



HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Regular Meeting Minutes

April 14, 2008

Board Members in Attendance:
Christopher Lee, Chairman






Charles Graham, Vice-Chairman






Nigel Wilson






Dennis Hameister






Cliff Warner
Staff in Attendance:


Amy Farkas, Township Manager






Todd Shea, Zoning/Ord. Enforcement Officer






D.J. Liggett, CRPA Sr. Planner





Don Franson, Harris Twp. Engineer






Suzanne Shirvani, Administrative Secretary

Public in Attendance:

Don Musser, Harris Twp. resident





Fred Henry, Virginia Hubbs Subdivision






Diane Farr, Boalsburg Alliance






Paul M. Rittenhouse Sr., Harris Twp. resident






John Sepp, PennTerra Engineering






Galen Dreibelbis, Hawk Ridge






Robert Weaver, Hawk Ridge






Larry & Barbara Hutchinson, Harris Twp. residents





Amanda Hay, Harris Twp. resident






Conran Hay, Harris Twp. resident






Jacki Rutter, Boalsburg Alliance






Tom McNichol, Boalsburg Alliance






Don Kunze, Boalsburg Alliance






Elaine Kunze, Boalsburg Alliance
A CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Lee called the Harris Township Board of Supervisors April 14th, 2008 meeting to order at 7:30 PM.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Chairman Lee and Vice-Chairman Graham had a few minor changes to the minutes. 






Supervisor Warner moved to approve the 





minutes of the March 26, 2008 public 






hearing and the March 26, 2008 regular 






meeting.  Supervisor Hameister seconded 






the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  
CITIZEN COMMENTS:

There were none. 

TOWNSHIP BUSINESS:


A. 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT DAY PROCLAMATION: 

Ms. Farkas said that in order to commemorate Local Government Week, the Board held an open house earlier that evening.  She suggested that the Board consider adopting a proclamation designating the week of April 13th through April 19th as Local Government Week in Harris Township.  






Supervisor Warner moved to officially 






designate April 13th through 19th as Local 






Government Week in Harris Township.  






Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion.  






The motion passed unanimously.  


B.
HAWK RIDGE PRELIMINARY SUBDIVISION PLAN:

Ms. Farkas reported that the developer and the Township agreed to satisfy the parkland issue by entering into an agreement.  The agreement would allow the .55 acres of parkland required for Phase I to be dedicated in addition to the 50 percent open space that will be required when Phase II is developed.  It further stipulates that the land should be free and clear of easements and natural features that would preclude it from being used for recreation purposes.  The developer has five years to dedicate the land.  If he cannot meet this requirement within the five year time period, $27,000 must be paid to the Township.  The Township agrees to use this money to provide recreational opportunities for the residents of Hawk Ridge.  She said the developer had a minor change to the agreement, which was acceptable to the Township.  A copy of the agreement was also sent to Bruce Lord and Bob Igo for review.  She made note that Bruce Lord, Chairman of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee, has reported back and said he is in favor of the agreement.  
Chairman Lee asked that the language in the agreement be clarified in item number five.  It currently reads “The parkland to be dedicated pursuant to this Agreement shall be free and clear of all liens, easements, excluding any easements for underground utilities, or other encumbrances”.  He asked that it say encumbrances before easements.    
Vice-Chairman Graham asked if language in the agreement includes stipulations that the agreement is attached to the land, should the developer choose to sell the land.  Ms. Farkas said it does.  
Jacki Rutter, Boalsburg Alliance, asked that the Board stop granting waivers and pointed out that Township ordinances are there for a reason.  She felt that the residents requests for parkland have been ignored.  She suggested the Township keep a parcel of land that would be suitable as parkland.  She said that in five years $27,000 of fee in lieu will not amount to very much.  

Chairman Lee clarified that by accepting fee in lieu, the Board is not granting a waiver for anything.  Fee in lieu is included in the regulation.  Ms. Rutter then asked for a guarantee from the developer that there will be land offered when Phase II is developed.  Vice-Chairman Graham stated that is the point of the agreement between the developer and the Township. 
Ms. Farkas said the issue of the connection of Emma Court to Academy Street still needs to be clarified.  At last month’s meeting, the developer was asked to provide his justification that the section of Academy Street being connected to Emma Court is public.  She noted that if the Board feels the matter cannot be resolved, it should be referred to the Township Solicitor.  

