HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Regular Meeting

Minutes of February 13, 2006

The regular meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors was called to order on February 13, 2006, at 7:30 p.m. in the Township meeting room by Vice-Chairman Dennis Hameister. In attendance were Supervisor Charles Graham, Supervisor Chris Lee, and Supervisor Nigel Wilson. Chairman Warner was absent.
Also in attendance were Harris Township Manager Amy Farkas; Todd Shea, Zoning/Ordinance Enforcement Officer; Phyllis Favorite, Staff Assistant; D.J. Liggett, CRPA Senior Planner; Mike Bloom, Centre County Metropolitan Planning Organization (CCMPO); Trish Meek and Tom Zilla, CRPA Transportation; Van Winter and Chris Dry, Boalsburg Fire Company; Brian Grieco and Stella Kim, C-NET; John Sepp, PennTerra Engineering; Andy Munas, PSU Cycling; Jonathan and Judy Dranov; Cathy Flood, Mike Herr, Dennis and Beth Ricker; and Jaime Saona, Township Residents.
Vice-Chairman Hameister led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Vice-Chairman Hameister expressed best wishes on behalf of the Board of Supervisors to Chairman Warner, as well as to the Penn State student injured during a recent incident. He stated that he wished them both well.
Approval of Minutes

Supervisor Wilson moved to approve the minutes of the January 3, 2006 Regular Meeting. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. Supervisor Lee noted some editorial changes. The motion to approve the minutes was unanimous, 3 to 0, with Supervisor Graham abstaining. 
Public Comments

Vice-Chairman Hameister asked for comments regarding items that were not on the agenda.  None were received.
TOWNSHIP BUSINESS

A. Discussion of Harris Township Projects Included On the Centre County TIP
Ms. Farkas introduced Trish Meek and Tom Zilla, Senior Transportation Planners for the Centre Region Planning Agency, who were present to discuss Harris Township candidate projects that are included currently on the Centre County Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). Ms. Meek addressed the project candidate lists sent in the Supervisors’ agenda packets. The lists included an overall candidate list, as well as a listing of Harris Township projects. She introduced Mike Bloom from the Centre County Metropolitan Planning Organization (CCMPO). 
Mr. Bloom presented the CCMPO draft candidate list. He noted in particular that the South Central Centre County Transportation Study (SCCCTS), while important to the Township, would not be considered until after the completion of I-99, due to lack of funding. The cost for the SCCCTS project is estimated at greater than $300,000,000.00. He noted the schedule considering transportation projects, finishing with the adoption of the Centre County Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), anticipated as June 2006. Mr. Bloom explained the differences between the TIP and the LRTP as length of endurance of each program, as well as funding sources and allocations. Ms. Meek added that project funding is divided into categories of highways, bridges, or bike/pedestrian projects and funds specific to each are appropriated to these categories as they are provided. Mr. Zilla noted that CATA is listed with the projects because all federal funds received for capital improvements must be on long-range plans and transportation improvement plans, and that previously the CCMPO had decided to take highway funds for public transportation under their administration.
Ms. Meek acknowledged that the CCMPO will have a final public comment on the draft list, with the goal to adopt it in June 2006. She reiterated that comments should be sent to her, and encouraged the Board to send a letter of safety concerns regarding the SCCCTS project. Mr. Zilla added that there are several intersections along Route 322 in Potter Township that are included on the candidate project list which had been identified through the SCCCTS project; there will be two to three projects on eastbound Route 322 addressed this year. Funding sources, combined with safety needs, is what attributes to projects’ ranks.
Dennis Ricker, Rock Hill Road, expressed concern regarding the possibility of a bike path being placed on Linden Hall. While he is in favor of bike paths, he objected to the road being widened because of its proximity to current structures. He also expressed concern about the possible widening of the bridge, as the narrowness of both the road and bridge appeared to serve as speed mitigation.
General discussion ensued. By general consent, the Board recommended the following:

1. That concerns be expressed that the bridge to be replaced at Mackey Run is of contact sensitive design; and, that the impact on the current residents regarding possible widening of the existing roadway in Linden Hall for a bike way should be evaluated before action is taken.
2. That the intersection at Route 45, Route 322, and Warner Boulevard has left turn signals installed, provided funding by the Township is made.

3. That two bike path projects (Projects #38 and #30) that include paths through College, Patton, Benner, and Harris Townships, and a Harris Township to Centre Hall path, be combined into one project.


