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CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Lee called the Harris Township Board of Supervisors March 26th, 2008 meeting to order at 4:03 PM.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:







Supervisor Warner moved to approve the 





minutes of the January 23, 2008 meeting, 






February 11, 2008 meeting, and the 






February 25, 2008 special meeting.  






Supervisor Hameister seconded the 






motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  
CITIZEN COMMENTS:

There were none.  
TOWNSHIP BUSINESS:


A. BOALSBURG FIRE COMPANY 2007 REVIEW

Chief Chris Dry gave the Board an overview of the Fire Company’s call volume and their activities in 2007.  He gave the Board a packet that defined the areas the Fire Company services, including some of College Township.  He also briefed the Board on their response time, which was approximately five minutes until they were out the door.  He said the Fire Company ran 88 calls in Harris Township and 16 calls in College Township during 2007.  He said the requirements are for ten people to be on scene within ten minutes. Chief Dry said the Fire Company meets those requirements, and are usually on scene within 8.5 minutes in areas that are closest to town. 
Chief Dry briefly discussed the Fire Companies finances.  He said they will be updating their equipment soon and in 2009 they will purchase a new engine.  Supervisor Hameister inquired what percentage of the municipal taxes goes to the Fire Company.  Ms. Farkas said the Township collects 1.3 mills on behalf of the Fire Co. which funds the building costs and other operating costs.  She said the Township also pays for workers compensation insurance, their vehicle insurance and for fuel.   
Chief Dry said in late spring or early summer the Fire Company will hold a membership drive.  He said for more information for those interested in volunteering, someone is always available at the fire hall, at 113 East Pine Street, every Tuesday night.   

B. ROCKEY FARM SKETCH PLAN:

Ms. Farkas said Olga Levi, the owner of the Rockey Farm, has submitted a sketch plan to the Township outlining her ideas for the property.  The property is 119.6 acres, is located in the sewer service area and is zoned agricultural.  
In discussions with staff, Ms. Levi has indicated her desire to develop the property under the agricultural zoning district with some slight modifications.  The zoning would have to be amended to allow a reduction of the open space requirement from 50 percent to 30 percent, which would result in a density of up to 2 units per acre.  

Ms. Farkas said staff has met with Ms. Levi on her concept plan for several months to work out the parameters of her request.  Because the change would only apply to agriculturally zoned properties within the sewer service area, staff is supportive of the request.  

Ms. Farkas pointed out that the sketch plan shows how the property would be developed if the zoning amendment were granted.  Ms. Levi is proposing a mix of lot sizes, ranging from .25 acres to .5 acres, with the average size being .35 acres.  Ms. Levi has been working with the Centre County Land Trust and is proposing that 15 percent of the housing stock will be devoted to workforce/young professional housing.  A community center, which could house a day care center or coffee shop, is also proposed.  A total of 175 lots are proposed.  

In addition to being reviewed and acted on locally, Ms. Farkas said the zoning amendment will have to be reviewed regionally as a development of regional impact.  The General Forum will next review developments of regional impact at its September meeting.  Harris Township will have to formally endorse this project by June to allow time for the regional process.  

Ms. Farkas reported that the Planning Commission reviewed the sketch plan at their February meeting and began considering a draft amendment to the rural clustering regulations.  She said the Planning Commission will continue their discussions at their April meeting.  They are considering how to handle the commercial component and are also discussing if it is appropriate to include some type of incentive for a developer to provide workforce housing.  It is anticipated that this draft amendment will be referred to the Board for action at its May meeting.  

John Sepp, PennTerra Engineering, said the developer has proposed a plan that preserves 30 percent of open space.  He said there is a buffer along the side of Aspen Heights and the entrance point to the development was designed to discourage cut through traffic.  He added that the existing barn will be preserved.  He said construction will happen in multiple phases though it is not known at this time how the phasing will be done as this plan is only conceptual.  
Vice-Chairman Graham expressed a few concerns.  He feels that making an amendment that allows preserving only 30 percent of open space instead of 50 percent is too much.  He thinks that it will be a good development but said at this time he will not support a change that allows for only 30 percent of open space.  Supervisor Warner said he agrees with Vice-Chairman Graham.  
Supervisor Wilson said he is open to considering the amendment.  He pointed out that the proposed development is included in the growth boundary and in the sewer service area.  

