HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Minutes of February 9, 2004


A regular meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors was called to order February 9, 2004 at 7:30 p.m. in the Township meeting room by Chairman Charles Graham. In attendance were Chairman Dennis Hameister, Vice-Chairman Nigel Wilson, Supervisor Dennis Hameister, Supervisor Christopher Lee, and Supervisor Cliff Warner. Also in attendance were Harris Township Manager Kristin Clark; Todd Shea, Zoning and Ordinance Enforcement Officer; Phyllis Favorite, Staff Assistant; D.J. Liggett, CRPA Planner; Kimberly Long and Kristie Goodman, C-NET; Van Winter, Boalsburg Fire Company Chief; Mike Joseph, Centre Daily Times; Harris Township residents Ursula and William Allison, Frank Forni, Marv Goldberg, Dianne Gregg, William Hylbert, John Dutton, C.J. “Jim” Keener, Paula Kotary, Katie Ombalski, Connie Poissant, Neil Porterfield, and Anne Stevens; and Potter Township residents Clifford Button and Robert Booz.


Chairman Graham led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance.


Chairman Graham thanked the Township Maintenance Crew for their efforts in snow removal needed because of the recent snow emergencies, noting they had done a good job despite equipment problems. He also thanked the Township residents for their patience with cleaning the streets from the unusual amount of snow falls

Public Hearing

Chairman Graham asked for public comment on Proposed Ordinance 241, amending Chapter 11, adding fire protection standards to new subdivisions or land developments within Harris Township. None were made. 


Chairman Graham asked for public comment on Proposed Ordinance 242, amending Chapter 11, revising street standards for Harris Township. None were made.
Chairman Graham closed the Public Hearing at 7:34 p.m.

Call To Order 

The regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors was called to order at 7:34 p.m.

Approval of Minutes

It was moved by Supervisor Hameister, and seconded by Supervisor Warner, that the minutes of the January 5, 2004, Board of Supervisors meeting be approved as corrected. Motion carried unanimously.

Citizen Comments


Chairman Graham asked for public comment. Neil Porterfield announced that on Tuesday, February 17, at Mt. Nittany Middle School, there would a presentation by guest speaker Grant Jones, FASLA, on the topic “Roads that Heal: The Landscape Architect Approach to Place-based, Collaborative Design”. The presentation is co-sponsored by the Centre County Historical Society and the Penn State Department of Landscape Architecture, and will emphasize specifically highway design that is context sensitive.

TOWNSHIP BUSINESS

A. Harvest Fields Ministry Agreement 

Ms. Clark noted that this issue was pulled from the meeting agenda after Chuck Herr, Pam Winter, D.J. Liggett, Todd Shea, and she met with the Harvest Fields representatives and their engineer, John Sepp, from PennTerra that afternoon. Harvest Fields will be withdrawing their original change-in-use request and will now submit 2 separate requests.  The first request will be for them to use the facility on a limited basis with a set number of people allowed in the building at any one time, so as not to exceed 400gpd.  Mr. Herr has given them the guidelines to determine the maximum capacity, and they have reaffirmed that he may enter the premises at any time to inspect.  In addition, as per state law, they will be billed for any of Mr. Herr’s time in doing so.  This limited use will allow them to operate until their Component II Planning Module is approved and the new system will be installed.
 

Once the approval comes from DEP for the new system, a second change-of-use application will be submitted.  This application will allow them to increase their capacity both for functions inside the building and for gatherings outside.  The new system will be rated for a flow of 1200gpd.  Once this system is installed, they will have full use of the facility up to 1200gpd.  If the weather does not cooperate for them to install the new system in a reasonable amount of time once the approval is granted, Mr. Herr has the authority to allow them to install holding tanks, if they so choose.  These holding tanks will be the tanks for the new system; they will just not discharge and will have to be pumped.  