Ms. Farkas said she would forward the Board’s comments in a letter to Ms. Meek.

B. Villa Hermoza Waiver Request

Supervisor Lee moved to bring the discussion of the Villa Hermoza Waiver Request from the table. Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion. The motion was approved.


Ms. Liggett reminded the Board that they had conditionally approved a minor subdivision plan Villa Hermoza on July 11, 2005, and that one of the conditions of approval was the installation of a 4,000-gallon water storage tank for fire protection. Since then, owners Jaime and Carolyn Saona have decided they do not wish to install the tank, and submitted a waiver request to the Township at the January meeting. They questioned why they are permitted to build two houses on the property without having to install a storage tank, but by subdividing the lot, which permits them to sell a lot, there is a difference as far as fire safety. 

Ms. Liggett said that Staff has explained the requirements are part of the regulation within the subdivision ordinance, and is a safety measure that the Township can apply only during the subdivision process. She found that in speaking with other municipalities about their fire safety ordinances there were some who had changed their language to reflect exemption of subdivisions with less than five units. However, College, Patton, and Harris Townships did not. In the case of College and Patton, there is a review on a case-by-case basis by the Alpha Fire Department. She reiterated that Staff found no compelling reason to grant the waiver request. She said she held discussions about the issue with Boalsburg Fire Chief Van Winter, who feels strongly that the current ordinance is appropriate, and she agreed that there is no compelling reason to change the regulations at this time. Mr. Shea added that the Board went through a similar situation with a resident who protested what was seen as an unfair requirement, and he stated he had no plans to subdivide. Mr. Shea said subsequently that there have been several inquiries about subdividing on a 4.5 acre parcel of that subdivision. While Mr. Saona said he would not, there is always a possibility at some future point.

Vice-Chairman Hameister introduced Chief Winter, and asked him to speak to the issue. Chief Winter said he believes a strong stance by the Township and the Boalsburg Fire Company is needed for safety of the residents. The current ordinance alleviates any loopholes. He observed that the Township is continually getting requests for waivers, and that it is time to take a strong stance. He added that he believes it to be a good, safe ordinance to address special situations like those of the Rudys and Saonas. 


Vice-Chairman Hameister asked that the following statement be entered in its entirety in the minutes:

“Statement Regarding 
Waiver Request for Installation of 4,000 Gallon Water Storage Tank 
February 13, 2006 
by: Dennis Hameister”


“I totally agree with the position expressed by our Township Zoning Officer, our local CRPA planner, and our Boalsburg Fire Department regarding a request to deny a waiver for the installation of the 4,000-gallon water storage tank on the Villa Hermoza Minor Subdivision property on Sharer Road.
“From my perspective three issues come to play: 

1. “If indeed Harris Township places our faith and trust in our Fire Department we must listen attentively to what they tell us professionally regarding the ability to fight fires with adequate on-site water supplies. Harris Township cannot show our continuing strong financial support of the Department without showing our support for their professional input to Fire Fighting Ordinances. Every time we as Supervisors entertain a waiver request we are potentially weakening a strong relationship between Harris Township and our Boalsburg Fire Department. This issue is discussed in the recently completed Fire Evaluation Study, Goal #7 which speaks to strengthening the relationship between municipal government and fire fighting volunteers.

2. “All issues regarding waiver request in the past had been thoroughly and extensively discussed in the formation of the Fire Protection Ordinance in 2002. I was fortunate to chair that Sub-Committee of the COG Public Services Committee and arguments presented by builders regarding their building projects Harris Township have had adequate discussion. The Ordinance was amended to comply with issues raised by various professionals in the Center Region and was adopted in 2002. 

3. “I request and am hopeful that further request by builders in Harris Township to waive this most important life-safety issue not come to our table again. From discussion with adjoining Centre Region municipal staff, their respective townships have not had waiver request for the Fire Protection Ordinance. I would hope that these waiver requests cease in Harris Township as well. I am also hopeful that further attempts to weaken this Ordinance in Harris Township are no longer considered.”


Mr. Saona said there are two existing houses on the property without fire protection, and questioned why the requirement is being enforced because he is subdividing the property.

