HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Regular Meeting Minutes

February 14, 2011

Board Members in Attendance:
Nigel Wilson

Clifford Warner






Charles Graham






Dennis Hameister






Paul Rittenhouse 

Staff in Attendance:


Amy Farkas, Township Manager

Todd Shea, Zoning/Ordinance Enforcement Officer 






Courtney Pelchar, Administrative Secretary






D.J. Liggett, CRPA Senior Planner

Public in Attendance:

John Kormanic, Harpster Estate 






Joan Kormanic, Harpster Estate






James Harpster, Harpster Estate






Cathy Harpster, Harpster Estate






Fred Henry, Henry Surveys






Katie Ombalski, ClearWater Conversancy 






Jeff Musser, Boalsburg Fire Company






Greg Alters, Boalsburg Fire Company






Robert Gordon, Boalsburg Fire Company






Marlin Neff, Boalsburg Fire Company






Randy Weaver, Boalsburg Fire Company






Jim Steff, COG Executive Director

CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Wilson called the February 14, 2011 Regular Meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors to order at 7:00 PM, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Vice Chairman Hameister moved to approve the minutes of the January 3, 2011 public hearing, the January 3, 2011 regular meeting and the January 26, 2011 meeting.  Supervisor Rittenhouse seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

CITIZEN COMMENTS:

There were none.

TOWNSHIP BUSINESS:

A. INTRODUCTION OF THE 2011 BOALSBURG FIRE COMPANY OFFICERS:
Chairman Warner noted that Boalsburg Fire Company Chief Marlin Neff was present to introduce the 2011 Officers.  

Chief Neff announced the positions held by each member of the 2011 Boalsburg Fire Company:

Marlin Neff - Chief 

Jeff Musser - 1st Assistant Chief 

Cary Asendorf - 2nd Assistant Chief 

Robert Gordon - 3rd Assistant Chief 
Randy Weaver - 4th Assistant Chief  
Dennis Johnson - Fire Police Captain

Clay Philips - Safety Officer 340 

Greg Alters - President 

Chris Dry - Vice President 

Deb Waltz - Treasurer

Mike Waltz - Secretary  

Supervisor Rittenhouse extended his personal thanks to the Boalsburg Fire Company volunteers for their service. 

B. APPOINTMENT OF FIRE POLICE OFFICERS:
Ms. Farkas said that Mr. Neff has requested that the entire membership of the Boalsburg Fire Company be appointed as fire police officers in accordance with the Pennsylvania Special Fire Police Act, which requires fire police to be confirmed by the Board of Supervisors. 

Vice Chairman Hameister moved to appoint the membership of the Boalsburg Fire Company as special fire police for Harris Township pursuant to the Pennsylvania Special Fire Police Act until such time as service is ended.  Chairman Warner seconded the motion. It was approved unanimously.  

C. APPROVAL OF LANDOWNERS AGREEMENT WITH THE PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIROMENTAL PROTECTION FOR THE SHARER ROAD PROJECT: 

Ms. Farkas said that as part of the Sharer Road stream and road restoration project, the Township must sign a landowner’s agreement with the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP). The agreement is necessary because the project will be receiving Growning Greener funds. The agreement states that the Township, as landowner of Sharer Road, agrees to perform routine maintenance to the road. She said the agreement has been reviewed by Township Engineer Don Franson, who did not have any objections to it. 

Vice Chairman Hameister moved to approve the Landowner-Grantee agreement with the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection for the Sharer Road project. Supervisor Rittenhouse seconded the motion. It was approved unanimously.

D. SATALIA MINOR SUBDIVISION PLAN: 
 

Mr. Shea said that on January 7th, Henry Surveys/Mease Associates submitted a minor subdivision plan for the Belle Avenue property owned by Ed and Patty Satalia. The property listed under one tax parcel number by the county, but was actually comprised of three parcels. The Satalias propose to resubdivide into two lots, one containing the existing house and the other a vacant lot to be built upon. 