John Sepp, PennTerra Engineering, said the proposed connection was discussed extensively at the last Board meeting.  He briefly outlined what was said at that meeting and why the developer feels he will be connecting to a public portion of Academy Street.  He said they were unable to find any deed for Academy Street, as is the case of many old roads. Mr. Sepp said they used liquid fuels records and residents’ deeds to confirm this portion of the road is public.  
Vice-Chairman Graham noted that Academy Street used to be called Huckleberry Street.  He asked the developer to also confirm that there is no deed under the former street name.  

Mr. Sepp said the deed that belongs to Mr. Hay did not extend into Academy Street, it ended at the right of way line.  He added that there is no indication that any of the nearby properties extend into the 33 foot right of way.  Chairman Lee asked the residents that were present if they were aware of any documentation that claimed otherwise.  No one present was aware of any.  
Supervisor Wilson inquired of Mr. Franson if he agreed with the findings and if he felt comfortable with the evidence that Emma Court will be connecting with a public right of way on Academy Street.  Mr. Franson said his recommendation would be to discuss this in a meeting with the Township Solicitor.  He said they should discuss any documentation the surveyor or residents might have that would confirm or dispute the surveyor’s findings.  

Mr. Sepp was confident that Emma Court would be connecting with a public right of way, not private.  Mr. Hay said he was present to observe the situation.  He said he was not there to contest it.  

Supervisor Wilson asked how much distance there was between the connection of Emma Court and the end of pavement on Academy Street.  Mr. Sepp said it was about 15 feet.  

Ms. Farkas said the only remaining issue is the connection of Emma Court from Springfield Commons to the Hawk Ridge property.  The Township has informed Mr. Songer that the connection must be made when the Hawk Ridge property develops.  Ms. Farkas said this does not need to be discussed at the meeting as it may become a legal matter.  She then read the note that is attached to Mr. Songer’s plan.

Ms. Farkas said the other outstanding items from last month have been addressed.  The stormwater issue was addressed with the addition of a second detention basin on the property.  The Board agreed by consensus last month to evaluate the traffic situation at Main and Academy Streets after the first phase of the development is built.  A note will be added to the plan stating that the developer has agreed to pay for signage and street markings, should the Township decide the four way stop sign is necessary at this intersection.  The developer has agreed to enter into a hauling agreement with the Township that will restrict when hauling can occur and that will require a surety to be posted over and above the approximately $12,500 per mile amount the Township is able to collect under our current hauling ordinance.    
The developer is requesting the following waivers with this plan:

Chapter 13, Section 304C – a stormwater recharge waiver.  

Chapter 11, Article III, Section 1 – Plan scale on certain sheets. 

Chapter 11, Article IV, Section 2.26 – Allow for parking on one side of Emma Court at 24’ width when 28’ width is required. 

Chairman Lee asked if there would be parking on one or both sides of the road given that it will have a width of 24’.  He also asked what width the developer would be required to have if the Board did not grant the waiver.  Ms. Liggett said he could have 20’ width with no parking.  She pointed out that granting the waiver does not set precedent because the 24’ road width is an extension of an existing road.  She felt that if the Board did not grant the waiver, and the developer created the road width as either 20’ or 28’, that it would make for unsafe conditions.  
Mr. Franson clarified the road width requirements according to the current ordinances as being 20’ with no parking, 28’ with parking on one side and 36’ with parking on both sides.  

Supervisor Hameister asked if a 24’ road with parking on one side would leave enough room for emergency vehicles.  Ms. Liggett said that it meets the minimum requirements of the fire protection ordinance.  

Diane Farr, Harris Township resident, pointed out that there is no parking allowed on Academy Street.  She asked that the Board consider where to have parking for residents if Phase II does develop and a linear trail is created.   She suggested the Board take parkland for Phase I and create a parking lot with it.  
Chairman Lee said it is an issue that would need to be addressed when and if Phase II is developed and details for a linear trail are being reviewed.     
Ms. Farr asked about the homes on Academy Street during the construction period.  She said the houses are historic and have original glass windows and she was concerned about damage to these properties.  
Ms. Farkas said the hauling agreement will only cover Township roads, it cannot cover private property.  She suggested that residents video tape their property’s existing conditions.  She also suggested that they speak with the developer directly as the Township will not be involved in that.  Mr. Franson noted that preconstruction videos and pictures of the public right of way will be taken.  





