



HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Regular Meeting Minutes

August 11, 2008

Board Members in Attendance:
Christopher Lee, Chairman






Dennis Hameister






Cliff Warner






Charles Graham
Staff in Attendance:


Amy Farkas, Township Manager





Don Franson, Township Engineer





Suzanne Shirvani, Administrative Secretary
Public in Attendance:


A CALL TO ORDER:
Chairman Lee called the August 11, 2008 Harris Township Board of Supervisors meeting to order at 7:34 PM.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Vice-Chairman Graham noted a few changes to the minutes.  






Supervisor Warner moved to approve the 





minutes of the July 14, 2008 meeting as amended.  




Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion.  It 





was approved unanimously.  
PUBLIC COMMENT:

Chairman Lee said a book by Larry T. Brown, titled “America’s Most Charming Towns and Villages” includes Boalsburg in its top 100.  He also made note about the Boalsburg 200th anniversary.  On October 11th there will be a street party from 12:00 PM to 4:00 PM.  A ball will be held at the Boal Mansion at 7:30 PM on October 11th.    
TOWNSHIP BUSINESS:

A.
CONTRACT 08-02: ACADEMY STREET STORMWATER BID AWARD:
Ms. Farkas said the work for this project includes construction of a storm sewer from an existing inlet at Boal Avenue to Rockey Alley.  There will be 610 linear feet of pipe, 7 inlets and 165 linear feet of curb included in the project.  The project will create a direct connection to the state storm sewer system under Boal Avenue and will eliminate an overland swale and some undersized piping.  The contract time is set at 45 days.  
Ms. Farkas added that the bid was opened at 1:00 PM earlier that day and the apparent low bidder was John O. Claar in the amount of $51,995.  She said the Township budgeted $80,000 for this project and it will be paid out of the Liquid Fuels fund.  
Don Franson, the Township Engineer, recommended the project be granted to John O. Claar.  Chairman Lee asked if Mr. Franson thought that his company was qualified for the project.  Mr. Franson said he felt that they were qualified and made note that they had done a similar project in College Township last year.  Mr. Franson said he reviewed the bids and the math and found no discrepancies or errors.  Supervisor Hameister inquired how many bidders there were.  Mr. Franson replied that there were 7 total bidders.  
Vice-Chairman Graham wanted to clarify which side of Academy Street the project would be on.  Ms. Farkas replied that it would be on the north side.  He asked if there were any plans for cleaning up the rest of the street.  Mr. Franson said it was not on the plan at this time and the 2009 budget would need to be finalized before they knew when they would be able to attend to that part of Academy Street.  






Supervisor Hameister moved to award bid 





contract 08-02, Academy Street Stormwater 





project, to John O. Claar in the amount of 





$51,995.  Supervisor Warner seconded the 





motion.  It was approved unanimously.  
B.
CONTRACT 08-03: KAREN STREET PAVING PROJECT BID AWARD:
Ms. Farkas said the work for this project is the overlay of Karen Street between the intersections of Montclair Lane and Ella Drive in the Kaywood development.  Approximately 125 tons of wearing surface will be installed for this project.  Paving for the project should be performed in one day.  The leveling course was installed last summer.  
Ms. Farkas added that the bid was opened at 1:00 PM earlier that day and the apparent low bidder is Eby Paving in the amount of $14,715.  She said the Township budgeted $15,000 for the project.  

Mr. Franson recommended that the project be awarded to Eby Paving.  Chairman Lee asked if the bidder has the qualifications necessary to complete the project.  Mr. Franson said they do.  





Supervisor Hameister moved to award 






Contract 08-03, Karen Street Paving project, to 





Eby Paving in the amount of $14,715.  






Supervisor Warner seconded the motion.  It was 





approved unanimously.  
C.
PROPOSED ORDINANCE 278: CABLE SYSTEM REGULATORY 
ORDINANCE:
Chairman Lee said there was a public hearing on this issue earlier in the evening.  Ms. Farkas said Proposed Ordinance 278 is a master regulatory ordinance for any cable system that proposes to locate in the Township. It was written and negotiated with Comcast on behalf of the eight members of the Centre Area Cable Consortium (Bellefonte Borough, Benner Township, College Township, Ferguson Township, Halfmoon Township, Harris Township, Patton Township and State College Borough). Included in the ordinance are provisions for a public access channel, density requirements, and customer service regulations. While the ordinance does contain some limited regulations pertaining to construction in the rights of way in the Township, a more complete right of way ordinance will be drafted for consideration by each of the municipalities later this year.





