
HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS


Regular Meeting Minutes

January 3, 2011

Board Members in Attendance:
Nigel Wilson

Clifford Warner






Charles Graham






Dennis Hameister






Paul Rittenhouse 

Staff in Attendance:


Amy Farkas, Township Manager






Courtney Pelchar, Administrative Secretary

Public in Attendance:

J. Garry McShea, Resident 

CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Wilson called the January 3, 2011 Regular Meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors to order at 4:32 PM. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Vice Chairman Warner moved to approve the minutes of the December 13, 2010 public hearing and the December 13, 2010 regular meeting.  Supervisor Rittenhouse seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

CITIZEN COMMENTS:

There were none.

TOWNSHIP BUSINESS:

A.    ORGANIZATION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS: 

Ms. Farkas said Board members shall nominate and elect a Chairman and Vice Chairman for calendar year 2011. 

Supervisor Graham moved to nominate Vice Chairman Warner as Chairman and Supervisor Hameister as Vice Chairman.  Supervisor Rittenhouse seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

B.     CODE ADMINISTRATION STUDY:
Ms. Farkas said the Board began discussion on the Code Administration Study at its December meeting. The study includes 38 recommendations aimed at improving the agency’s operations.  

Ms. Farkas said that at the last meeting, the Board had asked questions related to the agency's fund balance at the end of 2009, the proposed capital improvement program and the agency's contribution to it, and the potential purchase of new field software. 

Supervisor Hameister noted that the Public Services and Environmental Committee would be discussing the issues raised about the sewage management program in the study at their next meeting.  
Supervisor Hameister also said that he’d like it to be noted that the Boalsburg Fire Company is a part of the Fire Marshall program. Supervisor Graham said that he didn’t believe the point was relevant to the Code Administration Study. Ms. Farkas said that the Code Administration study is simply recommending that Fire Marshall program not fall under the purview of the Code Agency. She said she would note that the Board would like it mentioned in the study that the Boalsburg Fire Company participates in the Fire Marshall program.

C.     PROPOSED ORDINANCE 291: ADDING THE STREETS INSIDE SPRINGFIELD COMMONS TO THE TOWNSHIP'S PARKING LIMITATIONS ORDINANCE:

Ms. Farkas said that prior to tonight’s meeting a public hearing was held on Proposed Ordinance 291 which amends the Township's parking restrictions to include the streets within Springfield Commons. These streets have all been posted no parking since they were accepted by the Township for dedication in 2009. This amendment is necessary so the State College Police Department can properly enforce the parking restrictions on these streets.

Supervisor Wilson moved to adopt Ordinance 291, adding the streets inside Springfield Commons to the Township's Parking Limitations Ordinance. Vice Chairman Hameister seconded the motion. It was approved unanimously.

D.    ANNUAL APPOINMENTS TO POSITIONS STIPULATED BY CODE OR 
ORDINANCE:
 

Township Secretary-Treasurer
Ms. Farkas said one of the functions of serving as Township Manager is the responsibility of serving as Secretary-Treasurer.  This is an annual appointment required by the Second Class Township Code.  

 

Vice Chairman Hameister moved to appoint Amy Farkas to serve as Secretary-Treasurer of Harris Township for 2011, setting the Treasurer’s bond at $1,000,000.00.  Supervisor Rittenhouse seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  
Assistant Secretary-Treasurer
Ms. Farkas said Proposed Resolution 11-01 appoints an Assistant Secretary-Treasurer.  
Supervisor Wilson moved to appoint Charles Graham as the Assistant Secretary-Treasurer and to adopt proposed Resolution No. 11-01.  Supervisor Rittenhouse seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.   
 
E.     PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS:
 

Township Engineer 
 

Ms. Farkas said Harris Township has entered into an agreement for engineering services with

College Township.  Although we do not have a contract with College Township, it is

necessary to formalize the appointment on an annual basis.  
She said the Township appoints an alternate engineer to complete projects on an as needed
basis.  She noted that Stahl Sheaffer Engineering has served as alternate engineer since 2007.

