HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Regular Meeting

Minutes of April 10, 2006

The regular meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors was called to order on April 10, 2006, at 9:14 p.m. in the Boalsburg Fire Hall by Vice-Chairman Hameister. In attendance were Supervisor Charles Graham, Supervisor Chris Lee, and Supervisor Nigel Wilson. Chairman Cliff Warner was absent.
Also in attendance were Harris Township Manager Amy Farkas; Todd Shea, Zoning/Ordinance Enforcement Officer; Phyllis Favorite, Staff Assistant; D.J. Liggett, CRPA; Don Franson, Township Engineer; Van Winter, Boalsburg Fire Company; Brian Grieco and Patrick O’Kane, C-NET; Diane Bloom, Association for Retarded Citizens (ARC) of Centre County; Fred Henry, Henry Surveys; Township residents Fred Dailey, Kathy DiMuccio, and Cindy Harding.
Approval of Minutes

Supervisor Graham moved to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting on March 13, 2006. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion to approve the minutes was unanimous, 4 to 0.
Public Comments

Vice-Chairman Hameister asked for comments regarding items that were not on the agenda. 

Diane Bloom, ARC representative, said that she was requesting if ARC could contact the Boalsburg Fire Company Police to coordinate traffic and parking for their charity event, Extreme Wheels, on Sunday, May 7th, from 1:00 to 6:00 p.m. She said she had been in contact with Van Winter regarding the use of the Boalsburg Fire Police, and would be meeting with him to discuss the event in more detail. Chief Winter said he would discuss the event with the fire police and coordinate the needs.

Supervisor Graham moved to approve the use of the Boalsburg Fire Police by ARC for its Extreme Wheels charity event for traffic and parking on Sunday May 7th, 2006, from 1:00 to 6:00 p.m. Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.


Cindy Harding, 150 Hess Lane, addressed the Board as a representative of State High Vision (SHV). Ms. Harding stated that she believed the issue regarding the high school renovation project and its price of $102 million is a regional issue, not solely that of State College Borough, where the school would remain after construction. She expressed concern that the cost to this point is stated as $102 million, but that it will increase even more. Ms. Harding said the impact of higher real estate taxes will have a negative affect on all the municipalities in the school district, which would make raising revenue more difficult. She was also appalled that no Council of Governments (COG) members have addressed the project. She asked that, as a municipal member of COG, the Board recognizes the renovation is a subject of regional concern, especially due to the fact that real estate taxes will definitely increase and at an unknown rate. She asked that the Board request more information from the school board.


Supervisor Graham said he was unsure if COG could act on the subject as a body, although he expressed his concern for the scope of the renovation project. Supervisor Lee said he thought the only option for the group is to speak directly to each municipality since COG would most likely return the issue to the individual municipalities for their consideration. Ms. Harding said they were doing that at this time.

Ms. Harding then stated that she would like to see the Board take a vote against the project, and asked that the Board become very aware of the project’s scope and size and then speak to its feasibility. Supervisor Lee said action is taken by the State College Area School Board, and not the COG members. Ms. Harding said that SHV wants to provide the municipalities with information so residents can learn about the issue. She asked that the Board use its position to ask questions of the school board.


Kathy DiMuccio, SHV member, stated that she sees the issue as one that will negatively impact everyone in the school district, especially those who are retired, have lower incomes, or smaller houses. She said school taxes are becoming excessive. Ms. DiMuccio maintained that the renovated school will be the largest construction project in the history of Centre County, as well as statewide, and that the new high school would also be the largest school in Pennsylvania. She asked the Board to call school board members and express their concern. Ms. DiMuccio said the school district would become an elite, rich school district where only those who can afford expensive homes could live, and that the current problem with affordable housing would worsen. She said the committee is hoping that each municipality will call the SCASD board and ask that they stop and reevaluate the project. She also asked that they request that a representative from the School Board address the Supervisors and explain how the tax increase would affect the Township.

Fred Dailey, 205 Shrineview Avenue, addressed the Board with an issue affecting his 5.3 acres on top of Academy Street, on which he recently built a cabin. He said he is trying to improve the lane with fill and was told that trucks greater than ten tons cannot be on South Academy Street without having the road bonded. He said he was told that local deliveries were allowed. He said it would be a hardship to have to bond the road each time he uses it to bring in  stone, and that he can either make 35 trips with his pick up truck, or use a 30-ton truck just five times. He said stone has been taken up the road since 1980 and this was the first time he had a driver cited because of a complaint.

Mr. Shea explained that an ordinance was enacted in the late 1990s to address concerns on Brush Valley Road, and that it was updated more recently to include Academy Street as well as other streets. The ordinance was passed in order to protect streets, especially from vehicles heavier than ten tons. Supervisor Graham said he was not in favor of lifting the ordinance, as he thought it was fair and addressed the many trucks that had in the past taken shale from above Academy Street for profit. Supervisor Lee said that the issue was that of truck weight.


