



HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Regular Meeting Minutes

May 11, 2009

Board Members in Attendance:
Charles Graham






Dennis Hameister






Cliff Warner





Nigel Wilson






Christopher Lee
Staff in Attendance:


Amy Farkas, Township Manager
Public in Attendance:

Jim Eckert, Senator Corman’s office





Brenda Hameister, Linden Hall






Doug Salada, Troop 380






Stephanie Khuns, CDT






Len and Nancy Rockey, Linden Hall






Dennis Bender





Denny and Beth Ricker, Linden Hall





Jeanne Lumadue, Aspen Heights






Peggy Bierly, Linden Hall






John Mandryk, Aspen Heights






Paul M. Rittenhouse, resident






Dianne Gregg, Linden Hall






Rick and Liz Ball, Linden Hall 
CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Graham called the Harris Township Board of Supervisors May 11, 2009 meeting to order at 7:30 PM.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Supervisor Hameister moved to approve the minutes of the April 13, 2009 public hearing, April 13, 2009 meeting and April 27, 2009 special meeting.  Supervisor Lee seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  
CITIZEN COMMENTS:

John Mandryk, Aspen Heights Homeowners Association president, shared some observations on the rural clustering ordinance.  He cited correspondence between him and the Township Manager which clarified some issues that residents had with recent discussions on the matter.  In response to his question by including workforce housing on the tract, if the developer is getting a density bonus or just a reduction in open space, Ms. Farkas said the developer is getting a reduction in open space which translates into more room for the allowable density.  He said at the last Board meeting, it was discussed that perhaps the original increase in density was not enough to subsidize the cost of the workforce housing.  He asked for clarification on whether the Board will actually consider the option of increasing density again and if this matter is up for discussion at this time.  Ms. Farkas said the discussion is not currently on the table.  She said the Township is working on the workforce housing policy and procedures manual which will be reviewed at the next Planning Commission meeting.  Chairman Graham said the developer of the Rockey Farm has not submitted a plan and probably won’t until about September.  Vice Chairman Wilson agreed and stated that he will only consider working on the workforce housing policy and procedures manual and does not desire to make any amendments to the ordinance. 
Dennis Bender, a resident of Potter Township on Brush Valley Road, said Glenn O. Hawbaker has been widening the road but that work stops at the Township line.  He questioned why the widening didn’t continue through Harris Township.  Supervisor Hameister said PennDOT approached the Township about a year ago with a proposal to widen the road.  He reported that Harris Township discouraged them from completing the project, but Potter Township did not have any objections.  Supervisor Hameister noted that safety concerns about speed and the close proximity of many homes to the road is why the Township did not want to widen the road.  Mr. Bender’s concern was due to the fact that he daily rides his bike on that road and is uncomfortable with how narrow it is in Harris Township.  Vice Chairman Wilson noted that because the road is narrow the driver is more cautious when going around the bend.  Ms. Farkas said Mr. Bender could obtain more information from PennDOT.  
Jeanne Lumadue, Aspen Heights resident, made note of three concerns the residents of Aspen Heights share.  She asked that the Board consider these concerns when plans are submitted for the Rockey Farm development.  First, is the buffer of 100 feet between the development and the Kaywood and Aspen Heights communities with attractive plantings.  Second, is the transition of lot sizes and third, a mechanism to control or diminish traffic through the neighboring developments.     
TOWNSHIP BUSINESS:

A. MACKEY RUN BRIDGE DISCUSSION

Ms. Farkas said following the meeting on site with Jim Eckert from Senator Corman’s office and Representative Benninghoff to discuss the issues related to the Mackey Run bridge project, the Township was presented with two alternate options for the project.  

The first option involves the turnback of both the bridge and Rock Hill Road.  According to PennDOT, if the Township were to accept a turnback, a design exception could be applied for.  This design exception would allow for the construction of a 22 foot structure (2, 9 foot travel lanes and 2, 2 foot gravel shoulders).  The terms of the turnback are the same as what was presented to the Township in December 2008.  The Township would be given a cash settlement for both the road and the bridge and would be handed final design and permits for the bridge.  The Township would be responsible for bidding and constructing the new structure.  
Ms. Farkas said in option 2, PennDOT would retain ownership of the structure and the road.  The new bridge would be 24 feet (2, 10 foot travel lanes and 2, 2 foot gravel shoulders).  The structure would have two parapets, which will help to visually narrow the structure for motorists driving through the area.  PennDOT has expressed a desire to work with the Township and representatives from the Linden Hall Village Association to construct a bridge that is in keeping with the character of the village (i.e. one that has a stone look rather than a simple concrete structure).  

