HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Regular Meeting

Minutes of April 9, 2007

The regular meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors was called to order on April 9, 2007, at 7:30 p.m. in the Township meeting room by Chairman Dennis Hameister. In attendance were Vice-Chairman Christopher Lee, Supervisor Charles Graham, Supervisor Cliff Warner, and Supervisor Nigel Wilson.
Also in attendance were Harris Township Manager Amy Farkas; Phyllis Favorite, Staff Assistant; Todd Shea, Zoning/Ordinance Enforcement Officer; D.J. Liggett, CRPA Senior Planner; Janayah Pollard and Nick Zepp, C-NET; Van Winter, Boalsburg Fire Chief; Jim Burke, Aegis Realty, George Lower, Lake Roeder Hillard and Associates, and Jim Vance, Traditions of America; Kathy Henry, Antle Subdivision; Hayley Weyhe, Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation; Cathy Flood and Ginny Mulhatten, Township residents.
Approval of Minutes

Supervisor Warner moved to approve the minutes of the March 14, 2007 Public Hearings, and the minutes of the March 14, 2007 Regular Meeting. Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion. Vice-Chairman Lee asked for a wording change. The motion to approve the minutes as changed was unanimous.
Public Comments

Chairman Hameister asked for comments regarding items that were not on the agenda.  

Ginny Mulhatten, Heritage Way, asked for various updates regarding the construction process at the Traditions of America (TA) building site. The questions regarded access, a traffic light, and the location of the sales office. She claimed the development’s promotional material had an incorrect phase sited for beginning construction. Mr. Shea said he was unaware of any promotional material but noted that only what was approved on the plan could be built, despite TA’s alleged representation otherwise.


Vice-Chairman Lee announced that on Sunday, April 15th at the Boalsburg Fire Hall there would be “Cracker Barrel Stories” told by local residents, as well as the kick-off of the 200th anniversary celebration of Boalsburg.


Hayley Weyhe, Walk Chair, requested use of the Boalsburg Fire Police on Saturday, April 28th, beginning at 9:00 a.m., for assistance with the “Walk To Cure Diabetes” for the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation. She noted that she had spoken to the BFP Chief, Dave Geiser.


Supervisor Wilson moved to permit the use of the Boalsburg Fire Police on Saturday, April 28, 2007, to support the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation’s Walk. Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.
TOWNSHIP BUSINESS

A. Antle Minor Subdivision and Sewage Facilities Planning Module

Mr. Shea noted that staff had received the Antle plan on March 5th proposing three agricultural lots from two properties on West Branch Road. The 87-acre lot of Charles Antle would become two lots: a 12-acre lot that includes the existing house and some outbuildings, and a 56.22-acre lot that includes several outbuildings. The reminder of the tract would be added to the Mark Antle lot to the east, increasing it from 14.48 acres to 32.96 acres. He said that staff has completed one review of the plan, and there are a few outstanding items, none which are deemed to be serious or without resolution. He reviewed the items. Mr. Shea added that the Planning Commission has reviewed the Sewage Facilities Planning Module and upon advice by Ms. Liggett recommended its approval.

Supervisor Graham moved to adopt Resolution 07-06, approving the Antle Minor Subdivision Sewage Facilities Planning Module; and moved to approve the Antle Minor Subdivision, contingent upon satisfactory completion of any outstanding review comments, as outlined by staff. Vice-Chairman Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

Supervisor Warner moved that the current owner of the Antle Minor Subdivision Plan must document and meet all current fire protections regulations; that a note is placed on the plan requiring an additional tank or other approved fire suppression system if a structure is built outside of the approved area for fire protection. Supervisor Graham seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.
B. Gross Vehicle Weight Limit Ordinance Discussion 

Ms. Farkas reminded the Board that they had discussed several issues related to the Gross Vehicle Weight Limit Ordinance. She added that Supervisor Wilson had suggested language to enable residents living on a road requiring bonding to haul materials without posting a bond, and noted that the Township Solicitor had been asked for his opinion of the suggested language. While he remarked that the wording was acceptable, he recommended changing a term to reflect residential dwellings, as opposed to owner-occupied dwelling, thus allowing deliveries to rental properties. 


