HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Regular Meeting
Minutes of September 10, 2007
A meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors was called to order at 7:33 PM by Chairman Dennis Hameister on September 10th.  Members present were Vice-Chairman Christopher Lee, Supervisor Nigel Wilson, and Supervisor Cliff Warner.  Supervisor Charles Graham was not present.  

Staff members present were Harris Township Manager Amy Farkas; Zoning/Ordinance Enforcement Officer Todd Shea; Centre Regional Senior Planner D.J. Liggett; and Administrative Secretary Suzanne Shirvani.  Also in attendance were Steven Fitzgerald, C-Net; Nick Zepp, C-Net; Joanne Shafer, Centre County Solid Waste Authority; Kirk Auger, Nittany Grove; John Ferguson, Columbia Gas of PA, Inc.; Chad Stafford, Penn Terra Engineering; Fred Dailey II, resident; Eric Casanave, Penn Terra Engineering; Lu Hoover, resident; Kathy Weckerly, resident; Mary Dunkle, resident; Patricia Sprout, resident; Brad Karch, KBB; Dave Wilson, resident of Altoona; Cathy Flood, Boalsburg Alliance; Paul Rittenhouse Sr., resident; and Michael Greene, resident.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Supervisor Warner moved to approve the minutes from the August 13th regular meeting and the August 13th public hearings.  Vice-Chairman Lee seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved unanimously.  

CITIZEN COMMENTS:

Chairman Hameister took a few moments to present to the Township as a contributing partner to the Musser Gap project, a photo of the property.  Harris Township contributed $29,000.  
Vice-Chairman Lee wanted to let the public know of a few Heritage events coming up.  On October 6th he said Boalsburg will celebrate its Multi-Cultural Columbus Festival from 12:00 PM to 4:00 PM on the Diamond. The Boalsburg Columbus Ball at the Boal Mansion will be held on October 6th at 7:30 PM.  On September 26th at 7:30 PM, there will be a planning meeting to discuss the 200th anniversary for Boalsburg.  The public is invited to attend all of these events.  

Supervisor Wilson wanted to let the public know that the husband of Mary Lou Barber died late last week.  He said she was a receptionist for Harris Township and he said that she served the Township well.    

TOWNSHIP BUSINESS:

A.
Presentation of 2007 Waste Watcher Award:

Joanne Shafer, Deputy Director of the Centre County Solid Waste Authority, presented the Township with its 2007 Waste Watcher award.  The Township was recognized for its recycling efforts on Memorial Day.  

B.
Request from Columbia Gas to use Nittany View Park as a Staging Area:

Ms. Farkas said that Columbia Gas will be running gas lines from the Fieldstone development along Brandywine Drive to Liberty Hill.  During installation, they have requested permission from the Township to stage equipment, pipe and stone in Nittany View Park.  She said they are interested in storing it in the same general area that the Township’s pipe for the bike path is being stored.  She said that Columbia Gas has indicated they would need to use the park for a three month period.  Ms. Farkas read a note from Supervisor Graham who does not approve of Columbia Gas using Nittany View Park as a staging area.  She also noted a phone call she received from Anna McGrail on Pine Tree Avenue, who is also against staging equipment at the park.
John Ferguson from Columbia Gas Company came up with a route that includes one mile worth of pipe, and they would like to use the park as a staging area.  Supervisor Warner asked what the timeline would be.  Mr. Ferguson replied that Columbia Gas would like to start as soon as possible.  He said it would be a three month period for staging, until mid December.  Supervisor Wilson asked how much space they would need to use.  Mr. Ferguson replied there is an open grass plot next to the parking area.  He said they tried to keep it as far away as possible from the park area.  
Mr. Ferguson expressed Columbia Gas’ desire to be good neighbors and that they have taken into account how those who use the park or are near the park will be affected.  He said that they are willing to look at any kind of partnership.  

Mr. Ferguson said that Liberty Hill is willing to stage the pipe if they are denied use of the park as a staging area.  He noted that it would be an inconvenience to them due to the construction at Liberty Hill. 

Fred Dailey, a resident of Boalsburg Pike, expressed his opposition to Columbia Gas using the park as a staging area.  He introduced himself as a former police officer and said that he recognizes the dangers of using the park as a staging area.  He said the area is nothing but a dust bowl right now and the dust comes down onto his property.  He said that it is contaminated with salt.  He noted that the pipes have been there for two years and the kids that play on them may likely get hurt.
Ms. Farkas said the bike path should be finished by October 31st.  She said that the Township does not have enough space to store equipment.  She added that the Township is looking into building a new maintenance garage that will provide the Township with more storage space.  Ms. Farkas added that the Township is looking into making significant upgrades to the parking area at the park, such as paving it.  Mr. Dailey said two years ago he talked to Supervisor Graham and was told then that the Township was looking for a new property.  He inquired as to why this has not changed.  Ms. Farkas said they are waiting for a sufficient location.
Mr. Ferguson addressed Mr. Dailey’s concerns and added that he would not refute any of these issues and stated that he is just asking for consideration.  

