HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Regular Meeting
Minutes of August 13, 2007
 
A meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors was called to order on August 13, 2007 at 7:36 PM in the Township meeting room by Chairman Dennis Hameister.  In attendance were Supervisor Clifford Warner, Supervisor Nigel Wilson, Supervisor Charles Graham and Vice Chairman Christopher Lee. 

Also in attendance were Harris Township Manager Amy Farkas, Zoning/Ordinance Enforcement Officer Todd Shea, Administrative Secretary Suzanne Shirvani, Nick Zepp, C-Net; Steve McElmee, C-Net; Fred DiMuccio, resident; Cathy Flood, Boalsburg Alliance; Chad Stafford, Penn Terra Engineering; Dan Nold, Calvary Baptist Church/Harvest Fields; Brad Karch, KBBH representative; Christian and Tammie Duran, Baseball Heaven; Bruce Lord, resident; Paul Rittenhouse Sr., resident, and Chris Dry, Boalsburg Fire Company. 

Approval of minutes: 

Supervisor Warner moved to approve the minutes of July 9th meeting, and July 25th meeting.  The motion was seconded by Vice Chairman Lee.  The motion was approved unanimously with Chairman Hameister abstaining due to his absence at the July 9th meeting.  
Citizen Comments: 
There were no public comments.

Township Business: 

A.
 Mid Year Update From State College Police Chief Tom King:

Chief King gave the Board a general update on the number of calls and responses for service.  The hours requested by Harris Township through July 2007 were 2,211. The hours received were 2,363, putting it 6.8 percent above the Township’s planned budget.  Calls for service went up since 2006 and citations went down by 50 percent.  Chief King said the total number of crashes went down from last year but remain at an average number. Thirty crashes occurred on Boal Avenue and 13 on Earlystown Road.   
Chief King noted that small crimes such as vandalism went up from the previous years. Vice Chairman Lee inquired as to what would attribute to the change in a higher number of crimes.  Chief King said nice weather could have an effect on it, due to more people being out.  Chairman Hameister asked what was included in drug violations, if it was just sales or something more.  Chief King said it could include sales, use, products, or possession.   Supervisor Wilson inquired as to why Harris Township was over the budgeted hours for 2007.  Chief King said that staffing levels could have an effect on it as well as the number of calls for service may have been up.  He said that Harris Township’s busy season is from May until August.  He feels the hours should average out by the end of the year.  
 Mr. Rittenhouse inquired of Chief King about Route 45, if there was any action or knowledge of the speed limit being lowered from 55mph to 45mph.  Chief King said that PennDOT owns the road and that crash data does not support lowering the speed limit.  He noted that they tried in the past to have that changed and PennDOT denied the request.  Chairman Hameister asked if the Police Department could install a vascar line to keep speeding down.  Chief King said they will work with the Township on achieving that.  
B.
 Update from State College Borough Water Authority Representative Gert Aron:

Mr. Aron reported to the Board that the State College Water Authority continues to provide excellent water service at a very low rate of $3.55 per 1000 gallons.  He noted that almost all of the fire hydrants in Harris Township have improved water pressure and are checked frequently.  Mr. Aron said the system has been given the highest ratings by DEP.  

C.         Request from Baseball Heaven Organizers to Amend the Cultural Zoning 
District:

Ms. Farkas told the Board that Christian and Tammie Duran have asked Harris Township to consider amending the permitted uses within the Township’s Cultural District.  The changes would allow community meetings, including conventions and weddings, retail sales and parking for community events on and off site.  

Ms. Farkas noted that if the Board was to approve the amendment to the Cultural Zoning District and the Duran’s decided to not to go through with Baseball Heaven that it would leave the district open to the newly permitted uses.  
Chairman Hameister noted that they could do one of two things-- to request that the item be forwarded to the Planning Commission and the Centre Region Planning Agency for review or to generally discuss the request at this meeting. 
Supervisor Graham noted that his concern would be that if Baseball Heaven were to come to Boalsburg it would open the town up to heavy traffic.  He felt that amending the zoning would mean that fast food restaurants could potentially try to locate there.  General discussion ensued about possible changes that could occur due to an amendment to the Zoning District.    
Supervisor Warner motioned to forward the item for discussion to the Planning Commission.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Wilson.  It was approved 4-0, with Vice Chairman Lee abstaining from the vote as his family owns the land that Baseball Heaven is interested in locating on.  
D. 
Request from Columbia Gas to Use Nittany View Park As Staging Area:

Ms. Farkas noted that Columbia Gas of PA, Inc. is seeking permission from Harris Township to allow the use of a section of Nittany View Park as a staging area for equipment, pipe and stone during the construction of the pipeline to the Liberty Hill subdivision.  