Supervisor Warner moved to approve the 





waiver request of Chapter 13, Section 304C 





of the Harris Township Stormwater 






Ordinance, Chapter 11, Article III, Section 1 





of the Harris Township Subdivision 






Ordinance and Chapter 11, Article IV, 






Section 2.26 of the Harris Township 






Subdivision Ordinance; and the Hawk 






Ridge Preliminary Subdivision plan 






contingent upon the execution of a 







parkland agreement between the developer 





and the Township, the execution of a 






hauling agreement between the developer 






and the Township, the inclusion of a note 






on the plan stipulating that the developer 






will pay for the signage and street markings 





at the intersection of Main Street and 






Academy Street, should the Township 






decide to install a four way stop sign at this 





intersection, that the access issue at the 






southern end of Academy Street and Emma 





Court be decided to the satisfaction of the 






Township Solicitor, and the satisfaction of 





all outstanding review comments from the 





January 2, 2008 letter of the Zoning Officer, 





the March 11, 2008 letter of the Township 





Engineer and the March 13, 2008 letter of 





the Senior Planner.  Supervisor Wilson 






seconded the motion.  The motion was






approved unanimously.  

C.
HUBBS MINOR SUBDIVISION PLAN:

Mr. Shea said on February 21st, Staff received a minor subdivision plan from Henry Surveys/Mease Associates for the subdivision of Virginia Hubbs property at 305 South Academy Street.  Ms. Hubbs owns 2.62 acres within the water and sewer service area that presently includes her house.  She proposes to subdivide a .28 acre lot that fronts South Academy Street.  

He said that two reviews of the plan have been completed and a short list of relatively minor items remains outstanding.  Most of those issues have been addressed.  The only two things that remain outstanding are:

1. Chapter 11, Article III, Section 1.4.2, execute the owner signature block 

2. Chapter 11, Article IV, Section 5.1, provide documentation from UAJA that                                   capacity is available so that staff can complete the exemption postcard.  
Mr. Shea said in regards to the second comment, the Township has received a letter from UAJA and the planning module exemption postcard has been signed and returned to Henry Surveys.  He said it is probably on its way to DEP.  Until Mr. Shea hears back from DEP that the exemption will be granted, the ordinance requirement is not met.  He suggested approval contingent on completion of those two items.   





Vice-Chairman Graham moved to approve 





the Hubbs Minor Subdivision Plan 






contingent upon satisfactory completion of 





review comments from the April 8, 2008 






letter of the Zoning Officer.  Supervisor 






Hameister seconded the motion.  The 






motion was approved unanimously. 


D.
COLLECTION OF DELINQUENT EARNED INCOME TAX 



PAYMENTS:

Ms. Farkas said the State College Area School District has asked each municipality to consider approval of a contract with Statewide Tax Recovery Inc.  The contract would allow Statewide to collect back earned income taxes on behalf of the Township and the State College Area School District.  These past due accounts would be turned over by the Township to the collector.  The Township would not be charged any fees, however, the delinquent taxpayer would be subject to extra fees in addition to the back taxes due to cover the cost of the service.  
Ms. Farkas said that this contract would not replace the Township’s current efforts to collect back earned income tax.  Statewide would be asked to recover monies after the Township and the School District have exhausted all of their internal collection efforts.  The company would be asked to track down people who have moved or who otherwise cannot be located and who owe amounts that are too small to be turned over to the District Justice.  Only taxpayers owing more than $100 will be turned over to Statewide; the Township typically turns taxpayers owing more than $1,000 over to the District Justice.  
Ms. Farkas said that this has not been a major issue for Harris Township as much as it is in other areas where there are a lot of transient students.  She said there are cases where people have moved out of the area that the tax collector has been unable to locate them for collection.  

Vice-Chairman Graham asked who the Township currently uses to locate delinquent payments.  Ms. Farkas said the Township Finance Director is currently doing this for Harris Township.  
Ms. Farkas pointed out that there will be no expense to the Township to take part in this.  She added that it would be beneficial to the School District as well.  Vice Chairman Graham stated that he is not inclined to rush into anything.  
Supervisor Hameister noted in the collection agreement, item number 3 states that the schedule of fees and costs is available upon request.  He made that request.  Also, item 4 states that ‘from time to time’, he asked for clarification as to what that means.   






Vice-Chairman Graham moved to table the 





matter until the next Board meeting.  






Supervisor Warner seconded the motion.  





The motion passed unanimously.  