Mr. Shea pointed out to the Board that another option for the developer would be to request that the property be rezoned to R1.  That would allow for a much higher density and the developer would not be required to have any open space, only parkland.  He said the Board will have less reason to deny that request, and suggested that it would be better for all parties involved to allow for the amendment to decrease the amount of required open space.  

Vice-Chairman Graham indicated that he might support something less drastic, such as reducing the open space to 40 or 45 percent.  Chairman Lee indicated that he would support the amendment as proposed and said he likes the design of the development and wants to encourage it.  Supervisor Hameister and Supervisor Wilson agreed with Chairman Lee. 

Ms. Liggett asked the Board to consider residential development for future population.  She pointed out that there are only a few parcels left for development that are included in the sewer service area.  She said the Township should maximize the density in an area such as this.  
Mr. Sepp calculated that if the developer had requested to rezone the lot to R1, the requirement of open space would be reduced from 30+ acres to just 10 acres of parkland.  Chairman Lee asked that a note be attached to the plan about the Land Trust and workforce housing.  

Mr. Shea said in the land development ordinance there are stipulations as to what uses are permitted in the open space.  The Board of Supervisors can choose parkland as their highest priority for the open space on the property.    
The Board did not take any action on the plan as it was presented for discussion purposes only.  

C. BENJAMIN HEIGHTS PRELIMINARY SUBDIVISION PLAN AND 
 
    SEWAGE FACILITIES PLANNING MODULE:

Mr. Shea said Uni Tec Consulting Engineers submitted a preliminary subdivision plan on December 11, 2007, for the 9+ acre lot south of Springfield Commons being developed by the Torron Group.  

He said the plan proposes five building lots using public water and on-site septic systems.  A single cul-de-sac road is proposed that would be dedicated to the Township.  The Harris Township Planning Commission reviewed the plan at their February and March meetings and recommended approval contingent upon satisfactory completion of all review comments.  Senior Planner D.J. Liggett has indicated that all deficiencies related to the planning module have been addressed, so the Board can act on the planning module by adopting the resolution for such.  
Ms. Farkas said a short list of deficiencies remains for the plan that includes mostly signatures.  A major item involves an agreement with the neighboring Springfield Commons development for the placement of a stormwater facility (underground) on the property.  This agreement would be reviewed by the Township Solicitor to see if (1) such can be done given Springfield Commons is a PRD, and (2) if all parties are protected if a stormwater facility for one property is located on another.  





Vice-Chairman Graham moved to approve 





Resolution 08-04, amending the Harris 






Township Sewage Facilities Plan.  Supervisor 





Warner seconded the motion.  The motion 





passed unanimously.  

Mr. Franson hesitated to recommend approval of the plan at this time stating that it was questionable if the developer would be able to obtain the necessary easement for the detention facility.  Vice-Chairman Graham asked why the developer wouldn’t be able to get the necessary easement.  Mr. Shea said considering the fact that it is a PRD and it is a condo association and there is commonly and privately owned land, staff is unsure if it would be possible and said this question would have to be deferred to the Township Solicitor.  
Supervisor Hameister brought up the issue with lot 2 and 3.  He inquired if there was a setback issue to be dealt with in respect to the drain field location.  Ms. Liggett said the drain field is located entirely on one lot while the alternate is located partially on the adjacent lot.  She said it is recommended that the developer obtain an easement to access that portion of the other lot.  
Chairman Lee inquired about Ms. Liggett’s comments in her review letter regarding the issue of steep slopes.  He asked if there has been resolution to that or if it still needed to be addressed.  In her review letter, Ms. Liggett said that it appeared that the building footprint is overlapping the area of steep slopes on the lot.  She also made note in her comments that Judith Lane encroaches into an area of steep slopes on the lot.  