 

Because Harvest Fields will now seek approval to occupy the premises on a limited basis, there is no need for the Board to approve any kind of agreement.  The authority for Mr. Herr to inspect at any time and to bill Harvest Fields for his time is a state legislation issue, so again, there is no need for an agreement.  According to Mr. Herr, the Board of Supervisors had no authority to adopt such an agreement in the first place because it would supersede Title 25 of the PA Consolidated Statute (which establishes on-lot sewage regulations) and the municipality cannot waive their liability. Chairman Graham observed that the Board could not vote itself immunity.

Supervisor Hameister questioned if the Ministry would be installing the sewer service needed in April. Ms. Clark responded that it would depend on the weather conditions. Mr. Shea added that it would also be dependent on the approval of the Component II Sewage Planning Module that is scheduled to go to the Planning Commission at its February meeting, and then to the Supervisors in March.

B. Proposed Ordinance 241 – Fire Protection

Ms. Clark noted that this Ordinance is an amendment to Chapter 11 of the Harris Township Code of Ordinances resulting from recommendations from the COG Regional Fire Protection Committee. There have been some small changes from the Committee’s recommendations to suit the Township’s needs. The proposed Ordinance adds fire protection standards to any new subdivision or land development within the Township.


Supervisor Lee questioned why there was a signature block for the Fire Chief provided in section 2.3. Mr. Shea replied that there is a set list of criteria for which the Fire Chief reviews in the plan, and since he or she is reviewing the plan, that person should sign it. He also explained that the guidelines are in accordance with the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) standards, and both he and Chairman Graham noted the Standards were reference from the latest edition. 


Supervisor Hameister noted that the Township and the Fire Chief, Van Winter had been working on the Fire Standards for almost two years. Chief Winter stated that the Alpha Fire Company and the Boalsburg Fire Company had worked on the Standards cooperatively. These Standards are a plus for the entire Centre Region, involving many months of work, and makes everything unified in the Centre Region. It will make it simpler for both builders and for fire companies. Supervisor Hameister noted it was thoroughly reviewed by the development community and Chambers of Business and Industry. Chief Winter thanked Mr. Shea for the tremendous amount of input he gave to the project because that was what was needed to make sure the Fire Company was on the same page as everyone else.


It was moved by Supervisor Warner, and seconded by Supervisor Lee, to adopt Ordinance 241, establishing Fire Protection Standards for Subdivision and Land development. The Ordinance was approved unanimously.

C. Proposed Ordinance 242 – Street Standards
Ms. Clark reported that the revised Street Standards for the Township were discussed in the past and were put on hold pending receipt of the Regional Fire Protection Ordinance. The Planning Commission revisited the issue at their November 17 meeting, and recommended the Board adopt the Street Standards with the inclusion of a few changes. She noted the biggest change related to cul-de-sacs and their length. It is the recommendation of the COG Regional Fire Protection Committee that cul-de-sacs never exceed 750 feet in length, although municipalities have the option to waive the length at their discretion. The proposed language in the Township Street Standards would allow a cul-de-sac of longer than 750 feet if sprinkler systems were installed, with an absolute maximum of 1,500 feet. That length recommendation is directly related to the length of hose carried by fire companies. She referred to an information sheet on cul-de-sacs that was prepared by CRPA.

Supervisor Hameister noted that both the Fire Protection Standards and the Street Standards were related. In reference to Section 2.23.3.B.4 of proposed Ordinance 242, there is a provision in Ordinance 241, Section 4, that water storage tanks with a 4,000 gallon capacity are to be buried every 1,500 feet beyond a fire hydrant if there are no sprinklers, and that the distance from the closest lot line to such water storage shall not exceed 750 feet.

Supervisor Lee moved to approve Ordinance 242, amending Chapter 11, Section 2, of the Code of Ordinances, to add Street Standards for Subdivision and Land Development. Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

D. Resolution 04-04 – Position Statement on SCCCTS Highway Project


Ms. Clark noted that she had distributed a finalized version of Resolution 04-04, as well as a draft resolution for the Centre Region Council of Government (CRCOG), for consideration. She noted that a draft resolution on the SCCCTS Position Statement had been prepared at the January meeting by Supervisor Lee, as was a draft of the Board’s previously stated position by Supervisor Warner, and that these were discussed at the January meeting, but postponed for decision until the February Board meeting. The presented Resolution was based on a proposed resolution that had been edited after the last meeting and then emailed by Supervisor Lee to the rest of the Board, and subsequently edited to the final version distributed for the meeting.


