HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Regular Meeting

Minutes of January 3, 2006

The regular meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors was called to order on January 3, 2006, at 5:00 p.m. in the Township meeting room by Chairman Nigel Wilson. In attendance were Vice-Chairman Cliff Warner, and Supervisor Dennis Hameister. Supervisor Chris Lee joined the meeting at 5:05 p.m. Supervisor Charles Graham was absent.
Also in attendance were Harris Township Manager Amy Farkas; Phyllis Favorite, Staff Assistant; D.J. Liggett, CRPA Senior Planner; Justin Baker, C-NET; Ray Regan, PennTerra Engineering; Jaime Saona, Villa Hermoza.
Approval of Minutes

Supervisor Hameister moved to approve the minutes of the December 12, 2005 Public Hearings, and the minutes of the December 12, 2005 Regular Meeting. Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. The motion to approve the minutes was unanimous, 3 to 0. 
Public Comments

Chairman Wilson asked for comments regarding items that were not on the agenda.  None were received.
TOWNSHIP BUSINESS

A. Organization of the Board of Supervisors
Supervisor Hameister moved to nominate Cliff Warner for Chairman of the Board of Supervisors. Chairman Wilson seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 3 to 0. Chairman Wilson moved to nominate Dennis Hameister for Vice-chairman of the Board of Supervisors. Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 3 to 0.
Chairman Warner assumed the chair at this time.

Supervisor Lee joined the meeting at this time.
B. Resolution 06-01, Submission of Two Streets to the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) for inclusion on Liquid Fuels Tax Reimbursement

Ms. Farkas noted that a portion of Brandywine Drive sits in Harris Township. College Township has asked that the Township accept two sections, known as tracts B and D, and place the sections on the Township’s Liquid Fuels list with PennDOT.

Supervisor Hameister asked whether this was a significant portion of roadway. Ms. Farkas responded that liquid fuels reimbursement would be minimal, and the Resolution was primarily a formality.


Supervisor Hameister moved to approve Resolution 06-01, submitting Sections B and D of Brandywine Drive for PennDOT inclusion in the Harris Township street system for liquid fuels tax reimbursement purposes. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.

C. Resolution 06-04, Pifer Minor Subdivision Plan and Sewage Facilities Planning Module
Ms. Farkas reported that Ray Regan of PennTerra Engineering had submitted a minor subdivision plan for the Pifer property on West Branch Road that would create a 1.6 acre lot out of the farm lot. The new lot would be served by on-lot sewer, which requires a planning module be submitted with the plan. Staff completed a review of the plan and Ms. Farkas noted that Todd Shea, Zoning/Ordinance Enforcement Officer, had emailed comments to the Board. He recommended approval, contingent on addressing a few deficiencies. Ms. Liggett added that the Township Solicitor had some comments, which were received just before the meeting, on the sewage easement. Additionally, she said a Highway Occupancy Permit is still needed.
Supervisor Lee moved to approve Resolution 06-04, the Pifer Minor Subdivision Plan and Sewage Facilities Planning Module, contingent on satisfactory completion of all outstanding comments. Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.
 

D. Villa Hermoza Waiver Request

Ms. Farkas reported that on July 11, the Board had conditionally approved a minor subdivision plan for the Villa Hermoza property on Sharer Road. One of the conditions of approval was that a 4,000 gallon water storage tank be installed for fire protection purposes. The property owners, Jaime and Carolyn Saona, have since decided they no longer wish to install the tank, and submitted a written request to the Board to waive the requirement. 
While the owners maintain that, under other circumstances they could build two houses on their lot without having to install the tank, Staff had explained that the storage tank requirement becomes a prerequisite as a result of subdividing the property, per the subdivision ordinance. Additionally, this is a safety measure that can apply only during the subdivision process. As such, Staff finds no compelling reason to grant the waiver request. Ms. Farkas added that Mr. Shea’s concerns include the possibility of future subdivision of the lot, despite the owner’s assurance to the contrary, and the need for fire safety.