Dave Peck, Uni Tec Consulting Engineers, addressed Ms. Liggett’s comment of building overlapping steep slopes.  He said there was a discrepancy in the method used to establish their setback for lot number 2.  He said the issue has been resolved and Ms. Liggett agreed.   In regards to her comment about the proposed road, Mr. Peck said they reviewed this extensively with the Planning Commission.  At that meeting he demonstrated how they have proposed the center line road profile to meet the existing grades with nothing more than a 10 percent grade.  He added that more towards the right of way there will be cuts and fills but the layout was created with the intention of minimizing the area of disturbance.  There is approximately two acres of disturbance to put the entire road and drainage system in.  He said a few notes to be added to the plan include conditions that landscaping and home placement will be taken care of for an individual lot development when it begins construction, in order to protect the steep slopes.   
Mr. Peck said the streets will not have curbs but they will have swales.  There will be a sidewalk along one side of the road.  Ms. Liggett said if a revised plan is submitted and it reflects what Mr. Peck has described, then her comments have been resolved.  
Mr. Peck said in regards to Mr. Franson’s review comment about soils testing still needing to be submitted to verify that infiltration can be performed, the developer has done some preliminary work and does have a lab scheduled.  They will be out on Monday to do the testing.  It should be resolved by the following week.  

Mr. Peck pointed out that the reason they will try to obtain an easement for the stormwater detention facility is because the runoff flows down a natural swale and the slope ends partially on their lot and partially on the adjacent lot.  He said the on-lot system will probably be situated on lot 3, but because of the setback requirements, it will extend onto the other lot also requiring the easement.  
Mr. Peck said he could provide a written letter granting a time extension if the Board chooses to table the matter.   He said he would submit the revised drawings before the Board’s next meeting.  





Supervisor Hameister moved to table the 






Benjamin Heights Preliminary Subdivision Plan 





contingent upon a letter granting a time 






extension from the developer.  Chairman Lee 





seconded the motion.  The motion carried 






unanimously.   

D. HAWK RIDGE PRELIMINARY SUBDIVISION PLAN:

Ms. Farkas said that action was tabled on this item last month to allow for more discussion on the parkland issue and to allow more time for the developer to add a second stormwater detention basin to the property.  The time extension for this plan runs out at the end of April, meaning the Board could table action until the April meeting to allow for addition discussion on this plan.  

In late 2006, a subdivision plan was submitted by Galen Dreibelbis and PennTerra Engineering for the subdivision of the Weaver property at the terminus of South Academy Street.  After last month’s meeting, the following items remained outstanding: parkland, sight distance concerns at Main and Academy Streets and stormwater.  
Parkland:  Ms. Farkas said both the Planning Commission and the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee have reviewed the proposed parkland being offered by the developer.  It included land that is subject to a private access easement and that has an 8 foot swale running through it.  Both the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee and the Planning Commission found this land to be unsuitable.  

Ms. Farkas said the Planning Commission voted unanimously at their March meeting to accept the developer’s verbal offer of a $27,000 fee in lieu payment. 

She said the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee held a lengthy discussion on the parkland requirement for the Hawk Ridge property at their March meeting.  They feel strongly that there is a need for parkland in the Academy Street area, as the future residents of Hawk Ridge, Springfield Commons and Benjamin Heights do not have convenient access to any of the Township’s six parks.  The Committee does not recommend acceptance of the fee in lieu option.  That being said, they are forwarding the following recommendation to the Board of Supervisors: 
To facilitate the Township’s objective of acquiring access to the public lands at the top of Academy Street, the Harris Township Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee recommends that access be provided from the southern border of Phase I of the Hawk Ridge development and extend through to the southern border of the future Phase II section of Hawk Ridge.  This land must be free and clear of private easements, drainage ways, swales and other natural features that would preclude the land from being suitable for public recreation activities.  If the developer is not willing to donate said land, the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee respectfully recommends that any subsequent offer of parkland meet all of the requirements stipulated in the parkland ordinance, including, but not limited to, access to public water, sewer, electric and access to a public road.  

