



HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Regular Meeting Minutes

July 14, 2008

Board Members in Attendance:
Christopher Lee, Chairman






Dennis Hameister






Cliff Warner






Charles Graham






Nigel Wilson

Staff in Attendance:


Amy Farkas, Township Manager






Todd Shea, Zoning/Ordinance Enforcement Officer






D.J. Liggett, CRPA Sr. Planner






Suzanne Shirvani, Administrative Secretary

Public in Attendance:

Bruce Lord, Parks and Recreation Advisory 






Committee 





Adam L., C-Net






David L., C-Net






Olivier Mollandin, France






Eric Casanave, PennTerra Engineering






John Wainright, Harris Twp. Planning Commission





Bob Igo, Harris Twp. Planning Commission





Kirk Aguer, Harris Township resident






Alfred Jones Jr., Aguer Narobi Partnership






Cathy Flood, Boalsburg Alliance






Diane M. Farr, Boalsburg Alliance






Susan Hammsersted, Parks and Recreation 






Advisory Committee 
CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Lee called the July 14, 2008 Harris Township Board of Supervisors meeting to order at 7:30 PM.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:





Supervisor Warner moved to approve the 





minutes of the April 23, 2008 work session and 





the June 9, 2008 regular meeting.  Supervisor 





Hameister seconded the motion.  It was 






approved unanimously.  

CITIZEN COMMENTS:
Chairman Lee introduced his guest, Olivier Mollandin, the nephew of the mayor of Menthon, France.   
TOWNSHIP BUSINESS:

      A.
UPDATE FROM THE HARRIS TOWNSHIP PLANNING 



COMMISSION ON ITS 2008 WORK PLAN:
Ms. Farkas said members of the Planning Commission were present to discuss the Commission’s progress on its 2008 Work Plan.  
Bob Igo, Chairman of the Harris Township Planning Commission, said they have looked at the PRD/TND ordinance to consider incorporating the ideas of Design for Community.  They have also looked into workforce housing which has been tied to the rural clustering ordinance and discussed how the proposed amendment will effect future development.  He said the Planning Commission has also reviewed the Riparian Buffer Stream ordinance although it was not part of their 2008 Work Plan. 
Chairman Lee inquired about what the next issue on the Planning Commission’s Work Plan would be addressed next.  The next item on their plan is Parking in the Village District.  

Supervisor Hameister inquired about the last item on their work plan, which is the issue of Preservation of Historic Structures/Demolition Delay.  Mr. Igo reported that the Planning Commission is merely trying to coordinate a delay in the demolition of historic places in order to determine if is appropriate or not.  He said the Planning Commission is not trying to completely prohibit it.  
      B.
OFFICIAL MAP:
Ms. Farkas said two public meetings were held in the fall to solicit comment on the proposed Official Map.  Based on the feedback received from those meetings, the Planning Commission made two changes to the document.  The Official Map is now ready for Board action.  She said the next step in this process would be to refer it to the Centre County Planning Commission for a 45 day review period.  From there it would move to a public hearing, then adoption and then it will be recorded with the Recorder of Deeds within 60 days of its effective date.  





Vice-Chairman Graham moved to send the 





Harris Township Official Map to the Centre 





County Planning Commission for review for 45 





days.  Supervisor Warner seconded the motion.  





It was approved unanimously.  

      C.
MODEL STREAM BUFFER ORDINANCE:
Ms. Farkas said at its May meeting the General Forum referred the Model Stream Buffer ordinance to each municipality for review and comment.  The Board subsequently referred the ordinance to the Planning Commission for review and comment.  

Ms. Farkas introduced Centre Region Planner Sebastian DeGregorio, who was present to discuss the ordinance and to answer any questions the Board may have.  She said all comments will then be compiled and sent to Centre Region COG.  

Mr. DeGregorio said the purpose of stream buffers is to intercept pollution and to help control the physical and chemical environments of the eco system.  He stated that a stream buffer will not serve to reverse any current effects of pollution or chemical input, but rather it will serve to reduce the amount of chemicals entering a stream.  
Mr. DeGregorio said either a subdivision, land development, redevelopment, or anything requiring a permit in an area that touches or is within a stream buffer will trigger the stream buffer requirements.  

Supervisor Warner suggested that when requiring trees to be planted around the stream buffer, the Shade Tree Commission should weigh in on what types of species should be planted.  

Supervisor Hameister inquired about wetlands.  He asked for a clearer definition of where the line is drawn and what happens when a wetland is not delineated.  

Vice-Chairman Graham expressed concern over the fact that each municipality will adopt an ordinance that is favorable to their township.  He said it will prevent the ordinance from having continuity in the Centre Region and could make things confusing.  He also expressed concern that FEMA regulations may conflict with the proposed stream buffer ordinance.  Mr. DeGregorio said the FEMA regulations are a higher authority than the local ordinance.  