Mr. Shea said that Staff has conducted two reviews of the plan and all outstanding issues have been addressed. 

Supervisor Graham moved to approve the 

Satalia Minor Subdivision Plan. Supervisor Rittenhouse seconded the motion. It was approved unanimously.

E. REQUEST TO REVISIT ORDINANCE NO. 277 – RIDGE OVERLAY ORDINANCE: 
 

Mr. Shea said that in recent months that he’d been working with a prospective buyer of a property that is situated in the Forest Zoning District. The buyer, in trying to decide if the property was one he wanted to purchase, was gathering as much information as possible and contacted Staff for Township-related information. 

Mr. Shea said that Staff indicated that the property might be subject to the Ridge Overlay District (ROD) regulations due to the zoning district. The buyer said that he has no intention of subdividing the property; his intent was to build a house on the lot away from other houses. Staff agreed to investigate the ROD and discovered that the wording actually requires the property owner of a lot that contains slopes of 15 percent or more and/or soils that are considered colluvial in nature to have to adhere to the entire set of regulations if a single house is proposed in addition to when a subdivision or land development plan is proposed. 

Mr. Shea said that the property owner has requested that the Board consider revisiting the ROD to discuss whether the regulations should apply to a person building a single family dwelling unit or if they should only apply to subdivisions. 

Supervisor Rittenhouse noted the difficultly of providing sewage services to such a property and asked if a perc test had been conducted on the property. Mr. Shea said that he was unaware if tests had been conducted but before building anything the buyer would have to meet with the Township Sewage Enforcement Officer to determine if there were appropriate locations to put an on-lot septic system. 

Supervisor Rittenhouse said that with that amount of acreage it should be simple to find a place to put one residential home. Mr. Shea said the subject property, based on the maps provided by Centre Regional Planning Agency, appears to have about three developable sections according to the standards. It is not clear if any of the three sections are accessible without disturbing either 15 percent slopes or colluvial soils. It appears with the information that we have it seems that they would have to fulfill all of the requirements of the ordinance. 

Supervisor Graham said that he didn’t believe that the Board ever wanted to prevent someone from building a single family residence in the ROD. Supervisor Hameister disagreed and said he couldn’t see a difference between the damage a single family residence would cause and that of a subdivision. 

Mr. Shea said this discussion has to do with the content of the ordinance and was inspired by, but not specifically related to, this property. Any change would affect about 60 properties within the ROD.
Mr. Shea said if the wording of the regulation were to change that there would be a certain amount of education that the Township would do when a single residence was proposed. The Township would ask the property owner to review the regulations for a subdivision to understand some of the issues involved with development in the ROD. Many of the same items would need to be investigated and labeled but not to the same extent as with a subdivision. 

The Board agreed to refer Ordinance 277 to the Planning Commission for review and recommendation and suggested that the buyer or a representative should consider attending the Planning Commission meeting at which this topic will be on the agenda.  

Supervisor Graham moved to refer Ordinance 277 to the Planning Commission for review and recommendation. Vice Chairman Hameister seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

  

F. JOHN HESS SOFTBALL FIELD COMPLEX MASTER SITE PLAN:
Ms. Farkas said at the January 24th General Forum meeting, the master site plan for the John Hess Softball Field Complex was forwarded to the municipalities for comment. 

Supervisor Graham said that he was in favor of the proposal to develop three adult fields instead of four youth fields. For future development it would be more feasible to convert those three fields into four youth fields. He would like to explore the possibility of obtaining additional acreage to develop a fourth field. The proposal of three fields is less invasive to the land, more attractive financially, and the adult fields have the capability to be used by the youth leagues. 