Supervisor Lee stated through the efforts of the Supervisors there was now a statement developed into a regional point of view on something that he believes will have a significant impact on the Township and the Centre Region. The idea is to state the Township’s rationale behind its position, as well as to pass on a proposed resolution for the CRCOG General Forum to consider and pass. The ultimate audience is PennDot and the Federal Highway Administration because they are the decision makers on the location of a new interstate highway. It has gone through many versions, and is consistent with the December 2001 position statement of the Board of Supervisors, as well as the survey taken of the residents in 2001, so this is not contradicting the residents, but engaged with them, supporting, and advocating their position to the CRCOG.


Supervisor Hameister questioned whether what was being presented was one, or two, separate statements. Ms. Clark stated that the third bullet point on the 2nd page does call attention to its “companion attached draft resolution”. Supervisor Lee also noted the point of the format is to state all of the reasons of thinking for Harris Township, and then have a shorter, more concise statement that COG can consider without having to delete Harris Township references.

Supervisor Hameister asked how the Township proposes taking these resolutions to COG, and to which committee, Executive or Transportation, they should be sent. Chairman Graham stated it would most likely be best to refer them to the Transportation Committee as a discussion item to be referred to the Executive Committee for inclusion on the General Forum agenda

Chairman Graham questioned the alignment supported in the Resolution, and whether there was more than one option. Supervisor Lee stated there are three, and that the Route 144 corridor is a broad area from which to choose a specific highway, that it is not the current Route 144, but is within that wider area. He noted truck traffic was banned over Centre Hall Mountain as a result of safety concerns, directing it to the Route 322 bypass and Route 26 as a temporary route. He stated Route 322 coming into the Township has become very dangerous from that decision, and has had more deaths. Supervisor Warner noted that when the decision was made at the time it was originally a temporary solution to the problems with truck traffic over Centre Hall Mountain. Supervisor Lee stated he wanted to see the CRCOG reaffirm the position they had taken in 1994 stating that the re-routing was a temporary solution, and that they expect something to be done in the Route 144 corridor.

Chairman Graham stated that he would like to see added into the proposed resolution that there was a unanimous vote taken in April 2002 by the Township Board of Supervisors concerning their position on the project.  Supervisor Hameister noted they had actually voted a number of times, and that they had endorsed the original findings that were done in January 2001. Supervisor Warner also noted that the word citizens should be changed to residents, which more accurately reflects those who were surveyed for their input.

Supervisor Lee moved to approve Resolution 04-04, stating the Township’s position on the South Central Centre County Transportation Study, and that the resolution be forwarded to the CRCOG Transportation Committee, including the attached draft resolution, for action on the draft resolution by the CRCOG General Forum. Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion.

Potter Township resident Clifford Button expressed concerns that were not addressed by the proposed resolution or draft. He stated there would be a sizable increase in population in twenty years in the Centre Region, and that PSU and State College have strong links with Harrisburg, and that he anticipates much traffic heading in each direction, not including truck traffic. Whether there is a new road or not there will be a huge increase of traffic resulting from the population increase, especially due to the re-routing of truck traffic off of Route 144. He expressed great concern about his personal safety; his family’s, especially since they live directly on Route 322;and others, and he has seen many near misses. Of particular concern is the fact that school buses must pick up and drop off students on Route 322, and because of the danger the parents of these students have insisted that the buses pull off before picking up or discharging passengers. While he acknowledged there had been some relief with an added turn lane, the road is already over traveled in his opinion. Supervisor Lee stated the second-to-last bullet on the second page of the draft resolution recommends that Route 322 from Potters Mills to the Expressway be improved for safe and attractive local access to the region, with the concept that trucks and cars would not be struggling with each other on that section of the road. Mr. Button asked if the intention was that truck traffic would be banned in that section of the road, and Supervisor Lee responded local truck traffic would not. Mr. Button stated that this proposal would not solve the problem. The issue is still heavy traffic. The region will continue to grow and add traffic. Ideally, there would be two four-lanes – one over Centre Hall Mountain and one for State College, although he expressed doubt it would occur. 

