HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Regular Meeting
Minutes of July 09, 2007
 

A meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors was called to order on July 09, 2007 at 7:35 PM in the Township meeting room by Vice Chairman Chris Lee. In attendance were Supervisor Clifford Warner, Supervisor Nigel Wilson, and Supervisor Charles Graham. 


Also in attendance were Harris Township Manager Amy Farkas, Zoning/Ordinance Enforcement Officer Todd Shea, Centre Region Senior Planner D.J. Liggett, Administrative Secretary Suzanne Shirvani, Randy Aikens, representative of Aikens Recreational Park; Kathy Henry, representative for Halstuk/Mallouk plan; Dotty Delafield, Harris Township representative to Schlow Centre Region Library Board; Wendy Williams, Nittany View Partnership; Van Winter, Boalsburg Fire Chief; Cathy Flood, Boalsburg Alliance; Paul Rittenhouse, resident and Fred DiMuccio, resident.

Approval of minutes; 

It was motioned by Supervisor Warner, seconded by Supervisor Graham to approve the minutes of the June 11, 2007 meeting. The motion carried unanimously.
 
TOWNSHIP BUSINESS

A.
Update from Schlow Centre Region Library Board Representative Dot Delafield:


Dotty Delafield, Harris Township representative to the Schlow Centre Region Library Board was present to discuss progress and future plans concerning the library. Ms. Delafield said that this year was the 50th birthday of the library. She said that books have been circulating at an increasing rate, with over 700,000 books borrowed this year. In regards to the new parking program, Ms. Delafield said that there has been a lot of positive feedback from the public on the free parking.

 The library has received many awards including two for exemplary programs for children and one for beautifying State College. Another award was granted in conjunction with Centre County Library for their web based data base that provides information on health and human service agencies in the county. 

Ms. Delafield wanted to make note of a few things. One, with the Arts Fest coming up there will be several activities taking place at the library. Also, she said that the library will be the host for the Pennsylvania Library Association which meets once a year. The event will be held in October. 


Vice Chairman Lee commented that a good library is the mark of a good community and he thanked Ms. Delafield for her service.


 Supervisor Graham requested that the library keep in mind in their three to five year outlook of having the next library branch be located in Harris Township. He commented it is not easy for drivers to get to the library as it is busy downtown.
B.
Sale of Township Property: 

Ms. Farkas noted that the Township was recently approached by the Nittany View Partnership to discuss the possibility of purchasing a piece of Township-owned land along Homestead Lane. The land sits adjacent to a piece of industrially zoned ground that the partnership recently purchased and is .76 acres. Ms. Farkas noted that if the Township were to sell the land they would have to have an open bid, and an ad would be placed in the newspaper.

Wendy Williams was present to give a review of Nittany View’s preliminary plans for the land. Nittany View owns two adjoining properties. If they bought the land, they would mainly use it as a buffer while developing the adjoining properties. He said perhaps they would build a shed or warehouse to store their equipment or possible office space. The land is currently residentially zoned and would have to be rezoned for Nittany View’s purposes. 


 Supervisor Wilson inquired as to why the parcel was not large enough for residential purposes or for the Township to build on. Ms. Farkas said she believes it is too steep and is serving as a natural buffer right now. She noted that it has never been maintained by the Township.

Vice Chairman Lee questioned what benefit it would be to Mr. Williams to own this parcel. Mr. Williams said they could use it for storage or possibly they could extend parking for the adjoining parcels.


 Supervisor Graham’s concern is that it opens up the surrounding residents to unwanted traffic that comes with rezoning the property. Supervisor Wilson wants to take a look at it before settling on a plan. None of the Board members were inclined to sell the parcel. They would like to discuss it further. Vice Chairman Lee suggested delaying the matter until the next Board meeting. 
C.
Mallouk/Halstuk Minor Subdivision Plan: 

Mr. Shea said that on May 30th, Henry Surveys submitted a minor subdivision plan that would add a 41’ x 160’ portion of 435 Bailey Lane to 429 Bailey Lane. The lot at 435 is currently vacant; and 429 recently built a home.

Supervisor Graham moved to approve the Mallouk/Halstuk minor subdivision plan and Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. It was approved by unanimous decision. 
D.
Laurel Ridge Preliminary Land Development Plan: 

Mr. Shea said that Ed Walker, through Penn Terra Engineering, has submitted a preliminary plan for the development of the tract between Bear Meadows Road and the second phase of the Laurel Hills development. The plan proposes 10 single-family detached dwelling units in a condominium arrangement with a private driveway.

