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Courtney Pelchar, Administrative Secretary

Public in Attendance:

Paul M. Rittenhouse Sr., resident

Fred DiMuccio, resident






Jared Dailey, resident






Fred E. Daley II, resident






Robert Watts, McCormick Taylor

John Sepp, PennTerra Engineering
Eric Casanave, PennTerra Engineering

Cathy Flood, Boalsburg Alliance 

Stephanie Koons, CDT

Barb Fiscus, Kaywood resident

Allen Fiscus, Kaywood resident

Al Vannice, Kaywood resident

James Myers, resident

Marge Hymer, resident

Wes Hymer, resident

Robin Lallement, Willowbrook resident

Karen Meister, Willowbrook resident

Gary Nunnelley, North Eastern ITS

Kevin Harvatine, Kaywood resident

Katherine Harvatine, Kaywood resident

Allen Jacobson, resident

Robert Uhlig, Willowbrook resident

Susan Hammer

Stephen Olsen, Willowbrook resident

John Mandryk, resident

Linda Duffy, Willowbrook resident

Ann Bruce, Willowbrook resident 

David Eggebeen, Willowbrook resident

Linda Eggebeen, Willowbrook resident

Jeanne Lumadue, Aspen Heights resident

Paul Gibbons, Willowbrook resident

Dan Wise, Loop Rd. resident

Ken Kline-Smeltzer, Willowbrook resident

Chad Rockey, Willowbrook resident 
CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Graham called the December 14, 2009 Harris Township Board of Supervisors meeting to order at 7:34 PM.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:


Supervisor Warner moved to approve the minutes of the November 9, 2009 regular meeting.  Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously. 

CITIZEN COMMENTS:

Gary Nunnelley, of North Eastern ITS, announced that the company is putting a fiber optic line from Cleveland, Ohio through Pennsylvania and in to New Jersey. The line, which will be buried a minimum of 36-inches deep, will be laid along Route 45 in Harris Township. An information packet , including contact information for the company, was distributed to the Board.

Mr. Hameister asked if the construction would cause any traffic or safety issues for Township residents.

Mr. Nunnelley said that there will be traffic controllers. The installation project will likely begin in March 2010 and will take several weeks to complete. The company will be distributing door-hangers, with complete details, to all residents likely to be affected. 

Paul M. Rittenhouse Sr., resident, asked  if the company had considered using an abandoned AT&T line for the project. Mr. Nunnelley was unsure of whether this line had been considered. 

Mr. Rittenhouse asked if private roads crossing the line will be dug up. In reply Mr. Nunnelley said that they do not want to disturb existing drive-ways or landscaping. They will bore under driveways in an effort to reduce impacts to property owners. 

NEW BUSINESS:

A. RECOGNITION OF SUPERVISOR CHRISTOPHER LEE:

Chairman Graham presented Supervisor Lee with a gift in appreciation of his years of service to the residents of Harris Township.

Supervisor Lee thanked the Board for the recognition. He referenced his extensive record of public service and hoped that his legacy would show that in the last few years he has been instrumental in getting land use and transportation coordinated. He also stated his hope that work on Design for Community would continue.

Supervisor Lee said his role in government is coming to an end, but not his focus on public service. He announced that he will be concentrating his efforts on election reform, including the issue of gerrymandering. The government election reform movement locally will focus on the 34th District Senate position. He asked that anyone interested in the topic contact him. 

B. ROCKEY RIDGE PRELIMINARY SUBDIVISION PLAN: 

Mr. Shea introduced the Rockey Ridge Preliminary Subdivision plan. He said that Staff has completed several reviews of the preliminary plans submitted by the developer. Most of the outstanding items have been addressed with the remaining items being signatures and outside agency approvals. The major issue outstanding to date is the traffic impact study prepared by the developer’s traffic engineer and reviewed by the Township’s Traffic Engineer, Rob Watts of McCormick Taylor. The recommendations from the study have been forwarded to PennDOT for review. 

Mr. Shea said the Planning Commission recommended approval of the plan contingent upon the completion of all outstanding comments. Staff has a time extension for this plan that runs until January 11, 2010. 

John Sepp, Penn Terra Engineering, discussed the outstanding items with the traffic study, including the design speed for the turning lane. He indicated that Penn DOT will have the final say on whether the turning lane should be designed for 45 MPH or 55 MPH. 

Township Traffic Engineer Rob Watts, of McCormick Taylor, said that a meeting hadn’t been set with PennDOT to make the determinations. He said that in his review he had suggested widening the road to three lanes so that buses and larger vehicle could turn safely, instead of a tapered turning lane. 

