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HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Minutes of January 2, 2001
REGULAR MEETING

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Chairman Dennis Hameister; Vice Chairman John Tait, Supervisors Josephine Chesworth; Charles Graham, and Nigel Wilson.     

OTHERS PRESENT: 
Thomas Miller, Harris Township Manager; Ina M. Reed, Administrative Assistant;  

CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Hameister called the January 2, 2001 meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors to order at 7:31pm.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES:

Chairman Hameister stated that the December 11, 2000 meeting minutes of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors will be circulated when completed.  

CITIZENS COMMENTS:
There were no comments. 

TOWNSHIP BUSINESS: 
A.
Organization of the Board
Upon a motion by Supervisor Wilson, seconded by Supervisor Graham and carried unanimously, Dennis Hameister will continue as Chairman of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors for 2000: Ayes - 5, Nays - 0.

Upon a motion by Chairman Hameister, seconded by Supervisor Wilson and carried unanimously, John Tait will continue as Vice Chairman of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors for 2000: Ayes - 5; Nays - 0.

Upon a motion by Vice Chairman Tait, seconded by Supervisor Graham and carried unanimously, the Board closed nominations: Ayes - 5; Nays - 0.

B:
 Meeting Schedule

Upon a motion by Vice Chairman Tait, seconded by Supervisor Chesworth and carried unanimously, the meeting dates and times were set as proposed.  Meeting dates and time, including road inspection shall be as follows: 

PRIMARY MEETINGS

January 2, 2001


July   9, 2001

February 12, 2001

August 13, 2001

March 12, 2001


September 10, 2001

April 10, 2001


October 8, 2001

May 14, 2001


November 12, 2001

June 11, 2001


December 10, 2001

SECONDARY MEETINGS

January 24, 2001

July    25, 2001

February 28, 2001

August   22, 2001
 

March 28, 2001


September 26, 2001 

April 26, 2001


October 24, 2001

May 23, 2001 


November 28, 2001

June 27, 2001


December 26, 2001

The Township Manager asked whether Board members wished to participate in both bi-annually scheduled road inspections, noting that previously Board member indicated that they would like to delegate one of the inspections to staff.

Annual Appointment to Positions Stipulated by Code or Ordinance


1.
Township Secretary-Treasurer




2.
Assistant Secretary-Treasurer

Professional Appointment

1.
Township Engineer

2.
Sewage Enforcement Officer

3.
Township Solicitor

4.
Zoning Hearing Board Solicitor and Alternate Zoning Hearing Board Solicitor

5.
Act 511 Tax Collector

6.
Real Estate Tax Collector

Annual COG Committee Assignments

Supervisor Wilson moved to appoint the following Harris Township representatives to COG Committees, authorizing members of the Board of Supervisors to attend COG Committee Meetings in substitution for the appointed member, in the event of the appointed member’s absence and further that the substitute member be given the right to vote when substituting.  Appointed Committee members are responsible to find their own substitute and for providing specific voting instructions to that substitute.  In the event that a substitute Board member is unavailable, the Township Manager may attend the Committee meeting; however, the Township Manager’s voting privilege will be specific to the instructions of the appointed Committee member.  



Executive Committee 



Chairman Hameister 




Finance Committee



Supervisor Graham 




Personnel Committee



Supervisor Wilson 




Code Committee



Supervisor Wilson 




Transportation Committees 


Vice Chairman Tait 




Public Services Committee


Chairman Hameister 

The motion was seconded by Supervisor Graham and carried: Ayes - 5; Nays - 0.

By consensus the Board reaffirmed membership on the following Committees. 




Fire Training Site 



Supervisor Graham 




Section 42 Housing Task Force 


Supervisors Chesworth and Graham




Spring Creek Watershed Commission 

Chairman Hameister 




SR0322/SR0045



Vice Chairman Tait





COG Housing Committee


Supervisor Chesworth

Chairman Hameister noted that with the change of elected officials at the County level the status of the Spring Creek Watershed Commission is somewhat tenuous.  The Commission may or may not continue or it may continue with limitations. 

Other Municipal Appointments


Supervisor Chesworth moved to appoint Bill Elmendorf, Ken Hull, Deborah Johnson, Greg Roth, Elizabeth Smith, and Cliff Warner to the Harris Township Community Tree Planning Commission for one year terms; Jack Callahan to the Harris Township Zoning Hearing Board for a three year term; Don Johnson to the Vacancy Board for a one year term; Ron Buckalew as the Representative to the Centre Regional Planning Commission for a one year term; and Paul Weener as the Representative to the Centre Region Municipal Planning Organization Technical Committee for a one year term.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Wilson.  

Supervisor Graham questioned why the terms of members of the Tree Commission are appointed annually rather than on a rotating basis. 

Mr. Miller noted that Resolution No. 98-08 - Resolution to Create “Harris Township Community Tree Commission” adopted October 12, 1998 states that the Commission shall consist of five (5) members, who shall be appointed annually at the beginning of each calendar year.  

Chairman Hameister suggested that Tree Commission be directed to consider the terms of appointment of the members. 

The motion to appoint individuals to Township Authorities, Board and Committees carried: 

Ayes - 5; Nays - 0.


Parks and Recreation Appointments

Vice Chairman Tait suggested that consideration of an appointee to as representative to the Centre Region Parks and Recreation Authority be postponed as an item to be considered during the Executive Session. 