Ms. Farkas clarified that the Township had proposed an agreement with the developer that would allow for land for a trail to be laid out for Phase I and II when Phase II was developed, in order to create a solution that is amicable to both the Township and the developer.  The developer rejected this.  Mr. Dreibelbis pointed out that the trail that is proposed to Rothrock leads to four people’s private properties.  
Mr. Dreibelbis formally offered fee in lieu of parkland.  He said if the Board would choose to reject the fee in lieu then he will offer lot 3 as parkland and said he feels that it meets all the criteria of parkland.  
Mr. Shea reminded the Board that they are being offered parkland at a public meeting and the offer still has to be reviewed by the Planning Commission and the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee.  Ms. Farkas said lot 3 would give parkland for the neighborhood but would not serve as access to Rothrock.  
Vice-Chairman Graham inquired as to what Phase II would look like and why it would prevent the developer from offering adequate parkland.  Mr. Dreibelbis said they could not come to an agreement about land that is not yet before the Board for review.  General discussion ensued on the creation of a legal document outlining a possible agreement between the developer and the Township on acquiring parkland when Phase II begins construction.  Mr. Dreibelbis suggested that they could hold the .55 acres of required parkland for Phase I until Phase II began constructions.  Chairman Lee asked that the construction of the document be handled by Staff, and not at a meeting without time to deliberate.  Ms. Farkas stated the possible elements of an agreement would stipulate that the .55 acres required for Phase I would be laid out with Phase II in addition to the 50 percent open space.  It would be a legal document that would be drawn up between the Township and Mr. Dreibelbis and would be signed, executed, and recorded with the plan.  Ms. Farkas said she will have the Township Solicitor draft something for Mr. Dreibelbis to review.  She said she will discuss with the Solicitor what stipulations should be included in the agreement if the second phase does not develop.  She added that if Phase II does not happen and the Township ends up with fee in lieu, then potentially that money could be used to obtain the necessary easements to acquire access for a linear trail.  

Cathy Flood, of the Boalsburg Alliance, expressed a few concerns.  She said the developer knows what the Township wants to see as parkland and has offered many inadequate pieces of land that will not meet the criteria for such.  She said the developer also knows what is required according to Township ordinance yet still he has not come through.  She said if an agreement is reached between the Township and the developer, the developer will most likely fall back on the fee in lieu because he has not cooperated thus far with what the township and residents have desired, and probably won’t in the future.  She asked Mr. Weaver if he would be willing to work with the Township to continue a linear trail.  
Mr. Weaver declined to comment.  He said he has made clear his comments in previous meetings.  

Jacki Rutter, Academy Street resident, pointed out that the Board has expressed much concern with long term planning.  She said all along the developer has expressed a desire to offer fee in lieu.  She expressed concern that when Phase II comes into play, perhaps the open space requirements will have been reduced, especially considering the amendment the Board is reviewing in the Agricultural zoning district.  She feels that if the Township ends up with fee in lieu, they may not be able to use it in Phase II.  She stated that she feels the Township should require parkland that meets all the criteria as stipulated in the ordinance, and nothing short of that.  She suggested that the Board not accept fee in lieu.  
Bruce Lord, Chairman of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee, reiterated that it is everyone’s highest priority to see a linear trail.  He said the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee were not very interested in accepting fee in lieu because it would not allow for a connection for a trail.  He said the Committee would allow for a smaller piece of land, and forego many of the requirements as stipulated in the ordinance, if the developer would offer a strip of land that would meet the Township’s request for a future linear trail.  Short of that, he said the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee would recommend to the Board of Supervisors that they request parkland that meets the requirements exactly and reject the fee in lieu option.  
A lengthy discussion on the parkland issue ensued.  The Board debated the merits of accepting a fee in lieu, requiring parkland, or executing an agreement with the developer.  By general consensus, the Board thought the agreement was the best option.  
Traffic: Ms. Farkas said Rob Watts, the Township’s traffic engineer, was present to outline how a four way stop at the intersection of Main and Academy Streets would look.  