Supervisor Lee questioned the fairness of the ordinance for such situations, and asked if the size of the lots would be a better indicator of the requirement of the ordinance. He asked how access to the water storage unit is determined once it is built, whether the owner solely or subsequent residents. Mr. Shea said that an issue to examine is the possibility of dedicating the water storage and its maintenance to the Township, who would then be responsible for its preservation. Mr. Shea pointed out that while it may appear that a water storage tank is an additional cost to someone who subdivides outside of the water service area, it is really no different than the case of someone subdividing within the water service area. A fire hydrant is required within areas served by public water, and two such subdivisions were described. Mr. Shea also said that the costs of hydrants and tanks were comparable, and were usually passed off by the developer as part of the cost of the lot or lots that were sold. 

General discussion ensued. By general consent, the Board decided to not grant a waiver to the requirement.


Supervisor Lee asked that language be drafted regarding the dedication of any water storage tanks be given to the Township, with maintenance and legal access be given to the Township and to the Boalsburg Fire Company. Chief Winter stated that the fire company already does periodic checks of the tanks at their own expense.
C. Request from Harvest Fields to Include 15 Acres of Its Property in The Sewer Service Area (SSA)

Ms. Farkas reported that Harvest Fields submitted a letter asking the Board to include 15 acres of un-developable land from the Aikens Tract 1, which is located within the Sewer Service Area (SSA), with 15 acres of property from the Harvest Fields tract. She noted that Staff had met with representatives of Harvest Fields in January, as well as D.J. Liggett and Bob Crum to discuss the request. She called the Board’s attention to the memo included in the agenda that stated the Staff position, reflecting Staff’s opposition to the proposed swap of sewer service areas The reasons include the fact that granting the inclusion would set a dangerous precedent should others make similar requests; that there is an existing permitted on-lot septic system, capable of possible future expansion; that there has never been a clear indication given to the Township of what Harvest Fields plans to do with the property; and that, at one time, Harvest Fields owned property inside the Sewer Service Area (SSA), which they subsequently subdivided and sold off to Boalsburg Investment Group, instead of retaining for their currently stated uses. 

Dan Jones introduced himself as both a landscape developer and a church member. He asked that the land be swapped and included in the SSA, as there is no net gain to the existing SSA, the property is adjacent to the existing SSA, and the flow is less than what was projected. This would allow the church to be on the sewer line, especially since it is so proximate. He noted there was a similar revision permitted in Ferguson Township in 2003. 

Ms. Farkas stressed the position taken by the Staff, noting that this would set a dangerous precedence if permitted. She emphasized that no hardship exists, and the situation referred to in Ferguson Township differs from what is being requested in that developable land was removed from the SSA in order to include the former sewage treatment plant property in Pine Grove Mills. Ms. Liggett agreed, and noted that the land being proposed by Harvest Fields would result in a donut-like shape. Rather than under develop the area, it would be more suitable to maximize growth development on that lot.

Mr. Shea reported that Staff has met with Mr. Jones and Mr. Sepp on this issue, and reasoned that municipalities set up zoning for a reason. He said while some information has been received, the non-profit uses proposed by Harvest Fields must be better defined. He added that there may be future requests from them to rezone the parcel for uses other than currently permitted. Ms. Liggett suggested it may be more beneficial to their plans that Harvest Fields move into existing SSA. She noted that the cost of pipes and pump stations would add to all users’ costs, not just Harvest Fields, and added that requests have already been received for inclusion in the SSA from properties adjacent to Harvest Fields. She stated that, as part of the Township’s planning staff, she is not in favor of a swap of land, and is not in favor of extending the SSA, as no hardship has been demonstrated.


By general consent, the Board of Supervisors denied the Harvest Fields Sewer Service Area request.
D. Draft Centre Region Act 537 Sewage Facilities Plan Update

Vice-Chairman Hameister noted that two residents had requested time to make a presentation regarding the Sewer Service Area (SSA) expansion, and introduced Jonathan and Judy Dranov.

Doctor Dranov introduced himself as a Mount Nittany Medical Centre Board member, as well as a Township resident, and expressed his support of College Township’s position in examining the impact of the proposed Geisinger Medical Center building in Patton Township. He asked that the issue be examined from the hospital’s perspective; he stated his concerns for health care in the region and that competition is not the same for hospitals as it is for businesses. He stated that any further expansion of Geisinger should be delayed until it is fully studied for its impact on both the sewer service issue as well as on health care services, as the possibility of newer equipment and facility may give Geisinger an unfair advantage. He said that competition does not work the same way with hospitals, saying it would duplicate services and be costly for all.

