenance. Ms. Clark stated it was for maintenance of vehicles, specifically for a clutch replacement. 

Ms. Clark noted that revenue collected from taxes has greatly increased at this point in time.

Approval of Vouchers

Supervisor Graham moved the approval of Voucher Transmittal Sheet No. 06-03. Supervisor Chesworth seconded the motion. The motion to approve the vouchers was unanimous.

COG Committee Reports

Executive Committee:  did not meet

Spring Creek Watershed Commission: did not meet

Finance Committee:  Supervisor Graham noted the Alpha Fire Department is investigating leasing versus buying their fire equipment, which may affect how the Boalsburg Fire Company proceeds with new equipment needs.

Public Services Committee: Supervisor Chesworth noted they met, but had no quorum.

SCCCTS: Supervisor Chesworth noted they met on July 1, and addressed the road alternative, P1, Route 45. Concerns were expressed about the routing, and affect to existing roads. Next meeting is August 5. No recommendations were made.


Supervisor Warner added that there was no discussion about the two routes through Potter Township. He believes there will be at least 3 more months of study on the issue, as the committee is quite large. Results of the study will be given to the Board of Supervisors when complete, and alternatives can be suggested. Supervisor Chesworth stated there appears to be no deadline at this time. 

Personnel Committee: no report

Code Committee: no report

Transportation Committee: no report

Ad Hoc Regional Parks and Recreation Committee:  information given at June 25 meeting.

The regular meeting was recessed at 10:18 p.m. The Supervisors convened for an executive session to discuss the new Township Manager’s employment agreement.  The regular meeting was reconvened at 10:47 p.m.

It was moved by Supervisor Chesworth and seconded by Supervisor Warner to adjourn the regular meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 10:48 p.m. by a unanimous vote.

Respectfully submitted,

Kristin L. Clark, Township Secretary
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