HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Regular Meeting

Minutes of August 14, 2006

The regular meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors was called to order on August 14, 2006, at 7:32 p.m. in the Township meeting room by Chairman Clifford Warner. Also in attendance were Supervisor Charles Graham and Supervisor Chris Lee. Vice-Chairman Dennis Hameister and Supervisor Nigel Wilson were absent. 
Also in attendance were Harris Township Manager Amy Farkas; Todd Shea, Zoning/Ordinance Enforcement Officer; Phyllis Favorite, Staff Assistant; D.J. Liggett, CRPA Planner; Chuck Herr, Township Sewage Enforcement Officer (SEO); Brian Grieco and Jorge Herrera, C-NET; Van Winter, Boalsburg Fire Company; Kirk Aguer, Nittany Grove; Eric Casanave, PennTerra Engineering; Randy Bachman, Bachman Site Plan; Fred Henry, Henry Surveys; Fred DiMuccio, Oelbermann Minor Subdivision; Township residents Cathy Flood, Dennis and Beth Ricker, and Joe Russo.
Approval of Minutes

Supervisor Lee moved to approve the minutes of the Public Hearing on July 10, 2006 and the regular meeting of July 10, 2006. Supervisor Graham seconded the motion. The motion to approve the minutes was unanimous, 3 to 0.
Public Comments

Chairman Warner asked for comment regarding items that were not on the agenda. None was received.
TOWNSHIP BUSINESS

A. Sewage Management Program Discussion

Ms. Farkas reported that each municipality was asked at the July 24th COG General Forum to provide comments on the sewage management section of the Act 537 Plan Update. She said that planning staff is seeking guidance on two aspects of the section in particular: whether a sewage management program should be implemented on a municipality-wide or on a problem-area basis, and whether the program should be administered by each municipality in-house or administered by the University Area Joint Authority (UAJA).

Ms. Liggett noted the memo distributed to the Supervisors before the meeting. She reviewed the process to date with the Act 537 Update.


Ms. Farkas read an email that had been sent by Vice-Chairman Hameister, who was unable to attend the meeting. She said the email would be attached to the minutes. Vice-Chairman Hameister noted his support for a Township program.

Chairman Warner said that if the SEO is unable to keep up with the number of inspections that would be required under a region-wide program, the Code Committee had discussed the possibility of having Code Inspectors do this work.  Ms. Liggett said that the Code Inspectors’ involvement in the program is not something that the CRPA is recommending.  However, the CRPA strongly supports a region-wide program for septic tank inspections. 

Chuck Herr, Sewage Enforcement Officer (SEO), said that if the Township wants a qualified person to do the initial inspection of the properties involved that it would be possible. He noted that it is his decision if there is a malfunction and that he would determine how to repair it. He added that there is a 20 percent repair rate projected in the first round of inspections, which would appear harsh to the residents. Affecting this is DEP guidelines. He asked that the Township provide him with criteria, and expressed concern about the scope of the job. He added that he had concerns as well as for the geology of the area and how that would impact on-lot systems and inspections.


Supervisor Lee asked if DEP required that all lots be on the program. Ms. Liggett said that DEP would require that all lots in the Centre Region are in the Sewage Management Program. She said CRPA has asked for written confirmation of this because the municipalities felt this is onerous; however, nothing has been received to date and there is a new person in charge at DEP at this time. Therefore, what has been adopted will be submitted to DEP for review.

General discussion ensued regarding the sewage system inspection procedure and fees.


Ms. Liggett noted that the municipality would go from virtually no program to one that is aggressive. She stated one of the concerns cited is that residents may not be able to pay a large bill and she asked Mr. Herr if there could be a time period to address needed repairs. Mr. Herr responded that everything is dependent on what the Township adopts. He cautioned that extended periods allowed for repairs could be problematic if a property were to be sold before the sewage issue is completely addressed. Mr. Herr reiterated that the idea of placing the entire Centre Region on the program is an excellent idea, but he would not recommend doing everything at once. He added that in addition to being a good program the investment will protect all in the long run.