Supervisor Warner moved to approve 






Ordinance 278, the cable system regulatory 





ordinance.  Supervisor Hameister seconded the 





motion.  It was approved unanimously.  
D.
RESOLUTION 08-12: GRANTING A CABLE FRANCHISE TO COMCAST:
Ms. Farkas said the members of the CACC negotiating team have been in discussions with Comcast for the last two years.  Agreement has now been reached on a 10 year franchise with Comcast.  The franchise includes an automatic 5 year renewal.  It also provides $240,000 in the form of a capital grant for C-Net, the addition of a third channel for public, educational or governmental access, free cable television service to the Township building, the Boalsburg Fire Company and the Boalsburg Elementary School and a free cable modem and Internet service to the Township building.  
Chairman Lee expressed confusion by the language in the resolution.  He said it was not clear what is being resolved.  He asked that approval of the resolution be conditional on changing the language.  Ms. Farkas said she will look into it.  
Ms. Farkas said the franchise is for 10 years with an automatic 5 year renewal.  She said C-Net will receive $140,000 30 days after the resolution is approved.  She said C-Net will spend the money on their capital budget.  





Supervisor Hameister moved to approve 






Resolution 08-12: Granting a cable franchise to 





Comcast, contingent on clarifying the language.  





Supervisor Warner seconded the motion.  It was 





approved unanimously.  
E.
RESOLUTION 08-13: REIMBURSEMENT AGREEMENT WITH 
PENNDOT:
Ms. Farkas said in 2007, the Township was awarded $160,000 in transportation enhancement funding to complete the Boalsburg Streetscape project.  The Board discussed and agreed to this award at its November 2007 meeting.  The project proposes to install sidewalks and curbing and a painted crosswalk on the eastern side of North Church Street from Boal Avenue to Old Boalsburg Road and a pedestrian walk/don’t walk signal at the traffic signal at Boal Avenue and Church Street.  The money will fund both the construction and construction inspection costs.  The Township will pay for design costs out of its General Fund.  Design work will be completed in 2009, with construction occurring in 2010.  
Supervisor Warner asked about the bike path along the Boalsburg Pike at the military museum.  He asked if there was work being proposed there.  Mr. Franson said an ADA curb out will be added to the pathway.    Chairman Lee inquired what the term “foreign borrow” meant.  Mr. Franson said it is soil that comes from somewhere else.  

Mr. Franson said there will be a public meeting held for the property owners that will be affected by the project in order to obtain comments from them.  The meeting will happen before the design process in order to incorporate their concerns into planning.   






Supervisor Warner moved to approve 






Resolution 08-13.  Chairman Lee seconded the 





motion.  It was approved unanimously.  
F.
2009 PROGRAM PLAN:
Ms. Farkas said the 2009 COG Program Plan has been forwarded to the municipalities for comment.  She said the Board should discuss the program plan and all comments from Harris Township will be forwarded to the COG Executive Director.  

Vice-Chairman Graham pointed out that the Library may expand their operation which could equate to a need for more contributions from the Centre Region municipalities.  He said the Finance Committee will review it.  
Vice-Chairman Graham also mentioned the Welch Pool project.  He said the current School Board may not be conducive to the parking plan that was originally proposed.  He said the pool may need to be relocated. 

Chairman Lee suggested that the Program Plan include two years worth of information.  Vice-Chairman Graham brought up the issue of hiring a full time fiscal coordinator.  He said the general opinion was to make it a part time position rather than full time.  The decision will ultimately be made by Jim Steff, COG Executive Director.  
Chairman Lee commented that he would like to see a capital budget added to the program plan.  He also asked that Harris Township be considered for an area land use plan, which considers future developments and impacts that development may have on the Centre Region and on traffic.  He said some of the other municipalities in the region are being considered for this type of planning.  
Chairman Lee suggested that the Long Range Transportation Plan begin looking at geography and demography prior to a list of highway projects to be completed, in order to ensure that it is done correctly.  
Ms. Farkas said she will compile all of the Board members notes and send a copy to them for review before sending it to the COG Executive Director.  






