



HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Regular Meeting Minutes

May 8, 2008

Board Members in Attendance:
Christopher Lee, Chairman






Nigel Wilson






Dennis Hameister






Cliff Warner

Absent:



Vice-Chairman Graham
Staff in Attendance:


Amy Farkas, Township Manager






Todd Shea, Zoning/Ord. Enforcement Officer






D.J. Liggett, CRPA Sr. Planner






Suzanne Shirvani, Administrative Secretary

Public in Attendance:

Dave Peck, Uni Tec Engineering






Tom Songer, Torron Group






Barry Begoumian, Sunrise Homes






Mark Torretti, PennTerra Engineering






Al Jones, Attorney

A CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Lee called the Harris Township Board of Supervisors May 8th regular meeting to order at 12:00 PM.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:






Supervisor Warner moved to approve the 





minutes of the April 14, 2008 regular meeting.  





Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion.  The 





motion passed unanimously.  

CITIZEN COMMENTS:

1.  Tom Songer, Torron Group, brought up the issue of Springfield Commons unit 30.  He said he has been working with staff to try and address the issue.  He said the unit was built over the buildable area.  The person living in unit 30 cannot close until the issue has been resolved.  Mr. Songer asked the Board if they would consider adding this item to their agenda.  

Chairman Lee asked why this was not able to be on the agenda.  Ms. Farkas said the plans were submitted on April 21st and there were 16 major and minor review comments that needed to be addressed.  She said that no water and sewer lines were shown on the plan, and there was no indication of what has been built and was yet to be built.  Staff received a revised plan the day before but did not have time to review it.  She said the Township maintained open communication with Mr. Songer to address the issue and she added that the Township would be happy to discuss this at their May 28th meeting.  Staff had fully expected this issue to be on the agenda and she said they were under the impression that they would receive from the developer’s engineer a revised final plan.  This was not the case.  Staff did not have the information they needed for a review.  Supervisor Wilson and Supervisor Warner agreed that this should not be discussed as Staff did not have sufficient time to review the plans.  
Mark Torretti, PennTerra Engineering, said they are proposing to revise the buildable area lines by adjusting them by 8 inches.  Mr. Torretti asked that the BOS direct the Zoning Officer to review lot plans related to the condominium for Centre County concurrently with the land development plan.  Mr. Shea indicated that was not possible.   
The Board unanimously agreed not to consider this issue for the agenda.  
TOWNSHIP BUSINESS:


A.
BENJAMIN HEIGHTS PRELIMINARY SUBDIVISION PLAN:

Mr. Shea said Uni Tec Consulting Engineers submitted a subdivision plan on December 11, 2007, for the creation of five lots on the property just uphill from Springfield Commons.  The Board tabled action on the plan at its last meeting and approved the planning module, which was sent by the applicant to DEP for action.  He said the previous day Staff received documentation from DEP that the planning module has been approved.    
Mr. Shea said in the interim, staff has completed an additional review of the plan which showed that most of the previous comments had not been addressed; additionally, some new stormwater management comments were generated.  Township Engineer Don Franson reviewed a revised plan and has determined that the stormwater comments have been addressed.  
Mr. Shea said most of the outstanding items are signatures, but a few of the comments are more substantial.  An important comment involves the easement agreement with Springfield Commons for the stormwater facility location.  The Township Solicitor has reviewed a draft agreement and provided comments that the applicant is asked to address.  

Mr. Shea said there is a waiver request for Chapter 11, Article IV, Section 2.13.4, which applies to intersections of streets accessing a local or a collector street, and the width required.  The proposed intersection is less than the 300 feet that is required.  He said the Township Engineer does not have any objections on granting the waiver.  The intersection of the proposed street is approximately 240 feet from the intersection with West Drive.  
Ms. Liggett said the only outstanding item that remains from her review is in regards to the easement for the stormwater detention basin proposed for the adjacent GTW property.  She said it must be submitted to the Solicitor for review.  
Mr. Shea said the remaining outstanding items from Mr. Franson’s review was that the stormwater easements are to be a minimum of 20’ wide and are to be accessible to vehicles.  The easement to basin one is not vehicle accessible.  Also his comment says that proof of review and approval of the erosion and sedimentation control plan by the Centre County Conservation District has to be provided.  The other comments from Mr. Franson involved signatures.  





