HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Regular Meeting

Minutes of August 9, 2004

 

 

 

The regular meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors was called to order on August 9, 2004, at 7:30 p.m. in the Township meeting room by Chairman Charles Graham. In attendance were Supervisor Dennis Hameister, Supervisor Chris Lee, and Supervisor Cliff Warner.

 

Also in attendance were Harris Township Manager Kristin Clark; Todd Shea, Zoning/Ordinance Enforcement Officer; Phyllis Favorite, Staff Assistant; Gert Aron, State College Borough Water Authority Representative; David McCallister and Bill Madden C-NET; Chris Dry, Boalsburg Fire Company; and Township residents Earl Kesler, Ross Adams, and Willa Adams.

 

 

Call To Order 

 

Chairman Graham led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

 

Public Hearing – Proposed Ordinance 248, Tree Ordinance
 

 


Chairman Graham called the Public Hearing of the proposed Tree Ordinance, Ordinance 248, to order. The purpose of the ordinance is to establish a Shade Tree Commission, and to establish policies and regulations for the election and maintenance of public trees within the Township. He asked for public comment. None was received.

 


Supervisor Hameister moved to close the Public Hearing. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0. The Public Hearing was adjourned at 7:32 p.m.

 

 

Regular Meeting
 


The regular meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors was called to order at 7:32 p.m.

 

 

Approval of Minutes

 

Supervisor Hameister moved to approve the minutes of June 14, 2004. Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. The motion was adopted unanimously, 4 to 0.
 

Supervisor Wilson joined the meeting at 7:33 p.m.

 

 

Citizen Comments

 


Chairman Graham asked for comments from Township residents. Ross Adams, a resident on Harris Avenue spoke to the rise in noise his neighborhood is experiencing that is being caused by commercial endeavors, such as lawn mowing services. He asked if the Township had a noise ordinance or other ordinance that limited noise from commercial operations. He stated the noise will begin before 7:00 a.m., and end after 8:30 p.m. With more building being done in his area, he said he expects there will be more noise.

 


Chairman Graham stated that currently there is no designation of time limitation for noise, and the Township does not have a noise ordinance. Mr. Shea noted that if the noise was at unreasonable levels at unreasonable hours, the State College Police could be contacted to deal with the situation. Ms. Clark stated that she would speak with the paving company for Lee Avenue about a time limit, since they will be working under the direction of the Township. Chairman Graham said they would review the situation and reassess the need for adding a noise ordinance.

 

 

TOWNSHIP BUSINESS
 

 

A. Representative Report – State College Borough Water Authority (SCBWA)

 


Gert Aron, Township Representative on the SCBWA, presented his report. He began by stating that the Water Authority was extremely solvent, compared to other municipalities, and that the SCBWA was cited for being one of the best-run facilities in the state.

 


His report noted that old and small water liners were replaced by larger ones in the neighborhood of Kaywood, specifically on Kathryn, Karen, and Montclair streets; that water leaks amounting to roughly 40% of the Township water use were found, primarily on Mary Elizabeth Street, and were eliminated by pipe replacement; that a long-range plan for the SCBWA is being developed; that a water source protection plan is being developed; and that the Authority is meeting with farmers to reduce nitrate concentrations in the streams and aquifers in the region.

 


Supervisor Lee asked if the Township was being subsidized for its water usage. Mr. Aron responded that when the Township initially turned over its water company, the expectation was that there would be a need to invest $2,000,000.00. The Authority discovered that there was a leakage rate of 50%, and that those pipes had to be replaced, causing the investment to be $4,000,000.00.

 


Chairman Graham expressed concern about the financial condition of the Authority in the future. He remarked that the current SCBWA long-range report states that water rates would double by the year 2010. Mr. Aron stated he was not privy to the financial planning of the Authority, and had no satisfactory answer to the report’s projection.

 

 

B. Lighting Ordinance

 


Chairman Graham noted that the ordinance was reviewed at the last meeting, and the goal is to have good lighting regulations for neighborhoods, address light spillage, limit trespass light, and backlit/canopy signs. He said he thought it to be a regional issue, not just a Township one.

 


Mr. Shea noted the handouts distributed with the agenda that demonstrates a recent commercial lighting plan, and how some of the issues are currently addressed in the Township. Supervisor Hameister recommended that the Township also submit the lighting issue to COG as a regional issue, perhaps working through the CRPA, especially since many area municipalities are in the process of reviewing or developing standards. He stated he believed the Township should work to get the issue on the 2005 COG Program Plan, suggesting regional standards.

 


Supervisor Hameister moved to recommend to the Township Planning Commission for consideration as amendments to the lighting and sign ordinances, as well as to the COG, the following for their consideration:

 


1.To measure output of light in lumens, rather than in watts.


2. Stop light trespass.


3.Regulate canopies or signs that are backlit, and require that signs be down-lit.

4.Address protecting the night sky as a regional issue.

 

Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. The motion was adopted unanimously.

 

 

C. 2005 COG Program Plan

 

Ms. Clark noted that the COG General Forum has asked for all comments to be sent to the COG Executive Director by August 25, 2004, to be considered during the preparation of the draft 2005 COG budget. Supervisor Hameister asked that COG begin thinking about the issue of compliance with the NPDES within the next 3 to 4 years, because of the permits. He thought COG should implement the same education and training that the permit holders were expected to reach to be in compliance with the Clean Water Act. Ms. Clark responded that much of that is implemented through ClearWater Conservancy, which performs as a central agency for these needs. She added that the MS4 requires specific actions, and that the Township will itself be required to perform some municipal housekeeping tasks to be in compliance. This will become more expensive as the years go by.

