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1. CALL TO ORDER.

Supervisor Chairman Hameister called the Public Hearing to receive public comment relating to adoption of proposed ordinance No. 215 entitled “The Veterinary Office and Boarding Kennel Zoning Ordinance Amendment” to order at 7:30PM.

2. ADJOURNMENT.

Mr. Miller explained the proposed ordinance will add veterinary offices as a primary use in the Township’s Agricultural and Forest Zoning Districts and Boarding Kennels as primary and accessory uses in these districts building setbacks for these uses are: Front Yard - 50 feet; side yard and rear yard - 100 feet.


He added that an opaque fence at least six (6) feet in height must surround all boarding kennels.
      
There being no additional comments, Chairman Hameister adjourned the            Public Hearing at 7:33 P.M.
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MEMBERS PRESENT:

Chairman Dennis Hameister, John Tait, Vice-Chairman, Supervisors Charles (Bud) Graham and Josephine Chesworth

OTHERS PRESENT: 

Tom Miller, Township Manager; Todd Shea, Zoning Officer; Lori Cahill, Township Secretary; Spring Creek Watershed Committee - Rick Wardrop, Katie Ombalski; State College Borough Water Authority - Max Gill; Yoder Memorial Preserve - Bonnie Hutchinson, Dick Miller, Joe Banks, Patty Devecka, Greg Mussi, Lynde Mussi, Roy Love; Schlow Library - Betsy Allen, Dave Lee; Penn Terra Engineering - Linn Auman.

CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Dennis Hameister called the August 23, 2001 meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors to order at 7:33 P.M
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APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: 

Supervisor Charles Graham moved to approve the minutes, as circulated.  The motion was seconded by Vice-Chairman John Tait and carried unanimously: Ayes - 4; Nays - 0.

CITIZENS COMMENTS:


Chairman Hameister thanked the Public Works, Fire Police and Fire Department for clearing storm damage after Sunday’s storm.

TOWNSHIP BUSINESS:

A.
YODER MEMORIAL PRESERVE FUNDING REQUEST RESPONSE

tc \l4 "A.
YODER MEMORIAL PRESERVE FUNDING REQUEST RESPONSE
Chairman Hameister stressed that he strongly supports the park, and supports preserving a valuable open space property near the village.

Vice-Chairman Tait questioned if Township funds were going to be budgeted and if so, how much.  

Vice-Chairman Tait stated that he also felt the park is a good idea and the Township should budget funds.  

Supervisor Graham stated he also agreed that the Township should budget funds for the park.  He stated that the Park and Recreational Board have not supported funding for to the project but he felt it was a great idea.

Supervisor Chesworth also agreed that the park is a good idea.  




       HARRIS TOWNSHIP

                     





                                        BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

                                                              August 23, 2001

Scott Culbertson of the Stan Yoder Memorial Preserve Committee stated the committee has cash contributions of $208,408.00 actually deposited, plus the matching grant of $390,000.00.

Joe Banks also of the Stan Yoder Memorial Preserve Committee advised that the committee needs a total of $634,000.00.  They are roughly two-thirds of the way to that total.  

Supervisor Graham commented that he is aware that the citizens may not favor spending taxpayer money on this project.  He said he thought preserving the land will be a benefit in the future.

Upon a motion made by Vice-Chairman Tait and seconded by Supervisor Graham, the Board approved to contribute a minimum of $10,000.00 to the Stan Yoder Memorial Park. Carried Unanimously.  Ayes - 4; Nays - 0.

Board members noted that this contribution would not be forthcoming until the 2002 budget year.

Dr. Roy Love stated that on August 30, 2001, a check from DCNR will be presented on site at 10:30 a.m.  Board members were invited to attend.

B.
WATER RESOURCES MONITORING STUDY

tc \l5 "B.
WATER RESOURCES MONITORING STUDY
Chairman Hameister stated that 27% of citizens in Harris Township do not have water quality monitored.  He added that he is in support of the continued funding for monitoring.

Vice-Chairman Tait stated that the Township needs to pay closer attention to the quality of wells.

Supervisor Graham stated he is not in support of additional study.

Katie Ombalski, Watershed Coordinator, stated that the purpose of the study is to build an inventory of information.

Upon a motion made by Vice-Chairman Tait, seconded by Supervisor Chesworth and carried unanimously, the Board moved to support funding 
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on a year to year basis and that the funding be between $15,000.00 and the staff was directed to notify the COG Executive Director of the full request. Ayes - 4; Nays - 0.