Supervisor Rittenhouse said that he was concerned about the ingress and egress across from the former Hess Lane and Misty Hill Drive and the possible effect on the roadway infrastructure. He suggested working with Mr. Meyers to acquire additional right-of-way. Ms. Farkas said his suggestion has been shared with the COG. A sketch showing the two roads being aligned has been prepared by the consultant.
The Board concluded that they were in agreement with the suggestions proposed by Supervisor Rittenhouse and Supervisor Graham and asked that Ms. Farkas forward their comments on to the COG Executive Director. 

G. OAK HALL REGIONAL PARKLANDS MASTER SITE PLAN AMENDMENT:
Ms. Farkas said at the January 24th General Forum meeting, the Oak Hall Regional Parklands Master Site Plan Amendment was referred to the municipalities for comment. The amendment proposes to increase the number of fields from three to four. 

The Board indicated they were in favor of adding a fourth field to Oak Hall. They did not offer any further comments.
H. REGIONAL PARKS DEVELOPMENT TIMELINE:
Ms. Farkas said at the January 24th General Forum meeting, the proposed regional parks development timeline was referred to the municipalities for comment. 

Mr. Steff said that the other COG member municipalities are in favor of the Oak Hall Regional Parklands fourth field option but have expressed some concern about the timing and funding of that expansion. They’d like to wait until the funds are available at a future phase but that it should be shown in the master site plan so as not to lose sight of it. 

The Board discussed the cost of staging three fields and re-contracting for the fourth field. Supervisor Rittenhouse said that in construction it would be more efficient to anticipate the future phases but if the money isn’t available how can we plan ahead. He said it would be nice to have income coming in from the three developed fields to support some of these options. 

The Board said that they’d like to have the Oak Hall Regional Parklands pushed back in the regional parks development timeline and John Hess Softball Field Complex moved up. The Board was concerned that the timeline for development on Hess Field would affect the softball season and tournament play and possibly translate into a loss of revenue. 

Supervisor Graham said there aren’t many baseball fields in the area and before we begin to pursue the development of a fourth softball field at Oak Hall Park he would like to see a proposal for a baseball field at Whitehall Road Park. 

Ms. Farkas said that she would forward the Board's comments to the COG. 

I. CENTRE REGION ENERY EFFICIENCY MODEL RESOLUTION:
Ms. Farkas said at the January 24th General Forum meeting, the Centre Region Energy Efficiency Model Resolution was forwarded to the municipalities for implementation as each municipality deems appropriate. The draft model resolution is intended to demonstrate common sense, reasonable and achievable action items that the municipalities can take toward improving energy efficiency in the Centre Region. The draft model resolution was circulated to the municipal managers and agency directors for feedback and suggestions. The draft model resolution has been incorporated into the final section of the report that was submitted to DEP. Annual status reports will need to be submitted to DEP regarding this project. 

Vice Chairman Hameister said that after reviewing the draft model resolution he would suggest:
1. Adding items from the resolution to the Township capital plan 

2. Using the resolution as a review tool for future planning

3. Having developers review the resolution to understand the expectations and suggestions that the Township has regarding energy efficiency 

4. That a Township building energy audit be conducted

5. That items in the resolution be considered more seriously two or three years down the road

The Board agreed that the best way to proceed would be to rate each item in the resolution. The Board could then consider how to proceed with the highest priority items at their next meeting.
Supervisor Rittenhouse said that he would like the Township to take a look at gas line growth with the new Marcellus Shale developments and potential costs/benefits for the future. Ms. Farkas said she would invite John Ferguson from Columbia Gas to a future meeting.
J. APPOINTMENTS TO CENTRE REGION CODE BUILDING AND HOUSING BOARD OF APPEALS:
Ms. Farkas said at the January 24th General Forum meeting, the following were recommended for appointments to the Code Building and Housing Board of Appeals for a three year term commencing February 15, 2011: Plumbing and Mechanical Boards: Moses D. F. Ling, P.E., R.A. Leed AP; Electrical Board: Richard S. Harris, P.E. and Kirk Lauer, electrical contractor; Property Maintenance Board: Lisa Ann Semion; Property Maintenance Board (re-appointment): Nicole Woodring.