Vice-Chairman Hameister said the Act 537 Plan would be discussed at a joint Board-Planning Commission meeting on February 22, and invited Dr. Dranov to attend. Ms. Liggett added that the Township would be commenting on all five properties contained in the first draft.

E. Township Logo/Signs

Supervisor Lee moved to adopt the proposed logo as the Harris Township logo. Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion.


Vice-Chairman Hameister commented that colors that compliment those on Township vehicles should be adjusted, and by general consent Staff was asked to oversee those changes.

The motion to adopt the logo design was approved 4 to 0.


Ms. Farkas noted the sign placement of the proposed signs, and said that Staff was working with the sign maker to find a suitable final design, as well as update the pricing information. She added that Staff has had difficulty completing this to date due to the fire in Bellefonte, where the sign maker is located.

F. Resolution 06-05: Robert’s Rules of Order

Supervisor Graham moved to table consideration of Resolution 06-05. Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.
G. Alternate Solicitor
Ms. Farkas reported that Staff had solicited proposals from Centre County law firms for the Township’s alternate solicitor for 2006. The alternate solicitor will share duties with the Township’s primary solicitor this year. Proposals were received from Terry Williams of the law firm Miller, Kistler, Campbell, Miller, Williams, and Benson; Dave Engle of the law firm Engle and Engle; and Ronald Stover of the law firm Stover, McGlaughlin, Gerace, Weyandt, and McCormick. She noted a comparison of each included with the agenda.
Supervisor Graham moved to appoint the law firm of Stover, McGlaughlin, Gerace, Weyandt, and McCormick and Mr. Ronald McGlaughlin as alternate solicitor for 2006. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.

H. Alternate Sewage Enforcement Officer 
Supervisor Lee moved to approve Stan Wallace as Harris Township second alternate sewage enforcement officer for 2006. Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.

I.  PSU Cycling Request
Mr. Shea reported that Penn State Cycling is interested in holding two races in the Township on April 1st and 2nd on Lenape Lane, Linden Hall, Rock Hill, and Brush Valley Roads. On the Sunday, a road race is proposed for Lenape Lane, Linden Hall, Rock Hill, Brush Valley and Houser Roads, with a finish set for Mount Nittany Winery, which is not included in the event. The roads would be closed on Saturday for 3 ½ hours, and on Sunday for 7 ½ hours. He called the Board’s attention to the details in their agenda packets. He noted that the Nittany Velo Club had previously held a race in relatively the same vicinity, and that complaints from irate residents were received by the Township for several days regarding the language, behavior, treatment of residents, and demeanor of the riders and spectators toward the residents, as well as littering of the course. While the then-Board decided to consider all such future requests, there have been no other bike races in the Township since. He called the Board’s attention to the list of expectations should the race be approved. 
Supervisor Hameister said he had contacted College Township and that they had no knowledge of the intent to use College Township roads for the race. Mr. Munas said he had signatures from College Township as a part of a PennDOT agreement to be sent to PennDOT acknowledging the event and approving the use of their roads. Supervisor Lee asked if roads had to be closed. Mr. Munas said no roads would need to be closed on Saturday, and only in one direction on Sunday. Supervisor Hameister asked if the State College police were involved, and whether the club was prepared to pay for their services. Mr. Munas confirmed that the State College Police are involved, and that the club is prepared to pay for the services. Supervisor Hameister recommended there be at least two police officers, and cautioned that based on what had occurred in the past the event would be shut down should there be any problems or concerns expressed by residents.
Mr. Munas acknowledged the problems of the last race, and noted that it is a different cycling group making the request. He said that the club had run races in recent years in Bellefonte, Ferguson Township, and State College without problems. He said the officials are cognizant of the problems being noted, and that the collegiate officials would handle any disagreements should they occur.
When asked by Supervisor Lee, Mr. Munas promised that that the club would cooperate in every way, including registering as a special event if needed, coordinating road closures with PennDOT and College Township and provide proof that the requests had been granted, provide a certificate of insurance and waiver of Township liability, provide a plan to handle litter after the race, and provide notification to residents of the area that there would be a race and how it would impact them, with a copy of the plan forwarded to the Township. He said the club members would go door to door to notify residents.
Mr. Shea cautioned that, if there are 500 people expected at the event over the two day period, it would qualify as a Special Event, and that it must meet Township conditions as provided, as well as any other that the Township determines. If the Township determines there are needs, then those needs must be met as a condition of approval.