Ms. Liggett agreed the problems would lay in the inspection needs, and recommended inspecting the known problem areas first. She recommended beginning with Linden Hall and Shingletown, then expanding from there over the next six years. Mr. Herr noted that once a problem is found and documented it must be repaired at that time. General discussion ensued.


By general consensus the Board stated its agreement with a region-wide program for sewage management, with problem areas within the Township targeted first, and the remaining on-lot systems phased in at a later date. The Board also favored UAJA administering the program. Because of concern of the possible financial impact to residents to maintain their systems, the Board suggested that specific criteria be developed to address issues such as financial hardship, size and condition of tanks, both the size of a home and changes in property ownership, the number of residents in a home, development of a specific timeline for pumping and inspection, and guidelines for inspectors and SEOs to use when performing their functions.

Mr. Herr noted that PENNVEST has a program for those who cannot afford to fix a failed system that offers low interest financing. He also noted that there would be no mandating of a holding tank for a property owner without coming before the Board.

B. Dog Ordinance Issue

Ms. Farkas noted that this issue was tabled from the July meeting, and that a copy of the original ordinance with suggested changes was provided. She noted that the Township Solicitor has concerns regarding defining unlawful barking, and noted information sent from him in the agenda packets. Ms. Farkas said that staff believes strongly that this is a dispute between neighbors that is better handled privately and does not recommend any changes to the existing ordinance. She added that the suggested revisions are too broad in scope and may cause too many unwarranted complaints about barking dogs.

Supervisor Lee asked for the procedure currently used for complaints. Mr. Shea responded that, while barking as reported is not specifically covered, a letter from the Township can sometimes help a situation. Chairman Warner said that many situations are a neighbor to neighbor issue and that this is adequately covered under the current ordinance and practice.


Mr. Shea said he could send a letter to the party in question in this specific case and make the resident aware there is a complaint and the particulars of the ordinance. He added the best the Township can do is inform the resident there is a problem, educate them, and ask for their cooperation in resolving the problem. 
C. Bachman Site Plan

Mr. Shea reported that Randall and Lynor Bachman had submitted a site plan on July 5th for some construction on their property on 136 Old Stone Lane. A site plan was required because of the property’s proximity to a floodplain. He said staff has completed two reviews of the plan and that all deficiencies have been corrected. The Planning Commission also reviewed the site plan at their last meeting and recommended approval contingent upon completion of all outstanding comments.

Supervisor Graham moved to approve the Bachman Site Plan. Chairman Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 3 to 0.

D. McClintic Minor Subdivision

Mr. Shea reported that Henry Surveys had submitted a plan on July 14th for the McClintic Minor Subdivision on the corner of Memorial Drive and Memorial Circle. He reviewed the deficiencies and updates to those, and noted only two signature blocks remained to be completed.

Supervisor Graham moved to approve the McClintic Minor Subdivision Plan, contingent upon any outstanding comments. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 3 to 0.

E. Oelbermann Minor Subdivision

Mr. Shea said that on July 6th Henry Surveys had submitted the Oelbermann Minor Subdivision Plan, located on Sharer Road, immediately to the south of the Saona property, itself just subdivided in 2005. He noted that a waiver request had been submitted to allow the installation of the water storage tank for fire protection purposes and to allow the posting of surety for it to be delayed, since the potential owners of the lot do not intend to build for about five years. Mr. Shea said that staff does not support the request and would strongly discourage non-tendering of surety if the Board should decide to allow a delay in the installation of a tank. Also, there is some thought being given to using the tanks installed by the Saonas, which would require a written agreement. Mr. Shea said the Planning Commission has yet to review the planning module. He recommended that the Board should look at the issue of fire protection.

