HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Regular Meeting

Minutes of December 11, 2006

The regular meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors was called to order on December 11, 2006 at 7:33 p.m. in the Township meeting room by Chairman Clifford Warner. In attendance were Vice-Chairman Dennis Hameister, Supervisor Charles Graham, Supervisor Chris Lee, and Supervisor Nigel Wilson.
Also in attendance were Harris Township Manager Amy Farkas; Todd Shea, Zoning/Ordinance Enforcement Officer; Phyllis Favorite, Staff Assistant; D.J. Liggett, CRPA Planner; Brian Grieco, Meredith Evans, and Denise Reyes, C-NET; David Loesch, Ray Regan, PennTerra; Steve Dell, Traditions of America (TA); Jim Wagner, TriTech/Wagner Engineering; Township residents Fred Dailey, Jr.; Cathy Flood, Ginny Mulhatten, and Paige Thomas.
Approval of Minutes

Vice-Chairman Hameister moved to approve the minutes of the November 8, 2006 Budget Hearing, and the November 13, 2006 Regular Meeting. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion to approve the minutes was unanimous.
Public Comments

Chairman Warner asked for comment regarding items that were not on the agenda.

Fred Dailey, Jr., 205 Shrineview Avenue, said that he had been promised a change in the hauling ordinance by each of the Supervisors, and just discovered it was not passed. He said he understood that there was a public hearing, which he could not attend, and that the ordinance he wanted would be passed, based on Supervisors’ comments to him.

Ms. Farkas responded that the Board had concerns of the impact on Township streets if changes to the bonding requirements are made. She said the Township could explore other methods. Mr. Shea added that, when asked for an opinion, the Township Solicitor explained that the inherent problem with the current ordinance is that the Township would have to go to great lengths to define those vehicles that are exempt. Since it would be daunting, the Board decided to not adopt an amended ordinance. Supervisor Graham said that the Board discussed options, but could not reach consensus. General discussion ensued.


Ms. Farkas stated that she would do research on other municipalities in the region and in the state to see if there is some suitable language that would address the hauling issue.

Vice-Chairman Hameister thanked PennDOT and HRI for the quality road work improvement project for the new intersection of Bear Meadows and the Elks Country Club. He noted that the intersection is much safer because of the improvement.
TOWNSHIP BUSINESS

A. Elksview Preliminary Subdivision Plan

Mr. Shea reported that staff had received and reviewed three versions of the last remaining R-3 property east of Huntington Park Apartments, proposing 50 townhouse units and an extension of Jacks Mill Drive to connect with Route 322. The plan was reviewed in October and November by the Planning Commission, and approval was recommended contingent upon satisfactory completion of all review comments. One issue remaining unresolved is that of parkland. While the developer maintains that the requirement has been met by previous development on the property via the amount of open space that was provided and turned into parkland on receipt. The Township Solicitor disagrees with this assertion and is reviewing additional material provided by the developer. Mr. Shea noted that deadline for approval expires January, 2007. 


Vice-Chairman Hameister asked about the background of the tract in question. Mr. Shea reviewed the history of the development of the parent tract and the issue of open space. He said that, while the amount of open space designated exceeded the requirement at the time, the Township Solicitor advised that, since the Elksview development was not specifically designated at the time of the previous development, the open space did not apply to them. David Loesch, Elksview developer, countered that his attorney disagreed with that interpretation. General discussion ensued.


Ms. Liggett suggested that a memorandum of understanding or a deed restriction be pursued to facilitate the goal of affordable housing Mr. Loesch was attempting. Mr. Loesch said the area needs affordable housing. Ms. Farkas offered that, in order to keep costs down, the Township was willing to facilitate access to the proximate parkland if the developer would donate the building materials.  Supervisor Graham expressed concern that, if a bridge were built, it must be substantial and quality because of Spring Creek; additionally, there should be no cost to the Township. Mr. Shea noted that the price of permits that are needed to cross a floodplain could significantly add to the cost. Ms. Farkas said those costs should be evaluated before the project proceeds further. General discussion ensued.