Supervisor Lee asked if this was another case of the ordinance being too strict, and suggested that the Fire Ordinance may need to be revisited. Supervisor Hameister reminded the Board that the requirement was made for those areas outside water sources for fire protection. He added that the fire company would likely affirm that it is difficult to successfully cover structure fires with such limitations. He said he would check with the Boalsburg Fire Company Chief to seek their position on the matter.


Supervisor Lee moved to table the action on the Villa Hermoza waiver request until the February 13 Board meeting. Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.
Other


Supervisor Lee asked that the approval of the December 12, 2005 minutes be reconsidered, as he wanted to edit a comment he made about the 2008 Boalsburg anniversary celebration. Supervisor Hameister moved to reconsider the motion approving the minutes of December 12, 2005. Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously, 4 to 0. Supervisor Lee said he wanted the minutes to reflect that the activities were indeed in 2008, and that there was to be no conflict with the annual Memorial Day celebration.

E. Refuse/Recycling Program Contract Increase

A rate increase for the Regional Refuse and Recycling program had been forwarded to each municipality from the COG General Forum. The increase, which amounts to $10.08 per year, is due to rising fuel costs and an increase in tipping fees. Any comments regarding the increase will be forwarded to the COG Executive Director. Supervisor Hameister added that strong support was indicated for the increase at the General Forum.

            Supervisor Wilson moved to approve an annual increase of $10.08 per customer in the Regional Refuse and Recycling Program, beginning January 1, 2006. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.

F. Draft Centre Region Act 537 Sewage Facilities Plan Update

Ms. Farkas reported that a lengthy presentation was held at the COG December General Forum meetings regarding the first draft of the Act 537 Sewage Facilities Plan Update. The General Forum referred the plan to each municipality for review and comment by March 17, 2006. Ms. Farkas suggested that the plan should be referred to the Planning Commission for their review and comment at their January meeting, and then sent back to the Board for review and comment in February.

Supervisor Lee noted the volume of the report and asked that any changes be given to the Board in a timely fashion. He asked about an executive summary and an index, and Ms. Liggett stated that, while there is no formalized one, the recommendations made were in essence the executive summary. She added that there will be a joint meeting of all municipalities’ Planning Commissions, as well as one for both the PCs and their respective municipal officials regarding the draft recommendations.

Supervisor Lee recommended that the Board have a joint work session with the Planning Commission. Supervisor Hameister remarked that he did not see a need to have additional input since the Act 537 Update Plan has been extensively reviewed and discussed by the Township’s Planning Commission and Supervisors, as well as the member municipalities. Ms. Liggett cautioned that there could be recent issues that may impact all existing sewer service customers.

Supervisor Wilson moved to refer the draft Act 537 Sewage Facilities Plan Update to the Planning Commission for review and comment at their January meeting. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.

G. Annual Appointment to Positions Stipulated by Code or Ordinance
· Township Secretary-Treasurer

Supervisor Lee moved to appoint Amy Farkas to serve as Secretary-Treasurer of Harris Township for 2006, setting the Treasurer’s bond at $1,250,000.00. Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.

· Assistant Secretary-Treasurer


Supervisor Lee moved to appoint Charles Graham, Jr., to serve as Assistant Secretary-Treasurer of Harris Township for 2006, and adopt proposed Resolution 06-02. Chairman Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.

· Tax Collector


It was noted that Brenda Hameister was appointed at the end of 2005 to serve as tax collector, and needs to be reappointed for 2006 until the Township Manager is able to assume the duty later in the year as a resident. The Township office will continue to collect all taxes.
            Supervisor Wilson moved to appoint Brenda Hameister to serve as Tax Collector of Harris Township for 2006. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.

            Supervisor Hameister questioned whether the placement on a ballot of election for a Township Tax Collector was still required. Ms. Farkas responded that, while the Auditor position could be eliminated from the ballot in the future, at present the Tax Collector position could not, despite the use of the Township Tax Office as the collector of paid taxes. Supervisor Hameister suggested working with the Pennsylvania State Association of Township Supervisors (PSATS) to change the requirement.