Supervisor Hameister noted that Potter Township had stated a position about six months after Harris Township. Mr. Button acknowledged this, and stated there are those who feel there should be no highway, which is unrealistic because of the pressure of increased population settling in the region, and that enhancing traffic capability cannot be ignored. Supervisor Lee said what this resolution calls for is safety improvement on Route 322, and for the Interstate road to be directed over the mountain up to Interstate 80, taking traffic off the existing Route 322. Chairman Graham noted that according to one of the recent surveys their estimate is that 24% of the truck traffic has a trip into the greater State College area. Having only local truck traffic will reduce traffic for now, but increase in population will also result in increase in truck traffic in the future. Supervisor Hameister noted from there is a projected growth of 25%, approximately 20,000 people, for the Centre Region by the year 2030. Ms. Liggett clarified the study, while the most current and produced by the CRPA, is an estimate of where growth will occur in the Centre Region. It was done on a parcel-by-parcel survey, and is an estimate of where they anticipate growth would occur, the timing of that growth, and the location for the next 27 years. These forecasts were given to each municipality for their review and concurrence. It is based on current zoning in these municipalities, and would obviously change as zoning is changed. It is anticipated that Harris Township will see an increase of 2,000 in population in this time period. Mr. Button stated he believed the statement the Township was endorsing is shortsighted, allowing for what is expected in anticipated growth for the Centre Region, and in their area in particular.

Robert Booz of Potter Township was recognized and addressed the Board. He stated he is not in favor of the proposed Resolution, as he believed it would create tension between the two townships because of its narrow focus on Harris Township concerns. He noted both townships feel similarly about safety issues, and neither wants a major new road through their area. A group with residents from both townships had organized after their attendance at meetings with road officials, which demonstrated the strong feelings of residents in each Township. He stated that the group met a few times, and that Supervisor Lee attended some of the meetings. However, he felt Mr. Lee publicly demonstrated he did not want to work cooperatively with Potter Township, and that those sentiments had been represented to the Secretary of Transportation at the State Transportation Commission meeting they had held, as well as to the residents of Potter Township at their meetings. He attended some State Transportation quarterly meetings and there are fiscal problems, which leads him to believe a new road will not be built for a long while. Supervisor Lee questioned Mr. Booz if he was recommending a no-build position, and what he felt those consequences would be. Mr. Booz responded they need immediate safety improvement on the two-lane road, because there is apparent there is not going to be a high-speed road for many years because there is no money. Meanwhile traffic problems are still occurring and George Khoury, the local district engineer for PennDOT, has told him that PennDOT will look at all suggestions for improving the road. Supervisor Hameister recommended that Mr. Booz get on the Centre County Metropolitan Planning Organization (CCMPO) agenda, when they next meet and share those thoughts with their representative, Bob Corman, and make certain he attends the meeting.

Resident Marvin Goldberg was recognized, and stated he was in favor with the proposed Resolution. He thought it was well thought out and in the best interests not only of Harris Township, but Potter Township as well.


Chairman Graham recognized Harris Township resident Diane Gregg. She stated, in addition to being a resident, she was the Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) representative to PennDOT from the Linden Hall Village Association. She said she felt the need to clarify some issues being overlooked with regard to the Resolution and the desired impact. She stated that, had others attended the meetings with the road officials she had that they would realize that there are no funds to develop roads in the state, that in fact the state is $200,000,000 over budget. The proposed road is currently off the current Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), and the SCCCTS process is not as done a deal as it looks. Additional monies will only come into the budget through a tax increase. She noted she has looked at the projections, and observed that if there is any money it will need to go into repairing bridges and repaving bad roads. She also stated that, while it is not going to happen soon, and there needs to be safety improvement and law enforcement in the short term.  