Supervisor Wilson moved to approve the waiver 





request of Chapter 11, Article IV, Section 2.13.4, 





allowing the access to a collector street be 240’.  





Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion.  It 





was approved unanimously.  





Supervisor Warner moved to approve the 





Benjamin Heights Preliminary Subdivision Plan 





contingent upon satisfactorily addressing the 





outstanding comments from the April 29th letter 





of the Zoning Officer, May 1st letter of the 





Township Engineer and April 28th letter of the 





Senior Planner, and satisfactorily addressing the 





comments from the Township Solicitor on the 





easement agreement.  Supervisor Wilson 






seconded the motion.  It was approved 






unanimously.  

B.
RESOLUTION 08-08: ESTABLISHING FEES FOR THE ON LOT 


SEWAGE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM:

Ms. Farkas said as the new on lot sewage management program begins, the Centre Region Code Agency has asked each municipality to amend its fee resolution to include the correct amounts for the various aspects of the program.  When the fee resolution was adopted in January, the rates for the program had not been set.  

Supervisor Hameister asked Ms. Liggett to clarify what the cost will be for homeowners to have their on lot septic tanks inspected.  Ms. Liggett said the Code Office will send out notification letters to residents participating in this program once every six years.  It will instruct the homeowner to have their septic system pumped then an inspector will perform the inspection.  An invoice of $75 will be mailed to the participant, and the cost to the Code Office will be $150.  The remaining $75 will be paid by the Township.  





Supervisor Warner moved to approve 






Resolution 08-08, establishing fees for the on lot 





sewage management program.  Supervisor 





Wilson seconded the motion.  It was approved 





unanimously.  


C.
REQUEST TO CLOSE RAMSEY WAY:

Ms. Farkas said the Huntridge Manor Homeowner’s Association will hold their annual community picnic on June 14th from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM.  They have requested permission to close Ramsey Way for their event.  





Supervisor Wilson moved to approve the closure 





of Ramsey Way on June 14th from 4:00 PM to 





7:00 PM for the annual Huntridge Manor 





Community Picnic.  Supervisor Warner 






seconded the motion.  The motion passed 






unanimously.  

D.
REQUEST TO CLOSE ACADEMY STREET:

Ms. Farkas said the Boalsburg Village Artisans have submitted a request to close a portion of North Academy Street from East Main Street to the alley for various events.  The dates are as follows:

· June 14th, 8:00 AM to 6:00 PM – Arts and Other

· July 12th, 7:00 AM to 7:00 PM – 2nd Annual Arts Feast

· August 2nd, 8:00 AM to 6:00 PM – 2nd Annual Arts and Antiques in August





Supervisor Hameister moved to close North 





Academy Street from East Main Street to the 





alley on June 14th from 8:00 AM to 6:00 PM, 





July 12th from 7:00 AM to 7:00 PM and August 





2nd from 8:00 AM to 6:00 PM.   Supervisor 





Warner seconded the motion.  It was approved 





unanimously.  

E.
2008-2009 PROPOSED CATA BUDGET:
Ms. Farkas said at its April meeting, the General Forum referred the proposed 2008-2009 CATA budget to the municipalities for review and comment.  The budget projects an operating share for the Township of $20,374 and a capital share of $3,028.  She added that the operating share is slightly less than what the Township is currently paying.  
Supervisor Hameister asked if there was an increase in service.  Chairman Lee said there was not an increase in the Boalsburg run and therefore a decrease in the cost.  Supervisor Hameister asked if the increased in ridership will increase the service.  