 

Supervisor Lee stated that he would like to see COG consider cluster developments, which lends itself to more open space, and the development of more public places in developments. Supervisor Hameister asked that approved federal air quality standards be considered a regional issue that CRPA should include for future years, since the Centre Region has not reached those standards.

 

D. Proposed Ordinance 248 – Tree Ordinance

 

 


Ms. Clark reported that a public hearing was held earlier in the session on Ordinance 248. The Ordinance would formally establish a Shade Tree Commission, and would provide regulations for the protection and maintenance of trees within the Township. The Township Solicitor has reviewed the Ordinance, and he commented that the penalty must be a municipal lien on the property of the offender, per stipulations in the Second Class Township Code. He further stated that the Township could choose not to enforce a violation, if it is believed to be a good faith mistake. Or, the Township could file suit and have the offender pay the fine without filing a lien at the Court of Common Please. She called attention to the correspondence she received from the Solicitor.

 


Ms. Clark noted that something to consider is that by adopting the Ordinance, the Township is making a commitment to maintain all the trees of the Township. Currently, many homeowners take care of tree matters themselves, whether a tree belongs to the Township or not. The funding of tree maintenance and replacements will increase if the Township takes full responsibility for all its trees, and this must be addressed when considering future budget allocations. Still, the Ordinance should protect trees in the right-of-way from being cut down or otherwise harmed.

 


Supervisor Hameister asked about the current Tree Commission, and how their appointments would be affected. Ms. Clark stated that they could be reappointed at the next Board meeting, and that at that time staggered terms would be arranged.

 


Supervisor Warner moved to approve Ordinance 248, establishing a Shade Tree Commission and providing regulation for the protection and maintenance of trees within the Township. Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

 

E. Bid Award – Vibratory Roller
 


Ms. Clark recounted that funds were included as part of the 2004 budget to purchase a vibratory roller for the Maintenance Department. Liquid Fuels monies received from the state would purchase the roller. While the intention was to purchase the roller from the Department of General Services (DGS), the equipment was not available on the contract. A request for bids was published in the Centre Daily Times on July 16 and 20. One vendor submitted a bid, and that vendor is the only local supplier of the desired roller.

 

Supervisor Hameister moved to purchase a 2003 Bomag BW900 roller from Groff Tractor and Equipment, Inc., for a cost not to exceed $12,495.00. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

 

 

F. Trick-Or-Treat Night

 

Ms. Clark reported that the COG Forum had adopted a motion on July 26 to identify preferred Trick-Or-Treat night for the Centre Region. She added the Board needed to adopt the same motion to formally set the night for the Township.
 

Supervisor Lee moved to designated Saturday, October 30, 2004, between the hours of 6:00 and 8”00 p.m., as Trick-Or-Treat night for the Township. Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion. The motion was approved 4 to 1, with Chairman Graham opposed.
 

 

MANAGER’S REPORT

 


Ms. Clark presented her written report. Of particular note was that the developer of the Springfield Commons project, Tom Songer, has proposed changing the building of triplex and quadplex units to building just duplexes. Ms. Liggett, Mr. Shea, Mr. Songer, and she met, and it is Staff’s opinion that, since a final plan was approved, a new plan must be submitted. While he does not agree, he will do what he has to do to get this change made.
 

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHER SHEET 2004-8
 


Supervisor Hameister moved the approval of Voucher Sheet 2004-8. Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. The motion to approve Voucher Sheet 2004-8 was approved unanimously.

 

 

 

COG/COMMITTEE REPORTS

 

Executive Committee:  



No Report

 

Finance Committee:  
Will meet August 12 to discuss CATA funding program, the universal code, and 2005 budget review for COG

 

Public Services Committee: 
No Report. The committee did meet as the Fire Protection Ad Hoc Committee, however.  ESCI, Inc. was the selected consultant for the student, and a kickoff meeting will be held in the coming week.
 

Spring Creek Watershed Commission:  
Mr. Hameister noted that an entity needs to be created to look at the issue of the region’s stormwater, and it is hoped this can be done within a year.

 

Personnel Committee:  
No Report

 

Code Committee:  
No Report

Transportation Committee:  
No Report. Mr. Hameister noted the frequency of accidents on Route 322, and the need for traffic mitigation He would like to initiate working with Potter Township to have both townships approach PennDOT and ask that the speed limit be reduced on Route 322 from Harris Township to Potters Mills.

 

Ad Hoc Regional Parks 



Report distributed with agenda

& Recreation Committee:  
 

 

Highway Study Group:       
Report distributed with agenda. Mr. Lee noted that safety on Route 322 was a key issue, and that 13-14 residents attended the inaugural meeting.

 

 

Mr. Hameister noted that he met with High Mose, CATA Manager, to discuss the 2005 CATA budget against which he had voted. The central issue was that Harris Township’s share of funding is increasing by 20%, and Mr. Hameister had questioned what efforts CATA would undertake to increase ridership by 20%. Mr. Hameister stated he was not satisfied with the answer he received from Mr. Mose, which was that CATA was doing all it could. Mr. Hameister noted that CATA would be preparing a survey to send out to all Township residents in the near future that will help provide some answers as to why people are not using the bus.
 

 ADJOURNMENT

 


Chairman Graham adjourned the meeting at 9:17 p.m. 

 
 

Submitted by,

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kristin L. Clark, Township Secretary 

 

 