They are currently serving as the inspector for the Boalsburg Streetscape project. She said the

Township also appoints a traffic engineer. McCormick Taylor has filled that position over the

last year.
Vice Chairman Hameister moved to appoint College Township Assistant Engineer, Mr. Don Franson P.E., to serve as primary municipal engineer for Harris Township in 2011.  He also moved to appoint Stahl Sheaffer Engineering, LLC to serve as alternate municipal engineer in 2011.  He moved to appoint McCormick Taylor to serve as traffic engineer in 2011.  Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

 

Sewage Enforcement Officer (SEO)
Ms. Farkas said Chuck Herr has expressed interest in continuing to serve Harris Township in

2011. In 2010, the Board appointed Pam Winter from his office as first alternate sewage

enforcement officer and Stan Wallace from Bellefonte as second alternate sewage

enforcement officer.  
Supervisor Rittenhouse moved to appoint Mr. Charles Herr, Ms. Pam Winter and Mr. Stan Wallace to serve as Harris Township Sewage Enforcement Officers for 2011.  Supervisor Graham seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  
Township Solicitor 
Ms. Farkas said the Township has utilized the services of two law firms in 2010 – Patrick Fanelli from the law firm of Andrews and Beard served as the Township’s primary solicitor, with Ron McGlaughlin from Stover, McGlaughlin, Gerace, Weyandt and McCormick serving as alternate solicitor.  

Supervisor Graham moved to appoint the Law Firm of Andrews and Beard and Patrick Fanelli to serve as Harris Township Solicitor for 2011 and to appoint Ronald McGlaughlin and the law firm of Stover, McGlaughlin, Gerace, Weyandt and McCormick to serve as alternate solicitors for 2011.  Vice Chairman Hameister seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

Zoning Hearing Board Solicitor and Alternate 

Ms. Farkas said Dick Campbell of Miller, Kistler, Campbell, et al, has been appointed to serve in recent years as the Zoning Hearing Board Solicitor.  She said Attorney Scott Etter of Miller, Kistler, Campbell, has substituted for Mr. Campbell on a regular basis.  She said staff would like to appoint Ron McGlaughlin of Stover, McGlaughlin, Gerace, Weyandt and McCormick as the alternate solicitor for the Zoning Hearing Board.  

Vice Chairman Hameister moved to appoint Mr. Richard Campbell and Mr. Scott Etter of the firm Miller, Kistler, Campbell et al to serve as Harris Township Zoning Hearing Board Solicitor for 2011.  He moved to appoint Mr. Ron McGlaughlin of the law firm of Stover, McGlaughlin, Gerace, Weyandt and McCormick to serve as alternate Zoning Hearing Board Solicitor for 2011.  Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

Act 511 Tax Collector 

Ms. Farkas said that Act 511 are non-property based taxes, i.e. earned income tax. The Harris Township Tax Administration Office is responsible for collecting these taxes for the municipality and State College Area School District. 

Supervisor Wilson moved to appoint the Harris Township Tax Administration Office as the Act 511 Tax Collector for 2011.  Supervisor Graham seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously. 

F.      ANNUAL COG AND RELATED COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS:
The Board agreed on the following appointments to COG Committees:

Executive Committee: Chairman Warner 

Finance Committee: Supervisor Graham

Human Resources Committee: Supervisor Wilson

Public Service and Environmental Committee:  Vice Chairman Hameister

Public Safety Committee: Chairman Warner 

Transportation and Land Use Committee/MPO: Supervisor Rittenhouse 

Parks Capital Committee: Chairman Warner
The Board agreed on the following appointments to various community organizations and committees:

Spring Creek Watershed Commission: Vice Chairman Hameister

Boalsburg Heritage Museum: Supervisor Graham

Ad Hoc Open Space Committee: Vice Chairman Hameister

Centre Area Cable Consortium: Supervisor Graham 

Supervisor Wilson moved appointment of Committee members as stated above for 2011, and to direct staff to notify the COG Executive Director that the substitution/voting policy shall remain unchanged for 2011.  Supervisor Rittenhouse seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously. 

G. OTHER MUNICIPAL APPOINTMENTS AND RE-APPOINTMENTS:

Vacancy Board

The Board of Supervisors must make an appointment to certain positions vacated by death, disability, or resignation, such as elected positions, within 30 days of the vacancy being declared or the Vacancy Board presides. The Vacancy Board consists of the Board of Supervisors and one electorate of the Township. 