Mr. Shea noted that he and Mr. Franson met with Columbia Gas and they reported that they are about 95 percent sure that the gas line will run from Fieldstone to Mary Elizabeth Street, down the Boalsburg Pike to the Liberty Hill property.  Anyone living on that line could potentially tap into the gas line.  Supervisor Graham said that he wanted the input of the neighbors before voting on anything. 
Chairman Hameister asked that Columbia Gas be invited to the next Board meeting to answer questions.  Supervisor Graham said the neighbors should also be notified.   
E.
 Aikens Preliminary Subdivision and Land Development Plan (Master Plan): 
Chairman Hameister noted that because Mr. Stafford dropped the master plan off on Friday before closing, staff did not have time to review the revised plans.  Chairman Hameister told Mr. Stafford that he had two options; to deliver a letter granting a time extension or take a denial of the plan.  Mr. Stafford handed a time extension to staff. 
F. 
Gross Vehicle Weight Limit Ordinance Discussion:

Ms. Farkas noted that at the Board’s July meeting, staff included a draft ordinance which exempted local deliveries to residential properties that can only be accessed by a weight restricted road.  Several supervisors questioned if this language would allow developers building homes at the top of a weight-restricted road to avoid the bonding requirements.  Staff sent the draft ordinance to the Solicitor for review.  The Solicitor feels that the language as written would allow a developer building a residential property to avoid bonding requirements, as he could claim he is making a local delivery to the property.  He suggested that the language be changed to exempt local deliveries to existing residential structures.  
Supervisor Wilson moved to direct staff to advertise the draft ordinance for adoption at the September meeting.  Supervisor Warner seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  
G.
2008 COG Program Plan:

Ms. Farkas noted that the 2008 COG Program Plan has been forwarded to the municipalities for comment.  She said if the Board has any comments they can email them to her and she will forward all comments to Jim Steff.  

Vice Chairman Lee commented on pages 108: Centre Region Planning Agency.  He inquired as to what areas are being contemplated for land use plans once those in the State College and Halfmoon/Patton areas are completed?  He inquired on page 124: Centre County Metropolitan (Transportation) Planning Organization; he commented that the MPO is to be commended for coordination land use and transportation planning.  He said the process should be broadened beyond prioritizing separate projects to a comprehensive review using Centre County’s demography and geography to determine where growth is desirable and should be supported with infrastructure, including transportation facilities, and where growth is not desirable and infrastructure should not be put in.  Supervisor Lee also noted that regarding the upcoming riparian stream buffer ordinance, he supports the protection of sensitive environmental areas, but has some concern that a balance be struck that will protect land owners from financial burdens associated with the buffering requirements.  
H.
Proposed Ordinance 271: Amendments to Fire Protection Ordinance:

Ms. Farkas noted that a public hearing was held on this matter earlier in the evening.  The Board forwarded the fire protection ordinance to the Planning Commission several months ago for review.  The Planning Commission was asked to consider the following issues in drafting their recommendations to the Board: sprinkler systems; tank ownership and maintenance; timing issues; lot lines; and sharing of tanks.  