She said the Township approached the developer and asked him to contribute to the cost of a speed study on Main Street, bulbouts, street markings and appropriate signage for the intersection.  The developer has indicated he is only willing to install the signage and the street markings.  

Ms. Farkas said it should be noted that the Board does not necessarily have to decide on the four way stop now.  She said from the standpoint of the plan, the traffic issues have been mitigated by the developer.  If the Board chooses not to decide on this matter, a condition should be added to the plan stating that the developer will contribute to the cost of the signage and the street markings at this intersection.  
Ms. Farkas noted that she spoke with Mr. Sepp about the possibility of entering into a road maintenance/hauling agreement.  Though the developer is not legally required to and the Township cannot force him to, the developer has agreed to enter into such an agreement.  The agreement will stipulate the specific dates when hauling construction materials would be prohibited (during the spring thaw).  As part of the agreement, the developer would post surety to cover the road should it be damaged by the hauling activity.  The surety posted will be over and above the approximately $12,500 per mile the Township is able to collect from a road bond under our current hauling ordinance.  Mr. Dreibelbis agreed to the terms of the hauling agreement and the surety issue.  
Mr. Watts said that he spoke with a contractor for PennDOT’s technical assistance program and said they came to the conclusion he did, which is that installing the four way stop sign is the most practical solution.  He said the Township Solicitor also agreed that it seemed to be the most practical solution.  
Mr. Watts said this option would include adding two new stop signs on Main Street.  He said they would reinforce those stop signs with stop bars to indicate where the vehicles should stop, which is necessary so that they can be seen from all approaches.  The stop bars are painted bars about 18 inches wide.  He added that ‘Stop Ahead’ signs would be installed at least 125 feet from the stop sign.  He said it would also require that no parking be permitted within 30 feet of the stop sign.  
Mr. Watts said another option would require the removal of about eight parking spaces and several trees.  The last option would be to install additional bulbouts which would require the removal of about four or five parking spaces.  
Vice-Chairman Graham said he preferred to delay installing a four way stop to have another traffic study done when the development is constructed.  Chairman Lee asked that a comment stipulating this be added to the plan.  
Tom McNichol, Harris Township resident, asked if a noise study would take place if the Township chose to install a four way stop sign.  Ms. Farkas said the Township does not have a noise ordinance and would not be able to enforce it.  Mr. Watts said a noise study would not be necessary for a residential area.  They are typically performed for highways.  
Stormwater: Don Franson, Township Engineer, said the developer had requested two stormwater waivers.  The need for the first waiver has been eliminated as the developer added a second detention basin to the project.  Mr. Franson feels that the basin adequately addresses the stormwater concerns, as the post development stormwater flows will be less than the predevelopment flows along Academy Street.  Supervisor Hameister asked if the size of this basin was adequate to handle the rest of the development.  Mr. Franson said this basin is just to reduce the water going down Academy Street.   
Mr. Franson said the second is a request for a stormwater recharge waiver.  The ordinance requires that one half inch of all the rainfall from impervious areas be recharged back into the ground.  In areas where the soils cannot infiltrate as required, the developer will put an inch of water into the basin where there is an under drain system that allows it to slowly percolate through as topsoil and then will come out the pipe at a very slow rate.  He said the quality of the water is increased when it percolates through the topsoil.  He said the Board would be waiving the requirement that the water has to go through the ground.  He said there is no way for the developer to do this without the waiver.  If the site can’t naturally recharge the water, a waiver has to be granted.  
Mr. Sepp clarified that this section of the stormwater ordinance is for the purpose of recharging ground water and water quality.  He said it has nothing to do with flow rates.  What the ordinance serves to do is it tries to get water back into the ground to recharge it and make sure the stormwater that leaves the basin is purified by putting it through the layer of topsoil and that serves to purify it.  

