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CALL TO ORDER:
Chairman Graham called the June 8, 2009 Harris Township Board of Supervisors meeting to order at 7:30 PM.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Supervisor Hameister moved to approve the minutes of the May 11, 2009 regular meeting.  Vice Chairman Wilson seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously. 
CITIZEN COMMENTS:

John Mandryk, resident of Aspen Heights, said he created an Excel spreadsheet documenting the changes of the open space/rural clustering ordinance amendment as he understood it.  He just wanted to be sure he understood the changes.  Mr. Shea said the regulations prior to the ordinance amendment stated that in the agricultural zoning district a developer who proposes residential lots on a tract that is 10 acres or larger and subdivides it, 50 percent has to be preserved as open space.  Mr. Mandryk said with the amendment a developer can choose to develop 15 percent of workforce housing which would put on average 1 unit on .3125 acres, assuming a generic 100 acre tract and according to the information he received from the Township Manager.  He compared that number to 1 unit on .375 acres prior to the ordinance amendment.  Mr. Shea said he could not verify the numbers.   Mr. Mandryk said he just wanted to be able to gauge the impact the Rockey Farm development could have on the neighboring communities. 
Jeanne Lumadue, resident of Aspen Heights, said the citizens of Aspen Heights are very concerned about connectivity between developments.  She asked if there is a law that requires neighborhoods to be connected.  Mr. Shea said that it is required and the information can be found in Chapter 11, the Harris Township Subdivision Ordinance.  Ms. Lumadue said Aspen Heights has a second egress onto Route 45 that permits the transfer of emergency vehicles.  She gave the Board a list of examples in the Centre Region where connectivity has not been a good idea.  She said College Heights is a good example of placing barriers that prohibit through traffic but allow for emergency vehicles to pass through.  She said prohibiting through traffic does not have to diminish pedestrian or bicycle traffic.  She pointed out that Liberty Hill has a very narrow connecting street which she feels is a very effective mechanism to limiting traffic.  She added that Aspen Heights does not have street lights or sidewalks and does not want them and therefore extra traffic can create risks.  She feels that neighborhood connectivity does not have to mean traffic connectivity.  She said residents of Aspen Heights do not want vehicular traffic passing through the neighborhood and that they prefer only service, Township and emergency vehicles pass through.  They are asking for no less than what has been granted to Liberty Hill, which was a one way egress and a very narrow connecting road.  
Mr. Shea said the College Heights situation is not applicable.  He said the decision the Board of Supervisors made in regards to Liberty Hill, Staff did not support as it goes against what the ordinance says.  He said Staff will also not support a one way in for Aspen Heights.  He pointed out that connectivity has to do with more than just emergency vehicles, including safety issues.  He said developments should not be isolated and leaving connectivity to bike paths is not economical and the fact that the ordinance requires connectivity there is a reason for it.  Ms. Lumadue said the residents feel that there is a safety issue involved and they feel that multiple entrances and exits into any development will always cause problems with mechanisms in place where ne’er do well’s from other parts of Pennsylvania can easily get in.  Mr. Shea pointed out that the benefits far outweigh the detriments for interconnectivity.  Ms. Lumadue said it is about safety and privacy.  Vice Chairman Wilson said it was a creative solution from the Board to follow the one way in from the Hill to Liberty Hill to be in accordance with what the ordinance requires.  He said it allows for service vehicles to arrange their routing to go through one neighborhood and connect to the other without encouraging through traffic.  He feels that is a reasonable solution for Aspen Heights as well. He said he was a bit of a NIMBY person when it came to the Liberty Hill development.  He added that he didn’t understand the importance of connecting the communities except for service and emergency vehicles and therefore it was a good compromise.  Chairman Graham pointed out that it was an agreement with the developer, who was not required to do it that way.  He also said discussion on this matter will happen when the developer submits a plan.  
TOWNSHIP BUSINESS:

A. C-NET ANNUAL REPORT:
Cynthia Hahn, C-Net Executive Director, presented the 2008 C-Net annual report.  She said Harris Township’s sponsorship of C-Net programs equaled approximately 6.6 percent of the total programs by all C-Net members in 2008.  Over the past 5 years the Townships usage has equaled to approximately 7 percent of the total usage of C-Net by all members.  The total number of programs sponsored in 2008 was 32.12.  She said they covered programs such as Memorial Day in Boalsburg, Board meetings, military history lectures, the 2008 Flag Day Ceremony and environmental forums for state House candidates.  She said the Township’s level of sponsorship remains very consistent with the past years sponsorship.  
Dr. Lewis Jillings, Harris Township representative to C-Net, said the organization is run superbly well under Ms. Hahn’s leadership.  He pointed out that C-Net has begun streaming programs on the internet and has the capacity to provide up to 500 hours of programming for up to 4,000 viewers at any time.  He said the number of hits for the Harris Township Board of Supervisors meetings varies between 14 and 191.  He said because of the Comcast franchise in the area, it has brought with it five extra locations for broadcasting live and also a grant for C-Net for additional equipment. 
Supervisor Lee asked if there is an opportunity for the third channel granted under the franchise to have public access.  Ms. Farkas said that the programming threshold must be met on the existing two channels before a third PEG channel is granted.  She said the CACC Board is very adamant that a viable organization should run the third channel.  She said C-Net could run it if they want to and it could be another education or governmental channel.  She said it depends on who steps forward in the community that has the ability and some equipment to make it work, though a studio is not necessary.  The Board thanked Ms. Hahn and Dr. Jillings for their reports.  
B. KAYWOOD NORTH CONCEPT PLAN:
Ms. Farkas said PennTerra, Inc. has submitted a concept plan for the R-1 portion of the Homan Tract.  The tract is located behind Kathryn Street and proposes an extension of Karmel Street.  The concept plan proposes 41 single family lots.  She said the developers of the project previously met with the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee to discuss the parkland requirement.  The Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee indicated their preference to have the developer pay the fee in lieu, rather than dedicate an additional 2 acres of land inside Kaywood Park.  It was felt that the fee in lieu could be better utilized to continue making improvements to the park.  
She said this plan is only for discussion as it is a concept plan and the Board does not need to act on anything at this time.  She said an email was sent out to residents of Kaywood so they could voice any concerns or ideas.  

Bill Spedding, PennTerra Engineering, said the developer is trying to make a logical extension to Kaywood through Karmel and Kathryn Streets.  He said the developer hopes to submit a plan sometime in late June, but wanted to solicit comments from the Board of Supervisors and Planning Commission prior to doing so.  He said based on recent interpretation they received on sewer facility locations they may have to change the proposed 41 lots to 40 lots.  
Mr. Spedding reported that the developer is working with UAJA to replace an old pump station that serves Kaywood.  It will receive all the sewage from approximately 200 homes.  He said the development is in the R-1 zoning district and the proposed lot sizes will be between 12,500 to 16,000 square feet or more, which is about more than twice the size that is required.  He pointed out that because the development is tying into existing roads, the developer proposes to match the existing road cross sections in Kaywood, with no curbs and no sidewalks.  He said they will need to request a waiver from the Board on the sidewalk issue.  He said the developer may phase the construction.  
Mr. Spedding said in regards to the fee-in-lieu of parkland, the developer is willing to negotiate some kind of phasing.  Ms. Farkas said Staff will provide feedback on that issue when a plan is submitted. 
Supervisor Lee said the development is similar to the rest of Kaywood which is understandable, but it does not encourage community and is not too imaginative, which he feels are important matters.  He also said he does not intend to vote for a waiver on the sidewalk requirement as he feels sidewalks are a necessary component.  
Supervisor Hameister asked about stormwater issues.  Mr. Spedding said there will be drainage swales on the property and roadside swales which will enhance infiltration opposed to the standard way of having pavement and curb.  Supervisor Hameister inquired as to how the basin will be made known to new homeowners if they are to take care of it.  Mr. Spedding said there will need to be a homeowners association that would maintain the basin.  Supervisor Hameister felt that more than an association would be needed to maintain the basin.  He said that basins throughout the Township and the Centre Region have failed and therefore townships have repaired them at their own cost.  He also said that homeowners associations do not work and fail at maintaining the stormwater basins.  He said Ferguson Township, as well as other townships, have had problems with the bottom of stormwater basins falling out.  He thinks that the stormwater issue needs to be taken more seriously.  
Supervisor Hameister also pointed out that on the Harris Township Official Map there is potential to have a connection between Kaywood and Linden Hall Road.  He feels uncomfortable with that much traffic through the old section of Kaywood.  He suggested that the developer consider what is proposed on the Official Map and look into a smarter connection to Linden Hall Road.  Mr. Shea pointed out that the developer may be required to conduct a traffic study.  Mr. Spedding pointed out that as the development is proposed, the developer is below the requirements that would trigger them to perform a traffic study.  Ms. Liggett pointed out that if there is concern from the Board of Supervisors, there is room in the ordinance that would allow the Board to require a traffic study.  
Vice Chairman Wilson agreed that heavy traffic is not desirable in Kaywood.  He suggested the developer try to be creative to help alleviate traffic concerns.  