E.
RESOLUTION 08-05: REVISING THE BUILDING PERMIT FEES 


FOR THE CENTRE REGION CODE AGENCY:

Ms. Farkas said at its February meeting, the General Forum asked each municipality to amend its fee resolution to revise how fees are calculated for all renovation projects, with the exception of one and two family dwellings.  The new fees aim to provide a more accurate and fair way for the Code Office to recover its costs by establishing an application fee, a plan review fee and a site meeting/inspection fee.  






Supervisor Warner moved to approve 






Resolution 08-05, revising the building 






permit fees for the Centre Region Code 






Agency.  Supervisor Wilson seconded the 






motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  

F.
APPOINTMENTS TO THE CENTRE REGION BUILDING AND 


HOUSING CODE BOARD OF APPEALS:






Vice-Chairman Graham moved to approve 





the following people to the Centre Region 






Building and Housing Code Board of 






Appeals for a term ending March 1, 2011:






Laura Chuba, Property Maintenance Board; 





John Deffenbaugh, Core Board; Robert 






Hoffman, Core Board; Robert Kistler, 






Electrical Board; Heidi Nicholas, Core 






Board; Michael Norris, Plumbing Board; 






Edward Olsen, Core Board – Alternate; 






Kenneth Sagen, Mechanical Board; Walter 





Schneider, Core Board; Dave Shotsberger, 





Core Board – Alternate and Electrical 






Board; Michael Siggens, Core Board; Dan 





Smith, Plumbing Board; Rob Veronesi, Core 





Board and Nicole Woodring, Property 






Maintenance Board.   Supervisor Wilson 






seconded the motion.  The motion was 






approved unanimously.  

G.
DESIGNATION OF APRIL 19TH AS WATERSHED CLEANUP DAY:

Ms. Farkas said ClearWater Conservancy will hold a Watershed Cleanup Day on April 19th.  The organization has asked the Township to officially designate April 19th as Watershed Cleanup Day in the Township.  The Township has also been asked to provide financial assistance to help cover the cost of tipping fees.  The Township provided assistance with the tipping fees in 2005, 2006 and 2007.  She said this contribution counts toward the items the Township has to complete for the NPDES permit each year.  






Supervisor Warner moved to designate 






April 19th as Watershed Cleanup Day.  






Chairman Lee seconded the motion.  The 






motion passed unanimously.  


H.
MEMORIAL DAY STREET CLOSINGS:
Ms. Farkas noted that each year the Boalsburg Fire Company and Memorial Day Committee request closure of Township streets to accommodate the events of the weekend. 
Closed to Traffic – Monday, Memorial Day (May 26th)

0730-1700:
Main Street


Boal Avenue to Tennis Alley




S. Church Street

Chambers Alley to the Diamond




N. Church Street

Boal Avenue to the Diamond




S. Academy Street

Chambers Alley to Main Street




N. Academy Street

Main Street to Pine Street




Loop Road


Chambers Alley to Main Street




Rockey Alley


Full length




East Pine Street

Boal Avenue to N. Church Street




West Pine Street

N. Church Street to Tennis Alley




Old Boalsburg Road

N. Church Street to Boal Estate

1730-1800
S. Church Street

Chambers Alley to the Diamond

1745-1800
N. Church Street

The Diamond to Boal Avenue

1800-1900
N. Church Street

Pine Street to Boal Avenue




Old Boalsburg Road

North Church Street to Boal Estate

0830-0930
Chambers Alley (west)
Church Street to West Main Street

(Fun Run)
West Main Street

Full length




Bailey Lane


Full length




West Pine Street

Full length




Wagner Street

Full length

0800-2330
East Pine Street
Church Street to Academy Street 

Closed to Traffic – Thursday, Friday, and Saturday (22nd, 23rd, 24th)

1700-2330:
East Pine Street

Church Street to Academy Street

Closed to Traffic – Saturday (24th)

1600-1930:
East Main Street

Boal Avenue to the Diamond

(Parade)
West Main Street

The Diamond to Shingletown Road (Rt. 45)




East Pine Street

Boal Avenue to Church Street




West Pine Street

Church Street to Wagner Street




Wagner Street


Full length




North Church Street

Boal Avenue to Chambers Alley




Academy Street

East Pine Street to Chambers Alley

No Parking – Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Monday (22nd, 23rd, 24th, 26th)



East Pine Street, North Side


Church Street to Boal Avenue



Old Boalsburg Road



Church Street to Boal Estate

(North side, across from homes; both sides west of homes)


“Temporary – No Parking” signs will be placed at these locations and remain in place during the period.  Enforcement by SCPD will occur only during hours of operation of the carnival.