Vice Chairman Hameister moved to appoint Mrs. Josephine Chesworth to serve as Vacancy Board Chairman for 2011, with a term ending December 31, 2011.  Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

Harris Township Planning Commission
Ms. Farkas said that there are two Planning Commission members up for reappointment — Mary Ann Kresen and John Wainright. Both have expressed a willingness to continue serving. Bob Segal from Liberty Hill has also expressed interest in serving. 

Supervisor Rittenhouse said that he would like more information on the current Planning Commission member’s terms and lengths of service. He said new volunteers from the community will be discouraged from applying if we just continue to reappoint existing members. It would be nice to have new blood on the Township’s boards and commissions. 

Supervisor Graham asked if term limits should be imposed on Board-appointed advisory committees. Ms. Farkas noted that as these positions are appointed by the Board that they have the power to reappoint or solicit new applicants. Term limits would have to be added to the by-laws that the Planning Commission adheres to. Ms. Farkas said that the Board could suggest that the Planning Commission add a review of the by-laws to their 2011 Work Plan and that they consider establishing term limits.  

Chairman Warner suggested that applications be kept on file in the case that a committee member resigns. Ms. Farkas agreed and said that the Board could keep a file of applications and revisit them when the need for a new member would arise. 

The Board expressed frustration with the current situation and asked that in the future the process of soliciting volunteers be started several months prior to making a decision.

Supervisor Wilson moved to reappoint John Wainright and Mary Ann Kresen to the Harris Township Planning Commission for terms ending December 31, 2014.  Vice Chairman Hameister seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

Centre Regional Planning Commission
Ms. Farkas said that Ron Buckalew has served on the Centre Region Planning Commission since 1996. 
Supervisor Wilson moved to appoint Ron Buckalew to serve as Harris Township representative to the Centre Regional Planning Commission for calendar year 2011.  Supervisor Rittenhouse seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

Zoning Hearing Board

Ms. Farkas said that Len Rockey has indicated a willingness to continue serving on the Zoning Hearing Board. Bob Segal from Liberty Hill has also expressed interest in serving. 

Supervisor Graham moved to appoint Len Rockey to the Zoning Hearing Board for a term ending December 31, 2013. Vice Chairman Hameister seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

Harris Township Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee

Ms. Farkas said that Susan Hammerstedt, Roy Harpster, and Joe Hart have indicated their willingness to continue serving. 

Vice Chairman Hameister moved to appoint Susan Hammerstedt, Roy Harpster, and Joe Hart to the Harris Township Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee for terms ending December 31, 2013.  Supervisor Graham seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

Centre Region Parks and Recreation Board/Centre Regional Recreation Authority 

Ms. Farkas said that Roy Harpster has served in this capacity for the past several years and has expressed a desire to continue serving. Recognizing his valuable knowledge, the Centre Region has asked that we reappoint Mr. Harpster to another 5 year term with the Authority.

Vice Chairman Hameister moved to appoint Roy Harpster to serve as Harris Township representative to the Centre Region Parks and Recreation Board/Centre Regional Recreation Authority for a five year term, ending December 31, 2015. Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

State College Borough Water Authority 
Ms. Farkas said that Gert Aron has capably served as the Township’s liaison to the water authority since 2001. He has agreed to serve another term. Supervisor Rittenhouse asked that the Board receive a report from Mr. Aron sometime this year. 

The Board expressed concern that the Township does not have a voting member on the Authority Board. They asked Staff to send a letter to the Authority, asking that they consider giving the Township a vote. 

Supervisor Graham moved to appoint Gert Aron to serve as Harris Township’s liaison to the State College Borough Water Authority.  Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

University Area Joint Authority
Ms. Farkas said that after a number of years as Harris Township’s representative to the University Area Joint Authority, Dr. Brian Dempsey, is stepping down. Ted Ballenger has applied to be his replacement. 
Supervisor Wilson moved to appoint Ted Ballenger to the University Area Joint Authority for a term ending January 6, 2016. Supervisor Rittenhouse seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.
C-NET Representative
Ms. Farkas said that Lewis Jillings has served as Harris Township’s representative to C-NET since 2005 and has expressed interest in serving an additional 1 year term. 