Mr. Dailey asked how many trucks the Township anticipated when the Weaver tract is developed. He said that the initial coating of the lane for his property on Academy Street would be between 5 and 10 loads with a tri-axle truck, and that there were 12 loads of base material already hauled in to start. He said that now he would have to pay for the material when he was were getting the fill for free from the Beneficial Reuse construction, plus he would have a bonding fee added to that. 

Mr. Dailey complained that there are school district buses damaging roads on the Hill and on Shrineview Avenue, but local taxpayers are shouldering that cost. Mr. Shea responded that there are specific exemptions in the ordinance, including those given to school buses. He reminded Mr. Dailey that he had agreed to send the issue to the Township Solicitor in order to clarify whether it includes what Mr. Dailey wants to do with his property. He said he is waiting on the Solicitor’s decision. Mr. Franson said the ordinance was enacted specifically to protect local roads. Vice-Chairman Hameister said the Township would wait to receive the Solicitor’s decision before any further action is taken.

Vice-Chairman Hameister asked if there were further comments regarding items that were not on the agenda. With none received, Vice-Chairman Hameister closed the public comment section.

PUBLIC HEARING FOR HARPSTER FARM TENTATIVE PLAN

Supervisor Lee moved to refer the Harpster Farm April 3, 2006 Tentative Plan to the Planning Commission for review before the next Board of Supervisors meeting, and continue the public hearing to May 8th. Supervisor Graham seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.
TOWNSHIP BUSINESS

A. Ordinance 259 – Extending the Deadline for Smoke Detector Installation
Ms. Farkas reported that the Centre Region Code Administration Office had recommended that municipalities extend the deadline for installing smoke detectors in rental units to permit the manufacturer to correct deficiencies found in a number of detectors. The new compliance date would be July 1, 2006.

Supervisor Lee moved to approve Ordinance 259, extending the deadline for compliance with the smoke detector installation regulations to July 1, 2006. Supervisor Graham seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.

B. Ordinance 260 – Amending the Scope of the Parks Rules and Regulations

Ms. Farkas noted that Ron Woodhead had contacted Staff to ask that the Township parks rules and regulations be amended to change the definition of a park to allow for the designation of land acquired by another entity and declared by resolution of the Township to be a park. The change would allow for parkland acquired through the regional park program to be included in the Township park system.

Supervisor Lee move to approve Ordinance 260, amending the scope of the park rules and regulations. Supervisor Graham seconded the motion.


Vice-Chairman Hameister expressed concern about the use of the word “entity” and how broadly it would be defined, citing instances when current recreational facilities might become available, such as Hess Fields and Tussey Mountain. He said he would like for Staff to contact Mr. Woodhead about the issue, and said he would like to see the motion tabled.


Supervisor Graham moved to table the approval of Ordinance 260 until the next meeting. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.

C. Resolution 06-07 – Designating Oak Hall as a Harris Township Park

Supervisor Graham moved to table Resolution 06-07. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.

D. Resolution 06-08: Swabb/Linden Hall School Subdivision Sewage Facilities Planning  Module

Supervisor Wilson moved to adopt Resolution 06-08, approving the Sewage Facilities Planning Module for the Swabb/Linden Hall School Minor Subdivision. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.

E. Resolution 06-09: Tanitsky Minor Subdivision Plan/Sewage Facilities Planning Module

Mr. Shea reported that Henry Surveys had submitted a minor subdivision plan on March 7, 2006 for the creation of a new lot from the Tanitsky property on Whitetail Lane. The Tanitsky property, an over 50-acre parcel, is proposing a 1.9 acre lot for a family member. Staff had completed a review of the plan and a small number of comments were made. Mr. Shea said when the agenda was prepared all but three of the comments had been addressed. Those deficiencies included those from Chapter 11, Articles III, Section 1.3.1.2; Article III, 1.3.8; and Article IV, Section 4.1. In addition, additional deficiencies include lack of signature for the Boalsburg Fire Company, which will remain so until the issue of the 4,000 gallon water storage tank for fire protection is satisfied; two items Ms. Liggett identified, which included the lack of tax parcel number of the parent tract to indicate the number of lots that have been subdivided from that parent tract to date; and on the note section, the incorrect cable carrier was listed. He said that the deficiencies were small enough that they could be satisfied. He recommended approval contingent upon satisfactory completion of the outstanding comments.

Boalsburg Fire Chief Van Winter said he had met with Mr. Henry about defining the placement of the water storage tank on the property. He said that while the details still need to be addressed, he believed the project could move on. He said there was discussion about access and ownership issues, and that he would meet with the Henrys and the Tanitskys regarding this.

Supervisor Lee moved to approve Resolution 06-09 for the Sewage Facilities Planning Module for the Tanitsky Minor Subdivision Plan, contingent upon satisfactory completion of outstanding review comments. Supervisor Graham seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.