Mr. Shea noted that the Township would need to consult the Township Engineer to determine if a road is suitable before deliveries could be made, and explained the current procedure. He cautioned that if the Board decides to require no posting of surety and permits such deliveries, there is no recourse if a delivery truck damages a road. He added that, with the proposed changes, staff is being asked to make a determination whether a delivery truck can or cannot be permitted to use a weight-limited road, and that the Township must cover the cost of damage if that determination is incorrect.  General discussion ensued.


Supervisor Graham expressed concern about gerrymandering an ordinance to fit special circumstances which could result in expense to the Township. He suggested that the exemption could be granted by permit. Supervisor Wilson recommended charging a fee for such a permit to address the cost to the Township for staff’s time. Ms. Farkas said the staff would likely be the Township Engineer. Mr. Shea cautioned that the applicant information is volunteered, and not necessarily accurate; information required would need to be defined. General discussion ensued.

Chairman Hameister asked staff to draft an amendment for consideration at the May meeting.
C. Parking Restrictions

Ms. Farkas noted that the Board had heard a presentation from State College Police Officer Joseph Zaffuto about state law and its impact on parking. In particular, Pennsylvania law restricts motorists from parking within 20 feet of a crosswalk and 30 feet of a stop sign, thus affecting the intersections of Main and Church Streets, Church and Pine Streets, and Main and Academy Streets in Boalsburg. She said that the Township does not have to take action on this other than to educate the residents and provide curb and pavement markings to make visitors aware of the restrictions. She added that there will be a grace period before the laws are enforced.


Supervisor Wilson asked about the State College Police Department’s position on the subject. Ms. Farkas said she had been in discussions with Officer Zaffuto about the situation. Supervisor Graham stated his opposition to restrictions on parking in the areas identified. Ms. Farkas reminded him that if the Township is aware of a problem and does not take action to address it then the Township could be liable. Supervisor Warner said there is adequate parking in the area, but that visitors are unsure where to park. General discussion ensued.

Chairman Hameister said that the Township would proceed with public education about parking restrictions. Also, the Township will speak with merchants about the issue, as well as their employees’ parking.
D. Signs for Light At Church Street and Boal Avenue 

Ms. Farkas noted that the Boalsburg Village Conservancy is interested in having street signs hung on the traffic signal at Church Street and Boal Avenue, similar to those hung on the light at Shingletown Road and Warner Boulevard in late 2006. Boal Avenue is a state road and the Township must ask permission from PennDOT to install; once that permission is received the Township must pay for the signs to be made and installed.

Supervisor Wilson expressed concern that there is no indication of pedestrian crossing at Boal Avenue, Boalsburg Pike, and Church Street, and noted that it had been requested in the past. Ms. Farkas said she would look at the situation and will ask PennDOT to again paint lines and indicate the crossing with signs as needed.


Supervisor Wilson moved to ask PennDOT for permission to install signs at Church and Boal Avenue. Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.
E. Boalsburg’s 200th Anniversary Celebration

Ms. Farkas noted that the Boalsburg Village Conservancy is forming a community committee to organize activities for Boalsburg’s 200th anniversary. Vice-Chairman Lee contacted the Township to see if anyone from staff or the Board would be interested in joining the committee.

Vice-Chairman Lee said that the kickoff for the event would be at the Boalsburg Fire Hall on April 15th in conjunction with the “Cracker Barrel Stories” presentations. He said that all organizations have been contacted, and asked that all in the Township be involved. The Board asked Ms. Farkas to represent the Township on the committee.
F. Discussion of Previously-Posted No Parking Streets

Ms. Farkas reported that it was discovered that several streets were posted no parking, yet had not been listed in the No Parking Ordinance. The streets include Mount Pleasant Road, Gaylord Lane, Banner Way, Round Hill Road, West Crestview Avenue, Laurel Meadow Lane, South Church Street (at the Diamond), and West Main Street.


Vice-Chairman Lee moved to direct staff to prepare an amendment to the No Parking Ordinance and advertise a public hearing. Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.
G. Resolution 07-07: Authorizing the Submission of a Traffic Signal Permit Application to PennDOT for Earlystown Road (Route 45) and Boal Avenue (SR 3014)

Ms. Farkas noted that Traditions of America (TA) is ready to apply for their permit for the traffic signal at Earlystown Road (Route 45) and Boal Avenue (SR 3014), and that the developer has agreed to pay for the entire cost of the lights.