Supervisor Hameister inquired if certain regulations would transfer with the property, and if so how the new owner would be notified.  They discussed having information included in tax bill statements.  Ms. Farkas suggested repeating the process followed for the ridge overlay zoning district where the Township notified all parcels to be affected by sending a letter and also holding open houses in the Township meeting room.  
Ms. Farkas said she will compile the Board’s comments for review and then send them to the COG Executive Director.  

John Wainright, Harris Township Planning Commission, inquired if there is a way to determine if the desired purpose of the stream buffer ordinance will be achieved.  Mr. DeGregorio said DEP will be monitoring to see if there are changes in the levels of nitrates or phosphates in the streams.  






Supervisor Warner moved to refer all comments 





to the Centre Region COG Executive Director.  





The motion was seconded by Supervisor 






Hameister.  It was approved unanimously.  
      D.
OPEN SPACE PLAN:
Ms. Farkas said as part of its 2008 Work Plan, the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee has been writing an open space plan for the Township.  The idea behind the plan is to identify key pieces of land, trails and linkages that should be preserved for future generations to enjoy.  Acquiring land and easements will require a dedicated funding stream.  

Chairman Bruce Lord was present to discuss the next steps in the planning process.  The Committee is interested in sending a survey to Township residents to gauge their interest in preserving open space and in using tax money for preservation efforts.  

Mr. Lord said in a recent survey by the Township, it was expressed by many residents that they are happy with the parks in Harris Township.  A desire to have protection for trails and linkages to parks through neighborhoods was also expressed.  He said the open space plan is the highest priority on the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee’s 2008 work plan.  He made note that the difference between the Official Map and open space plan is that the Official Map is a reactive type of document that will be triggered by a specific type of development whereas the open space plan is proactive which serves to identify key properties and linkages and suggests a method of obtaining the property for preservation.  
Mr. Lord said the draft Open Space Plan identifies two things.  The first being what types of properties they need and where they are and the second being how will they obtain them.  He said that he and the Township Manager spoke with Patton Township about their open space plan.  At that meeting it was suggested that a survey should be conducted, and if there is support from the residents, then they would proceed to assign an ad hoc committee to identify priorities.  
Mr. Lord discussed some of the questions posed on the survey and also discussed the method of payment, whether by an increase in earned income taxes or in real estate taxes.    
Chairman Lee suggested being strategic by seeking open space that is inclusive of connections, a central public space, as well as being walkable.  The Board discussed with Mr. Lord a few options for sending out the survey.  Chairman Lee inquired if doing an Internet survey would be best.  Mr. Lord replied that it will only target a small percentage of residents as many of them are elderly and do not use computers very often.  Chairman Lee suggested including in the mailed survey a link to fill it out online in order to determine what type of crowd could be represented through an online survey.  Ms. Farkas said that was done with the 2006 survey.  She said the majority of respondents dropped a paper form off at the office.  The Board agreed it would be most cost effective to send the survey out with the next Harris Township newsletter.  The Board debated what the best option would be for funding the open space plan.  Ms. Farkas said she would look into the options of raising either real estate taxes or earned income taxes to determine which would be more favorable.  
Mr. Lord suggested that once the survey was completed, the Board should appoint a task force to identify a list of priorities. 

Diane Farr, Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee member, made note that many people have commented to her how wonderful the connectivity in Harris Township is.   Vice-Chairman Graham added that over the years many people have suggested to him that they would support higher taxes in order to preserve open space in Harris Township.  





Supervisor Warner moved to direct the Parks 





and Recreation Advisory Committee to 






distribute the survey to Township residents for 





feedback.  Supervisor Hameister seconded the 





motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

      E.
COG COMMITTEE STRUCTURE:
Ms. Farkas said the General Forum referred the Executive Committee’s proposal for the future COG Committee structure to the municipalities for consideration.  All comments from Harris Township are due back by August 13th.
The Board was in agreement on the title for the Parks Capital Committee.  Vice-Chairman Graham said he thought it was necessary they had their own budget.  
Supervisor Hameister brought up the issue of the Public Services Committee and grouping it with the Public Safety Committee.  He feels that if the two committees are created, then all public safety groups should be integrated within the committee.  There was general consensus on this position.  
Chairman Lee said he views the Public Services and Environmental Committee as having an opportunity to address concerns about the environment and this will allow for coordination for action.  There was general consensus on this issue.  

Supervisor Wilson said there have been no changes made to the Personnel Committee except the name being changed to Human Resources Committee.  





Supervisor Hameister moved to recommend 





forwarding all comments to the General Forum.  




Supervisor Warner seconded the motion.  It was 





approved unanimously.  