C.
LIBRARY FUNDING/FUNDING REPORT

Vice-Chairman Tait read the following letter into record as follows:

The Harris Township Board of Supervisors cares about having an excellent regional library.  During the years of discussion about creating new library facilities to meet the ever increasing need, many of our residents have expressed concern about the accessibility of “downtown” library, (current and future.)  (At this point many of our citizens go to book stores rather than using Schlow because downtown parking is such a problem.  71 spaces won’t solve this if they are always being used by PSU students and other non-library use parkers.)

Three years ago, the Ad Hoc Library Committee agreed to set a criteria for choosing a site for a new building.  It was agreed that if these criteria were met, the municipalities, including Harris, would each contribute their share of half +/- $5 million.

So far the Library Board has apparently failed to take our concern seriously enough to create and present a parking management method and plan.  (The proposal presented 7/17/01 simply restated the goals that we have been talking about for years – page 15, #8.)

This parking control proposal would be different from simply creating spaces.  There will be considerable pressure from PSU students, and others, to use this free parking for purposes other than Schlow Library visits.  The problem and challenge becomes how to limit abuse and still keep it reasonably easy for legitimate library patrons to visit, especially families with small children and senior citizen drivers.

(The desire for a specific plan has been communicated to the Library Director, members of the Library Board and to the COG General forum 
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for at least four years and as recently as a month ago, before the last Forum meeting.)

We would like to be able to enthusiastically support this project.  However, accessibility continues to be a very important concern.  Without a detailed plan of parking control to evaluate, the proposal is incomplete.  Therefore, we will not be able to or willing to have further discussions on tentative plan support, until this work is done and presented.

He also stated that he met with Tom Larson and Jeff Kline to discuss action.

Vice-Chairman Tait moved to send the letter he had drafted and read into the minutes to the CR COG and Library Board, as a statement of the position of the Board.  Supervisor Graham seconded the motion.

Supervisor Graham stated that people would not use the library due to the parking situation.  

Supervisor Chesworth stated it will be difficult to monitor parking and prevent people from going to the library and shopping or running errands while leaving their car parked at the library.

Betsy Allen explained to Vice-Chairman Tait that there is no parking plan at present, because plans for the library have not been developed to that level.

Supervisor Graham asked if State College Borough could make more concessions to lower cost, asking if CDBG funds could be used.

David Lee stated that the Borough has already been very generous.

Supervisor Graham stated that the higher cost of construction is being driven by the Borough’s insistence to remain “downtown.”
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Upon a motion made by Vice-Chairman Tait, seconded by Supervisor Graham, the Board moved to send the letter drafted by Vice-Chairman Tait to the CR COG and Library Board as a statement of the position of the Board. Ayes - 3; Nays - 1.

D.      PROPOSED RESOLUTION 01-10 - RESOLUTION ADOPTING                              AMENDED FIRE SAFETY PERMIT FEES.

Upon a motion made by Supervisor Graham, seconded by Vice-Chairman Tait and carried unanimously, the Board moved to adopt the Proposed 

Resolution 01-10 - Resolution Adopting Amended Fire Safety Permit Fees. Ayes - 4; Nays - 0.

  E.      AIKENS RECREATIONAL PARK PLANNING MODULE & RESOLUTION
By a motion made by Vice-Chairman Tait, seconded by Supervisor Graham and carried unanimously, the Board moved to approve Resolution No. 01-11 which adopts the sewage facility planning module for the Aikens Preliminary Subdivision and Land Development plan as an amendment to the “Official Plan” of the Township of Harris, entitled “Comprehensive Water and Sewer Plan of 1990, as Amended”.  Ayes - 4; Nays - 0.

     F.       PROPOSED ORDINANCE NO. 215 - THE VETERINARY OFFICE AND BOARDING KENNEL ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT.

Upon a motion made by Supervisor Graham, seconded by Supervisor Chesworth and carried unanimously, the Board moved to ordain Proposed Ordinance No. 215.  Ayes - 4; Nays - 0.
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  G.       JOINT MUNICIPAL AGREEMENT FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT   SERVICES.

Mr. Miller explained that the agreement under review is an update to an existing agreement that has been in effect for many years.  The amendment draft has been updated to include revised overhead and several other changes.  College Township Council has already approved it.  

Mr. Miller added that Board members should not confuse the matter of acting on the Joint Municipal Agreement for Law Enforcement Services with the request for proposal to provide law enforcement services recently

requested of Ferguson Township.  Mr. Miller stated that these are two separate issues and must be treated as such.

