HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Regular Meeting Minutes

April 11, 2011

Board Members in Attendance:
Nigel Wilson

Clifford Warner






Dennis Hameister






Paul Rittenhouse

Staff in Attendance:


Amy Farkas, Township Manager

Todd Shea, Zoning/Ordinance Enforcement Officer 






Courtney Pelchar, Administrative Secretary






D.J. Liggett, CRPA Senior Planner

Public in Attendance:

J. Garry McShea, Riparian Buffer Committee  






Dotty Delafield, Township Rep. to Schlow Library






Cathi Alloway, Schlow Library Director






Roy Hammerstedt, Resident






James Serene, Centre Region Bicycle Coalition






John Sepp, PennTerra 






Rob Shannon, Riparian Buffer Committee  






Katie Ombalski, Riparian Buffer Committee  






Vivian O’Connell, Resident






Kathy Benedict, Resident






Michael T. Harper, Resident






Phill Becker, Resident






Deepu Bhattarai, Resident 






Nellie Bhattarai, Resident






Ojal Bhattarai, Resident






Alpa Bhattarai, Resident






John Tait, Resident    

CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Warner called the April 11, 2011 Regular Meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors to order at 8:30 PM. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Vice Chairman Hameister moved to approve the minutes of the March 14, 2011 meeting.  Supervisor Rittenhouse seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

CITIZEN COMMENTS:

There were none. 
TOWNSHIP BUSINESS:

A. SCHLOW CENTRE REGION LIBRARY UPDATE:
Cathi Alloway, Schlow Centre Region Library Director, presented an update on the library's activities. A comprehensive review of Schlow’s performance was conducted using the latest available public data from 2008. Schlow’s performance was measured against fourteen peer libraries, similar in population and operating expenditures, across the country. She said the library performed above-average in most categories such as financials and use. Schlow is a heavily used library and considering that the budget is relatively low, this indicates a cost effective and highly productive operation. 

Vice Chairman Hameister asked about the effect of state cuts on library funding. Ms. Alloway said the state is proposing a one percent cut in funding which Schlow hopes to make up with local fundraising efforts. In comparison to other Pennsylvania libraries, Schlow is well funded on the local level and that is due to the on-going support of the COG member municipalities. 

B. RESOLUTION 11-05: DESIGNATING MAY 2011 AS BICYCLE AWARENESS MONTH:
Ms. Farkas said the Centre Region Bicycle Coalition has asked the Board to consider designating May as Bicycle Awareness Month. 

Vice Chairman Hameister moved to approve Resolution 11-05, designating May as Bicycle Awareness Month. Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion. It was approved unanimously.
C. THE GATES PRELIMINARY LAND DEVELOPMENT PLAN:
Mr. Shea said on September 21, 2010, PennTerra Engineering, on behalf of the KBBH Partnership, submitted this preliminary land development plan that proposes a 130-unit duplex development on about 36 acres just east of the Country Place development. Public water and sewer are proposed, and the street system will actually be a private driveway as a condominium is proposed. Parkland for the proposal was previously negotiated with the Aikens Master Plan and involves two adjacent parcels, one of which contains a pond. The parkland will be dedicated with final plan approval. 

Mr. Shea said two waiver requests have been submitted: Chapter 11, Article III, Section 1 deals with plan scale; Chapter 13, Section 304.C deals with recharge volumes of the detention basin.  

Vice Chairman Hameister asked for more information concerning the waiver request for Chapter 13, Section 304.C. Mr. Sepp said that the waiver was for recharge requirements due to an unusually high water table. In lieu of recharge, Mr. Sepp said they are proposing to provide extended detention for the first 1” of runoff from impervious areas. The extended detention runoff will be filtered through an amended soil prior to being collected by an underdrain. In his review letter the Township Engineer stated based on the information provided and the proposed mitigation that he had no objections to the waiver request.

Supervisor Hameister asked if the proposed location and acreage for parkland is in line with our parks requirement. Mr. Sepp said that the proposal is compliant and was approved by the Township with the Aikens Master Plan. 