In addition, the length of work has also been shortened.  While the stream will be realigned, the alignment has been altered to lessen the impact on the Bierly property. PennDOT has expressed a desire to work directly with the Bierly family to minimize disruption to the property. 
Ms. Farkas said PennDOT has expressed a willingness to plant vegetation throughout the project area.  They have indicated a willingness to work with the Shade Tree Commission and representatives from the Linden Hall Village Association to select trees and shrubs that will enhance the area.  The trees will also help to visually narrow the area around the bridge. 

Ms. Farkas introduced Jim Eckert, from Senator Corman’s office.  Mr. Eckert demonstrated what the current outline is for the bridge design and how it differs from what was originally planned.  He said PennDOT is most willing to design a bridge to fit in with the area.  He said PennDOT is waiting to proceed with the project until final arrangements can be made with the Township and the Linden Hall Village Association. 
Mr. Eckert said the old bridge will be removed.  Supervisor Lee asked if the idea of a turnback would be in the best interest of the Township.  Ms. Farkas clarified that the proposal is the same as it was in December of 2008.  
A few residents shared concerns over the issue of widening the road.  It was stated that many of the homes along Rock Hill Road were built very close to the road.  They felt it would be dangerous for the residents to walk out their front door with the traffic being so close to the front of the properties.  
Ms. Farkas reported that when she spoke with representatives from PennDOT, they expressed an interest in working with a representative body composed of a few individuals who represent the Linden Hall Village Association and the Township to reach consensus on design and traffic calming issues.  
Supervisor Lee moved that Harris Township communicate to PennDOT that option 2 is acceptable contingent upon a guarantee that the roadway will remain at 18 feet and that PennDOT work with a committee on traffic calming items, as stated above.  Supervisor Warner seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

B. RESOLUTION 09-08: HOGAN MINOR SUBDIVISION PLANNING MODULE:
Ms. Farkas said PennTerra Engineering, Inc. has submitted a minor subdivision plan for the Hogan property, a 6.138 acre parcel of land located at the intersection of Shingletown Road and West Main Street.  The subdivision will result in two lots: one lot of 3.671 acres (Lot #3) and a second lot of 2.467 acres (lot #3E).  Lot #3 contains an existing house, barn, and outbuildings, and is served by public sewer.  The proposed lot #3E will be served by on-site sewer.  A Component 2 planning module has been submitted for review.  

She said CRPA staff and the Harris Township Sewage Enforcement Officer have reviewed the planning module and have identified no outstanding issues to be resolved.  The planning module is consistent with municipal zoning and subdivision ordinances.  The Harris Township Planning Commission considered the planning module at its February 17, 2009 meeting and concurred with staff.  The Commission recommends that the Board of Supervisors execute the Component 2 Planning Module and refer it to the Department of Environmental Protection for approval.  

Supervisor Warner moved to approve Resolution 09-08, the Hogan Lot 3E Planning Module, and refer it to the Department of Environmental Protection for approval.  Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  
C. 2009-2010 CATA BUDGET:
Ms. Farkas said at the April 27, 2009 General Forum meeting, the 2009-2010 CATA budget was referred to each municipality for review and comment.  She said that all comments are due back by May 19th to the Finance Committee.  She noted that Harris Township’s contribution will go up.  
Chairman Graham said the regional share in the CATA budget has changed and that is why the Township’s contributions will be higher, by 3 percent.  He said it is based on usage and mileage in the formula.  He pointed out that the Township’s representative to CATA should discuss finding a more equitable way to disperse the cost between the municipalities.  He said the regional share has not changed but Halfmoon Township joined the program and it changed some of the municipalities’ contributions and Harris Township’s went up as a result.  Chairman Graham pointed out that Tussey Mountain pays a share for funding CATA as they get a lot of service from them for visitors to the ski area.  
D. PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE COG FUNDING FORMULA:
Ms. Farkas said during the discussion related to funding the renewal of the Park Forest and Welch Pools, concern was expressed regarding the COG Funding Formula.  The main issue centered around the earned income tax (EIT) modifier that was added in 2001.  The Finance committee and the municipal managers were asked to study the issue and present any recommendations for changes to the COG Funding Formula by June 30, 2009.  
She said the managers held a retreat with the COG Finance Director and the COG Executive Director to discuss budgeting issues.  She said the issue is much broader than what it was originally thought to be.  She said several issues were identified at the retreat.  She said it was suggested to push the COG budget adoption date to September.
Members of the Board expressed concern over how college students are factored in to the proposed formula.  They noted a preference for using the broader “college student” term rather than limiting it by age group.  Ms. Farkas said she will send a comment back stating that the description of “college age students” should be changed to “college students”.  
E. REQUEST FROM THE PENNSYLVANIA MILITARY MUSEUM TO RESTRICT PARKING ON BOALSBURG PIKE DURING THE PEOPLES CHOICE FESTIVAL:
Ms. Farkas said the Pennsylvania Military Museum is requesting that the Township consider blocking the on-street parking along the Boalsburg Pike during the People’s Choice Arts Festival, July 9-12, 2009.  The museum operates a parking lot in the grassy field behind the museum, off of the Boalsburg Pike.  In years past, the museum blocked the parking without first seeking the permission of the Township.  