Vice Chairman Hameister moved to appoint Lewis Jillings to serve as Harris Township’s C-Net representative. Chairman Warner seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

Centre County Tax Collection Committee

Ms. Farkas said that she had been serving as the Township’s representative to the Centre Coutny Tax Collection Committee since its creation in 2009. Finance Director Walter Cheatle serves as the alternate to the Centre County Tax Collection Committee.
Vice Chairman Hameister moved to appoint Township Manager Amy Farkas as representative and Finance Director Walter Cheatle as alternate to the Centre County Tax Collection Committee.  Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

H. MEETING SCHEDULE:

Ms. Farkas said the proposed 2011 meeting schedules adhere to the current format (primary meetings on 2nd Monday at 7:30 PM; secondary meetings on the 4th Wednesday at 4:00 PM). 

Regular Meetings

Work Sessions at 4:00 PM (as needed)  

January 3


January 26

February 14


February 23

March 14


March 23

April 11


April 27

May 9



May 25

June 13


June 22

July 11



July 27

August 8


August 24

September 12


September 28

October 10


October 26 

November 14


November 23

December 12


December 28

Supervisor Wilson moved to approve the meeting schedule as proposed.  Vice Chairman Hameister seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

I.       APPOINTMENT OF DELEGATE TO STATE CONVENTION:
Ms. Farkas said the annual PSATS Convention is scheduled for April 17th-19th at the Hershey Lodge and Convention Center. The Board needs to appoint a delegate to the Convention. Vice Chairman Hameister is the only Supervisor attending the conference in 2011. 
Supervisor Wilson moved to appoint Dennis Hameister as Harris Township’s delegate for 2011.  Chairman Wilson seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

J.       RESOLUTION 11-02: FEE SCHEDULE:

Ms. Farkas said the Board adopts a Fee Schedule each year that lists the amounts charged for various Township and other agency services. 

Supervisor Rittenhouse moved to adopt Resolution 11-02, setting the Fee Schedule for Harris Township.  Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously. 

MANAGERS REPORT:

Ms. Farkas said that she spoke with PennDOT today concerning their review of the Board’s request for speed, jake-break and passing zone studies on Route 45 West. PennDOT concluded that the current speed limit and passing zones were fine and that the grade was too steep for an engine brake retarder prohibition.  

Ms. Farkas said PennDOT mentioned that they will work with the State College Police Department to increase speed enforcement along Route 45 West this summer. 

Ms. Farkas informed PennDOT of the future development Hess Field Complex and the potential increase of traffic on that stretch of roadway. PennDOT did mention that they may be willing to consider installing dots on the road indicating that the driver must keep their distance and maintain a safe speed. 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS:
Supervisor Graham moved to approve voucher transmittal sheet No. 2010-12, in the amount of $291,653.97.  Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

COG COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Executive Committee: There was no report.
Human Resources Committee: There was no report.
Finance Committee: There was no report.

Public Service and Environmental Committee: Supervisor Hameister reported at its December meeting the Committee had its final look at the proposed Greenhouse Gas resolution. The item will be referred to the General Forum for discussion in January. 
Spring Creek Watershed Commission: There was no report.
Transportation and Land Use Committee/MPO: Supervisor Rittenhouse reported at its November meeting the Committee reviewed the final draft of the Economic Development Study. 
Public Safety Committee: Vice Chairman Warner reported at its last meeting the Committee discussed the new sprinkler system regulations.

Parks Capital Committee: Vice Chairman Warner reported the Committee received a presentation regarding the master site plan for Hess Field. 
Boalsburg Heritage Museum:  Supervisor Graham reported that the museum held its annual reorganizational meeting. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Chairman Warner announced the Board would hold an executive session to discuss a legal matter. 

ADJOURNMENT:

Supervisor Wilson moved to adjourn the meeting.  Vice Chairman Hameister seconded the motion.  Chairman Warned called the meeting adjourned at 6:00 PM.  

Respectfully Submi1tted, 

Amy Farkas

Township Secretary
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