Ms. Gregg expressed concern that in April the CAC will be cutting down routes and that performance measures will be given at that time. She sees that one of the Centre Hall routes goes through the Homan well fields, which is all the water that area has, and is part of the headwaters of the Chesapeake. Despite the short turnaround, she hopes she can get copies of the items to the Board in time to decide on what strategies they want to develop. The problem she sees is that she is dealing behind closed doors with State College, Potter Township, and other area community members, not just Harris Township residents, who have other concerns. She questioned what she was to do with the statement, what is the intended goal of the Resolution, and what is the Board looking for with the statement with regard to the CAC. Supervisor Lee responded it was to shape the future of the community, that it is about the residents’ safety, the environment, and a solution to a transportation problem. Ms. Gregg reiterated that there is no money available, and there is not going to be a highway any time soon. While the goals are admirable, there is disagreement on their importance to the other parts of the region, as there are differing interests on the CAC. She questioned how she could help develop consensus, especially since the proposed resolution was solely focused on the Township. She declared that if there is no consensus with the CAC, PennDOT Central will see the group as unable to agree, step in, and Harrisburg would make the decision for the region. When asked by Supervisor Lee for her suggestions, she stated they should make a point to meet with Grant Jones when he speaks on February 17. She also stated she felt she did not want to take a resolution to CAC worded in a way that was asking her to “make war on certain of her friends”, and would not get them to consensus. She believes consensus can begin when working with PennDOT for solutions of low-build, as opposed to no-build, especially in light that residents need to stop behaving as if the new road will be like I-99. Supervisor Lee stated he was open to coming up to with a transportation solution, as well as protecting the local interest. 

Chairman Graham recognized Township resident John Dutton, who stated since moving to Laurel Hills he has seen trucks go past his neighborhood increasingly. While he felt everyone could discuss, reach consensus, and talk about the issues, the reality is that PennDOT has built an interstate-quality road from Harrisburg to the outskirts of Potters Mills, and there is a need to do a community-wide transportation solution. He stated that he endorsed proposed Resolution 04-04.

Resident Neil Porterfield remarked that the Resolution suggested, while there will not be unanimity, that the greatest number of people recommend going straight over the Valley to I-80. While he believes the Township should be sensitive to those in the Centre Hall area, this would be the least harmful to the least amount of people. He stated he supports the proposed Resolution, because the issue is not “if”, but “when”, and he believes this is the best choice when a highway is built. He stated his support for the Resolution.

Resident Bill Hylbert stated he supports the proposed Resolution, but thought the language was inflammatory in nature. He also noted the location is actually through the Black Hawk Gap, and not over Centre Hall Mountain, where the road is proposed. He also believed calling the road an Interstate is inflammatory, as it is not. More accurately, the road is inter-state. Chairman Graham stated changes would be made before approving the Resolution. Supervisor Lee acknowledged that Bert Kisner of PennDOT said the new highway might not be built to interstate standards. Chairman Graham also observed the DOT had not developed a final cost for the project. Ms. Clark noted the corrections the Board received and agreed to during the discussion regarding the Resolution, and the minor changes for the draft to the COG.

Supervisor Lee moved to approved Resolution 04-04 as amended, and forward the attached Draft Resolution as amended to the Centre Region Council of Governments General Forum. Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion. The motion was approved as amended.

Annual COG and Related Committee Appointments

The agenda was changed at this time to deal with COG and Related Committee appointments. Supervisor Lee stated he believed this was an action item, and was in the wrong place on the agenda. Chairman Graham moved to the newly designated action item. Supervisor Lee brought up the concern about the process, noting that he felt the appointments should be voted on as has been done in past years. 

Supervisor Hameister moved to approve the COG and Related Committee appointments as made at the January 5, 2004 Board of Supervisors meeting. Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. The motion to approve the COG and Related Committee representation was carried, 4 to 1, with Supervisor Lee voting against. Chairman Graham noted that each of the five Supervisors is indeed leading an important committee, and that should not be ignored.