Supervisor Hameister asked if there has to be a PennDOT traffic study at each phase of the development. Mr. Watts said that a traffic study for the bulk of the tract will be submitted with the next preliminary plan submission. He noted that the current traffic study is limited in scope. 

Mr. Rittenhouse asked if Rockey Lane connects to the first phase of the development. Mr. Watts indicated that no connection to Rockey Lane is proposed with this plan. 

James Myers, resident of the Kaywood neighborhood, discussed Rockey Ridge stormwater runoff and discharge. He asked that the runoff remain the same in post construction in accordance with regulations. Ms. Farkas said that Township Engineer Don Franson has reviewed the site and the runoff will be mitigated in accordance with state and Township regulations. Mr. Sepp said that they will be in compliance with the Stormwater Management Act 167 and the Township’s stormwater management ordinance.

Robin Lallement, Willowbrook resident, said that she is concerned about the traffic that the new development will create at the intersection of Willowbrook Drive and the proposed Rockey Ridge Road. She asked if a traffic signal would be installed.

Ms. Farkas said that because Route 45 is PennDOT’s roadway they dictate when a traffic light is necessary. Mr. Watts said that national regulations dictate that there must be 75 vehicles within an hour exiting the neighborhoods at the intersection. He said that the intersection does not warrant a traffic signal now.

Chairman Graham said that perhaps the only thing that the Board can do is to encourage PennDOT to consider a Park and Ride lot in Old Fort. Ms. Farkas said that the Township’s submission for the Long Range Transportation Plan update includes the installation of a bike path from Linden Hall Road to the South Atherton Street pathway.

Ken Smeltzer, Willowbrook resident, asked that bike traffic be considered. He commented that there is no way to get to Boalsburg from Willowbrook by foot or bike safely. He asked that space be taken from the roadway or an alternate path by the creek be established. 

John Mandryk, Aspen Heights resident, said that the 1998 Comprehensive Plan sets forth guiding principles for the development of both the Rockey and Harpster tracts. He asked why there is not a completed development design for the community to preview. Ms. Farkas said that the Township has no legal ability to require a master plan. 

Mr. Shea said that since the developer isn’t obligated to develop the whole property at once the requirements for things like stormwater mitigation and traffic studies are to ensure integration for future phases. 
Mr. Sepp said that these plans have been in the works for two years, the funding is there, but one item that prevents them from moving forward is the completion of the workforce housing manual being drafted by the Planning Commission. 

Chairman Graham stated that workforce housing is a complex matter and any ideas from community would be welcomed. At this point the developer isn’t obligated to consider workforce housing. 

Robert Uhlig, Willowbrook resident, asked what in state law precludes the Township from its responsibility to its voters. Ms. Farkas replied that the Township cannot create an ordinance more restrictive that state law. The subdivision, land development and zoning ordinances are crafted off of the general guidelines set forth by Municipal Planning Code. She said that because Pennsylvania is pro land use state, a plan can’t be denied because it is deemed not ‘good’ for the community. A plan can only be denied if there are structural deficiencies. Even then the developer is allowed to correct those deficiencies and resubmit the plan. Mr. Shea added that all ordinances go to the Township Solicitor to make sure they are in compliance with state regulations. 

Stephen Olsen, Willowbrook resident, inquired about street lighting for the new development, particularly on the multi-family units. Mr. Sepp said the townhouse units will not have any additional lighting on the building. 

Barb Fiscus, Kaywood resident, asked if the plan on display was what the Board was approving. She expressed concerns about the acreage of open space, the safety of the trees, the entrances, and connections to the Kaywood development. She said the developer should group the lots closer together in the center of the tract to create more open space. Mr. Sepp said that the trees will remain untouched and that there is a set back requirement for the new homes beyond the open space.

Mr. Shea commented that the spirit of rural clustering was not to group all of the houses into a circle in the middle of the property. Ms. Liggett added that beyond the required 50-feet of open-space, it is completely up to the developer and that they have done a responsible job responding to all requests from the planners. Mr. Sepp stated that the goal is to develop the most desirable lots.

Supervisor Lee moved to approve the Rockey Ridge Preliminary Subdivision Plan contingent upon satisfactory competition of all outstanding review comments and a highway occupancy permit being obtained from PennDOT. It was seconded by Supervisor Wilson. The motion was approved unanimously.

C. PROPOSED ORDINANCE 287: REVISIONS TO THE SOLID WASTE AND RECYCLING ORDINANCES: 

Supervisor Hameister moved to adopt Proposed Ordinance 287, Revisions to the Solid Waste and Recycling Ordinances.  

Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

D. RESOLUTION 09-16: ADOPTING THE 2010 HARRIS TOWNSHIP BUDGET:

Supervisor Warner moved to adopt Resolution 09-16, the 2010 Harris Township Budget. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

E. RESOLUTION 09-17: APPROPRIATING SUMS FOR COG PROGRAMS: 

Supervisor Lee moved to approve Resolution 09-17, appropriating sums for COG programs. Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. 
F. RESOLUTION 09-18: ESTABLISHING PROPERTY TAX RATES FOR  2010: 

Supervisor Lee moved to approve Resolution 09-18, establishing property tax rates for 2010. Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

G. RESOLUTION 09-19: DESIGNATING DEPOSITORIES FOR HARRIS TOWNSHIP: 

Supervisor Wilson moved to approve Resolution 09-19, designating depositories for Harris Township. Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

H. RESOLUTION 09-20: SETTING TOWNSHIP MANAGER’S SALARY FOR 2010: 

Supervisor Warner moved to approve Resolution 09-20, setting the Township Manager’s salary for 2010. Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

MANAGER’S REPORT: 

Ms. Farkas said that after the recent snow storm, the Maintenance Crew informed her that it is increasingly difficult to plow certain neighborhoods, as residents leave cars on the streets. She said the Township lacks the legal authority to have these cars moved, as the snow emergency zone only covers the Village of Boalsburg. She suggested that the Board may want to discuss the merits of creating a Township-wide snow emergency zone. 

Ms. Farkas informed the Board that she recently met with Sewage Enforcement Officer Chuck Herr and the managers of College and Ferguson Townships to discuss sewage management fees for 2010. In the past the Township split the fees 50-50 with the resident/developer. The Township was reimbursed for its share of the fees by the state.  The state recently announced it will no longer be fully reimbursing sewage management fees and instead announced they will only reimburse at 42.5 percent. It is unclear if in the future they’ll be able to reimburse everyone that applies. Mr. Herr recommended that we consider passing on 100 percent of the cost of these fees to those using his services rather than splitting the cost. Ms. Farkas suggested that this item be included on the Board’s January 4th agenda for discussion. The Board was in agreement that this item should be discussed further before a decision is made. They asked that Ms. Farkas do some more research on the matter and include it on the January 4th agenda. 

Supervisor Lee said he is unhappy about the naming of the new Panorama Elementary School. He said that the name should reference Boalsburg. He suggested that a letter be sent to the School District, asking that the name be reconsidered. It was motioned by Supervisor Lee, seconded by Supervisor Hameister, that a letter be sent to the School District, objecting to the name of the new school and asking that it include Boalsburg in it. The motion was approved unanimously.
Ms. Farkas said that someone cut down a 15-foot Hemlock Tree in Nittany View Park and then cut the top off for their Christmas tree. The tree is valued at $500.00. 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS: 

Supervisor Warner moved to approve voucher transmittal sheet No. 2009-11 totaling $193,892.47. Supervisor Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

COG COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Executive Committee:
Chairman Graham said that the Executive Committee will meet tomorrow at noon. The topic of discussion is the tolling of Interstate 80. Congressman Thompson has asked the municipalities to write US Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood and express opposition to the tolling of I-80. 

Human Resources Committee:

Supervisor Wilson said that the Human Resources Committee met last month and discussed the selection process for the new library director. The second topic of discussion was a policy for mandatory sick leave in case of a pandemic. 

Finance Committee:

Chairman Graham said that the Finance Committee met with representatives of the building community to discuss the increase in building permit fees. He said it was decided that the fee schedule will be reevaluated in June 2010 to determine if any changes are warranted.

Public Service and Environmental Committee:

Supervisor Hameister said that the Public Service and Environmental Committee did not meet this month.

Spring Creek Watershed Commission: 

Supervisor Hameister said that Spring Creek Watershed Commission did not meet this month.

Transportation and Land Use Committee/MPO:

Supervisor Lee said that the Transportation and Land Use Committee is not meeting this month and that the MPO will meet the following Wednesday. 

Public Safety Committee: 

Supervisor Warner said that Code Agency is in the red financially this year because several large building projects weren’t completed in the region. 

Parks Capital Committee:

Supervisory Warner said that the Committee will meet the following Thursday to discuss Hess Field.

Boalsburg Heritage Museum:

Chairman Graham said that they will be announcing the displays and schedule for 2010 soon.  

Spring Creek Canyon Master Plan: 

Supervisory Warner Spring Creek Canyon Master Plan did not meet this month.

Ad Hoc Open Space Committee: 

Supervisor Hameister said that the Committee heard a presentation on the Halfmoon Township Open Space Preservation Program. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

There being no further items to discuss, Supervisor Hameister moved to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Warner seconded the motion. It was approved unanimously. Chairman Graham declared the meeting adjourned at 10:10pm. 

Respectfully Submitted,

Amy Farkas

Township Secretary
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