Supervisor Lee moved to close Brush Valley and Houser Roads, and to approve the use of the Boalsburg Fire Police for the PSU Cycling Club event on April 1st and 2nd. Additionally, the PSU Cycling Club is required to register with the Township as a Special Event, have two police officers to oversee the event, and provide other items as required. Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.

J.  Allegheny Power Right-of-Way Agreement

Ms. Farkas reported that Allegheny Power had submitted a right-of-way request to install one pole and one anchor in Nittany View Park. This is necessary to provide electric service to the new Fieldstone Development, which is actually in College Township. The agreement was reviewed by the Township Solicitor.

Supervisor Wilson expressed concern that the anchor would be hazardous to children at play, and recommended that it be shielded with shrubbery. Mr. Shea said that since it is a Township park that it should be required.

Supervisor Wilson moved to approve the right-of-way agreement with Allegheny Power Company to place a pole and anchor in Nittany View Park for the purpose of providing electric service to the Fieldstone Development, provided suitable safety measures are taken. Supervisor Graham seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.
K. ClearWater Conservancy Letter of Support
Supervisor Lee moved to approve sending a letter of support for ClearWater Conservancy’s Growing Greener grant application. Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.

MANAGER’S REPORT


Ms. Farkas presented a written report. Supervisor Lee asked about traffic issues with the developers of the Harpster Farm, Traditions of America. Ms. Farkas said they have been more cooperative in listening to Staff recommendations.

Supervisor Graham moved to sponsor the C-NET broadcast of State High Vision’s public hearing, at no cost to the Township. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved 3 to 1, with Supervisor Wilson voting against the motion.


Supervisor Lee asked about Township leaf collection, and asked if it was capacity and flexibility of the equipment issues that prevented his leaves from being collected. Ms. Farkas said that leaves are collected a minimum of two times a session in the residential areas, and at least once on certain private properties. She noted, because of the timing of the first major snow fall this season, that this was the limiting factor for any additional collection last fall. She added that the day before that first snowfall the crew worked until as late as possible in the day to finish as many areas as they could. She said that it costs thousands of dollars to buy a leaf collection vehicle, and that any possible money granted to those efforts have been depleted; in fact, one program now only pays 10% of the cost. 
APPROVAL OF VOUCHER SHEET 2006-2
Supervisor Graham moved to approve Voucher Sheet 2006-2, for a total expenditure of $301,178.41. Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion. The motion to approve Voucher Sheet 2006-2 was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.
COG/COMMITTEE REPORTS
Executive Committee:  
No report 
Personnel Committee:  
Supervisor Wilson noted that there was an election of officers, and that there was a presentation from Benecon Insurance.
Finance Committee:  
Supervisor Graham reported that a letter of support for reverse bidding in Second Class Townships was sent. This would benefit such things as truck purchases, salt, and fuel oil. There was a report received from CATA director Hugh Mose that indicated an approximate 5% increase in municipal shares for funding. 
Public Services Committee: 
Report distributed with agenda.
Spring Creek Watershed Commission:  
The Spring Creek Watershed Commission is sponsoring a series of public forums on the Water Resources of the Spring Creek Watershed.  The third of these forums, this one focusing on "Groundwater and Water Supply in the Spring Creek Watershed", will be held on February 28, 2006
Code Committee:  
Report distributed with agenda.

Transportation Committee & CCMPO:  
CCMPO Report distributed with agenda. Supervisor Lee noted that the body of his Transportation Report was addressed earlier in the meeting with the LRTP and TIP discussion. Supervisor Graham asked about Rush Township’s Comprehensive Plan; Supervisor Lee said the CCMPO had said that the interchange on I-80 was inconsistent with the County’s Plan, but that there remains a possibility it could be included because of Rush Township’s new Comprehensive Plan.
Ad Hoc Regional Parks & 

Recreation Committee                                   Report distributed with agenda. Ms. Farkas added an update on the Oak Hall regional park, noting that there is a 1/10 mil for funding by Harris Township as with most municipalities. However, State College Borough misunderstood, believing it was based on its income because of their homestead status exemption, and there are discussions regarding equity of funding and how to incorporate such.
ADJOURNMENT


Supervisor Lee moved to adjourn. Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 10:34p.m. by Vice-Chairman Hameister
Submitted by,

Amy Farkas, Township Secretary 
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