E. Special Event – WalkAmerica®

Ms. Clark reported that the March of Dimes has submitted a request to hold a WalkAmerica® event in the Township on Sunday, April 25, 2004. They have completed a Special Event registration form, but since attendance is expected to be less than 500 participants it does not qualify as a Special Event. She also noted that while they are not asking to close any Township streets, they are asking for Board approval to use the streets for the walk and provide assistance with street crossing from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. They have contacted the appropriate parties at the Pennsylvania Military Museum, as well as Centre Region Parks and Recreation for use of their facilities, and have also secured a certificate of insurance on which they have named the Township as co-insured. Supervisor Hameister questioned the location of the walk, concern about safety, and permitting the group to use Township streets. Supervisor Wilson asked if the Fire Police had been contacted to help with the street crossing.  Chairman Graham stated the Fire Police had been voted as special police for the Township, and that it would be more economical if they were to assist. He expressed concern that the activity does not fall entirely under the Special Events designation and that they are using Township streets. Ms. Clark reiterated that the March of Dimes organization has gone through the proper procedures currently in place in the Township and that the Township is co-insured. 


Supervisor Lee moved to allow the use of Township streets for the WalkAmerica® event on Sunday, April 25, 2004, as requested. Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved 4 to 1, with Supervisor Hameister voting against.

F. Resolution 04-05 – Accepting Torrey Lane Extension Deed of Dedication


Ms. Clark noted the extension of Torrey Lane into a cul-de-sac was completed in late 2003. The extension has been inspected and approved by the Township Engineer, and the Deed of Dedication has been reviewed and approved by the Township Solicitor. Proposed Resolution 04-05 would accept the extension as a Township road, and the information would be submitted to PennDOT for inclusion on the Liquid Fuels reimbursement once approved.


Supervisor Wilson moved to approve Resolution 04-05 accepting the Deed of Dedication for the Torrey Lane extension. Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

G. Elks Club Road – Closure Request

Ms. Clark reported that PennDOT plans to begin construction on the realignment of Elks Club Road and Bear Meadows Road in Spring 2005. It would be done in two phases, with the first phase to be put temporary pavement along Route 322 so lanes can be shifted while they are working on the project. The second phase will be the alignment of the road. The roads will be realigned so they will meet. The project will take about nine months. A letter was received from their consultants, MS Consultants, asking the Township’s permission to close Elks Club Road at the Route 322 access point for the duration of the construction project. MS Consultants initially stated they would close the road only a few days at a time, but it was recommended for safety reasons to close the road for the entire nine months construction season. She and Mr. Franson met with Vince Fudrow, president of the Elks Club Board, and Dave Williams from the Elks Club, to review the proposal and the proposed detour route. They expressed no objections to the planned closures, and asked that they be kept informed by the Township once a timeline is established. She provided a copy of the proposed detour, and a memo from the Township Engineer with his analysis of the detour.


Chairman Graham noted the ones most inconvenienced would be those traveling from Lewistown who are unaware of the detour, and will be detoured 3.3 miles to Route 45, unless they are aware of the construction. Supervisor Hameister expressed concern whether there will be enough signs noting the construction and the detour. Chairman Graham questioned the notation of Phases II and III. Ms. Clark responded that both of the phases would be done simultaneously. Supervisor Hameister asked about the cost of the project, and Supervisor Warner stated it was to cost $2,000,000.00. Supervisor Hameister expressed concern about turns during the construction, and the fact that the construction will interfere with traffic generated during the Tussey Mountain Outdoor Concert Series during the summer months. Ms. Clark said the Township could tell them to do not close it for the entire project duration, but the parties involved preferred to close Elks Club Road and get the project finished as soon as possible.

H. Tree Commission Appointment

Supervisor Hameister moved to appoint Michael Isacco to the Harris Township Tree Planning Commission, with a term expiring December 31, 2006. Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. Supervisor Hameister asked if this would bring the Tree Commission to full strength and Ms. Clark stated it would.  The motion was adopted unanimously.