Mr. Shea said that this was the last meeting for action on the plan without a time extension from the developer. Centre Region Senior Planner DJ Liggett discussed the parkland issue. She said their options for parkland are to possibly create a walkway from Roundhill Road around the east side of the property to the corner of Route 322 end of the property yard, putting a gazebo or a water feature there. The developers and staff agreed providing an amenity would better suite the area and the residents than a park. The developers have yet to provide additional details regarding the private amenity that would satisfy the parkland requirements. Ms. Liggett suggested that it is appropriate for the Board to ask for more specifics. 


Vice Chairman Lee said the Board has two options- one would be to deny the plan because no one was present to ask for an extension. Mr. Shea said another option would be to approve it on the condition that they meet any outstanding review comments. 

It was motioned by Supervisor Graham and seconded by Supervisor Warner to approve the Laurel Ridge Preliminary Land Development plan on the contingency that the developers meet any outstanding review comments by the staff. It was approved unanimously. 
E. 
Waiver Request for Aikens Recreational Park:

Ms. Farkas said Randy Aikens, the developer of Aikens Recreational Park along Bear Meadows Road, is requesting a waiver of the water storage tank regulations for his project. Mr. Aikens was recently informed by the Centre Region Code Administration that he must put sprinklers in each cabin and the general store on his property. Boalsburg Fire Chief Van Winter was present to give input concerning the sprinklers. 


Supervisor Warner moved to approve a waiver of Chapter 11, Article IV, Section 13, Fire Protection Standards, to allow for the installation of sprinklers in lieu of a water storage tank. Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion. It was approved unanimously
F. 
Gross Vehicle Weight Limit Ordinance Discussion: 

Ms. Farkas said at the Board’s June meeting, staff was directed to draft language that would settle two issues: the definition of an essential local delivery and an exemption that would exempt hauling one truckload per year per household from the bonding requirements. 

Vice Chairman Lee inquired as to what protection the Township would lose by making the change and how the residents would benefit. The ordinance states that all local deliveries to residential properties that can only be reached by a weight restricted road should be exempted. Ms. Farkas said this would allow property owners to receive deliveries such as furniture, heating oil and gravel at their property without having to bond the road. 

Supervisor Wilson noted that he is uncomfortable with allowing an exemption for multiple trucks having access for deliveries such as concrete and other construction materials. He wants to be sure that this issue would be covered. Supervisor Warner agreed with Supervisor Wilson. Ms. Farkas suggested running it by the Solicitor and then bringing it up for discussion at the next Board meeting. Supervisor Wilson suggested cleaning up the language to further protect the interest of the Township. 

The Board decided by general consensus to delay the matter until the next Board meeting. 

G.
Draft Revisions to the Fire Protection Ordinance: 


Ms. Farkas said the Board forwarded the Fire Protection Ordinance to the Planning Commission several months ago. The Planning Commission was asked to consider the following issues in drafting their recommendations to the Board:

1. Sprinkler Systems- Chief Winter recommended allowing one and two family 
dwelling units outside the water service area to install sprinklers in lieu of storage 
tanks.


2. Tank Ownership and Maintenance- tanks are currently privately owned. Should 
the tanks be owned and maintained by the Township? A fee would need to be 
assessed if this was done.

3. Timing Issues- at least one developer has questioned why a tank has to go in 
when the land is subdivided, not when a dwelling unit is built. Is there another 
way to set the trigger for the tank?


4. Lot Lines- Chief Winter has concerns with the current regulations, which allow 
a tank to be placed 750 feet from a lot line. He suggests this language be changed 
from lot line to structure to ensure that the storage tank could adequately protect 
the unit on the land.


5. Sharing of Tanks- The issue of how storage tanks can be shared has been 
discussed. This is related to the ownership and maintenance item listed above. 


Ms. Farkas noted that the Planning Commission has had lengthy discussions on the matter. They have drafted an ordinance which permits the installation of sprinkler systems in one and two family dwelling units and changes the location of a tank from 750 feet from the lot line to 750 feet from the building setback line. The Planning Commission is also recommending that tank installation be delayed until the time of construction, provided that surety has been posted. Vice Chairman Lee asked if there was a limitation on surety. Ms. Farkas said five years was the limitation suggested by the Township Solicitor.
 
Vice Chairman Lee inquired if a one or two family unit was criteria for the exemption. Ms. Liggett noted that multi-family structures are required to have sprinkler systems as well as non-residential structures, whereas one or two family units were called out separately. Further discussion ensued.


