HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Minutes of January 28, 2009
 

A meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors was called to order on January 28, 2009 at 4:00 PM in the Township meeting room by Chairman Charles Graham. In attendance were Vice Chairman Nigel Wilson, Supervisor Dennis Hameister, Supervisor Clifford Warner and Supervisor Christopher Lee.
Also in attendance were Harris Township Manager Amy Farkas, Centre Region Planner D.J. Liggett, Planning Commission Chairman John Wainright, Planning Commission members Bob Igo, Paul Weener, Ron Buckalew, Charles Keener and Ed Benner; Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee Chairman Bruce Lord, Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee Members Bob Potter and Susan Hammerstedt; and Shade Tree Commission Chairman Greg Roth. 
Call To Order 


The meeting was called to order at 4:00 PM.
 
Approval of Minutes

It was motioned by Supervisor Warner and seconded by Supervisor Lee to approve the minutes of the January 5, 2009 meeting. The motion was approved unanimously. 
Citizens Comments


There were no citizen comments.
Planning Commission


The Board reviewed the Planning Commission’s 2009 Work Plan and their progress on the 2008 Work Plan. 

Chairman John Wainright briefly discussed the workforce housing policy and procedures manual that is to be developed by the Planning Commission in the first six months of 2009. The manual is intended to be a guidebook for developers who are interested in developing workforce housing units in the Township. He noted that this will be a fluid document that will be reviewed and adopted each year by the Board of Supervisors. 

Supervisor Hameister asked how this manual pertains to federal affordable housing programs. Ms. Liggett explained that this manual only applies to owner-occupied housing that is targeted toward families earning between $35,000 and $74,000 per year and therefore will not apply to rental units developed under federal programs.


Supervisor Lee felt that the workforce housing should be the same inside and out and that the manual should include information on pricing and how to qualify buyers.


Chairman Graham and Supervisor Lee both agreed that workforce housing should be a revenue-neutral program for the Township, meaning the taxpayers would not have to contribute toward the cost of administering it.


Mr. Wainright than discussed the model stream buffer ordinance. The Planning Commission began work on the model ordinance in the fall. To date, they have agreed that the ordinance’s requirements should be triggered by subdivision and land development, not by the need for a building permit. He noted that the Planning Commission would like to have their work on this item concluded in the first six months of the year.

Mr. Wainright briefly discussed the remaining items on the Planning Commission’s work plan, including parking in the village, the cultural district regulations and a demolition delay ordinance for historic structures, before presenting details on design for community.


He presented a power point to the Board that explained the process the Planning Commission used to define what design for community is and how it can be applied in the Township. He noted that the Planning Commission has chosen to focus on the following elements of neighborhood design: a neighborhood gathering point, complete streets, walking/bike paths, pedestrian/neighborhood scale and interconnectivity. Ms. Liggett completed a matrix of every zoning district in the Township, noting where these items are allowed and where opportunity exists to include them in the regulations. She also completed a strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats analysis for the Township. The Planning Commission will use these tools to begin considering where these elements should be included.


Supervisor Wilson asked if interconnectivity meant vehicular access or if it included bicycle and pedestrian paths. Mr. Wainright said it could mean all three. Supervisor Wilson said it would be nice if there was an opportunity to create a bicycle/pedestrian path from Willowbrook to the village. 

Supervisor Lee said he felt that historic features, open space with distinct geographic features and neighborhood commercial uses should also be considered as part of design for community. He said that shared common open space should not have roads around or through it. 


After reviewing the Planning Commission’s 2009 Work Plan, the Board indicated by consensus that they agreed with the priorities. They asked the Planning Commission to return in early summer to provide an update on their progress.
Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee


Chairman Bruce Lord presented the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee’s 2009 Work Plan to the Board. He presented a power point on the proposed open space preservation program, noting the survey results from early fall that indicated a desire to raise property taxes to preserve open space. 

The Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee is recommending that the Board move forward with a referendum on the open space preservation program. The referendum would allow voters to have the say on if (and how much) taxes are increased to preserve land. Chairman Lord noted that the Board should consider the creation of an Ad Hoc Open Space Committee to begin discussions with public groups, neighborhood associations, the Planning Commission, the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee and the Shade Tree Commission about the open space preservation program and which lands should be targeted for preservation. The committee would also be tasked with helping with the public education effort about the referendum.


The Board indicated they were in favor of the creation of such a committee. The Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee will present a list of potential candidates for the committee to the Board at their March meeting.
Shade Tree Commission


Chairman Greg Roth presented the Shade Tree Commission’s 2009 Work Plan. He noted that the Commission will be focusing on a planting project along Warner Boulevard. The Commission will also continue its outreach work on tree-related matters.

Supervisor Hameister asked who was responsible for removing dead trees along Brush Valley Road. Chairman Roth noted that if there are dead trees along the stretch of Brush Valley Road owned by the Township, then the Township must remove them. He said that in the past several residents in the area have assisted with removals. The Township is very grateful to these residents for their help.


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:00 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted,

 
Amy Farkas
Township Manager