She said the museum claims that restricting the on-street parking promotes pedestrian safety for neighbors walking from the Hill area to the museum grounds.  Staff did not receive any complaints from pedestrians or neighbors last year when on-street parking was allowed.  From a safety standpoint, she said Staff does not feel there is a need to restrict parking on the Boalsburg Pike.  Supervisor Hameister said he agreed with the concerns of the Pennsylvania Military Museum, and felt it would be reasonable to meet their request. 
Supervisor Hameister moved to restrict on-street parking on the Boalsburg Pike from the bridge to West Harris Avenue during the People’s Choice Festival, July 9-12, 2009.  Supervisor Lee seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously. 

F. NO PARKING ON JACKS MILL DRIVE:
Ms. Farkas said the Township has repeatedly had trouble with people parking trailers and other vehicles along Jacks Mill Drive, near Huntingdon Park Apartments.  Staff has repeatedly contacted the State College Police Department to have these vehicles ticketed and removed.  The police are only able to ticket and remove vehicles that do not have a valid registration.  

Last week, she said staff observed a trailer parked along the street.  The trailer had clearly been there for a while, as several wheels had been removed and a wooden platform had been constructed in front of it.  State College Police investigated and found that the trailer was related to construction work at the Elksview project.  The police contacted the owner, who agreed to move to trailer closer to the construction site.  

She said while this issue was resolved, the other vehicles that are parked legally on the street still pose a problem for the Township.  In the winter, the maintenance crew has trouble plowing the road when these vehicles are parked there. 
Ms. Farkas said the issue has reached a point where Staff feels it may be time for the Township to consider enacting some type of no parking ordinance for Jacks Mill Drive.  Staff would recommend the Board consider enacting a “no parking 2:00 AM to 6:00 AM” ordinance on the street.  This would allow guests to park on the street during the day, but would prohibit people from leaving trailers and other vehicles on the street round the clock.  The idea has been mentioned to State College Police Chief Tom King, who concurs that parking restrictions would be helpful in curtailing the problem.  

Supervisor Hameister inquired where overnight guests would park their vehicles.  Ms. Farkas said she can contact Centre Estates and Huntingdon Park to determine if they have guest parking areas.  Chairman Graham also suggested calling in ahead of time and letting the police know if guests will be parking overnight.  In many cases he said the police won’t ticket them.  

Supervisor Lee moved to direct Staff to prepare an ordinance for discussion at the June meeting, establishing a no parking area along Jacks Mill Drive between 2:00 and 6:00 AM with the exception that residents can request guest parking from the State College Borough Police Department.  Vice Chairman Wilson seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously. 
G. MACHINERY CROSSING SIGN REQUEST:
Ms. Farkas said Arlene Lingle, the owner of the Lingle Farm in Linden Hall, called recently to discuss safety issues related to machinery from the farm entering Linden Hall Road near the Moon Hill Lane.  She is concerned that cars may not be aware that farm machinery uses Linden Hall Road, thereby creating a potential safety issue.  As Linden Hall Road is a state road, she contacted PennDOT to inquire about having “Machinery Crossing” signs placed along the road.  PennDOT advised her that she needed to make a request to the Township, who then had to make a request to PennDOT.  If it is approved, PennDOT will issue a permit to the Township for the signage.  The Township is responsible for purchasing, installing and maintaining the signage.  
Supervisor Hameister moved to direct Staff to send a letter to PennDOT, requesting the placement of “Machinery Crossing” signage on Linden Hall Road, near Moon Hill Lane.  Vice Chairman Wilson seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  
H. REQUEST TO USE BOALSBURG FIRE POLICE:
Ms. Farkas said Centre Hall Borough has submitted a request to use the Boalsburg Fire Police for traffic control during the Centre Hall Fireman’s Parade on June 6, 2009 at 4:00 PM.  