      F.
AMENDMENT TO THE MOBILE HOME ORDINANCE:
Ms. Farkas said Staff recently met with the developer of the Nittany Grove project (the former Al-Mar Acres property).  The developer proposed selling manufactured homes on leased lots on the property, which is in keeping with the regulations in Harris Township’s mobile home park ordinance.  The developer is now requesting an amendment to the ordinance which would permit the leasing of lots or the transfer of condominium units to the owners of mobile homes located in the park.  

Vice-Chairman Graham asked how a condominium unit would differ from its current status if it were to continue to be rented.  Al Jones, attorney for the Nittany Grove partnership, said it would simply serve as a different way to own property.  By declaring it of condominium units, it would mean that there are units and all other areas are common land.  Chairman Lee pointed out that this will be forwarded to the Planning Commission for them to obtain this information.  
Ms. Farkas pointed out that the revision would not only effect the Nittany Grove development, but also any other mobile home park in the township.  






Vice-Chairman Graham moved to refer the 





proposed ordinance amendment to the Mobile 





Home Ordinance to the Planning Commission 





for review.  Supervisor Hameister seconded the 





motion.  It was approved unanimously.  
      G.
DECLARATION OF FRIENDSHIP WITH THE TOWN OF MENTHON, 
FRANCE:
Chairman Lee said in the spirit of international friendship and diplomacy, the Board should consider authorizing a letter of friendship to the town of Menthon in France.  This could be seen as a gesture that could benefit the students in the State College Area School District and the Township’s residents.  
Supervisor Hameister asked if this would require any specific long or short term commitments.  Chairman Lee said it does not.  






Supervisor Wilson moved to authorize sending 





the letter.  Chairman Lee seconded the motion.  





The motion passed unanimously.  

      H.
REQUEST TO USE THE BOALSBURG FIRE POLICE:

Ms. Farkas said the Centre County Youth Service Bureau is requesting the use of the Boalsburg Fire Police on July 26, 2008 from 7:00 AM to 5:00 PM for the Last Cruise Classic Car Show. 






Supervisor Hameister moved to approve the use 





of the Boalsburg Fire Police on July 26, 2008 





from 7:00 AM to 5:00 PM for the Last Cruise 





Classic Car Show.  Supervisor Warner seconded 





the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

      I.
TRICK OR TREAT NIGHT:
Ms. Farkas said the General Forum asked each municipality to designate October 31, 2008 from 6:00 to 8:00 PM as Trick or Treat night.  






Supervisor Warner moved to designate October 





31, 2008 from 6:00 to 8:00 PM as Trick or Treat 





night.  Supervisor Hameister seconded the 





motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

MANAGERS REPORT:
Ms. Farkas made note that Harris Township will be a recipient of a Waste Watcher Award for the second year in a row for its recycling and waste reduction efforts on Memorial Day.   
Ms. Farkas reported that the last property owner on Academy Street stopped into the office earlier that day to sign the final easement.   
APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS:





Supervisor Warner moved to approve voucher 





transmittal sheet No. 2008-6 in the amount of 





$67,106.34.  Vice-Chairman Graham seconded 





the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

COG COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Personnel Committee:
Supervisor Wilson said the Personnel Committee approved a job description for a new staff assistant.  They also approved the new job description for the Director of Centre Region Code Agency.  He said they also forwarded the sexual harassment policy to the General Forum for consideration.  

Finance Committee:
Vice Chairman Graham said the Finance Committee reviewed the 2009 Program Plan at their meeting.  
Public Services Committee:
Supervisor Hameister said the Public Services Committee reviewed the description of the Emergency Management Coordinator position and forwarded their comments to the General Forum.  They also discussed the integration of safety into the Public Safety Committee.  
Spring Creek Watershed Commission:
Supervisor Hameister said the Spring Creek Watershed Commission discussed the Wellhead Protection Program.  

Transportation Committee/MPO
Chairman Lee said neither the Transportation Committee nor the MPO met in June.  He said the MPO will be meeting on Wednesday and will be addressing concerns about safety issues along route 322.  
Code Committee:
Supervisor Warner said the Code Committee reviewed applications for the Code Director position.  They also discussed the COG Committee Structure.    
Ad Hoc Regional Parks and Recreation Committee:
Supervisor Warner said the Whitehall Road parkland acquisition was completed.  He reported that a draft survey for the regional parks is being developed.    
Ad Hoc Stream Buffer Committee:
Supervisor Hameister said the Ad Hoc Stream Buffer Committee discussed the Riparian Stream Buffer model ordinance.  
ADJOURNMENT:






Supervisor Warner moved to adjourn the 






meeting.  Supervisor Wilson seconded the 





motion.  Chairman Lee adjourned the meeting at 




9:53 PM.   

Respectfully Submitted,
Amy Farkas

Township Secretary
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