Supervisor Lee said that since both the Boalsburg Fire Company and Township staff are recommending against the waiver request because of the fire issue, he could not support waiving the requirement to install the water tank nor delay posting surety. 


Fred DiMuccio, Oelbermann Minor Subdivision, said the lot is in Clean and Green and that there is no permit expected for five years. He suggested there could be a letter submitted when the subdivision is filed. Mr. Shea responded that because a current owner promises to fulfill the obligations does not mean it will happen. He said an option is to develop an agreement with the Saonas to use their tank, since it is on private property.

Supervisor Graham asked about the posting of surety. Mr. Shea said he did not know the cost, and must speak to the Township Solicitor about the duration permitted. He said there needs to be either a required date of installation of the tank or a surety.


Supervisor Lee recommended Mr. DiMuccio speak with the Saonas about an agreement, see about the surety, and attend the September Board meeting. Mr. Shea said he would need the information from Mr. DiMuccio to have the Solicitor review. Action was tabled on this item.


F. Nittany Grove Manufactured Home Community Expansion Concept Plan

Mr. Shea reported that Kirk Aguer, the new owner of the former Al-Mar Acres mobile home park, submitted a Special Exception request to the Zoning Hearing Board to expand the current 25-lot park by an additional 28 units. He said the Special Exception process involves approval by the Zoning Hearing Board, and then submission of a land development plan. He noted that there is a hearing scheduled on August 29th. He said that a copy of the concept plan was included in the agenda, and that the owner is asking for comments that might make the project better and facilitate the land development process. Mr. Shea added that the PC had looked at the plan and made constructive suggestions to Mr. Aguer. He introduced Eric Casanave of PennTerra Engineering who was on hand to discuss the project.

General discussion ensued. Supervisor Graham said he would like to see the former owners’ names used somehow in naming the new streets in tribute to their facilitating a quality residence. He asked if there was a requirement for two entrances for the mobile park home off of Route 322. Mr. Casanave noted that the existing driveway will need a road permit from PennDOT. Mr. Shea added that he was not certain that if there is a need to require two entrances. He added that if a boulevard-style entrance is designed it would suffice.  Mr. Casanave said that PennDOT would inform the developer of the need. Supervisor Graham said that more entrances are better for this proposed expansion in this case. 

G. 2007 COG Program Plan 

Ms. Farkas reported that at its July 24th meeting the General Forum referred the COG Program Plan to each municipality for comment as part of the budget process. She noted that comments must be forwarded to the COG Executive Director by August 28th.

General discussion ensued. By general consent the following comments by Supervisor Lee were forwarded to the COG Executive Director:

1. Under Regional Planning, promotion of the region’s knowledge industry by investing in quality of life programs that attract workers, such as seen with Option 4 of the Park Forest Pool Project
2. Shape development to promote community and interaction between people. Emphasize Traditional Neighborhood Design regionally by trading density for affordable housing and open space. The housing efforts of the County need to be specific in the role of municipalities and what they can do to promote affordable housing. Also, open spaces in communities should be connected to each other.
3. Note that highways shape communities and that there should be a regional forum for planning for this. PennDOT should be included in any of these discussions. Efforts to coordinate land use and transportation planning should be emphasized.

Supervisor Graham noted that unless funding is available, the recommendations could not be addressed. Also, requests for such funding must go to the Finance Committee from the CRPA if the suggestions are adopted.
H. Emergency Management Articles of Agreement 

Ms. Farkas said that at the July 24th General Forum meeting the articles of agreement for the emergency management program were referred to each municipality for comment by September 18th. These articles will create a regional emergency fund that will set aside $100,000.00 for incidents. Money will be contributed to the fund over four years, with each municipality paying its share under the COG formula. She asked for any comments to forward to the COG Executive Director.