Chairman Graham said he disagrees with Supervisor Lee on the issue of sidewalks.  He said it appears that residents don’t desire sidewalks.  He did not say if he would vote for a waiver on the sidewalk requirement but pointed out that as there are no commercial entities for residents to walk to in the neighborhood they may not be necessary.  He added that sidewalks can be a liability.  
Supervisor Hameister asked if the stormwater basin was required by Act 167.  Mr. Spedding said the developer’s proposal is in accordance with the Harris Township Stormwater Ordinance.  

Al Fiscus, resident of Kaywood, said the main concern for residents in Kaywood is traffic.  He pointed out that the neighborhood streets are not great to begin with.  He said the most highly traveled roads are minimal in size and are not very wide.  He said that kids go through intersections on skateboards and bikes and cause hazards that any increased traffic will only further complicate.  
Chairman Graham pointed out that a major common concern seems to be heavy traffic. He asked if there is a way to restrict traffic.  Mr. Shea did not think that traffic could be restricted but if a traffic study shows issues at intersections then there are probably signage and other things that could serve to calm traffic.  He pointed out that the Township Engineer or the Township Traffic Engineer would have to review the plan and make recommendations.  
C. OAK HALL PARK MASTER PLAN:
Ms. Farkas said the draft Oak Hall Master Plan was presented at the May General Forum meeting.  The plan proposes three softball fields, a dog park, a sledding hill, trails and a practice field.  The draft plan was referred back to the municipalities for review and comment.  

Jeff Hall, Centre Region Parks and Recreation, said the existing house on the Oak Hall property is currently rented and the tenant will serve as an observer.  Supervisor Hameister asked about the septic field in regards to the anticipated use and if it would be feasible to run a sewer line.  Mr. Hall said it was examined and Cory Miller from UAJA recommended that the cost for the sewer line would be very expensive.  He said they left the septic field to determine if the soils would likely supply good percolation.  
Supervisor Hameister asked about stormwater issues.  Chairman Graham said they are required to abide by Act 167.  Ms. Farkas pointed out that the plan is not at the engineering phase.  The stormwater issue would be addressed at a later time.  She said the purpose of the master plan is to describe how they intend to use the land.  
Vice Chairman Wilson questioned putting a fence up for mutual protection for the Eberhart Farm and the park. He felt it would protect both properties from excessive liability issues and should not cost too much.  
Chairman Graham asked about the baseball and softball fields.  Mr. Hall said there are three softball fields proposed at Oak Hall Park, but they can be used for junior league baseball.  Chairman Graham said a baseball field should be considered for at least one of the parks, either Whitehall Park or Oak Hall Park.   
Chairman Graham asked about the walking path and if it would connect with any other paths near the park.  Mr. Hall said it has been discussed at a previous regional park meeting to have the path connect to the path which is on the other side of Route 322.  They could not find a reasonable proposal to make that happen.  Chairman Graham suggested that the Board make a stipulation that provides for the paths to be connected somehow.  He pointed out that it is a reasonable demand for the share that Harris Township will be contributing.   
Paul Rittenhouse, Harris Township resident, inquired about the status of the Hess Field softball fields.  Ms. Farkas said the Township has been working closely with the Hess family who would like to transfer their property to the Township.  She said they would like the field to remain as a recreational use.  She said the Township is working with them to address their concerns, but everything should be completed before the end of the year. 
D. REGIONAL PARKS FUNDING:
Ms. Farkas said the Parks Capitol Committee has been discussing how to fund the improvements to the two regional parks.  As discussion progresses, Supervisor Warner felt it was important to obtain consensus from the Board as to their preferred method of funding.  