Ms. Liggett said if Harris Township were to help achieve an affordable housing development, it could encourage other municipalities to do likewise.

Vice-Chairman Hameister said he had concerns about the stormwater maintenance program, and that the cost of maintenance could be expensive for the residents of the new development. He said he wanted the new homeowners to understand their obligation; he expressed concerns about the proximity of the development to Spring Creek. Supervisor Graham noted that those costs are generally included in the homeowners’ condominium fees.


Mr. Shea expressed concern about issues with the proposed development and recommended tabling the decision until the January 2nd Supervisors’ meeting in hopes of having more information to address the concerns. 


Supervisor Graham moved to table the decision on the Elksview Preliminary Subdivision Plan until the January 2, 2007 Board of Supervisors meeting to provide time to address outstanding issues. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. 

B. Hogan Preliminary Subdivision Plan

Mr. Shea reported that staff received and reviewed four versions of a preliminary subdivision plan that would create three lots from the existing 10-acre Hogan lot at the end of West Main Street. The Planning Commission has reviewed the plan and recommended approval, contingent on satisfactory completion of all review comments. He noted that the outstanding items were minor, and that the sewage facilities planning module had not been approved by the DEP as yet. Mr. Shea added that the meeting was the last at which there could be discussion since the Township had already received a time extension.

Supervisor Lee moved to approve the Hogan Preliminary Subdivision Plan, contingent upon satisfactory completion of the December 5, 2006 comments from the Zoning Officer, Township Engineer, and Senior Planner. Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

C. Liberty Hill Final Plan/Phase II

Mr. Shea reported that staff received the second phase of the Liberty Hill plan on October 20, and has reviewed them. While comments are not numerous, a major comment is that the requirements for satisfying the conditional approval of the Phase I Final Land Development Plan must be met, or Phase II cannot be approved. He noted that it was the last meeting within the 45-day time limit that the Board would have to act on the plan without receiving a time extension from the developers. 

Supervisor Lee asked for affirmation that the composition of the light poles would not be concrete, as previously noted. Mr. Wagner affirmed that, per the agreement at the November Board meeting, the light poles would not be concrete. General discussion ensued.

Supervisor Lee moved to approve the Liberty Hill Phase II Final Land Development Plan contingent upon satisfactory completion of the November 28, 2006 comments fro the Zoning Officer, November 10, 2006 comments from the Township Engineer, and November 28, 2006 comments from the Senior Planner; and that all outstanding comments must be completed before the Board signs the Plan. Chairman Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

D. Ordinance 265 Act 537 Implementation Agreement

Ms. Farkas noted the public hearing held earlier in the meeting for proposed Ordinance 265, which addresses that action which COG directed each municipality to take on the Centre Region Growth Boundary (RGB)/Sewer Service Area (SSA) Implementation Agreement by January 16, 2007. The agreement set specific guidelines for developments of regional impact inside the SSA. It also creates sewage management guidelines for developments located outside the sewer service area. Vice-Chairman Hameister noted that this is a change in the process, and removed the five-year evaluation limit previously in place.

Supervisor Lee moved to approve Ordinance 265, the Centre Regional Growth Boundary/Sewer Service Area Implementation Agreement. Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. 
E. Ordinance 266 Articles of Agreement for the Emergency Management Program

Ms. Farkas noted that at its November 27th meeting the COG General Forum forwarded the Articles of Agreement for the Emergency Management Program to each municipality for adoption by January 16, 2007. She noted that a public hearing for Ordinance 266 was held earlier in the meeting.

Supervisor Graham moved to approve Ordinance 266, adopting the Articles of Agreement for the Emergency Management Program. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.
F. Request from Spring Creek Watershed Commission

Ms. Farkas noted that the Spring Creek Watershed Commission had submitted a letter, ordinance, and sample agreement to the Township. They requested that the Township join an intergovernmental entity, and make a contribution of 65¢ per resident, or $302, in 2007.