Supervisor Warner moved to approve Resolution 07-07, authorizing the submission of a traffic signal permit application to PennDOT for Earlystown Road (Route 45) and Boal Avenue (SR 3014). Vice-Chairman Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

Chairman Hameister asked if the traffic preemption system for emergency vehicles is a part of the installation. Ms. Farkas said that it is already included on the plans for both light projects.

H. Resolution 07-08: Authorizing the Submission of a Traffic Signal Permit Application   to PennDOT for Earlystown Road (Route 45) and the U.S. Route 322 Off-Ramp

Ms. Farkas noted that Traditions of America (TA) is ready to apply for their permit for the traffic signal at Earlystown Road (Route 45) and the U.S. Route 322 off-ramp, and that the developer has agreed to pay for the entire cost of the light.

Supervisor Warner moved to approve Resolution 07-08, authorizing the submission of a traffic signal permit application to PennDOT for Earlystown Road (Route 45) and the U.S. Route 322 Off-Ramp. Vice-Chairman Lee seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. 
I.  Deed of Dedication for Liberty Hill Parkland

As part of their conditional plan approval, Traditions of America is required to dedicate the parkland inside Liberty Hill with Phase I. The deed of dedication has been reviewed by the Township Solicitor and the Township Engineer and was found to be in order.

Supervisor Wilson moved to approve the deed of dedication for the Liberty Hill parkland. Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. 
J.  Appointment to Shade Tree Commission

Ms. Farkas reported that there is an opening on the Shade Tree Commission, and that resident Dr. Matthew Hertert, owner of Centre Chiropractic, has applied to fill his position. 

Vice-Chairman Lee moved to appoint Matthew Hertert, DC, to fill an unexpired term on the Shade Tree Commission, to end December 31, 2008. Supervisor Warner seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.
K. Arbor Day Proclamation

Ms. Farkas noted that as a requirement to become a Tree City USA a municipality must proclaim and celebrate Arbor Day. The Shade Tree Commission plans to celebrate Arbor Day with a formal tree planting inside Fasick Park on April 28th as well as by planting several trees along Main Street to commemorate the day.

Supervisor Warner moved to proclaim April 27, 2007 as Arbor Day in Harris Township. Supervisor Wilson seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.
MANAGER’S REPORT


Ms. Farkas presented a written report.
APPROVAL OF VOUCHER SHEET 2007-4
Supervisor Warner moved to approve Voucher Sheet 2007-4, for a total expenditure of $105,535.81. Vice-Chairman Lee seconded the motion. The motion to approve Voucher Sheet 2007-4 was approved unanimously.
COG/COMMITTEE REPORTS
Executive Committee:  
Report included 
Personnel Committee:  
Supervisor Wilson said that there are proposed changes to the employee evaluation policy at COG and it will be tied in with the pay scale.
Finance Committee:  
Supervisor Graham said that there would be discussion about the CATA budget. At this time there is a 4 percent increase requested. He noted that the Township’s share will drop about 7 percent. There was a medical insurance surplus for the COG this year.
Public Services Committee: 
Report included
Spring Creek Watershed Commission:  
Report included
Code Committee:  
Did not meet 
Transportation Committee & CCMPO:  
Transportation report included. CCMPO report included. Additionally, Vice-Chairman Lee distributed a list of Centre Region projects on the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) to be considered for future Transportation Improvement Plans (TIPs), as well as his recommendation for their priorities; he asked for feedback on the rankings, including which project should have the highest priority, and which project could be delayed if necessary. General discussion ensued.

By general consent, the Board said it would prefer that #41, Regional Traffic Management Center, be listed last, and others be raised accordingly, with preference for money to go to roads and not buildings. Vice-Chairman Lee said he would put the recommendations in order.

Discussion of the CCMPO voting and municipal representation issue ensued.

Ad Hoc Regional Parks & 

Recreation Committee                                   Did not meet 
Ad Hoc Stream Buffer Committee

      Report included
OTHER


It was noted that both polling places will now be located at the Boalsburg Fire Hall.
ADJOURNMENT


The meeting was adjourned at 9:18 p.m. by Chairman Hameister.
Submitted by,

Amy Farkas, Township Secretary 
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