Pursuant to an earlier request by Chairman Graham, staff asked the Township Solicitor two years ago about the possibility of doing blanket approvals so that the Board does not have to continue to do an approval for each and every event.  He said that it is acceptable for the Township to provide a blanket approval for the use of the fire police by a certain fire company.  
Supervisor Warner moved to approve the use of the Boalsburg Fire Police for traffic control at events as requested by the Centre Hall Fire Company for the remainder of 2009.  Vice Chairman Wilson seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  
I. C-NET REQUEST FOR SPONSORSHIP:
Ms. Farkas said the State College Elks Club will be holding a Flag Day program on June 14th beginning at 6:00 PM.  They are requesting sponsorship from the Township so the program can be shown on C-Net.  

Ms. Farkas said C-Net Executive Director Cindy Hahn contacted Staff recently to discuss filming the Memorial Day celebration.  In past years, C-Net has produced a special program just on the events of Memorial Day.  This year, C-Net is producing an hour long program on the activities of the Boalsburg 200th, which will include footage from Memorial Day weekend.  Ms. Hahn would like to know if the Board wants separate coverage of Memorial Day or if the Boalsburg 200th program is enough.  If we wish to have separate coverage, we will need to sponsor that program.  
Ms. Hahn contacted Ms. Farkas and reported that they have been covering events since October for the Boalsburg 200th Anniversary and while there will be a few clips about Memorial Day it will only be a small portion of the program.  She pointed out that it is unlikely Harris Township’s contributions will increase during 2009 or 2010 and therefore with a separate Memorial Day program it should not affect the cost for the Township’s dues to C-Net.  
Supervisor Lee moved to approve the sponsorship of the Elks Club’s Flag Day program on C-Net, and to approve the sponsorship of the Memorial Day program on C-Net.  Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  
MANAGER’S REPORT:

Ms. Farkas said the Township is working with College Township and State College Borough to plant trees along the Warner Boulevard/South Atherton Street corner.  
In her report Ms. Farkas said the State College Area School Board recently voted to close the Boalsburg Elementary School.  She suggested that the Board consider how to proceed with this information.  Supervisor Hameister expressed an interest in seeing more thought devoted to considering a new public works facility.  Supervisor Lee recommended that the property remain in some type of community use.  
APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS:

Supervisor Hameister moved to approve voucher transmittal sheet No. 2009-4, in the amount of $249,831.50.  Supervisor Lee seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously. 
COG COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Executive Committee:

Chairman Graham said they did not meet this month.  
Human Resources Committee:

Vice Chairman Wilson said they discussed possible adjustments to the COG pay plan. 
Finance Committee:

Chairman Graham said the Finance Committee delayed its meeting to wait for budget data.  
Public Services and Environmental Committee:

Supervisor Hameister said Halfmoon Township expressed interest in joining the refuse and recycling program.  
Spring Creek Watershed Commission:

Supervisor Hameister said they discussed geo thermal well regulations.  
Transportation and Land Use Committee/MPO:

Supervisor Lee said the Transportation and Land use Committee was discussed at the COG General Forum.  He said the MPO discussed the unified work program for staff including coordinating services provided by CATA.  He said they endorsed an earmark submission from the Centre County Commissioners for the Route 322 safety project. 
Public Safety Committee:

Supervisor Warner said a report was presented at the General Forum. 
Parks Capital Committee:

Supervisor Warner said a RFP was advertised for park designers for the Whitehall Road tract.  They have received thirteen bid proposals.    
Boalsburg Heritage Museum Committee:

Chairman Graham said the committee is collecting carriages and sleighs for display in the barn on Memorial Day.  
SCASD Facilities Steering Committee:

Supervisor Lee said in June they will meet to discuss Memorial Field and the Delta program.  He said details can be found on the committee’s website.  
Spring Creek Canyon Master Plan:

Supervisor Warner said the committee did not meet.  
ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further items to discuss, Chairman Graham declared the meeting adjourned at 9:12 PM.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Amy Farkas

Township Secretary
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