F.
COG COMMITTEE RESTRUCTURING:

Chairman Lee said the COG Executive Committee has been tasked with determining how the COG committee structure should be changed.  Jim Steff, COG Executive Director, outlined two options for proceeding.  The first option would be to implement a strategic planning process.  This option would serve to identify COG’s future goals and the organizational structure most conducive to attaining those goals.   The second suggestion was to develop a proposal.  This option is to discuss the General Forum’s request and, based on the conclusions of that dialogue, draft a recommendation for the General Forum and the municipalities to consider.  Chairman Lee said he would be comfortable with the second option of developing a proposal.  
The Board reviewed a proposal that would reorganize the COG committee’s and split some duties between committees. 

Supervisor Hameister said the Public Services Committee will meet on May 19th and discussion on this issue will be included on their agenda.  Each member was asked to note their comments in writing so that it may be forwarded to the Executive Committee.  He passed out to the other Board members a copy of his comments.  He noted in his comments that he thought the first option of strategic planning would be useful.  He reviewed them for the Board.
Supervisor Warner said the Ad Hoc Parks and Recreation Committee has been a committee for seven years.  He said it is very difficult acquiring funding as an ad hoc committee.  He said they should become a permanent committee and given the authority to handle capital improvements.  
Chairman Lee said he would not be opposed to a capital committee being able to give a capital budget for planning ahead.  He said it could be under the Finance Committee or a new capital budget committee.  

Supervisor Wilson said the Personnel Committee as described by Mr. Steff was acceptable.  He suggested that some of the responsibilities for the Public Services Committee could be divided out, or perhaps splitting Public Safety and Public Services.  

Chairman Lee said Mr. Steff described the Regional Planning and Environmental Committees as being involved for proposing recommendations relating to transportation, housing, sewer, water, comprehensive planning and other environmental matters.  He agreed with this description.  He added that uses of transportation affect the environmental structure and land use and community.  He was glad the correlation between the issues has been recognized.  
The Board asked Ms. Farkas to forward their comments to the Executive Committee.  


G.
SCHLOW CENTRE REGION LIBRARY BOARD 




REPRESENTATION:
Ms. Farkas said representation on the library board has been an issue since Halfmoon Township formally adopted the joint articles of agreement for the library this year.  By formally becoming a member of the library, they became entitled to a seat on the library board.  This move put Ferguson Township’s second library board seat in jeopardy, as they are not a member of the library.  

She said Ferguson Township has put forth the following proposal to resolve this issue:

“Ferguson Township will become a signatory to the Schlow Centre Region Library Joint Articles of Agreement conditioned upon amending the joint articles of agreement dated xxxxxx to require the participating municipal partners approving the Schlow Centre Region Library budget by unanimous vote.  A unit vote may be requested by any of the participating municipal members.  Further, Ferguson Township will receive two permanent memberships to the Schlow Centre Region Library Board.”

She said this will only apply to the library budget and not to any other budget within the COG.   

Supervisor Wilson feels that if Ferguson Township wants to have a second permanent seat then they should sign the articles of agreement as is.  Chairman Lee said by requesting a change in requiring the votes to be unanimous, they are guaranteeing themselves that they will not be stuck committing to something financially that they don’t agree with.  Supervisor Wilson said this would give them veto power and that he disagrees with Ferguson Township’s proposal completely.   

Ms. Farkas said Ferguson Township is entitled to one seat under the law if they contribute 15 percent or more of the budget.  She said they contribute 27 percent and if they pull out altogether it could be very burdensome to the other municipalities.  

It was the general consensus of the Board not to agree with Ferguson Township’s proposal.  


H.
BOALSBURG FIRE COMPANY REQUEST TO USE FIRE POLICE:
Ms. Farkas said the Boalsburg Fire Company is requesting the authorization to use the Alpha, Centre Hall and Port Matilda Fire Police to assist with traffic control at the Fire Company Parade and the People’s Choice Arts Festival.  The Fire Company would also like to have approval to use the members of the Centre County Fire Police Association as needed for additional assistance at these events.  