Vice-Chairman Hameister reviewed the background of the Spring Creek Watershed Commission. He added that there needs to be seven of the fourteen possible municipalities to approve the agreement, and that it appears likely. He said that it would become a financial burden for the municipalities. Vice-Chairman Hameister said there may be a request that a municipality volunteer to do the administrative work of the Commission. 


Supervisor Graham expressed concern about creating another government entity, and asked that the Commission clarify its mission. He added that he did not believe that the Township’s expense would be limited to the figure cited. He said he was concerned that the Commission would be empowered to do more than is being perceived, as this was a legal document creating an entity of its own. Vice-Chairman Hameister countered that the Commission would have to seek approval from the participating municipalities for projects. General discussion ensued.


Supervisor Lee moved to adopt the agreement for the Spring Creek Watershed Commission, and defer advertisement for a public hearing until written verification is received that there are seven or more municipalities who will participate. Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. 
G. Resolution 06-21 Adopting the Harris Township Budget

Supervisor Wilson moved to approve Resolution 06-21, adopting the Harris Township 2007 Budget. Vice-Chairman Hameister seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. It was noted that taxes were not raised.
H. Resolution 06-22 Appropriating Sums for COG Programs

Supervisor Lee moved to approve Resolution 06-22 Appropriating Sums for COG Programs. Chairman Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. It was noted that the sum budgeted by the Township for COG programs is $314,613.00.
I. Resolution 06-23 Establishing Property Tax Rates for 2007

Supervisor Wilson moved to approve Resolution 06-23, establishing the property tax rates for 2007. Vice-Chairman Hameister seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

J. Resolution 06-24 Designating Depositories for Harris Township

Supervisor Lee moved to approve Resolution 06-24, designating the depositories for Harris Township. Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

K. Resolution 06-25 Setting Township Manager’s Salary for 2007

Supervisor Lee moved to approve Resolution 06-25, setting the Township Manager’s salary for fiscal year 2007. Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

L. Appointment of Representative to the Ad Hoc Stream Buffer Committee

Ms. Farkas noted that at the November 27th COG meeting an Ad Hoc Stream Buffer Committee was created to draft a riparian buffer ordinance for the Centre Region. She added that one member of the Board should be appointed to the committee.


Supervisor Lee moved to appoint Supervisor Dennis Hameister to the Ad Hoc Stream Buffer Committee. Chairman Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.
M. Request from League of Women Voters

Ms. Farkas said the League of Women Voters submitted a request to have the Township sponsor a program on healthcare, the third in a series, on C-NET. 

Vice-Chairman Hameister moved to approve the C-NET sponsorship of the League of Women Voters’ program on health care. Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

MANAGER’S REPORT


Ms. Farkas presented a written report. 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHER SHEET 2006-12
Supervisor Wilson moved to approve Voucher Sheet 2006-12, for a total expenditure of $88,556.23. Chairman Warner seconded the motion. The motion to approve Voucher Sheet 2006-12 was approved unanimously.
OTHER

Ms. Farkas said that a position on the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee and that of Township representative to Schlow Library would need resident volunteers. General discussion ensued.
COG/COMMITTEE REPORTS
Executive Committee:  
Report distributed with agenda.

Personnel Committee:  
Did not meet.
Finance Committee:  
No report.
Public Services Committee: 
Report distributed with agenda.

Spring Creek Watershed Commission:  
Report distributed with agenda.

Code Committee:  
Did not meet.
Transportation Committee & CCMPO:  
No Transportation meeting. CCMPO report distributed with agenda.

Ad Hoc Regional Parks & 

Recreation Committee                                 Report distributed with agenda.

Reports from the Boalsburg Heritage Museum and State College Borough Water Authority were noted.

ADJOURNMENT


Chairman Warner adjourned the meeting at 9:45 p.m.
Submitted by,

Amy Farkas, Township Secretary
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