Supervisor Warner moved to recommend all 





comments be forwarded to the COG Executive 





Director for review.  Supervisor Hameister 





seconded the motion.  It was approved 






unanimously.  
G.
SUBMISSION OF GREENHOUSE GAS GRANT WITH STATE COLLEGE 
BOROUGH:
Ms. Farkas said State College Borough approached the other municipalities in the Centre Region to gauge their interest in jointly submitting an application to the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection to study the amount of greenhouse gases being generated by each municipality.  The grant will fund a consultant, who will complete the study and make recommendations to reduce each municipality’s greenhouse gas output.  The Borough had previously asked Dr. Brent Yarnal at Penn State University to serve as consultant to the project.  
She said State College will act as the applicant on behalf of the municipalities and will handle all aspects of the grant administration.  The Township is being asked to contribute 20 to 30 hours of professional staff time attending meetings over a 24 month period.  There is no financial contribution required.  
Vice Chairman Graham inquired as to what would be involved.  He said he looked up what greenhouse gas meant and was concerned that the Township would have to cut down trees.  Ms. Farkas said they will concentrate on looking at things within the operation of the Township, such as how long work trucks are left idling, in order to make sure everything is being run efficiently.   She said the Township will not be cutting down any trees in order to be more environmentally efficient.  
Supervisor Hameister moved to approve the submission of a greenhouse gas grant to the Department of Environmental Protection with State College Borough and authorize the Township Manager to sign the agreement.  Supervisor Warner seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  
H.
REQUEST TO USE THE BOALSBURG FIRE POLICE:
Ms. Farkas said the Run for the Fallen Race will be held on August 24th at 10:00 AM.  The race will wind its way through the Hill to the Mount Nittany Middle School before ending at the Pennsylvania Military Museum.  The organizers are requesting use of the Boalsburg Fire Police to help runners safely cross Warner Boulevard.  

Supervisor Warner moved to approve the use of the Boalsburg Fire Police on August 24, 2008 from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM for the Run for the Fallen.  Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  
I. REQUEST TO CLOSE WEST MAIN STREET:
Chairman Lee said the Boalsburg Village Conservancy is requesting the closure of West Main Street from Church Street to Tennis Alley on October 11th from 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM for the Boalsburg 200th Street Party.  
Supervisor Warner moved to close West Main Street from Church Street to Tennis Alley on October 11th from 11-00 AM to 5:00 PM for the Boalsburg 200th Street Party.  Supervisor Hameister seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  
MANAGERS REPORT:
Ms. Farkas said the situation with the wild chickens on West Pine Street has gotten worse.  A resident was in the office earlier that day to complain that a dog had killed a chicken on their property.  She suggested looking into hiring a professional to remove the chickens.  Vice Chairman Graham said he feels that it is the responsibility of the property owner to take care of the situation.  He said many people are feeding the chickens and have reported that they like having them there.  He said the Township would not take care of a property owner’s squirrels or ground hogs and therefore should not be responsible for the chickens.   He does not think the Township should be involved in the situation.  Chairman Lee pointed out that the chickens are constantly crossing property lines and he felt this could create a health hazard.  He asked how much it would cost to have it taken care of professionally.  Ms. Farkas reported that it would cost $50 for a set up fee, then $30 per chicken after that.  Two Supervisors wanted to have the chickens removed professionally and two were against it.  No action was taken by the Township to handle the situation.  
In her report, Ms. Farkas mentioned that the Township is in the process of gathering quotes for its fuel oil.  Though the overall consumption has not changed much, the high cost of fuel has pushed the Township over the limit for obtaining quotes.  She said it is very difficult to get quotes as the price of fuel is so volatile.  Supervisor Hameister asked what could be done to change this situation.  Ms. Farkas said there is a bill in the State Senate that would change the requirements for obtaining quotes from a minimum of $4,000 to a new minimum of $7,000.  Bids would be required over $10,000.  She encouraged Supervisor Hameister to bring this up at PSATS.  
APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS:
Supervisor Hameister moved to approve voucher transmittal sheet No. 2008-7 in the amount of $214,761.91.  Supervisor Warner seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  
COG COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Executive Committee:
Chairman Lee said items discussed at the Executive Committee’s July meeting will be discussed and addressed at the next General Forum meeting.  

Finance Committee:

Vice Chairman Graham said the Finance Committee will be meeting the following morning.  

Public Services Committee:
Supervisor Hameister said the Public Services Committee had not yet met that month.  

Spring Creek Watershed Commission:

Supervisor Hameister said the Spring Creek Watershed Commission had not yet met that month.  
Transportation Committee/MPO:
Chairman Lee said the Transportation Committee discussed the COG committee structure and the proposed transportation and land use committee.  He said the MPO discussed safety concerns along route 322.  He said they also made minor updates to the long range transportation plan as well as adopted bylaws.  
Code Committee:
Supervisor Warner said the Code Committee discussed committee structures and reported on the progress on the hiring process for the new code agency director.  
Ad Hoc Regional Parks & Recreation Committee:
Supervisor Warner said they discussed the residents survey for Oak Hall Park.  
Ad Hoc Stream Buffer Committee:
Supervisor Hameister said the Ad Hoc Stream Buffer Committee has not met yet.  
ADJOURNMENT:
The Board convened an Executive session to discuss a personnel matter.  The meeting adjourned at 9:05 PM.  
Respectfully Submitted:

Amy Farkas

Township Secretary
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