No Parking – Monday (26th)

0600-1700:
Chambers Alley (both sides)
Loop Road to Tennis Street




Main Street (both sides)
Boal Avenue to Tennis Alley




Loop Road (both sides)
Boal Avenue to Chambers Alley 





Vice-Chairman Graham moved to approve 





the street closings and temporary “no 






parking” zones as described, and request 






permission from PennDOT to cover the “no 





parking” signs on Route 45 during the events on 





Memorial Day. Supervisor Warner seconded the 





motion. The motion was approved 







unanimously.


I.
RESOLUTION 08-06: ESTABLISHING A SISTER CITY WITH LA 


COMMUNE DE MENTHON, FRANCE:

Chairman Lee said on a recent trip abroad, he discussed establishing a sister city relationship with the town of Menthon, France.  The city has a connection to the Boal family.  Sister city relationships are typically established as cultural exchanges between the two communities.  He said there could be some costs but many benefits.  He said benefits include touring for international recognition and exchanging ideas.  

Vice-Chairman Graham said he does not feel comfortable with having Menthon, France as a Sister City.  He said it should simply be referred to as a cultural exchange.  He said he would like to see another Sister City perhaps but not necessarily in France.  He and Supervisor Warner agreed that it seemed more of an exchange between relatives.  
Supervisor Wilson said he felt that it would not be necessary to incur any expenses to establish a Sister City, but otherwise felt the cultural exchange would be worthwhile.  

Supervisor Hameister said he does not feel that establishing this cultural exchange is directly related to what the Board of Supervisor’s are charged to do, which involves protecting the health, safety and welfare of the Township.  






Supervisor Wilson moved to approve 






Resolution 08-06: Establishing a Sister City 





with La Commune De Menthon, France.  






Chairman Lee seconded the motion.  The 






motion was defeated 3-2 with Supervisors 






Hameister, Warner, and Vice-Chairman 






Graham voting against the motion.  





Supervisor Wilson moved to establish a 






relationship for a cultural relationship with 





the town of Menthon, France.  Chairman 






Lee seconded the motion.  The motion was not 





considered further as several of the Supervisors 





felt they needed more time to consider the 





matter. 
MANAGER’S REPORT:
Ms. Farkas reported that Harris Township has been designated a Tree City USA.  She said the Township will set up a formal ceremony and will be receiving a plaque as well.  
Ms. Farkas made note that brush collection will be the week of April 21st, and leaf collection will be the week of April 28th.  She said the CDT put the wrong date in the paper, but has since then fixed it.  

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS:






Supervisor Warner moved to approve 






voucher transmittal sheet No. 2008-4 in the 





amount of $104,601.85.  Supervisor Wilson 





seconded the motion.  The motion was 






approved unanimously.  
COG COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Executive Committee:  Chairman Lee said that Vice-Chairman Graham gave a report to the Board at their March meeting.  
Personnel Committee:  Supervisor Wilson said the Personnel Committee continued to discuss amendments to the sexual harassment policy.  They also discussed a health insurance opt out incentive for COG employees.      
Finance Committee:  Vice-Chairman Graham said the Finance Committee will be meeting at 7:30, April 15th at the COG.  
Public Services Committee:  Supervisor Hameister said they discussed the beneficial reuse project with new elected officials.  He said they also discussed the new emergency management proposal.  
Spring Creek Watershed Commission: Supervisor Hameister said they will be meeting on April 16, 2008.  He said Ms. Liggett would be giving a presentation on the Ridge Overlay Protection Ordinance.  
Transportation Committee/MPO: Chairman Lee said there was no Transportation Committee meeting in April.  He said an MPO report was included in the Board’s packet.   
Code Committee:  Supervisor Warner said a report was included in the Board’s packet. 
Ad Hoc Regional Parks & Recreation Committee:  Supervisor Warner said the Committee met with the School Board to discuss parking for the Welch pool.  
ADJOURNMENT:






There being no further business to discuss, 





Supervisor Warner moved to adjourn the 






meeting.  Supervisor Wilson seconded the 





motion.  Chairman Lee adjourned the 






meeting at 9:01 PM.  
Respectfully Submitted,

Amy Farkas

Township Secretary 
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