Supervisor Graham stated he had mixed feelings about the program, emphasizing he did not oppose the program, but had reservations about the program in general, and administration of the program in particular. He acknowledged it would be a good resource for unanticipated emergency purchases. He asked who would approve an emergency expenditure. Ms. Farkas said it could be the COG General Forum Chairman or Vice-Chairman, with Steve Abrams, the Emergency Management Coordinator, authorizing the expenditure. She noted that the goal is to regionalize any such decisions.


The Board agreed in general to the agreement.

I. Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP)

Ms. Farkas noted that the Centre County Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) was to be adopted at the Centre County MPO meeting in September, and that the public comment period is open. She advised the Board to provide comment on those Township projects listed as follows:
1. #80 – Replace Linden Hall Bridge over Mackey’s Run (2015 – 2018 funding cycle)

2. #9 – Bike path along Brush Valley Road (2011 – 2014)

3. #28 – Harris Township to Centre Hall Pedestrian/Bike Trail (2015 – 2018)

4. #48 – Trail from military museum to Lemont (2019 – 2022)

5. #87 – Trail from Boalsburg to the top of Tussey Mountain (2027 – 2030)

● SCCCTS project is listed as a “project for future consideration” and is not funded.


Ms. Farkas noted that the Township had previously provided comment on the Mackey’s Run project, asking that it be designed in a historically-sensitive manner; and the Harris Township to Centre Hall bike path, asking that the reference to Linden Hall be deleted and the path be designed with input from both the Linden Hall Village Association (LHVA) and the Centre Region Bike Coalition. Ms. Farkas noted that the LHVA had provided comment on projects pertaining to the village, and that they are extremely concerned about the character of the village being destroyed by the proposed projects. She asked for additional comments.

Supervisor Lee said that PennDOT is solving a load issue problem with the bridge in Linden Hall, and that repair must be made to standards. He suggested PennDOT might be able to make an exception. He added that Potter Township did not want the Linden Hall reference deleted from the Harris Township to Centre Hall Pedestrian/Bike Trail. Chairman Warner said that the bike path is a distant project, and that when the project is slated to begin all parties involved should be contacted, regardless how it is named.

Dennis Ricker, Linden Hall, distributed a letter from the LHVA regarding the bike path and a map detailing the established state bike route that encompasses Linden Hall. He said that the LHVA is not against a bike path, and that they encourage it. However, the issue of concern is the widening of Linden Hall roads because the project would take up land and existing buildings. He said the bridge is traffic calming, and recommended against widening it to two lanes because of the existing speeding problem.
J. Ordinance 262 – Vacating a Portion of Loop Road and Renaming It

Ms. Farkas noted a public hearing was held earlier for the proposed ordinance vacating a portion of Loop Road, near the new intersection of Torrey Lane and Boal Avenue, and renaming it Torrey Lane. She noted that agreements have been signed by the two affected property owners, Glenn Dry and Jim Miller. She said an added benefit to the owners was that this would help the two businesses clarify their location with clients.

Supervisor Graham moved to approve Ordinance 262, vacating a portion of Loop Road and renaming it Torrey Lane. Chairman Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 3 to 0.

K. Zoning Hearing Board Appointment

Ms. Farkas reported that the Zoning Hearing Board is in need of a third member to fill the unexpired term of Jack Callahan. The term will expire on December 31, 2006. She noted that Len Rockey of Linden Hall had applied for the position and noted his application. She added that staff believes Mr. Rockey is an excellent choice for this position and recommended his appointment.

 
Supervisor Graham moved to appoint Len Rockey to fill Jack Callahan’s unexpired term on the Zoning Hearing Board, which will to expire on December 31, 2006. Chairman Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 3 to 0.
L. Request to Close Main Street

Ms. Farkas reported that the Boalsburg Village Conservancy was requesting the closure of Main Street from Church Street to Tennis Alley on October 7th from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. for its annual Boalsburg Discovery Days Multicultural Columbus Festival. She noted that traffic will be able to travel through the Diamond on Church Street, but will not be permitted on West Main Street. 

