HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Regular Meeting

Minutes of December 12, 2005

The regular meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors was called to order on December 12, 2005, at 7:45 p.m. in the Township meeting room by Chairman Nigel Wilson. In attendance were Vice-Chairman Cliff Warner, Supervisor Charles Graham, Supervisor Dennis Hameister, and Supervisor Chris Lee.
Also in attendance were Harris Township Manager Amy Farkas; Todd Shea, Zoning/Ordinance Enforcement Officer; Phyllis Favorite, Staff Assistant; D.J. Liggett, CRPA Senior Planner; Justin Baker and Matt Wiegand, C-NET; Jeff Musser, Clay Phillips, Van Winter, Boalsburg Fire Company; Katie Ombalski, ClearWater Conservancy; John Sepp and Mark Torretti, PennTerra; Brad Karch, KBBH; Mike Taylor, Boalsburg Investment Group (BIG); Farley Peechatka, Sound Technology, Inc.; Anna Childe, Weber Murphy Fox; Carol & Miles DeHass, Cathy Flood, Samuel Hartman, Lu Hoover, Alan Klein, Robert Lewis, Joe Malizia, Ed & Patricia Rogusky, Russell Walker, Kathy Weckerly, and Mike Wiedener, Township residents.
Approval of Minutes

Supervisor Hameister moved to approve the minutes of the October 26, 2005, Budget Workshop. Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. The motion to approve the minutes was unanimous.
Supervisor Lee moved to approve the minutes of the November 9, 2005 Budget Workshop. Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. The motion to approve the minutes was unanimous.

Supervisor Warner moved to approve the minutes of the Board of Supervisors meeting on November 14, 2005. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion to approve the minutes was unanimous.

Public Comments

Chairman Wilson asked for comments regarding items that were not on the agenda.  Supervisor Lee said he was speaking on behalf of Bob Hoffman, and reported that the Boalsburg Village Conservancy (BVC) is working on the 200th anniversary of Boalsburg Village’s founding, which will occur in 2008. The BVC is planning several events in 2008 commemorating the anniversary. Emphasis will be on the history and community of Boalsburg. He said he was hoping for support for the anniversary celebration from the Board.
TOWNSHIP BUSINESS

A. Presentation from Clearwater Conservancy Regarding the Musser Gap Property
Chairman Wilson introduced Katie Ombalski of ClearWater Conservancy (CC). Ms. Ombalski was in attendance to answer questions about the purchase of 423 acres of property in the Musser Gap, largely located in Ferguson Township, but part of which lies in Harris Township, and any funding questions. Once purchased, the area will be turned over to the DCNR Bureau of Forestry and incorporated into Rothrock State Forest. Though functioning as a forest gateway, it will not be as developed as Galbraith Gap, and will serve more as a trailhead on existing infrastructure.
Ms. Ombalski said ClearWater Conservancy became interested in the property because it is within the SCBWA area and contributes to their Harter and Thomas well fields, which provides drinking water resource to approximately 40,000 residents in the Centre Region. Additionally, it is an area deemed critical to bird conservation by the Pennsylvania Audubon Society. It will be an additional recreational access to Rothrock State Forest.
Ms. Ombalski noted that the State College Borough Water Authority (SCBWA) may decide at its December board meeting on an increase in their current $200,000.00 share toward the purchase. She asked whether the Township’s contribution of $29,000.00, as determined by the COG formula, had been approved. Ms. Farkas affirmed that it had been incorporated into the budget. Ms. Ombalski noted that DCNR had given a $600,000.00 grant, $18,500.00 was received from the Huplits Foundation, and that CC is working with the national Conservation Fund to secure some funding. She said she believes that, provided all funding possibilities fall into place, CC is nearing the $2,000,000.00 mark in funding the purchase. She said she believes there is good support for the project.
Chairman Wilson reaffirmed that Harris Township has designated $29,000.00 in the proposed 2006 Township Budget toward the Musser Gap land purchase.

B. Presentation from Boalsburg Fire Company Regarding Purchase of a New Tanker

Chairman Wilson introduced Jeff Musser, Chairman of the Tank Truck Replacement Committee, to explain plans to purchase a new tanker for the Boalsburg Fire Company. Mr. Musser noted a sheet that had been sent with the agenda detailing the companies and their figures during the bid process. He 
explained the Committee’s process in securing the bids, which began in April, 2005. Six bid requests were sent and four were received. The winning bid met all the requirements, and was also the lowest bidder. He noted that the BFC had voted to accept the Committee’s recommendation to extend the contract to KME for $273,390.00, pending financing. Mr. Musser said that KME is a Pennsylvania company, it came with good references, and that there were no exceptions asked of the Committee’s requested specifics. He added that companies that could not comply with the Committee’s insurance and liability requirements were eliminated.