Chairman Lee said he would be inclined to grant the waiver.  Ms. Farkas made note that the Board has granted this waiver in the past.  

Ms. Farkas said there is one more issue to look into.  Several of the property owners along the private portion of Academy Street have concerns that the Emma Court connection is not being made on the public portion of the road.  
Mr. Sepp said the developer’s surveyor determined that they would be tying into a public right of way.  He said the surveyor concluded this because he could not find any public records saying that this portion of the road was included in a private right of way.  Mr. Sepp said Mr. Weaver’s deed goes to the center line of Academy Street, and the deed owned by Mr. Hay goes to the edge of the Academy Street right of way.  He said in both deeds there is no reference to a public street or where it ends.  He said there is also evidence in the liquid fuels reimbursement.  The Township gets reimbursement from PennDOT for maintenance of streets and liquid fuels reimbursement happens to end exactly where the surveyor has determined the right of way ends.  
Don Musser, Harris Township resident, shared concerns that half of the right of way belongs to Mr. Hay, and there are private easements over that portion of the road.  
Mr. Sepp said the developer will research this issue further.  

Diane Farr, Harris Township resident, shared concerns that damage could be done to historic homes on Academy Street during the construction period, due to the large construction vehicles that will be traveling back and forth on Academy Street.  She also said the road is very narrow, only 16 feet across at certain points.  She asked that the Township find a way to mitigate this issue to protect the houses.  






Supervisor Warner moved to table the Hawk 





Ridge Preliminary Subdivision Plan to the next 





meeting.  Supervisor Wilson seconded the 





motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  

E. PROPOSED ORDINANCE 277: RIDGE OVERLAY DISTRICT:

Ms. Farkas noted that the Planning Commission, with assistance from Centre Region Senior Planner D.J. Liggett, crafted this ordinance that aims to protect the Tussey and Nittany Mountain ridges from future development.  Though it does not prohibit development, the ordinance does restrict development by stipulating where it can occur.  These regulations apply to properties located within the Forest zoning district that have a slope of 15 percent or greater and/or colluvial soils located on them.  





Supervisor Hameister moved to adopt 






Ordinance 277, creating the ridge overlay 





district.  Supervisor Warner seconded the 





motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  

F. REQUEST TO USE BOALSBURG FIRE POLICE:

Ms. Farkas said the Rock Hill School at Linden Hall plans a 5 mile walk, run or bike along the “Linden Loop” on May 4, 2008.  They are requesting the use of the Boalsburg Fire Police for traffic control during the event.  The organizers have been working cooperatively with the State College Police Department and the Boalsburg Fire Police in planning for their event.  

Vice-Chairman Graham inquired if the Board had to review and approve such uses for the Boalsburg Fire Police.  He asked if the Fire Police could decide themselves if it is appropriate for them to cover these events.  Ms. Farkas said the Board is required to approve the use of the Fire Police.  





Vice-Chairman Graham moved to approve the 





use of the Boalsburg Fire Police for the Linden 





Loop 5 Mile Walk, Run or Bike on May 4, 2008.  





Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion.  





The motion passed unanimously.  

G. APPOINTMENT TO SPRING CREEK CANYON MASTER PLAN PUBLIC 
 
    ADVISORY COMMITTEE:

Ms. Farkas said the Benner Township Board of Supervisors has invited each municipality in the Spring Creek Watershed to appoint two residents to sit on the Spring Creek Canyon Master Plan Public Advisory Committee.  One of these appointees will act as the official committee member, with the other acting as an alternate.  The alternate will probably be required to attend all meetings.  

She said Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee Chairman Bruce Lord has expressed interest in serving as the Township’s official committee member.  Supervisor Warner has expressed interest in being the alternate. 





Vice-Chairman Graham moved to appoint Bruce 




Lord as the Township’s official committee 





member and Clifford Warner as the alternate to 





the Spring Creek Canyon Master Plan Public 





Advisory Committee.  Supervisor Hameister 





seconded the motion.  The motion carried 






unanimously.  