Supervisor Hameister moved to approve the use 





of the Alpha, Centre Hall and Port Matilda Fire 





Police for traffic for the Fire Company Parade 





and the People’s Choice Arts Festival, and the 





use of the Centre county Fire Police Association 





as needed for additional assistance.  Supervisor 





Warner seconded the motion.  It was approved 





unanimously.  

I.
OTHER BUSINESS:
Ms. Farkas discussed an issue that will be considered at next week PSATS convention. Pennsylvania's statewide management association has recognized a need to have legislation passed that would change the respective municipal codes to permit townships and boroughs to enter into employment agreements with managers. 

 

The Chester and Montgomery County Township Associations proposed a resolution that would urge PSATS to seek such legislation. PSATS Resolution Committee had declined to support the resolution, as they felt this legislation would drastically alter the at will status of Pennsylvania's employees.

 

Ms. Farkas said that while the managers understand the concern, the association continues to be worried about protecting professional managers under the law. Currently, managers have little protection under the law, though many do have agreements with their respective boards. 

 

Ms. Farkas said the Chester and Montgomery County delegates are planning a challenge from the floor to the opposition to the resolution. She had contacted Supervisor Hameister last week to seek his support to this challenge, as he is the voting delegate for the Township. General discussion about the request ensued.

 

Chairman Lee cautioned Supervisor Hameister to use his judgment. While he understood the need to protect a manager's rights, he also feared losing the ability to remove a manager should there be a serious issue.

 

Supervisor Warner moved to support the resolution asking PSATS to seek legislation that would permit townships to enter into employment agreements with professional managers. Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion. It was approved unanimously.






Supervisor Warner moved to support the 






challenge.  Supervisor Hameister seconded the 





motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

MANAGER’S REPORT:

Ms. Farkas said that Blue Spring Park Day is scheduled for May 31st from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM.  She said there is new equipment that will be set up at the playground.  There is also new playground equipment in Kaywood Park.  

She made note that the bridge in Oak Hall will be weight limited beginning on May 9th.  Overweight traffic will be diverted to Linden Hall.  She said residents of Linden Hall were notified by email and also letters on behalf of College Township were sent out.  

Chairman Lee inquired about the conference call with Comcast and asked what the outcome of a possible public access channel was. Ms. Farkas said the franchise agreement and the master regulatory ordinance leave the door open for public access, but without a viable group to run a public access channel, the CACC chose not to pursue a public access channel at this time.  He asked Ms. Farkas to pass on to the committee his concerns about this issue.  
APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS:

There were no vouchers to approve.  

COG COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Executive Committee:

Chairman Lee said a report on the Executive Committee was included in the COG report. 
Personnel Committee:

Supervisor Wilson left the meeting early and was not present to give a report. 

Finance Committee:

Vice-Chairman Graham was not present to give a report. 

Public Services Committee:

Supervisor Hameister said the Public Services Committee discussed the beneficial reuse project.  They also discussed the emergency management position proposal.  
Spring Creek Watershed Commission:

Supervisor Hameister said the Spring Creek Watershed Commission will be meeting on May 21st and they will discuss the state water plan.  
Transportation Committee/MPO:

Chairman Lee said a report on the Transportation Committee was included in the COG packet.  He said a motion was passed by the MPO that requested PennDOT to treat the Linden Hall bridge in a context sensitive manner as it is replaced.  
Code Committee:

Supervisor Warner said the Code Committee did not meet yet. 

Ad Hoc Regional Parks & Recreation Committee:

Supervisor Warner said the Ad Hoc Committee did not meet yet.  
Ad Hoc Stream Buffer Committee:

Supervisor Hameister said the draft ordinance will be on the agenda for the General Forum on May 27th.  
ADJOURNMENT:






Supervisor Warner moved to adjourn the 






meeting.  Chairman Lee called the meeting 





adjourned at 1:17 PM.  

Respectfully Submitted,
Amy Farkas,

Township Secretary
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