H. Professional Appointments
· Township Engineer

Ms. Farkas noted that the Township has entered into an agreement for engineering services with College Township. While there is a contract with that township, it is necessary to formalize the appointment on an annual basis. She added that the Township should also appoint a traffic engineer to provide reviews for traffic impact studies. Don Franson, current Township Engineer, recommended that the Board appoint McCormick Taylor to serve as traffic engineer on behalf of the Township.

Supervisor Lee moved to appoint College Township Assistant Engineer Don Franson, P.E., to serve as primary municipal engineer for Harris Township for 2006, to appoint ELA Group to serve as alternate municipal engineer for Harris Township for 2006, and to appoint McCormick Taylor to serve as traffic engineer for Harris Township for 2006. Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.

· Sewage Enforcement Officer (SEO)


Ms. Farkas reported that Mr. Charles (Chuck) Herr has expressed interest in continuing to serve as SEO in Harris Township for 2006.

Supervisor Hameister expressed concern that the Township SEO and the alternate are from the same office. Ms. Farkas said she would investigate possible alternates for the Township.


Supervisor Lee moved to appoint Mr. Charles Herr and Ms. Pam Winter to serve as the Sewage Enforcement Officers (SEO) for Harris Township for 2006. Chairman Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.

· Township Solicitor


Ms. Farkas reported that after discussion, Amos Goodall, the current Township Solicitor, and the Township had mutually agreed to end their long-standing relationship. She recommended that Patrick Fanelli and the law firm of Andrews and Beard be appointed as Township Solicitor at this time. She said she would issue an RFP for area solicitors in order to find an alternate solicitor from within Centre County.

Supervisor Lee moved to appoint Patrick Fanelli and the law firm of Andrews and Beard as Township Solicitor for 2006. Chairman Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.
· Zoning Hearing Board (ZHB) Solicitor and Alternate


Supervisor Lee moved to appoint Mr. Richard Campbell and Mr. Scott Etter of the firm Miller, Kistler, Campbell, et al, to serve as Harris Township Zoning Hearing Board Solicitor for 2006, and to appoint Mr. Patrick Fanelli of the firm Andrews and Beard to serve as alternate Harris Township Zoning Hearing Board Solicitor for 2006. Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.

· Act 511 Tax Collector


 Ms. Farkas noted that the Harris Township Tax Office has been responsible for collecting Act 511 taxes, which are non-property based taxes collected for the municipality and State College Area School District. 

            Supervisor Lee moved to appoint the Harris Township Tax Office as the Act 511 Tax Collector for 2006. Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.

I.  Annual COG and Related Committee Appointments

Supervisor Hameister moved the following Annual Appointments for COG and Related Committees, as well the continuance of the substitution and voting practice by Harris Township for COG meetings:


COG Executive Committee – Cliff Warner


COG Finance Committee – Bud Graham

COG Personnel Committee – Nigel Wilson

COG Public Services Committee – Dennis Hameister

COG Code Committee – Cliff Warner

COG Transportation Committee and CCMPO – Chris Lee

Ad Hoc Regional Parks & Recreation Committee – Cliff Warner

Spring Creek Watershed Commission – Dennis Hameister 

Boalsburg Heritage Museum of Harris Township Board Member – Bud Graham
Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.

J.  Other Municipal Appointments and Reappointments
· Vacancy Board

Supervisor Hameister moved to appoint Josephine Chesworth to serve as Vacancy Board Chairman for 2006, with term ending December 31, 2006. Chairman Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.

· Centre Region Parks & Recreation Board


Supervisor Lee moved to appoint Roy Harpster to serve as Harris Township representative to the Centre Region Parks and Recreation Board for a five-year term, ending December 31, 2011. Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.
· Harris Township Planning Commission


Ms. Farkas noted that Jim Keener has agreed to serve another term on the PC. There is one opening on the Planning Commission, with four residents interested in the position. This will be discussed at an Executive Session later in the meeting.
· Centre Region Planning Commission


Supervisor Hameister moved to appoint Ronald Buckalew to serve as Harris Township representative to the Centre Region Planning Commission for a one-year term, ending December 31, 2006. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.

