Harris Township

PennDOT Public Hearing

January 26, 2005

6:00 p.m.

In attendance: Chairman Nigel Wilson Vice-Chairman Cliff Warner, Supervisor Charles Graham, Supervisor Dennis Hameister, and Supervisor Christopher Lee. Also in attendance were Harris Township Manager Kristin Clark; and Phyllis Favorite, Staff Assistant; D.J. Liggett, CRPA; Erik Brown, Rusty Hoover, and Karen Reese, PennDOT; Bob Igo, Ed Benner, Ron Buckalew, Bob Potter and Paul Weener, Planning Commission; Tom Zilla and Trish Meek, CRPA Transportation Planners; Talitacumi Aceveda and Kate Renner, C-NET; Nichole Dobo, Centre Daily Times; Vince Fudrow and David Williams, Elks Country Club; Township residents Pat Barbash, John Dutton, Fred Fernsler, Avis and Charles Filkins, Greg and Jeff Fredericks, Frank and Sherry Gensemer,  and Marv Risius; Michael Taylor, DMT Projects; and Al Drobka, architect.

Call to Order

Chairman Nigel Wilson called a Public Hearing to order at 6:00 p.m. for the purpose of discussing pending transportation projects in the Township.
Transportation Hearing

A. Mount Nittany Expressway Project 


Ms. Clark introduced PennDOT officials Karen Reese, Project Manager for the Bear Meadows project; Erik Brown, Plans Engineer; and Rusty Hoover, Project Manager for the Mt. Nittany Expressway project.


Mr. Brown thanked the Township for its invitation, and asked Ms. Hoover to explain the “Smoother Roads” project, which will be used for the Mt. Nittany Expressway (MNE) project. Ms. Hoover explained that this particular method is to be used for the section starting 1.3-miles from the SR 26 intersection and go to the end of the MNE, near the Tussey Mountain area, approximately 3 miles. There will be concrete patch, overlay, and guide rail improvements. In the area where the 4-lane section ends, PennDOT plans to divert traffic onto Business Route 322. She added that the project is expected to take 2 to 3 weeks, depending on the weather. 


Supervisor Hameister asked about traffic control at the intersection of Routes 322 and 45, near Omega Bank. Mr. Brown responded that PennDOT’s traffic department assessed the intersection, and it believed there was no merit to installing temporary traffic signals, but to use flaggers instead because of the short duration of the project. The timetable is to begin the project after the school year ends, to not work during holidays or special events, and to complete the project by September 1. All work will be done during daylight hours.


Ms. Clark remarked that concerns were raised because of the letter received from PennDOT which give the impression that there would be closures on the whole project area for the duration of the project, which would put a lot of pressure on Business 322. Ms. Hoover responded that because the cure rate is 7 hours, a patch completed by 11:00 a.m. means the lane would reopen at about 8:00 or 9:00 p.m. Mr. Potter noted that Country Place will be affected greatly, and asked about provisions there. Ms. Hoover said flaggers provided will be directed by the Project Engineer, who is yet to be determined. If the Engineer sees a problem it will be addressed.


Resident John Dutton asked how the added amount of traffic generated from two lanes to one, turning left onto eastbound Route 45 would be addressed. Ms. Hoover said the flagger, who would assess the traffic flow, would handle it, and that it would be up to the traffic controller how it should be dealt with. Mr. Brown added that they try not to let traffic sit longer than 15 minutes, but that it is a possibility. He noted that the project is designed based on past project histories, and, while there will be a date assigned to begin the project, he could not give a specific number of days that the project will take.

B. Bear Meadows/Elks Club Road Realignment

Ms. Reese introduced herself as the Project Manager for the Bear Meadows/Elks Club (BM/EC) Road Alignment Project. She noted that where the other project ends, this would begin. There will be 4 phases of traffic control. This is a center lane project the entire length. While the vertical grade will also be improved in this stretch allowing for greater visibility, the 45 mph speed limit will not be increased. There will be excavation to reduce the vertical grade, and restricted turns into Bear Meadows will be enforced temporarily. However, PennDOT is adding a turn lane into Bear Meadows as an outcome of the project. To maintain safety access Elks Club Road will be blocked AT Route 322, and detoured onto Route 45. This has been reviewed by all emergency services.


Supervisor Lee asked if the two road projects would be done simultaneously. Ms. Reese responded that because there are additional permits needed, rights-of-way clearances, and advertising scheduled for August, the BM/EC project would not be awarded until late 2005. The projects will not run simultaneously. Also, there would be temporary highway lighting and temporary traffic signals for this project. Ms. Clark asked if the signals would be made permanent. Ms. Reese stated it was unlikely that area would warrant a permanent traffic signal, according to the District Traffic Engineer. Mr. Wilson asked if there would be a detour of traffic from the road. Ms. Reese said it is stipulated that there is always 2 lanes of traffic, unless there is a shut down because of an accident.


Mr. Graham asked if the improvements would be continued to Potters Mills. Ms. Reese acknowledged that there is consideration of several intersections along eastbound Route 322, and PennDOT is looking to do comparable improvements, including turn lanes, although it is questionable whether there would be any grade changes.


Mr. Dutton asked why the BM/EC intersection did not merit a traffic light, as did the new prison, with similar traffic characteristics. Ms. Reese said the Township could request a traffic study, since the last one was done in 2003. She advised that signals and their maintenance come out of a municipality’s budget.


Mr. Lee asked about rerouting traffic onto Route 144. Ms. Clark said the Township received a response from Tom Zurat that it would need to be taken up with Yvonne Buck, PennDOT District Traffic Engineer. Mr. Brown said he was advised that Ms. Buck had decided that Route144 would not be opened to trucks until safety improvements were made.

Mr. Wilson asked if there could be approval secured for making the intersection lighting permanent while the project is ongoing. Ms. Reese stated the lights are temporary ones that get moved as the project progresses. Mr. Fudrow noted that there is a streetlight at the end of Elks Club Road, although not at Bear Meadows, but it is of farm grade. Ms. Reese responded that Harrisburg would have to review the standards to meeting any lighting requests.

Fred Fernsler, an Elks Club member and Township resident, asked if PennDOT had considered closing the road at Route 322, making it a cul-de-sac, and having the entrance to the Club only from Route 45. Ms. Reese said it had not been considered, and that is something the Township would need to assess, although there is a question of public safety in closing the road to emergency access.

Township resident Charles Filkins asked if the grade would be reduced in the vicinity of the Elks. Ms. Reese responded affirmatively, stating that PennDOT would cut the top of the hill as much as 6 feet, configuring it for the allowable sight distance for speeds up to 55 miles per hour, though the speed would remain at 45 miles per hour.

Adjournment

Chairman Wilson adjourned the Public Hearing at 7:15 p.m.

Submitted by,

Kristin L. Clark, Township Secretary
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