By consensus fellow Board members agreed. 


State College Borough Water Authority Liaison

Upon a motion by Supervisor Chesworth, seconded by Vice Chairman Tait and carried unanimously, the Board appointed Gert Aron to serve as liaison to the State College Borough Water Authority: Ayes - 5; Nays - 0.


Harris Township Board of Auditors

Mr. Miller stated that there were no candidates for the Harris Township Board of Auditors.  Staff has been notified that there was one write in candidate who has declined to serve.  

Both Mr. Gary Delafield and Mr. David Brassington have served as auditors the past several years, but neither ran stating their reluctance to commit to a multi year term.  Both have indicated they would be willing to serve on appointment, if no one were elected.  Mr. Delafield has indicated he is willing to accept appointment; however, Mr. Brassington has been unavailable for comment.  

Upon a motion by Vice Chairman Tait, seconded by Supervisor Chesworth and carried unanimously, the Board declared the two Harris Township Board of Auditors positions be vacant, appointing Mr. Gary Delafield to a six year term and Mr. David Brassington to a four year term: Ayes - 5; Nays - 0.

Appointment of Delegate to State Convention

Upon a motion by Vice Chairman Tait, seconded by Supervisor Wilson and carried unanimously, the Board appointed Chairman Hameister to serve as delegate to the 2000 PSATS convention: Ayes - 5; Nays - 0.

Upon a motion by Supervisor Wilson, seconded by Vice Chairman Tait the primary April 2000 meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors will be rescheduled for Wednesday, April 12, 2000: Ayes - 5; Nays - 0.

Community Development Block Grant Funding

Mr. Miller explained that the County Commissioners have requested that all “non-entitled” municipalities assess their community development needs and contact Pat Casher CDBG Administrator by 1/10/00, adding that while there are many projects that need doing, it is unlikely that Harris Township will qualify for funding under CDBG requirements. 

Supervisor Graham asked for clarification of the type of funding. 

Mr. Miller responded that the funding is essentially for infrastructure improvement, noting that it is a qualifications based program and that most Harris Township neighborhoods would not qualify. 

Vice Chairman Tait asked if Ashworth Woods would qualify. 

Mr. Miller responded that he was unsure whether Ashworth Woods would qualify, adding that he would inquire to Mr. Patrick Casher, CDBG Administrator. 

MANAGER’S REPORT: 

Mr. Miller presented a written report, highlighting several items. 


Mr. Miller noted that the New Year has come and gone with very little fanfare regarding Y2K.


Mr. Miller reminded Board members that the Township Appreciation Dinner is scheduled for February 19, 2000.

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS: 
Mr. Miller noted several additions to the voucher sheet. 


Mr. Miller noted that the closing on the Smith property will be Wednesday, January 5, 2000.  It will be necessary for the Township Manager to be present with a check in the amount of $20,186.61


A transfer from Metrocall to TSR Wireless in the amount of $449.75 which includes the purchase of five pagers and one year of service. 

Upon a motion by Supervisor Chesworth, seconded by Vice Chairman Tait and carried unanimously the Board approved Voucher Transmittal Sheet No. 0-01 with amendments: 

Ayes - 5; Nays - 0.

COG COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Personnel

Supervisor Wilson reported that there was no meeting. 

Code


Supervisor Wilson reported that there was no meeting. 

Transportation 
Vice Chairman Tait reported that there was no meeting. 

COG Housing
Supervisor Chesworth reported


The Committee authorized the Executive director to secure an option or its equivalent on two properties: 

1.
The vacant lot (2.45 acres) on Gateway Drive (Bristol Corporate Center).  The property owner’s are willing to execute a $500.00 option which would be valid until March 31, 2000.  The asking price for the property is $145,000.00 which is supported by Mr. Rutherford’s appraisal.  The option document is being drafted and will be submitted to the COG Solicitor prior to execution. 

2.
A six acre parcel located near Science Park Road, behind the old HRB (Raytheon Systems)Building.  Prior to securing an option, the Committee is interested in determining whether the owner would consider subdividing the property into two-three acre parcels. The Centre Region COG would then consider purchasing one parcel.

The Committee authorized the Executive Director to request that Mr. Hoffman prepare a quote for developing a cost estimate and time schedule for constructing a hypothetical 11,000 square foot office building with 70 parking spaces on a 2.45 acre parcel.  The estimate would include an option to add a second story. 


Section 42 

Supervisor Graham had nothing to report.


Task Force




Executive

Chairman Hameister reported that Mr. John Auman, Spring Township, made a presentation detailing Spring Township’s interest in COG Services. 


Public Services

Chairman Hameister reported that there was no meeting. 




Spring Creek

Chairman Hameister reported there was no meeting. 

Watershed


Finance



Supervisor Graham had nothing to report.

Regional Fire-


Supervisor Graham had nothing to report.

Training Site



Chairman Hameister stated that the January 4, 2000 meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors would recess to executive session to consider matters of personnel with regard to the  Citizens Ad Hoc Transportation Committee and the Harris Township Parks and Recreation Advisory committee.  Recessed at 9:45PM.

The January 4, 2000 meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors reconvened at 10:11PM.
ADJOURNMENT: 
Upon a motion by Supervisor Chesworth, seconded by Supervisor Tait and carried unanimously the January 4 2000 meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors adjourned at 10:12PM.

Thomas C. Miller 

Harris Township Manager 
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