· Zoning Hearing Board


Supervisor Lee moved to appoint Tom Miller to the Zoning Hearing Board for a term ending December 31, 2009. Chairman Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.

· Harris Township Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee (PRAC)

Ms. Farkas reported that in 2006 the PRAC expanded to seven members, and the Committee has three seats to fill. Diane Farr has served on the committee for the past three years, and is interested in continuing. Bob Potter, recently of the Planning Commission, has also expressed interest, and an application was received from Township resident Bruce Lord. It was noted that Mr. Lord works for the Penn State School of Forest Resources.


Supervisor Hameister moved to appoint Diane Farr, Bruce Lord, and Bob Potter to the Harris Township Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee (PRAC) for terms ending December 31, 2009. Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.

· Centre County Metropolitan Planning Organization Technical Committee


Supervisor Warner moved to appoint Paul Weener to serve as Harris Township representative to the Centre County Metropolitan Planning Organization Technical Committee for a one-year term ending December 31, 2006. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.
K. Meeting Schedule
Supervisor Hameister moved to approve the 2006 Board of Supervisors Meeting Schedule as follows:
Regular Meetings


  Work Sessions (4:00 p.m., as needed)
January 3, 2006




January 25

February 13





February 22

March 13





March 22

April 10





April 26

May 8






May 24

June 12





June 28
July 10





July 26
August 14





August 23
September 11




September 27
October 9





October 25
November 13




November 22
December 11




December 27
Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.

L. Appointment of Delegate to State Convention
The PSATS Convention is scheduled for April 23-26, 2006, at Hershey Lodge and Convention Center, with discounts available for registering early. Ms. Farkas asked who from the Board planned to attend, and who would serve as the voting delegate to the Convention.
Supervisor Lee moved to appoint Dennis Hameister as Harris Township’s delegate to the PSATS Convention April 23-26, 2006. Chairman Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.

M. Resolution 06-03 Fee Schedule


Ms. Farkas noted that the Board adopts a Fee Schedule each year that lists the amounts charged for various Township and other agency services. She highlighted two changes from 2005: the increase in rates for the Sewage Enforcement Officer (SEO), and three additional fees for delinquent taxes.

Supervisor Hameister moved to adopt Resolution 06-03, setting the Fee Schedule for Harris Township. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.
MANAGER’S REPORT


Ms. Farkas presented a written report. 
APPROVAL OF VOUCHER SHEET 2006-1
Supervisor Wilson moved to approve Voucher Sheet 2006-1, for a total expenditure of $452,941.59. Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion. The motion to approve Voucher Sheet 2006-1 was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.
COG/COMMITTEE REPORTS
Executive Committee:  
No report 
Personnel Committee:  
Did not meet
Finance Committee:  
No report
Public Services Committee: 
Supervisor Hameister noted that the Committee may recommend an ad hoc committee to examine if the building process should be changed, in light of a proposal by Heritage I and CBICC to look at a volumetric billing process. Also, Randy Rockey reported that there would be training for the entire County in the National Incident Management System (NIMS) by March or April of this year.
Spring Creek Watershed Commission:  
Did not meet
Code Committee:  
No report.
Transportation Committee & CCMPO:  
Reports distributed with agenda. 
Ad Hoc Regional Parks & 

Recreation Committee                                   Report distributed with agenda. 
OTHER


The Township Appreciation Dinner will be held on Saturday, February 25, at the Boalsburg Fire Company Hall.


Supervisor Hameister asked about response to the Penns Valley Regional Comprehensive Plan. Ms. Farkas noted that all comments were forwarded to Centre County Planning Director Bob Jacobs.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

The regular session was recessed at 6:08 p.m. for an Executive Session.

ADJOURNMENT


The regular meeting was reconvened at 6:14 p.m. 


Supervisor Hameister moved to appoint Jim Keener and John Wainright to the Planning Commission, with terms ending December 31, 2010. Chairman Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.


The meeting was adjourned at 6:15 p.m. by Chairman Warner.
Submitted by,

Amy Farkas, Township Secretary 
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