By general consensus the Board agreed to discuss the ordinance further at its next meeting.
H. 
Proposed Ordinance 269: Parking Restrictions on Previously Posted Streets: 

Ms. Farkas said a public hearing was earlier held on this matter. This ordinance identifies previously posted no parking areas in the Township and makes them legally enforceable. 

Supervisor Warner moved to approve ordinance 269 and Supervisor Wilson seconded. The motion was approved 3-1, with Supervisor Graham voting against it.
I.
Proposed Ordinance 270: Hazel Street Vacation: 


Ms. Farkas said a public hearing was held earlier on this matter. In 2005, the Board approved the abandonment of the right of way between 205 Woodmont Street and 113 Hazel Street subject to the following conditions: (1) that an agreement be drawn up by the property owner and the Township and be properly recorded; (2) that this agreement state that a 10 foot right of way of public pedestrian and non-motorized vehicle traffic access between the property of the Harris Township Community Service Association and the Hazel/Woodmont Streets intersection be maintained; (3) that the right of way should be shared equally between the owner of 113 Hazel Street and 205 Woodmont Street; and (4) that the right of way is not “gated, locked or blocked” by any temporary or permanent structure. All conditions of this approval have been met, meaning the right of way vacation can be approved.

 Supervisor Wilson moved to approve Ordinance 270 and Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. It was approved unanimously.

J.
Resolution 07-12: Increase in Building Permit Fees:

Ms. Farkas said that the Centre Region Code Agency has requested that building permit fees be raised from $.006 per dollar value of total project costs with a minimum fee of $40 to $.0075 per dollar value, with a minimum fee of $56.

Supervisor Warner moved to approve Resolution 07-12. Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion. It was approved unanimously.
K.
Karen Street Leveling Project:

Ms. Farkas said the Township has budgeted $30,500 for the paving of Karen Street this summer. Due to higher than anticipated asphalt costs, the Township Engineer feels it is not possible to pave the street for the amount budgeted. He has proposed leveling the street this summer, with final paving and stormwater work being completed next summer. The Township has requested quotes from local contracting companies to complete the work. Based on the quotes received, the Township Engineer recommends awarding the work to Eby Paving in the amount of $8,086. 

Supervisor Warner approved the recommendation and Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion. It was approved unanimously.
L. 
Boalsburg Village Artisans Road Closure Requests:

Ms. Farkas said the Boalsburg Village Artisans recently notified the Township that the date for the Taste of Boalsburg event has been moved from September 8th to September 29th. The group still wishes to close North Academy Street between Main Street and Rockey Alley from 8:00 AM to 8:00 PM. A certificate of liability insurance has been provided to the Township office.


Supervisor Graham moved to approve the closure of North Academy Street between Main Street and Rockey Alley from 8:00 AM to 8:00 PM on September 29th. Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. It was approved unanimously. 

Manager’s Report:

Ms. Farkas indicated a written report was included in the packet. Discussion ensued on cutting down a tree at 124 North Church Street. Opposition came from Supervisor Graham who said he was interested in protecting the tree. Ms. Farkas said the homeowner needs to repair the sidewalk and in order to do so the tree needs to be cut down due to its roots growing under the sidewalk. She noted that both cannot be saved and it is the homeowner’s responsibility to make sure the sidewalk is safe. Ms. Farkas noted that the tree also has been identified as having some problems by the arborist. The Board asked Ms. Farkas to get a second opinion on the tree before it is removed. 
Approval of Vouchers:

It was motioned by Supervisor Warner, seconded by Supervisor Graham to approve the vouchers in the amount of $74,273.85. The motion was approved unanimously. 
COG/Committee Reports:
Executive Committee:



Chairman Hameister was not present.
Personnel Committee:



Supervisor Wilson noted the committee 






discussed the performance and evaluation 






policy, job descriptions, and the deputy 






emergency management coordinators 






position. 


Finance Committee:



Supervisor Graham noted they will be 






meeting tomorrow.
Public Services Committee:


Chairman Hameister was not present.
Spring Creek Watershed Commission:
Chairman Hameister was not present.
Transportation Committee/MPO

Report included in packet.
Code Committee



Report included in packet.
Ad Hoc Regional Parks &


Did not meet.
Recreation Committee
Ad Hoc Stream Buffer Committee:

Chairman Hameister was not present.



There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 8:47 PM.

Respectfully submitted, 

Amy Farkas
Township Secretary