Currently each municipality is paying the equivalent of .2 mills into the regional parks fund.  In 2009, the Township will pay $29,829 into the fund.  The fund balance is projected to be $1,401,981 by the end of the year.  The current funding formula for regional parks is not enough to pay for the development of both parks.  The Parks Capital Committee is considering two options at this point: a pay as you go option or a bond issue/borrowing.  Both would require an increase in municipal shares.  
The pay as you go option would draw out the development process over a number of years by constructing each park in phases.  The funding is more uncertain under this scenario, as the amount of money needed would depend on which phases were being developed.  As the funding is uncertain, there was concern expressed by the Parks Capital Committee that it could lead to issues down the road, particularly if a municipality is unable to pay its share. 
Under the bond issue/borrowing option, the parks would be developed one right after the other.  Though municipal shares would still increase, the amount would remain stable over the life of the bond.  The Parks Capital Committee expressed interest in this option, as the COG would probably be able to realize a cost savings through lower interest rates.  

Ms. Farkas said Supervisor Warner is looking for consensus and direction from the Board on how to fund it.  Supervisor Hameister inquired if the purchase of the Hess Field would be funded through the regional parks funding.  Ms. Farkas said she is hopeful that the Parks Capital Committee would see the value in contributing to the cost which will preserve three softball fields.  She said she will certainly lobby for their help.  
Supervisor Lee said he is inclined to support the bond option but mentioned waiting for the long term capital plan.  He noted problems with the pool funding that was through a bond.  Ms. Farkas pointed out that the funding formula will be changed which will take care of previous problems.  
Supervisor Hameister felt that the bond is the smarter option.  Vice Chairman Wilson agreed.  Chairman Graham said he does not have a problem with the bond option.  General discussion ensued on different types of bonds. 
E. REQUEST TO CLOSE STREETS FOR LAST CRUISE 5K RACE:
Ms. Farkas said the organizers of the Last Cruise approached the Township in late May to inquire about moving their 5K race from Penn State’s campus to the streets of Boalsburg.  The event will be a biking, running and walking event to be held on July 25th.  The organizers would like to use the Memorial Day 5K race course.  The organizers are proposing that the cyclists will do two loops of the course and that the walkers will follow an abbreviated course.  The abbreviated course has not been discussed with the Township.  
The organizers are requesting the following from the Township:

The closure of the following streets from 7:45 AM to 10:00 AM on July 25th:


Chambers Alley (west)
Church Street to West Main Street


West Main Street

Full length


Bailey Lane


Full length


West Pine Street

Full length


Wagner Street


Full length

The use of the Boalsburg Fire Police for traffic control during the event. 

Jennifer Daniels, Youth Service Bureau, thanked the Board for putting this item on their agenda at the last minute.  She gathered that the issue is more with the road closures and not just a timing issue.  Ms. Farkas said typically events of this type take months to plan and therefore would leave enough time to make residents aware of road closures. 

Ms. Daniels said she would like to withdraw the request. She said the organizer for the Youth Service Bureau recently stepped down and left staff members to pick up the pieces and start from scratch in planning this event.  She said she would love to work on this with Ms. Farkas the following year with much more advance notice.  
Chairman Graham pointed out that even with enough notice, the event will still require closing streets in a residential community.  He feels that it should depend on what the residents desire. 
F. RESOLUTION 09-09: 2009-2010 CATA BUDGET:
Ms. Farkas said at the last General Forum meeting, the 2009-2010 CATA budget was referred to each municipality for adoption.  The Township’s total share is $24,217.  This figure includes an operating share of $21,083 and a capital share of $3,134. 

Supervisor Hameister asked about the determination of the contributions from Halfmoon and Benner Townships.  Chairman Graham said they are billed based on their usage and mileage.  
Vice Chairman Wilson moved to approve Resolution 09-09, adopting CATA’s 2009-2010 budget.  Supervisor Lee seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously. 
G. PROPOSED ORDINANCE 285: NO PARKING 2:00 AM TO 6:00 AM ON JACKS MILL DRIVE:
Ms. Farkas said at last month’s meeting, Staff was asked to prepare a draft ordinance that would restrict parking on Jacks Mill Drive from 2:00 AM to 6:00 AM.  It is hoped that restricting the parking will curb the issue of people parking commercial and other vehicles along the road.  