The Planning Commission drafted an ordinance which permits the installation of sprinkler systems in one and two family dwelling units, changes the location of a tank from 750 feet from the lot line to 750 feet from the building setback line and allows for tank installation to be delayed until a structure is built on the property, provided surety is posted.  Per the Board’s recommendations, the language in the ordinance allows surety to be posted in five year renewable increments.   Further discussion ensued.  
Supervisor Warner moved to adopt ordinance 271 and Vice Chairman Lee seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.
I.
Proposed Ordinance 273: Adopting the Articles of Agreement for the Spring 
Creek Watershed Commission:

Ms. Farkas noted that there was a public hearing on this matter earlier this evening.  She said that Chairman Hameister had discussed the idea of joining the Spring Creek Watershed Commission back in December.  At that time, the Board was agreeable.  Chairman Hameister suggested that the Township wait to adopt the articles of agreement until after others had signed on.  To date, Bellefonte Borough, Benner Township, Centre Hall Borough, College Township, Ferguson Township, Halfmoon Township, Milesburg Borough, Patton Township, Potter Township, Spring Township, Walker Township and State College Borough have all indicated their willingness to join the commission.  

Supervisor Warner moved to approve Ordinance 273, adopting the articles of agreement for the Spring Creek Watershed Commission.  Vice Chairman Lee seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.
J. 
Request from Boalsburg Village Conservancy to Close Main Street:

Ms. Farkas said that the Boalsburg Village Conservancy requested permission to close West Main Street from the Diamond to Tennis Alley on October 6th from 11:00 AM, to 5:00 PM for the Boalsburg Multicultural Columbus Festival.  The Conservancy indicated that traffic will be allowed to access Church Street from the Diamond.  In addition to the street closing, the Conservancy also requested permission to place flags in the Township right of way.  

Supervisor Graham moved to approve the closing of Main Street from the Diamond to Tennis Alley on October 6th from 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM and to allow the placement of flags in the Township right of way. Chairman Hameister seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.
K. 
Use of Boalsburg Fire Police:

Ms. Farkas noted that the Arc of Centre County has requested the use of the Boalsburg Fire Police on September 15th from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM and September 16th from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM for its fourth annual Maze Craze at the Wasson farm. 

Vice Chairman Lee moved to approve the use of Boalsburg Fire Police for the Arc of Centre County on September 15th from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM and September 16th from 10:00 Am to 5:00 PM for its fourth annual Maze Craze at the Wasson Farm. Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. It was approved unanimously.  
L. 
Trick or Treat Night:

Ms. Farkas noted that the General Forum recommended that trick or treat night be held on October 31, 2007 from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM. 
Vice Chairman Lee moved to set October 31, 2007 as trick or treat night in Harris Township.  Supervisor Warner seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously. 
Manager’s Report:

Ms. Farkas reported to the Board that Harris Township has been selected as a 2007 Waste Watcher Award Winner for outstanding special event recycling for its Memorial Day recycling efforts. 
Approval of Vouchers:

Supervisor Graham moved to approve voucher transmittal sheet No. 2007-8 in the amount of $173,954.83.  Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously.  
COG Committee Reports:

Executive Committee:



Chairman Hameister noted that the Executive Committee will meet on August 21st.   
Personnel Committee:


Supervisor Wilson said the Personnel Committee met on July 10th.  He said they discussed the merit pay plan and whether or not it should be renewed.  He noted that they will be meeting again on August 14th.  
Finance Committee:

Supervisor Graham noted that the Finance Committee will meet on August 14th.  
Public Services Committee:

Chairman Hameister noted that the Public Services Committee met on August 8th. He said the main topic of discussion was the sewage management program.  
Spring Creek Watershed Commission:

Chairman Hameister said that the Spring Creek Watershed Commission did not meet this month.
Transportation Committee/MPO:

Vice Chairman Lee noted that the Transportation Committee discussed its structure and about having the Transportation Committee merge with the Centre Regional Planning Commission.  They also talked about priorities for transit in the Centre Region.  
Code Committee:

Supervisor Warner noted that the Code Committee report was included in the Board’s packet. 
Ad Hoc Regional Parks and Recreation Committee:

Supervisor Warner noted that the Ad Hoc Regional Parks and Recreation Committee report was included in the Board’s packet. 
Ad Hoc Stream Buffer Committee:

Chairman Hameister noted that the Ad Hoc Stream Buffer draft ordinance will be discussed at the General Forum on August 27th. 
Executive Session:

The Board convened an Executive Session to discuss a personnel matter.  
Adjournment:

There being no further items to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 10:05 PM. 
Respectfully Submitted,

Amy Farkas
Township Secretary