Supervisor Wilson agreed that at the expense of protecting the citizen’s safety and welfare, Columbia Gas should not use the park as a staging area.  He noted that we have used it for convenience for long enough and Columbia Gas should find somewhere else to use for staging. 
Supervisor Warner agreed with Supervisor Wilson and noted that the traffic at that intersection is very bad.  He said people cut that corner and Mr. Dailey said that he has nearly been broadsided several times.  
Supervisor Warner moved to deny the request from Columbia Gas to use Nittany View Park as a staging area and to request that they use a different area, such as Liberty Hill.  Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

C.
Request to Place a Sign in the Public Right Of Way:
Ms. Farkas said this agenda item has been withdrawn.  

D.
Aikens Preliminary Subdivision and Land Development Plan (Master Plan):

Mr. Shea said that Staff has completed a fifth review of this plan which seeks to create the proposed lots for several projects that will then be developed separately.  Additionally, the plan contains two sheets that would officially establish the B.I.G. property as an Industrial Park.  He said the Board received a time extension at the August meeting to allow the developer to address the remaining comments from the fourth review.  The waiver requests are as follows:

Chapter 11, Article III, Section1 – to allow plan scale at smaller than 1” = 50’. 

Chapter 11, Article III, Section 1.2.4.3 – to allow topographic contour lines at greater than 10 foot intervals. 

Chapter11, Article IV, Section 2.10.3 – to allow the grade at the Honeysuckle Drive intersection to be 6 percent where 4 percent is the maximum.  

Chapter 11, Article IV, Section 2.26 – to allow a road width of less than 20 feet on a one-way portion of the proposed road.  
Chapter 13, Section 304.C – to allow an under drained basin in lieu of recharge.  

Vice-Chairman Lee asked if this plan was to define the setting of lot lines.  Mr. Shea said this is a request to subdivide larger tracts of land into smaller lots.  He said the commercial lots have their own development plans.  He added that there are no requests for development on the table, just creation of lot lines.  

Lu Hoover, a resident of Country Place, encouraged the Township to maintain the current 20 foot easement that serves as the eastern entrance to the park.  She said the easement is currently a tree-lined strip with mature trees and wild honeysuckle and blackberry vines growing on the east side of the grassy entrance area.  She added that it is welcoming and offers a safe entry to and exit from the parklet.  She said giving up the easement would eliminate this entry and encourage residents to cross private properties along Honeysuckle Drive to enter and exit the parklet from the east end. Ms. Hoover further asked the Township to expand the current Country Place Parklet rather than allowing development of housing in the areas shown as lots 9 and 10.  

Mr. Stafford said the engineering was done to move the lots back.  Supervisor Wilson agreed and said it would make more sense than to have an easement through a busy intersection.  Supervisor Warner agreed and is in favor of lots 9 and 10 being moved closer to the intersection.  Mr. Stafford noted that they will be offering parkland areas – including lot 14 and the pond and surrounding land.  General discussion ensued. 
Supervisor Warner moved to approve the waiver requests as submitted;

Chapter 11, Article III, Section1 – to allow plan scale at smaller than 1” = 50’. 

Chapter 11, Article III, Section 1.2.4.3 – to allow topographic contour lines at greater than 10 foot intervals. 

Chapter11, Article IV, Section 2.10.3 – to allow the grade at the Honeysuckle Drive intersection to be 6 percent where 4 percent is the maximum.  

Chapter 11, Article IV, Section 2.26 – to allow a road width of less than 20 feet on a one-way portion of the proposed road.  

Chapter 13, Section 304.C – to allow an under drained basin in lieu of recharge.  

 Vice-Chairman Lee seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously. 

Vice-Chairman Lee moved to approve the Aikens Preliminary Subdivision and Land Development Plan (Master Plan), contingent upon preserving the existing 20 foot easement and satisfactory completion of all items from the September 7th review letter of the Zoning Officer, the September 4th review letter of the Township Engineer and the August 29th review letter of the Senior Planner.  Supervisor Warner seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  
E.
Nittany Grove Preliminary Land Development Plan:

Mr. Shea said that Staff has completed three reviews of this plan which proposes to expand the former Al-Mar Acres Mobile Home Park.  He said the developer, Kirk Auger, and PennTerra Engineering received conditional use approval for the expansion from the Zoning Hearing Board in September 2006. 
Mr. Shea said that one waiver request has been requested for Chapter 13, Section 304.C., which would allow the use of an under drain basin in lieu of recharge.  
The Board asked about the waiver request.  Mr. Casanave said they want to encourage infiltration of storm water runoff and the under drain does this.  Mr. Shea said the Townships Engineer has no objection to this.  Chairman Hameister asked about a CATA bus stop and Ms. Liggett said that it is outside CATA’s service area. 
It was motioned by Vice-Chairman Lee, seconded by Supervisor Wilson to grant a waiver of Chapter 13, Section 304.C to allow the use of an under drain basin in lieu of recharge.  The motion was approved unanimously.  
It was motioned by Supervisor Warner and seconded by Vice-Chairman Lee to approve the Nittany Grove Preliminary Land Development Plan contingent upon satisfactory completion of all comments from the August 31st review letters of the Zoning Officer and Senior Planner and the September 4th review letter of the Township Engineer.   
F. 
Proposed Ordinance 272: Gross Vehicle Weight:

Ms. Farkas noted that a public hearing was held on this matter earlier this evening.  She said proposed Ordinance 272 amends the restrictions on gross vehicle weight by exempting vehicles making local deliveries to existing residential structures which can only be accessed by a weight-restricted road.  

Supervisor Wilson moved to approve Ordinance 272 and Supervisor Warner seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  

G.
Proposed Ordinance 274: Amendments to the On Lot Sewage Disposal Facilities 
Ordinance:

Ms. Liggett said that as part of the Act 537 plan update, the Centre Region has asked each municipality to pass an on-lot sewage management ordinance.  The Township has had a similar ordinance in effect since 1990, although it is unclear if it has been enforced.  She said the major difference between our current ordinance and the proposed version is that it implements the sewage management program Township-wide and requires inspections of existing systems every six years.  She noted that its environmental protection and education reduces malfunction and provides cleaner ground water.  

Vice-Chairman Lee inquired if there was anything in the ordinance about easing the financial burden for the homeowners that will be affected.  Ms. Liggett said there are programs available and the Township should work to make the affected homeowners aware of these programs.
Supervisor Warner moved to direct Staff to advertise Ordinance 274 for adoption.  Chairman Hameister seconded the motion. It was approved unanimously.  

H. 
Gypsy Moth Program

Ms. Farkas said that several areas in the Township experienced problems with gypsy moths this summer.  She said the county has hired a gypsy moth coordinator to oversee its spraying program.  Ms. Farkas said that only one area met the Township guidelines for spraying. She said that Kaywood development and adjoining areas have a total of 60.4 acres.  She added that the cost to spray is $17 per acre.  She said this money must be paid by either the municipality or the homeowner by November 15th.  

Vice-Chairman Lee moved to approve the Township paying for gypsy moth spraying. Chairman Hameister seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.  
MANAGERS REPORT:

Ms. Farkas wanted residents to be aware that construction on the bike path is beginning on Wednesday, and therefore will be closed as well as one lane on South Atherton Street.  She asked that those using the bike path please find an alternative route to ensure safety.  She said that the bike path should be finished by October 31st. 

Ms. Farkas noted that she will not be present at the next month’s Board meeting.  Chairman Hameister asked that the date be moved so that she could be present.  The next Board meeting will be moved from October 8th to October 10th. 
APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS:

Supervisor Warner moved to approve voucher transmittal sheet No. 2007-9 in the amount of $128,249.56.  Vice-Chairman Lee seconded the motion.  It was approved                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      unanimously.  

COG COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Executive Committee: 

Chairman Hameister said that the Executive Committee will be meeting in two weeks.  
Personnel Committee:

Supervisor Wilson said the committee discussed a preliminary code of conduct for employees.
Finance Committee:  

Supervisor Graham was not present.
Public Services Committee:

Chairman Hameister said they will hold their meeting on the last Tuesday of the month of September.  
Spring Creek Watershed Commission:

Chairman Hameister said they have not met. 
Transportation Committee/MPO:

Vice-Chairman Lee said the committee discussed bridge projects.  One project on the list of bridge projects is to replace the bridge on Rock Hill Road over Mackey Run in Linden Hall.  He said that this project is a candidate for Act 44 funding.  He noted that if it is replaced, PennDOT requires that the bridge be widened, a position he said is opposed by a number of Linden Hall residents.
Vice-Chairman Lee said that there is also a project to widen Brush Valley Road.  He added that both of these projects will be discussed and decided on by the CCMPO as part of the 2009-2012 Transportation Improvement Plan process starting this month.  He said that citizen input is welcome in this process. 
Code Committee:

Supervisor Warner said the reports were included in the Board’s packets.
Ad Hoc Regional Parks & Recreation Committee:

Supervisor Warner said the reports were included in the Board’s packets.
Ad Hoc Stream Buffer Committee:

Chairman Hameister said that the model stream buffer ordinance is being reviewed by the General Forum. 
ADJOURNMENT: 

There being no further items to discuss Supervisor Warner moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:55 PM.  Vice-Chairman Lee seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously. 

Respectfully Submitted,

Amy Farkas,

Township Secretary