She said the Board asked Staff to confer with the property managers at Centre Estates and Huntingdon Park apartments about guest parking and to ask State College Police if residents with overnight guests could simply call the police and ask for permission to park legally on the road for an evening.  The property managers at Centre Estates and Huntingdon Park apartments both indicated that they had ample overnight parking available for guests.  State College Police Chief Tom King indicated that if the Board wishes to allow guests to park legally overnight, they can simply call the police by 10:00 PM to ask for permission.  

Supervisor Lee asked if the ample overnight parking was off street.  Ms. Farkas said it is off street, and the properties do not have assigned parking.  She said the Township maintenance crews usually have trouble plowing on Jacks Mill Drive due to cars parked overnight.  She has had to call the State College Police several times in the past because of this issue. 
Supervisor Hameister moved to direct staff to advertise Proposed Ordinance 285 for public hearing and adoption at the July meeting.  Supervisor Lee seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  
H. ADDITION TO AD HOC OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE:
Ms. Farkas said in March the Board of Supervisors appointed several Township residents to the Ad Hoc Open Space Committee.  The committee has been charged with tackling open space preservation efforts.  

Kathy DiMuccio recently contacted the Township to express her interest in serving on the committee.  Ms. DiMuccio is a resident of Kennard Road.  She noted on her application that she and her siblings will one day be making decisions about the 190 acre Oelbermann farm that is located outside the regional growth boundary.  Ms. Farkas said there will be 14 members on the committee with the addition of Ms. DiMuccio.  
Chairman Graham said there is still an opening for someone from Shingletown on the committee.  Bruce Lord, Parks and Recreation Committee, said the idea of having someone from each neighborhood is so that a representative could gather information for their neighbors and get feedback from them as well.  

Supervisor Hameister moved to appoint Kathy DiMuccio to serve on the Ad Hoc Open Space Committee.  Chairman Graham seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  
I. BOALSBURG FIRE COMPANY REQUEST TO USE FIRE POLICE:
Ms. Farkas said the Boalsburg Fire Company is requesting authorization to use the Alpha, Centre Hall and Port Matilda Fire Police to assist with traffic control at the People’s Choice Arts Festival.  

Chairman Graham pointed out that the Centre County Fire Police Association was not a recognized entity.  Ms. Farkas said this was done every year when Van Winter was Chief.  Chairman Graham asked to eliminate requesting help from the Centre County Fire Police Association from this time forward. 

Supervisor Hameister moved to approve the use of the Alpha, Centre Hall and Port Matilda Fire Police for traffic control for the People’s Choice Arts Festival.  Vice Chairman Wilson seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  
MANAGER’S REPORT:

Ms. Farkas brought up the issue of the Liberty Hill parkland.  She said the developer has a lot of excess fill left on the property and is proposing to re-grade the 4 acre park.  A plan was submitted that effectively created a landscaped embankment on the side of the property.  She said the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee discussed the proposal and agreed that the embankment did not add anything to the public parkland and acted as a barrier to residents living in the adjacent neighborhood.  Upon learning of the Committee’s opposition, the developer withdrew the plan.  The Board may remember that the Township required the developer to post surety in exchange for being allowed to use 1 acre of the parkland as a storage site for fill from the property.  The agreement reached also stipulated that the parkland must be returned to its pre-construction state.  The developer will meet with the Committee in June to discuss the issue further.  She said perhaps everyone can put their heads together to come up with a solution that is good for the Township and the developer.  She also suggested to the developer that they offer the clean fill as many sites need it. 
Ms. Farkas said the local PennDOT maintenance manager recently called the Township to find out how it felt about the department using a piece of equipment to restore the shoulders on Brush Valley Road to two feet.  The work will be done from the Potter Township line to the church.  PennDOT is concerned about how the shoulders drop off in that area, particularly in light of the fact that they just paved and widened Brush Valley Road on the Potter Township side.  Staff advised the department that they would speak with the Board to gauge its feelings on the matter.  Though the state can ultimately do what they want with the road, it is an encouraging sign that they asked for the Township’s opinion.  She said it would just restore the shoulders to two feet on both sides.  Supervisor Hameister felt that the road is perfectly fine in front of his house and his neighbor’s houses.  He said the people of the Linden Hall Village made their feelings known to PennDOT about widening the road.  Ms. Farkas pointed out that it will not widen the road, just restore the shoulders.  Supervisor Hameister said it is being brought up for the wrong reason but would not go into further detail.  Supervisor Lee said without any other information, he feels comfortable with PennDOT proceeding.  Ms. Farkas said she will make it clear that the Board is comfortable only with restoring the shoulder to two feet, not widening the road.  
Ms. Farkas said she received a call from the State College Police who had received a call from Mr. Dunkelberger, a resident on Brush Valley Road, who was concerned about cars speeding up Houser Road on their way to the winery.  She said a speed limit is not posted on the road which means the legal speed limit on a non-posted road in Pennsylvania is 55 mph. Officer Zaffuto has inquired if the Township would like to post the road at 25 mph.  Ms. Farkas said she will speak with the Township Engineer on how to proceed with the issue.  She said a speed study may have to be done, which Harris Township would have to pay for.  
Chairman Graham inquired about the workforce housing manual that the Planning Commission is working on.  He was concerned about adding the option for the developer to pay a fee-in-lieu of providing workforce housing.  Ms. Farkas said the Planning Commission will consider it at their next meeting and it is being added as a flexibility option.  It would not be required of the developer, but would be an option.  Chairman Graham said he does not think the Township should be involved so deeply in the matter.  He pointed out that if the Township has to then manage the funds received from the fee-in-lieu it will create too many layers of bureaucracy that he feels the Township should not be concerned with.  He also felt that it would defeat the Township’s efforts in acquiring workforce housing.  Ms. Farkas said the money could go to the Centre County Housing and Land Trust Association or to the County’s first time homebuyers program.  Chairman Graham said he is not in favor of supporting the fee-in-lieu option.  Vice Chairman Wilson said it would be worth investigating.  
APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS:

Supervisor Lee moved to approve voucher transmittal sheet No. 2009-6 in the amount of $24,744.13.  Vice Chairman Wilson seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously. 
COG COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Executive Committee:
Chairman Graham said the Executive Committee does not currently have anything on its agenda for the next meeting. 
Human Resources Committee:
Vice Chairman said the Human Resources Committee did not meet last month nor will they meet for the month of June.  
Finance Committee:
Chairman Graham said they meet June 9, 2009 at 8:30 AM and will be discussing the COG compensation plan, the CATA budget and the COG funding formula.  
Public Services and Environmental Committee:
Supervisor Hameister said they discussed the refuse and recycling bid.  
Spring Creek Watershed Commission:
Supervisor Hameister said the Spring Creek Watershed Commission concluded discussion on protection of geo thermal wells. 
Transportation and Land Use Committee/MPO:
Supervisor Lee said the Transportation and Land Use Committee did not meet.  Their discussion for the next meeting will be on high speed rail.  The MPO began discussion on the Long Range Transportation Plan.  
Public Safety Committee:
Supervisor Warner was not present to report. 
Parks Capital Committee:
The Parks Capital Committee report was covered earlier in the meeting.  
Boalsburg Heritage Museum:
Chairman Graham said on June 10th, members of the committee will have a wine and cheese night at the museum and than will watch a play at the Boal Barn. 
SCASD Facilities Steering Committee:
Supervisor Lee said the SCASD Facilities Steering Committee had their final meeting on June 2nd as they completed discussion on Memorial Field and the Delta Program.  
Spring Creek Canyon Master Plan:
Supervisor Warner was not present to report. 
Ad Hoc Open Space Committee:

Supervisor Hameister said the Ad Hoc Open Space Committee had a successful first meeting and will continue meeting on the first Monday of every month.  
ADJOURNMENT:

Chairman Graham adjourned the meeting at 9:45 PM. 
Respectfully submitted,

Amy Farkas 

Township Secretary
PAGE  
Harris Township Board of Supervisors

Minutes of June 8, 2009
Page 1 of 13