F. Kathryn Street Bid Award

Mr. Franson reported that seven bids were received and opened on April 4th for the Kathryn Street project, and that he had reviewed all the bids submitted. He recommended awarding the bid to the low bidder, New Enterprise Stone and Lime, in the amount of $63,030.25. 

Supervisor Graham moved to award the bid for the Kathryn Street project to New Enterprise Stone and Lime in the amount of $63,030.25. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved, 3 to 0, with Vice-Chairman Hameister abstaining.
G. Regional Parks Program Articles of Agreement
Ms. Farkas noted that the COG General Forum referred the articles of agreement for the regional parks program to each municipality for review and comment. She said that Chairman Warner and she had attended the meetings and that the Supervisors could ask questions for clarification if needed. She asked the Supervisors to provide any remarks to forward to the COG.

Supervisor Lee questioned the use of the .2 millage figure for funding, as he understood that the millage funding formula was being used the first two years, but was unclear of its use after that, instead of using the COG formula. Ms. Farkas said that a millage could be raised should COG seek financing for a bond. He also said that he thought that the language under Section 10.1 seemed too broad. Supervisor Graham asked if the non-resident policy of Centre Region Parks and Recreation extends to all parks and recreation activities, or just to the regional parks program. Ms. Farkas said she believed that non-participating municipality residents pay a higher fee where applicable. Supervisor Graham said if the policy does not apply to all of the parks and recreation programs he would like to make certain that it does. Ms. Farkas said she would forward the comments to the COG Executive Director, ask for clarification of the comments, and seek further discussion opportunities for the Board.
H. Appointment to Tax Appeals Board
Ms. Farkas said it is Harris Township’s turn to have an active member on the Tax Appeals Board for the State College Area School District. The appointee would serve until December 31, 2008 and hear appeals relating to the earned income tax. The tax appeals board meets infrequently to hear cases in the Centre Region. She recommended that the Board appoint Ron Spinelli to the position. 

Supervisor Graham moved to appoint Ron Spinelli to the Tax Appeals Board for a term lasting until December 31, 2008. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.
I. Designation of April 22nd as Watershed Cleanup Day
Ms. Farkas said that ClearWater Conservancy would hold a Watershed Cleanup Day on April 22nd, and had asked the Township to officially designate April 22nd as Watershed Cleanup Day in the Township. Also, the Township was asked to dispose of trash collected during a cleanup at the Pennsylvania Military Museum, and to provide financial assistance to help cover the cost of tipping fees, which the Township did assist with in 2005. Mr. Franson added that by making the designation, it could be applied toward the NPDES permit. Ms. Farkas said she would contact the organization if the Supervisors had particular cleanup areas.

Supervisor Wilson moved to designate April 22nd as Watershed Cleanup Day in Harris Township. Supervisor Graham seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.

MANAGER’S REPORT


Ms. Farkas presented a written report. Ms. Farkas noted that the Township received five negative comments from residents in Linden Hall regarding the recent bicycle race, citing inconvenience and a desire to have no more races through the area. Supervisor Graham said that he had heard from residents about how pleased they were with how the race was run. Vice-Chairman Hameister added that he felt it went quite well. 

Ms. Farkas said she had been asked why the Township did not participate in State College Borough’s grass and leaf collection program. She reported that the additional cost to the Township to do both leaves and grass would be between $15,000.00 and $17,000.00 annually. Additionally, Township would have to participate in both collection programs, and the maintenance crew would be required to transport the waste to the Borough’s compost site.
APPROVAL OF VOUCHER SHEET 2006-4
Supervisor Graham moved to approve Voucher Sheet 2006-4, for a total expenditure of $159,262.52 Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion. The motion to approve Voucher Sheet 2006-4 was approved unanimously, 4 to 0.
COG/COMMITTEE REPORTS
Executive Committee:  
Report distributed with agenda.

Personnel Committee:  
Report distributed with agenda.
Finance Committee:  
Supervisor Graham reported that the Committee is beginning to review the proposed budget for CATA.
Public Services Committee: 
Report distributed with agenda. 
Spring Creek Watershed Commission:  
Report distributed with agenda. Vice-Chairman Hameister added that a major planting of 500 trees at the Elks Club is nearly finished. The trees were sponsored by ELA and SPEFCU. Also, a Memorial Day planting that is being sponsored by ClearWater Conservancy needs volunteers.
Code Committee:  
No report

Transportation Committee & CCMPO:  
CCMPA report distributed with agenda.  The Transportation report was distributed at the meeting. 
Ad Hoc Regional Parks & 

Recreation Committee                                   Report distributed with agenda. 
ADJOURNMENT


Vice-Chairman Hameister adjourned the meeting at 10:11 p.m.
Submitted by,

Amy Farkas, Township Secretary 
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