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Board Members in Attendance:
Christopher Lee






Charles Graham






Dennis Hameister






Cliff Warner






Nigel Wilson

Staff in Attendance:


Amy Farkas, Township Manager






Todd Shea, Zoning/Ord. Enforcement Officer






D.J. Liggett, CRPA Senior Planner






Suzanne Shirvani, Administrative Secretary

Public in Attendance:

John Mandryk, Aspen Heights resident






Eileen Zeger, resident Rosslyn Rd






Steve Bair, Centre Region COG






John Sepp, PennTerra Engineering






Olga Levi, Rockey Farm






Ron Seybert, Trans Associates






James Carr, resident






Harvey Hanlen, Huntridge Manor






Allan Sonsteby, resident






Richard Kipp, resident






Jeanne Lumadue, Aspen Heights






Barbara Fiscus, Kaywood






Allen Fiscus, Kaywood






John Wainright, Planning Commission






John Zerbe, Huntridge Manor






Bob Igo, Planning Commission






Bruce Kirkpatrick, HCS-Rittenhouse






Jim Knisely, Centre Region COG






Charles M. Franzetta, Huntridge Manor






Jean Franzetta, resident






Paul M. Rittenhouse Sr., resident






Chris Dry, Boalsburg Fire Company






Marlin Neff, Boalsburg Fire Company






Lisa Kirby, Liberty Hill regional manager
CALL TO ORDER:
Chairman Lee called to order the Harris Township Board of Supervisors December 8, 2008 public hearing at 7:32 PM.  

2009 HARRIS TOWNSHIP OPERATING BUDGET:

Ms. Farkas said the 2009 Harris Township Operating Budget proposes General Fund expenditures of $1,788,907.00, and expenditures of $411,875.00 from the special funds.  Real estate tax millage will be lowered by .10 mills to 3.3 mills.  The budget was tentatively adopted November 10th and has been available for inspection at the Township office since that time.  

Nancy Crane, volunteer for the Boal Mansion Museum, asked for an explanation of the Township’s financial support of the Boalsburg Heritage Museum, and non-support of the Boal Mansion Museum.  She said the Boal Mansion Museum is equally historical and important to bringing tourism to Boalsburg.  
Chairman Lee recused himself from all discussion related to this and turned the gavel over to Vice Chairman Graham for this portion of the public hearing.
Supervisor Hameister said the Boal Mansion Museum is owned privately and operates as a 501(c) 3 which is a business model operation.  He added that there is potential that financial contributions could benefit the private owner.  He said that support of private property cannot be done with Township money.  Supervisor Wilson said he has been in favor of supporting the Boal Mansion Museum in the past, but because others have pointed out over the past few years that it charges admission fees and has paid employees there is potential that it would benefit the private owner.  He said any improvements to the Boal Mansion Museum could potentially benefit the private owner.  He added that the Heritage Museum does not charge admission fees and does not have paid employees.  
Vice Chairman Graham pointed out that the Boal Mansion Museum is certainly important to the heritage of Boalsburg.  He did not want that fact to be misconstrued in light of the vote not granting funding to the Boal Mansion Museum.  
Chairman Lee pointed out that his lack of response is because he is an officer of the Boal Mansion Museum and he recused himself of discussion on the matter. 

ADJOURNMENT:

Supervisor Warner moved to close the public hearing.  Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion.  Vice Chairman Graham closed the public hearing at 7:40 PM.  
Respectfully submitted,

Amy Farkas, 

Township Secretary
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