Supervisor Hameister asked about the breakdown for financing the purchase. Mr. Musser said there is $120,000.00 in the Township budget for the tanker, state funding is available at 2%, and there are plans to sell the old tanker and use its proceeds. BFC trustees are working on what is needed, which could range from $15,000.00 to $30,000, depending on the tanker sale and possible donations.
C. Proposed Ordinance 256 – Amending the Property Maintenance Code to Reflect New Rental Property and Fire Safety Regulations

Chairman Wilson noted the Public Hearing regarding proposed Ordinance 256 earlier in the evening. Supervisor Hameister asked about the fire safety issue with regard to the ordinance. Ms. Farkas said the proposed ordinance is based on, and similar to, State College Borough’s, using language that addressed Harris Township’s needs. Also, any items that were contained in the Borough’s ordinance that did not apply to Harris Township were removed. Supervisor Graham added that there was nothing in the amendment that the Boalsburg Fire Company might oppose. General discussion ensued.


Supervisor Lee asked about any language that exempted historical buildings. Ms. Farkas said only historical properties that are rentals are affected. Chairman Wilson stated that any building is subject to inspection if it is any kind of rental. Supervisor Warner added that all landlords who attended the meetings, whether they had large numbers of rentals or a few, were in favor of the changes. He reminded the Board that the Code Committee had been working on the amendments for several months, and that the Supervisors had been kept informed of the progress.

Supervisor Hameister moved to adopt Ordinance 256, amending the Property Maintenance Code. Supervisor Graham seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. 

D. Proposed Ordinance 257 – Rezoning Parcel 25-4-55F From General Commercial To General Industrial  

Chairman Wilson noted a Public Hearing had been held earlier in the evening. Supervisor Hameister asked whether the remaining amount of General Commercial zoning is adequate, once the ordinance is passed. Ms. Liggett said that the amount proposed for rezoning would have negligible impact. She added that, when they heard the presentation from the developer, the Planning Commission saw the request as an intention to extend the existing technological park. General discussion ensued.


Supervisor Lee asked about the concept plan, which shows Honeysuckle Drive as a cul-de-sac, and asked about parkland. Mr. Sepp said that the developer is still in talks with the Township. Mr. Shea said there are two issues: the current ordinance does not allow parkland on different parcels, as it is on the concept plan, and the concept plan now shows building on area that had previously been discussed as a cul-de-sac and additional parkland adjacent to existing parkland at Country Place. Supervisor Hameister questioned the language which states that there is a lease agreement with Centre Region Parks and Recreation. Mr. Shea said that the Township does not buy a park and then dedicate it; the Township pays to maintain and equip it, and there was no discussion of a lease.

Supervisor Graham reiterated he would like to see a master plan for all three parcels. He then addressed concerns about future use of the parcel if rezoning is approved. He said he does not see a negative impact now or in the future. Mr. Sepp stated that the project has been four years in the making, and he did not believe there would be any such changes in the future.

Supervisor Warner moved to adopt Ordinance 257, rezoning 8.5 acres of parcel 25-4-55F from General Commercial to General Industrial. Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.
E. Proposed Ordinance 258 – Rezoning Parcel 25-4-55M From Single Family Residential To Two Family Residential

Chairman Wilson noted a Public Hearing had been held earlier in the evening. Mr. Sepp said the request for rezoning is being made in order to allow duplexes along with single family homes.

Supervisor Lee moved to adopt Ordinance 258, rezoning 10.067 acres if parcel 25-4-55M from Single Family Residential to Two Family Residential. Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

F. Tax Collection Agreement with State College Area School District

Ms. Farkas noted that the Township collects earned income and real estate taxes for the State College Area School District. The agreement runs from January 1, 2006 to December 31, 2008.

Supervisor Graham moved to approve the tax collection agreement with the State College Area School District. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.
G. Discussion of Draft Penns Valley Regional Comprehensive Plan
Supervisor Graham moved to table discussion of the draft Penns Valley Regional Comprehensive Plan (PVRCP), due to not having a complete report. Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. The motion was defeated, 2 to 3, with Supervisors Hameister, Lee, and Wilson voting against.

Ms. Farkas noted that, once the Board had the opportunity to evaluate the plan, remarks could be sent to her and they will be forwarded to the Centre County Planning Office by December 19. She noted in particular the revisiting of the SCCCTS issue, and that the PVRCP is opposing the position the Township Board of Supervisors has taken on the matter. Ms. Liggett reiterated the importance of sending their comments so they could be sent to the Planning Office and used at the joint meeting of the Planning Commissions of the Penns Valley municipalities and Centre County. Mr. Lee expressed concern that the Township’s comments would be disregarded and that they should find a forum for discussion. Ms. Farkas suggested that all comments should be sent to Centre County’s planners in order to see if there could be some compromise. General discussion followed.
By general consent, the Board agreed to send initial comments to Ms. Farkas and to discuss the matter further at their meeting in February, preferably with someone from Centre County Planning Office in attendance.
H. Discussion of Lighting Issues in Township

Chairman Wilson said there had been some concern expressed by Supervisors regarding lighting issues, and called attention to a memo prepared by Mr. Shea reflecting history on the issue.

