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Public in Attendance:
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Eileen Zeger, resident Rosslyn Rd
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John Sepp, PennTerra Engineering






Olga Levi, Rockey Farm






Ron Seybert, Trans Associates
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Barbara Fiscus, Kaywood






Allen Fiscus, Kaywood






John Wainright, Planning Commission






John Zerbe, Huntridge Manor






Bob Igo, Planning Commission






Bruce Kirkpatrick, HCS-Rittenhouse






Jim Knisely, Centre Region COG






Charles M. Franzetta, Huntridge Manor






Jean Franzetta, resident






Paul M. Rittenhouse Sr., resident






Chris Dry, Boalsburg Fire Company






Marlin Neff, Boalsburg Fire Company






Lisa Kirby, Liberty Hill regional manager
CALL TO ORDER:
Chairman Lee called to order the December 8, 2008 Harris Township Board of Supervisors public hearing at 7:41 PM.  

PROPOSED ORDINANCE 281: OPEN SPACE/RURAL CLUSTERING AMENDMENT:

Ms. Farkas gave a presentation on Proposed Ordinance 281, which amends the Open Space/Rural Clustering regulations to allow for a reduction in open space if workforce housing is provided.  She said it also allows for some neighborhood commercial uses.  The amendment only applies to properties zoned agricultural that are located inside the sewer service area.  The proposed amendment will impact four properties in the Township, totaling 161.27 acres.  She added that density would increase from one dwelling unit to two dwelling units per acre.  Because this amendment proposes the addition of more than fifty dwelling units to the sewer service area it was subject to the Development of Regional Impact process.  
John Mandryk, president of the Aspen Heights Homeowner’s Association, distributed a letter that outlined several concerns of the Aspen Heights residents.  

In the letter he thanked the Board for the opportunity to share the concerns of many residents surrounding the Rockey Farm development proposal.   He outlined criticisms thought to be created with the development proposal as being increased traffic on Route 45 and Route 322, increased consumption of school resources, displacement of wildlife, disfigurement of the land, additional demands upon municipal services and displacement of open space.  
He then defined the position of the Aspen Heights residents as supporting the proposed ordinance.  He asked for the Board members’ advocacy on several items that are concerns to them.  He asked that a boundary which features an elevated berm with trees be installed to maintain visual landscape integrity, and he asked that it be required initially in order to minimize the disruptive impacts that accompany construction.  He also suggested that lot sizes should be graduated so that it creates an aesthetic and logical lot size transition from Aspen Heights to the Rockey Farm development.  He asked that the Board require an egress design that discourages through traffic and promotes safety.  Lastly, he requested that the Aspen Height’s Homeowners Association be permitted to review any plans for the Rockey Farm development at the same time they are delivered to the Planning Commission.  This would permit them to evaluate the plans and be prepared to make comment at the first public meeting, thereby eliminating any potential delays that may arise as their uniform comments can be assembled.  
(A copy of the letter Mr. Mandryk read is attached to the minutes)

Harvey Hanlen, vice president of the Huntridge Manor Homeowner’s Association, said while it is important for new developments to be constructed, he has concerns about the proposed Rockey Farm development.  The residents of Huntridge Manor have expressed concern about the reduction of open space.  They desire the ordinance to maintain 50 percent open space.  Also, he said traffic safety posed a concern for them as speeding on Route 45 has been an issue for some time.  He then distributed a petition to the Board signed by residents of Huntridge Manor.  
Charles M. Franzetta, resident of Huntridge Manor, said he is not too concerned with an increase in density.  Rather, his concern has to do with accidents that happen on the highway near the proposed development.  He suggested serious consideration be given in determining how to make a safe entrance way to Route 322.  He said another point of concern is with any provision that would allow a street to be extended into Huntridge Manor from this development.  Lastly, a concern is with maintaining the integrity of the appearance of the village.  He suggested that architectural design should be required to maintain reasonable resemblance to the character of the village.  
Barbara Fiscus, Harris Township resident, said she is concerned with an increase in density but mainly she is concerned with an entrance from the Rockey Farm development through the Kaywood development.  She does not wish that the entrance from Kaywood be used for construction purposes.  

Jim Carr, Kaywood resident, said he is in support of the proposed amendment.  He said the proposal does not create more density than most developments surrounding it.  He pointed out that development restricted from areas serviced by the sewer service area creates urban sprawl.  He thinks that 30 percent open space is a significant amount of open space.  He also thinks that it is very important that Harris Township provide workforce housing.  
ADJOURNMENT:

Supervisor Hameister moved to close the public hearing.  Supervisor Warner seconded the motion.  Chairman Lee called the public hearing closed at 8:00 PM.  
Respectfully submitted,

Amy Farkas

Township Secretary
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