Supervisor Rittenhouse said that he was uncomfortable appointing individuals of whom he has no background information on. He requested that the Board be presented with more information about potential appointees and be given time to review the information before making a decision.  

Mr. Steff said that the recommendations before the Board come from the Centre Region

Code Agency and have been reviewed by the Public Safety Committee. After this process they are then passed on to each municipality for approval. Because of the caliber of the Code Office there are very few appeals and this is not a particularly active board. 

Ms. Farkas said that she would communicate Supervisor Rittenhouse’s concern about appointees to the code office.  

Vice Chairman Hameister moved to appoint the individuals listed above to the Centre Region Code Building and Housing Board of Appeals for a three year term commencing February 15, 2011. Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously. 

MANAGERS REPORT:

Ms. Farkas said the comments from the riparian buffer open houses have been compiled and sent to the Committee for further review. The Planning Commission will likely discuss the draft ordinance at their February meeting

Supervisor Graham said that the Board should revisit the snow emergency ordinance, as the regulations need to be clarified. Ms. Farkas said that the ordinance is clear as to where parking is prohibited in a snow emergency and that perhaps the Board should take a look at it next winter. 

Supervisor Graham asked for an update on the Comcast cable franchise agreement. Ms. Farkas said that work is being conducted to review the cable franchise and to address some issues with customer service. Supervisor Graham said that he’s been made aware that Comcast regularly does not show up for appointments.

Supervisor Graham asked if Ms. Farkas would research and present the Board with information regarding the elimination of cell phone towers and tower replacements including franchise fees associated with electric/telephone pole attachments. Ms. Farkas said she thought this work was already being done as part of the model right of way ordinance that is being drafted by the Centre Area Cable Consortium.
APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS:

Vice Chairman Hameister moved to approve voucher transmittal sheet No. 2011-1, in the amount of $193,601.13.  Supervisor Rittenhouse seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

COG COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Executive Committee: There was no report. The 
Human Resources Committee:  Supervisor Wilson reported at the January reorganizational meeting the committee briefly reviewed the COG Articles of Agreement, established a Grievance Resolution Committee and discussed the Employee Grievance Policy and the Sexual Harassment Policy. 
Finance Committee: Supervisor Graham reported at the February 14th meeting the committee discussed the Library budget formula, the Capitol Budget and the Fixed Asset Policy. Jim Steff, COG executive Director, solicited guidance by which the COG would work with Concord Public Finance regarding the borrowing for the regional parks projects. 

Public Service and Environmental Committee: There was no report.
Spring Creek Watershed Commission: There was no report.
Transportation and Land Use Committee/MPO: Supervisor Rittenhouse reported that at its last meeting the Transportation and Land Use Committee set their 2011 Work Plan items. The committee also discussed the 2011 Comprehensive Plan Update, the CATA Service Planning Process for 2011-12 and the Halfmoon/Patton Land Area Plan Traffic Analysis. 

Supervisors Rittenhouse said that the committee also noted poor attendance by residents to planning meetings. The committee fears that the entire community’s views are not properly represented in these meetings. 

Public Safety Committee: There was no report.
Parks Capital Committee: There was no report. 
Ad Hoc Open Space Committee: Supervisor Hameister asked for a report from Ms. Farkas concerning the Ad Hoc Open Space Committee’s activities. Ms. Farkas reported at its last meeting the Open Space Committee discussed setting minimum criteria for land to be considered for preservation. The committee also discussed criteria for ranking land for trails. An invitation has been extended to the Pennsylvania Land Trust Association to have a representative come to the March meeting to continue the discussion. The committee is in the process of identifying resident champions to participate in Township open space efforts. 

Boalsburg Heritage Museum:  There was no report.

ADJOURNMENT:

Chairman Warner adjourned the meeting at 9:00 PM.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Amy Farkas

Township Secretary
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