Supervisor Hameister asked what determined the need for four, 10” by 18” parking stalls, on the cul-de-sac. Mr. Sepp said a previous plan showed a number of perpendicular parking stalls but instead developers decided to widen the streets to provide on-street parking. There was not enough room in the cul-de-sac to house on street parking and therefore the four stalls remain. The plan proposes garages and driveways so the stalls provide for overflow parking. 
Supervisor Hameister asked who would enforce the parking regulation within the development. Mr. Shea said the street system will actually be a private drive and enforcement will not be up to the Township. 
Supervisor Wilson moved to approve the waiver of Chapter 11, Article III, Section 1 and Chapter 13, Section 304.C; and to approve the Gates Preliminary Land Development Plan contingent upon satisfactory completion of all review comments from the Zoning Officer, dated April 4, 2011; the Township Engineer, dated April 5, 2011; and the Planning Director, dated March 29, 2011. Supervisor Rittenhouse seconded the motion. It was approved unanimously.
D. PROPOSED ORDINANCE 292: RIPARIAN BUFFER REGULATIONS:
Ms. Farkas said that Proposed Ordinance 292 creates riparian buffer regulations. The regulations apply to all subdivisions and land developments that contain an intermittent stream or perennial stream or jurisdictional wetlands. The regulations will become a part of the subdivision ordinance. 
Vice Chairman Hameister moved to approve Ordinance 292, establishing riparian buffer regulations. Chairman Warner seconded the motion. The motion passed 3-1, with Supervisor Rittenhouse voting against it. 

E. KEEPING CHICKENS IN RESIDENTIAL AREAS:
Ms. Farkas said last month, the Board heard a request from a resident who wants to keep chickens on her property. Chickens are presently only allowed on lots that are 10 acres or larger. 

A resident of Country Place said that her family is interested in housing chickens on their property to promote an understanding between people and what they eat. They would like to do it legally and responsibility. Currently there are people on Homestead Lane that have chicken coups illegally and according to a comment at last month’s meeting, the Township has been turning blind eye to the situation. Ms. Shea said that wasn’t true and that he has sent many letters informing residents of the Township’s regulation regarding keeping chickens. 

Chairman Warner asked if the wild chickens are a problem. Ms. Farkas said that the Township has received many complaints about wild chickens. She noted that there seems to be more complaints after the chickens move and take up residence in a new section of the Township. 

Michael T. Harper, resident, said that he was in favor of allowing chickens on properties that are less than 10 acres. A few of the benefits of raising chickens are education concerning food and the cycle of life, increased personal responsibility, health, and a clean environment. The benefits of having this type of animal activity in residential areas far outweigh the negatives. 

Mr. Becker said that he would like the opportunity to raise his own food in a humane way. His concerns with commercial farming have led him to seek local alternatives. He would like the Board to consider humane regulations that would address coup size and aspects of chicken safety.  

Supervisor Hameister said that in his review of the subject that he is in favor of the Patton Township chicken model. Their ordinance seems to clearly address issues of coup size and animal safety. Supervisor Wilson said that Patton Township requires a half acre lot size and that wouldn’t work for the smaller standard lots in Harris Township. He said that if we are going to restrict it to a half acre then it would be pointless. 

Ms. Farkas said that she would suggest that roosters not be allowed. 

The Board concluded that they were in favor of referring the topic of keeping chickens in residential areas to the Planning Commission for review and recommendation.

Vice Chairman Hameister moved to refer keeping chickens in residential areas to the Planning Commission for review and recommendation. Chairman Warner seconded the motion. It was approved unanimously.

F. 2011 FORD SUPER DUTY F-550 PURCHASE:
Ms. Farkas said that Truck 2, the only F-350 in the Township’s fleet, has reached the end of its useful life. Staff proposes replacing it with a 2011 Ford F-550. Money to replace this truck has been included in the equipment replacement budget for the last two years. Truck 2 will be sold to the highest bidder. The proceeds from the sale will be deposited back into the equipment replacement fund. Quotes for the cab and chassis and the body have been solicited from several Costars vendors. 

Supervisor Wilson moved to approve the purchase of 2011 Ford Super Duty F-550 DRW from Hondru Ford, Manheim, PA in the amount of $40,548.24 and the body from Bradco Supply, Towanda, PA in the amount of $36,000.41. Chairman Warner seconded the motion. It was approved unanimously.

G. RESOLUTION 11-06: ADOPTING WRITTEN PROCEDURES FOR THE PROCUREMENT OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES RELATED TO THE 
TOWNSHIP'S PENSION PLAN:
Ms. Farkas said Act 44 was passed by the state legislature in 2009. The Act amended Act 205, the Municipal Pension Plan Funding Standard and Recovery Act, to require municipal pension programs to adopt a policy for the procurement of professional services related to the Township’s pension plan. Resolution 11:06 establishes such a policy for Harris Township.