MANAGER’S REPORT


Ms. Clark reminded those in attendance to respond to the invitations to the Township Appreciation Dinner on February 28, 2004, at the Boalsburg Fire Hall. She congratulated the Township Maintenance Crew for the good job they were doing with the snow removal from the storms, and that the Township had received more appreciation calls than complaints, despite the obstacles the crew faced with equipment problems. She expressed appreciation to Ferguson Township for their help lending equipment. She also thanked backhoe owners Stan Lindsay and Township resident Randy Aiken, who were hired to help with snow removal. Liquid Fuels funds can be used for any overtime the Township has experienced. Supervisor Lee asked if leftover Liquid Fuels funds could be used to help retire the Township’s bond. Ms. Clark responded it could not be used to repay debts. He also questioned the “UCC adoption” in her written report. She explained that it is the Uniform Construction Code, also know as Pennsylvania Act 45, that all municipalities must adopt. It could have a major impact on many small municipalities without codes who will be required to opt into the program between April and August of this year, and will have to contract with a third party for services. She will be attending a meeting with COG to discuss strategy for renegotiating the COG agreement with Penn State. It appears the Department of Labor and Industry may take over Penn State’s code inspections.


Supervisor Lee questioned whether approval is still contingent on the Springfield Commons plan comments. Ms. Clark noted many of the comments were about stormwater and the appropriate flows and making sure they had the appropriate capacity. Many things were not showing up labeled correctly on the plans, such as house numbers, where front doors are, etc., that when Norm Spackman came to do addressing for the County he changed some of the names of streets to be less confusing. In the last round of reviews the Engineer had 54 comments. She noted there are streets being named in honor of two of Boalsburg’s three famous Memorial Day founders: Sophie and Emma.


Chairman Graham noted Ms. Clark’s report reflected thirty fewer hours needed than budgeted for the State College Police Department as of December 2003. This should result in a refund to the Township.

Resolution 04-06 – Appointing a Professional  Auditing Firm to Complete the 2003 Township Audit

Supervisor Lee moved to approve Resolution 04-06, appointing Parente Randolph as the auditor of Harris Township accounts for fiscal year 2003. Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. Ms. Clark noted the Township had used the Parente Randolph auditing in the past as well as currently. The motion was adopted unanimously.

VOUCHER SHEET

Supervisor Warner moved the approval of Voucher Transmittal Sheet No. 2004-02. Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion.  Chairman Graham questioned payment for meters for overhead lights, and whether the Township was being charged for something the Township should not be. Ms. Clark said she would check to see if that were true. He also asked about the check to Clearwater Conservancy for $4,160.00. She responded it was part of the three-year pledge the Township approved for 2002-2004. 

The motion to approve the vouchers was approved unanimously.

REPORTS












Supervisor Hameister announced that it is anticipated that all minutes of COG committee meetings will be posted on the Township web site after their approval. The new process is being worked out. Short written reports for non-COG committees are still needed for distribution before each meeting.

Executive Committee:  



Did not meet

Finance Committee:  

Did not meet 

Public Services Committee: 



Report distributed
Spring Creek Watershed Commission:  

Did not meet

SCCCTS:  
Did not meet; scheduled on March 2 at Mt. Nittany Middle School

Personnel Committee:  



Did not meet

Code Committee:  
January 12, 2004 minutes distributed. Of note was that Halfmoon Township has voted unanimously to permit CRCOG do inspections.

Transportation Committee:  



Report distributed

Ad Hoc Regional Parks and Recreation Committee:  Did not meet

OTHER

Township resident Jim Keener noted that Boalsburg’s unofficial mayor, Ken Tennis, had passed away and asked about recognition from the Board. Supervisor Lee noted there would be a program about Boalsburg’s past called “Cracker Barrel Conversation: Ken’s Texaco Revisited” on Sunday, February 15, at the Boalsburg Fire Hall. It is sponsored by the Village Conservancy, and will be recollections of Boalsburg by older residents, many whom will undoubtedly pay tribute to Mr. Tennis.

The regular meeting was adjourned at 9:46 p.m.

Submitted by,

Kristin L. Clark, Township Secretary
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