H. APPOINTMENT TO CENTRE REGION BUILDING AND HOUSING 

     BOARD OF APPEALS:

Ms. Farkas said at the February General Forum meeting, each municipality was asked to re-appoint Michael Norris, Kenneth Sagen, Laura Chuba and Robert Kistler and to appoint Nicole Woodring to the Centre Region Building and Housing Code Board of Appeals for three year terms beginning February 25, 2008.  





Vice-Chairman Graham moved to re-appoint 





Michael Norris, Kenneth Sagen, Laura Chuba 





and Robert Kistler and to appoint Nicole 






Woodring to the Centre Region Building and 





Housing Code Board of Appeals for three year 





terms beginning February 25, 2008.  Supervisor 





Hameister seconded the motion.  Motion carried 





unanimously.  

I. LOCAL GOVERNMENT DAY:

Ms. Farkas said that local government week will be celebrated statewide the week of April 14th.  Supervisor Hameister has indicated interest in holding a local government day in Harris Township during that week.  She said it should be noted that the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee will hold Blue Spring Park Day on May 31st.  She said the Board could piggyback on that day by adding a local government themed event.  
Supervisor Hameister said he thought that April 14th would be a good day to hold this event because it could begin at 6 PM and then lead into the regular Board of Supervisors meeting for those that would wish to stay.  He suggested having copies available of the Official Map.  He said it would be a good chance to receive from the residents any feedback or suggestions they might have regarding local government.  
MANAGERS REPORT:  
Ms. Farkas said C-Net has given the Township a DVD of the on-site sewage management program.  She said the Township will make it available for loan to residents for a small deposit that will be returned when the DVD is returned to the Township. 

Ms. Farkas made note that brush collection will begin the week of April 21st, and leaf collection will begin the week of April 28th.  Both collections will begin at 7 AM.   
APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS:






Supervisor Warner moved to approve voucher 





transmittal sheet No. 2008-3 in the amount of 





$157,158.74.  Supervisor Wilson seconded the 





motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
COG COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Executive Committee: Vice-Chairman Graham discussed an issue with the Library Board and its membership.  Now that Halfmoon Township has joined the Library, they are entitled to a Board seat.  Ferguson Township has asked that their second seat be made permanent and not be turned back to College and Harris on a rotating basis.    
Personnel Committee:  Supervisor Wilson said the Personnel Committee approved a job description for an upgrade from administrative assistant to office manager.  He said they also began discussion on updating the sexual harassment policy.  
Finance Committee:  Vice-Chairman Graham said in regards to the pool project financing, the Finance Committee has recommended acceptance of Jersey Shore’s offer a 7.9 million, 20 year loan for a 3.9 percent fixed rate.  He said there is no prepayment penalty and they only pay on what is drawn.  
Public Services Committee:  Supervisor Hameister said the Public Services Committee discussed the results of the trash and recycling survey.  He said they received interesting results and the Committee may make a recommendation to bring it to the General Forum in May.  
Spring Creek Watershed Commission:  Supervisor Hameister said the Watershed Commission gave a presentation on the stream buffer ordinance. Three other municipalities outside of the Centre Region are interested in looking into using the ordinance as a model.  
Transportation Committee/MPO:  Chairman Lee said there was no Transportation Committee meeting in March.  He said the MPO report was included in the Board’s packet. 
Code Committee:  Supervisor Warner said State College Borough passed an ordinance to opt out of the rental housing inspections without the notification to the Code Committee.  He said he would forward the information on this matter to the Board.  
Ad Hoc Regional Parks & Recreation Committee:  Supervisor Warner said the Ad Hoc Regional Parks and Recreation Committee met on Thursday, March 20th.  
ADJOURNMENT:






Supervisor Warner moved to adjourn the 






meeting.  Supervisor Wilson seconded the 





motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  






Chairman Lee adjourned the meeting at 7:10 





PM.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Amy Farkas

Township Secretary
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