Vice Chairman Hameister moved to approve Resolution 11-06, adopting written procedures for the procurement of professional services related to the Township’s pension plan. Chairman Warner seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  
H. RESOLUTION 11-07: APPROVING THE SUBMISSION OF A GRANT TO DCNR TO FUND PLAYGROUND AND ADA UPGRADES TO FASICK PARK:
Ms. Farkas said the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee intends to apply for a small communities grant through the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR) to fund the purchase of a piece of playground equipment for Fasick Park and to made ADA upgrades, including the installation of a handicap accessible parking space and a path from the parking area to the playground. The Township previously applied for a grant for this project in 2009, but was turned due to the lack of available funds. 

Ms. Farkas said that the total project cost will not exceed $60,000, with the grant funding $40,000 of that. The Township will use a portion of the $112,000 fee-in-lieu funds from the Elksview project as its match.

Vice Chairman Hameister moved to approve Resolution 11-07, authorizing the submission of a grant to DCNR to fund Playground and ADA Upgrades at Fasick Park. Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously. 
I. GREENHOUSE GAS RESOLUTION:
Ms. Farkas said at last month’s meeting, the Board asked Staff to number the bulleted items in the resolution by ranked order. Staff was also asked to note by each item the initiatives that were already being done in the Township including an energy audit on Township facilities to be conducted by SEDA-COG.

Supervisor Rittenhouse asked if the Board could invite John Ferguson to the next meeting to discuss the natural gas options for the Township. The Board agreed to extend an invitation to Mr. Ferguson to attend the Board’s May meeting. 

J. REQUESTS TO USE THE BOALSBURG FIRE POLICE:
Ms. Farkas said the following requests to use the Boalsburg Fire Police have been received: 

1. For the Centre County Firefights Combat Challenge 1st Annual 5k Run/Walk on April 16th from 7:00 AM to 10:30 AM. 

2. For the Juniata Valley Council Boy Scouts Camporee on April 29th from 4:00 PM to 10:00 PM. 

3. For the Linden Loop on May 1st from 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM. 

Vice Chairman Hameister moved to approve the use of the Boalsburg Fire Police as listed above. Supervisor Rittenhouse seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously. 
MANAGERS REPORT:

Ms. Farkas reported that work on the Boalsburg Streetscape project has resumed.  Residents should be aware that the intersection of Boal Avenue and Church Street will be closed for light rewiring on April 22nd during the day. Work is expected to be complete by the middle of May.   

Supervisor Wilson asked that Staff contact PennDOT concerning the traffic signal ont Route 45 East at the Route 322 off ramp. The light seems to be tripped by just one car. Ms. Farkas agreed to contact PennDOT about the timing issues. 

Ms. Farkas reported that the Township has been contacted by a gun rights activist who has asked that we amend our parks ordinance to remove the prohibition on carrying guns. Federal and state law permits guns on municipally-owned property, including parks. The regional managers have discussed this request and are in agreement that the regulation should be changed regionally. The State College Borough Council has decided not to amend their parks regulations and has instead passed a resolution seeking a change in state law. Ferguson Township changed their regulation, but also supported the resolution. 

Supervisor Wilson said that he was not in favor of changing our ordinance and favored changing the state law. Ms. Farkas said she would draft ordinance amendment language and a copy of the proposed resolution for the Board to review at next month’s meeting. 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS:

Vice Chairman Hameister moved to approve voucher transmittal sheet No. 2011-3 in the amount of $31,049.11.  Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

COG COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Executive Committee: Chairman Warner reported that all items discussed by the Executive Committee were considered at the General Forum meeting. 

Human Resources Committee:  There was no report.
Finance Committee: Supervisor Rittenhouse reported the committee reviewed the proposed funding project for the Regional Parks Program. The committee also reviewed a report on the 2011-2012 CATA Budget. The Township share will increase 5.46 percent and will see a 5 percent reduction in service due to a reduction in state funding. CATA is looking at a pilot advertising program to cover a portion of the budget cuts. 

Public Service and Environmental Committee: Vice Chairman Hameister reported that the committee viewed a webinar highlighting the Water Resource Monitoring Project. 
Spring Creek Watershed Commission: Vice Chairman Hameister reported that the Commission participated in a meeting on the Spring Creek Canyon. 
Transportation and Land Use Committee/MPO: Supervisor Rittenhouse reported that the next meeting would include a presentation by BPB Associates on the Centre Region Economic Development Study. Ms. Farkas said that the managers reviewed the study with the consultants and made some recommendations towards a more actionable plan. 

Public Safety Committee: There was no report. 
Parks Capital Committee: There was no report. 
Boalsburg Heritage Museum:  There was no report.

ADJOURNMENT:

Chairman Warner adjourned the meeting at 9:32 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Amy Farkas

Township Secretary
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