Supervisor Warner noted that he had received an email complaining about light from a local gas station that had been spilling onto proximate properties. Supervisor Graham added that the issue has been discussed before, and maintained that back lit signs/canopies are a concern because they radiate more light than the average sign. Chairman Wilson noted that backlit canopies are not permitted in the Township.

Mr. Shea said that the Township’s lighting ordinance requires all developers, whether commercial or residential, to show both detail of lighting fixtures and the anticipated lighting pattern. Light must be designed to not go off of property; an exception is the 60 watt limit for residences. The limit has not been a problem, and noted that the Township’s is by far the strictest of the local municipalities. He further reported that any complaints received are researched and addressed immediately. The most frequent complaint received by the Township is regarding street lights placed in the Village, because they are not shielded and light goes into residents’ windows. He noted that much of the lighting complaints are from those businesses or residences whose construction predated the current lighting ordinance. He said that the current lighting ordinance works well, and observed that developers are particularly challenged to meet the confines of the ordinance; it has accomplished what the Board at that time expected it to accomplish. Chairman Wilson declared that there is an existing lighting ordinance on which that Board had worked arduously, and noted there is no method for either physically preventing light from reflecting or doing what is sought.
I.  Resolution 05-18 Appropriating Sums for COG Programs

Supervisor Lee moved to adopt Resolution 05-18 appropriating specific sums for fiscal year 2006 COG programs. Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.
J.  Resolution 05-19 – Establishing Property Tax Rates for 2006

Supervisor Warner moved to adopt Resolution 05-19 establishing property tax rates for fiscal year 2006. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

K. Resolution 05-20 Adopting the 2006 Harris Township Budget

Supervisor Warner moved to adopt Resolution 05-20, summarizing and approving the 2006 Harris Township Budget. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

L. Resolution 05-21 Designating Depositories for Harris Township

Supervisor Lee moved to adopt Resolution 05-21 designating depositories for Harris Township accounts for 2006. Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.
M. Resolution 05-22 Setting Township Manager’s Salary for 2006


Supervisor Warner moved to adopt Resolution 05-22 setting the Township Manager’s salary for fiscal year 2006. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.
MANAGER’S REPORT


Ms. Farkas presented a written report. She advised the Board that a time needed to be set for the reorganization and regular meeting on January 3, 2006, and proposed meeting at 5:00 p.m. She also noted the meetings she had attended for the Technical Committee and the Transportation Enhancement Grant.

Supervisor Lee asked Ms. Farkas why leaf collection was shut down as soon as it was, especially since some areas’ leaves were not collected before the snow began. Ms. Farkas responded that the Township provides the best service with its current equipment and personnel levels. She added that the crew worked late into the day before the snow fell, and that they finished all public right-of-ways; private ways will be addressed during the spring for leaf collection. Chairman Wilson commended the collection effort, and noted the crew was able to cover more collection this year than before.
APPROVAL OF VOUCHER SHEET 2005-12
Supervisor Hameister moved to approve Voucher Sheet 2005-12, for a total expenditure of $74,402.23. Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. The motion to approve Voucher Sheet 2005-12 was approved unanimously.

COG/COMMITTEE REPORTS

Executive Committee:  
Report from Supervisor Warner distributed with agenda. 
Personnel Committee:  
Chairman Wilson noted that the finishing touches were put on the COG Overtime and Flex Time Policies, and that issue should be finished up at the General Forum.
Finance Committee:  
Did not meet

Public Services Committee: 
Did not meet

Spring Creek Watershed Commission:  
Did not meet

Code Committee:  
Did not meet
Transportation Committee & CCMPO:  
Reports distributed with agenda. Supervisor Lee asked the Board for direction regarding the Warner Boulevard/Route 45 intersection signal project, in light of it not being on the Centre County Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP). Supervisor Hameister said it appeared a study was made that the lights were warranted, and questioned why an additional $10,000.00 was being required from PennDOT for another study. By general consent, it was decided that clarification is needed from PennDOT before taking the next step.

Ad Hoc Regional Parks & 

Recreation Committee                                        Report distributed with agenda. Supervisor Warner added that $300,000.00 was received for Oak Hall Park.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

The regular session was recessed at 9:55 p.m. for an Executive Session.

ADJOURNMENT


The regular meeting was reconvened and adjourned at 10:10 p.m. by Chairman Wilson.
Submitted by,

Amy Farkas, Township Secretary 
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