Chairman Hameister recommended that the Technical Service Section of the agreement be expanded to recognize cooperation and coordination between State College Police Department and Boalsburg Fire Police.

Supervisor Graham suggested that Section 9-B allows for exchange of funds or services.  He added that there should be a "cap" on the year-end adjustment and expressed concern about Harris Township's responsibility for unemployment compensation.

Vice-Chairman Tait commended that Harris Township could establish a “contingency” fund specifically for this purpose.

By consensus, Board members agreed staff should forward these concerns to Chief King of State College Police Department for consideration.

    H.       CORRIDOR OVERLAY DISTRICT.

Supervisor Graham stated he would be in favor of eliminating “backlit” signs and suggested this be included in future crafts.

By a motion made by Vice-Chairman Tait, seconded by Supervisor Chesworth and carried unanimously, the Board moved to proceed with advertisement.  Ayes - 4; Nays - 0. 
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              I.       “DISCOVERY DAYS”.

Upon a motion made by Supervisor Graham, seconded by Supervisor Chesworth and carried unanimously, the Board moved to approve closure of Main Street from Boal Avenue to Tennis Alley Sunday, October 7, 2001, from 11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. for Discovery Days.  (Barricades are to be loaned to the Boalsburg Village Merchants.  Traffic control to be provided by the Boalsburg Village Merchants.)  Ayes - 4; Nays - 0.

     J.
SUSQUEHANNA RIVER BASIN COMMISSION STREAM SIGNAGE GRANT PROGRAM.

By a motion made by Vice-Chairman Tait, seconded by Supervisor Chesworth and carried unanimously, the Board moved to proceed with the Susquehanna River Basin Commission Stream Signage Grant Program directing staff to proceed with application. Ayes- 4; Nays - 0.

      K. 
HARRIS TOWNSHIP TRANSPORTATION SURVEY.

Board members did not act on this item.

L. EXECUTIVE SESSION.

Chairman Hameister indicated the Executive Session would be postponed until later in the agenda.


MANAGER’S REPORT.
Mr. Miller explained that he would answer questions regarding the written report.  
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Mr. Miller introduced Lori Cahill, Secretary who is new to the Township staff.

Mr. Miller stated that since Harris Township initiated the resurgence of interest in the Comprehensive Parks Plan, and since Chairman Hameister’s letter of August 30, 2001, is being used as an Exhibit, it was advisable to reiterate what was already said.  He asked the Board to advise if they wished to forward additional comments.

By consensus, Board members directed the Township Manager to draft a letter stating the Township’s position on development of a comprehensive


Regional Park plan for signature of the chairs of the Board of Supervisors and Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee.
Mr. Miller advised that he has begun to commence development of the tobacco free policy.  He stated that he is researching the subject and is undecided whether the policy will be “smoke free” or “tobacco free.”

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS:

Upon a motion made by Vice-Chairman Tait, seconded by Supervisor Chesworth and carried unanimously, Voucher Transmittal Sheet No. 01-08 was approved.  Ayes – 4; Nays – 0. 

. 

          COG COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Personnel
No Report.
tc \l5 "Personnel
No Report.


tc \l5 "

Code
No Report.
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tc \l5 "Code
No Report.
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Transportation
Scheduled to meet August 27, 2001.
SCCCTS
Discussed “performance measures.”
Ad Hoc Building Oversight
Discussed design development and requirements of Ferguson Township.
Executive
Prepared COG Agenda.
Public Services
Approved a procedures statement for traffic signs pre-emption.
Finance
Discussed 2002 CRPA budget and State College Area School District building permit waiver.
Fire Training Site
Board of Commissioners agreed to accept fifteen-(15) acre parcel.  Benner Township is considering revising their Zoning Ordinances to make facilities a conditional use.
Spring Creek Watershed
No meeting.
Agricultural Security Area
No meeting.
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Upon a motion made by Supervisor Graham, seconded by Chairman Hameister and carried unanimously, the Board moved to direct Vice-Chairman Tait to send letter representing Harris Townships priorities for the Centre County Transportation Improvement Program.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Chairman Hameister recessed the meeting to convene Executive Session at 10:10 p.m.

No action was taken during the session.

The meeting was reconvened at 10:18 p.m. 

Chairman Hameister announced that no action was taken during the Executive Session.

ADJOURNMENT:


Upon a motion made by Vice-Chairman Tait, seconded by Supervisor Chesworth and carried unanimously, the Board of Supervisors Harris Township meeting of August 13, 2001, was adjourned at 10:19 p.m.

__________________________________

Thomas C. Miller, Manager/Secretary

PUBLIC HEARING
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