Supervisor Graham moved to approve the closure of Main Street from Church Street to Tennis Alley on October 7th from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. for its annual Boalsburg Discovery Days Multicultural Columbus Festival. Chairman Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

M. Request to Use the Boalsburg Fire Police

Ms. Farkas reported that Arc of Centre County is requesting the use of the Boalsburg Fire Police on September 16th from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and September 17th from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. for the Arts and Mazes weekend at Wasson Farm on Route 45. She noted that more than 3,000 people attended the event last year, creating the need for the fire police to handle traffic control. Van Winter, Boalsburg Fire Chief, also asked that the Board authorize the use of the Port Matilda, Centre Hall, and Alpha Fire Police because of schedule conflicts during that period.

Supervisor Graham expressed concern about groups requesting use of the all-volunteer fire police to bypass the much higher costs of paying for the State College Police services. He recommended that if there are an increasing number of similar request that the Board may want to examine the issue further. He said the fire police are trained but that the requests are growing at a pace of concern and the Township needs to monitor this. General discussion ensued.


Supervisor Graham moved to approve the use of the Boalsburg Fire Police and the Port Matilda, Centre Hall, and Alpha Fire Police on September 16th from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and September 17th from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. for the Arts and Mazes weekend. Chairman Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 3 to 0.
N. Trick-Or-Treat Night

Supervisor Lee moved to approve holding trick-or-treat night on October 31st from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Chairman Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 3 to 0.

MANAGER’S REPORT


Ms. Farkas presented a written report.  She reminded the Board that Harris Township Night at the Spikes was to be held on August 26th, and that Chairman Warner was throwing out the first pitch. Also, the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee (PRAC) is requesting a grant from DCNR through their Small Communities Program to purchase $48,757.00 worth of playground equipment for Kaywood and Blue Springs Parks. While the Township is expected to match 20 percent of the amount, which is $9,000.00, the actual amount the Township will need to match is $4,500.00, as Centre Region Parks and Recreation will give an in-kind donation to match the other half of the Township’s obligation.

Supervisor Lee asked if residents requesting money from the Township could be present at the September meeting and make public comment for those requests. Ms. Farkas said this is generally done during the budget work sessions in October which are open to the public for comment. She said the Board could proceed however they preferred as a group.
Other​

Supervisor Lee asked Ms. Farkas if she was going to recommend that PennDOT post an electronic sign near the traffic signal at Tussey Mountain. Ms. Farkas said she had contacted PennDOT regarding this and also spoke with an officer from the State College Police Department. She said the electronic sign is placed too far away and that she had recommended that a second sign be placed to better alert incoming traffic about the impending traffic signal. Ms. Farkas said she had offered the Township’s electronic sign for PennDOT’s use but had not received a response.

Chairman Warner noted a report from State College Borough Water Authority representative Gert Aron that was included in the agenda packet.

APPROVAL OF VOUCHER SHEET 2006-8
Supervisor Lee moved to approve Voucher Sheet 2006-8, for a total expenditure of $412,726.68. Chairman Warner seconded the motion. The motion to approve Voucher Sheet 2006-8 was approved unanimously, 3 to 0.
COG/COMMITTEE REPORTS
Executive Committee:  
Report distributed with agenda.

Personnel Committee:  
No report
Finance Committee:  
No report
Public Services Committee: 
Report distributed with agenda. 
Spring Creek Watershed Commission:  
No report 
Code Committee:  
Report distributed with agenda.

Transportation Committee & CCMPO:  
Reports distributed with agenda.
Ad Hoc Regional Parks & 

Recreation Committee                                   Report distributed with agenda. 
Chairman Warner noted a report from the Ad Hoc Act 537 Plan Committee was included with the COG/Committee reports. 
ADJOURNMENT


Supervisor Lee moved to close the meeting. Chairman Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. Chairman Warner adjourned the meeting at 9:44 p.m.
Submitted by,

Amy Farkas, Township Secretary
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