HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Regular Meeting
Minutes of June 11, 2007
 

A meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors was called to order on June 11, 2007 at 7:30 PM in the Township meeting room by Chairman Dennis Hameister. In attendance were Vice Chairman Christopher Lee, Supervisor Clifford Warner, Supervisor Nigel Wilson and Supervisor Charles Graham. 
Also in attendance were Harris Township Manager Amy Farkas and Zoning/Ordinance Enforcement Officer Todd Shea. Also present were Cynthia Hahn, C-Net Executive Director; Lewis Jillings, Harris Township representative to the C-Net Board of Directors; Jeff Musser, resident; Lisa Warren, Centre Daily Times Reporter; India Warren, resident; Van Winter and Glenn Dry, Boalsburg Fire Company; Paul Rittenhouse, resident; Cathy Flood, Boalsburg Alliance; Ginny Mulhatten, resident; Nick Zeppo, C-Net; Nichole Vassello, C-Net; and Zach Vonada, resident.

 

Approval of Minutes

It was motioned by Supervisor Warner, seconded by Vice Chairman Lee to approve the minutes of the May 14, 2007 meeting and the May 14, 2007 public hearing. The motion carried unanimously.
 
Public Comments

Chairman Hameister welcomed the members of Boy Scout Troop 380 who were working on their communications badge.

Vice Chairman Lee noted several upcoming activities of the Boalsburg Village Conservancy and the Boal Mansion Museum.


Ms. Farkas reported that due to the recent heavy storm, the Township will hold a one time only brush collection for storm damage. The collection will begin on June 18th at 7:00 AM.


Ginny Mulhatten, a resident of Heritage Way, discussed the dust issues at the Liberty Hill construction site. She asked if there was anything the Township could do to control the dust. Ms. Farkas said she would have the Township Engineer discuss the issue with the contractor. 
TOWNSHIP BUSINESS
A.
Update from C-Net Executive Director Cynthia Hahn:

Cynthia Hahn, C-Net Executive Director, and Lewis Jillings, Harris Township representative to the C-Net Board of Directors, were present to discuss the Township’s programming over the last year. 

Chairman Hameister asked how the programming sponsored in 2006 will affect the Township’s yearly contribution to C-Net. Ms. Hahn explained the funding formula for C-Net. She said yearly contributions were based on a five year percentage of use, meaning the 2008 contribution will be based on the Township’s usage from 2002 to 2006. Funding figures are calculated in this fashion so each municipality isn’t penalized for having an active year. She noted that the Township’s usage of the channel is not increasing dramatically. 


Vice Chairman Lee asked how the cable negotiations with Comcast will affect C-Net. Ms. Farkas said that Comcast has indicated they intend to be very supportive of C-Net. Vice Chairman Lee also inquired about the prospects of local programming on a public access channel. Ms. Farkas said this was still being discussed at the regional level, adding that the Centre Area Cable Consortium has an idea of how to bring local programming to the area.

Supervisor Graham said he hoped C-Net was encouraging other municipalities to become members. Ms. Hahn said that Bellefonte Borough, Benner Township and other municipalities have been given an approximate price to join. She added that Ferguson Township is making a contribution this year.
B.
Hazel Street Vacation:

Ms. Farkas noted that in 2005 the board approved the abandonment of the right of way between 205 Woodmont Street and 113 Hazel Street subject to several conditions: than an agreement be drawn up by the property owner and the Township and be properly recorded; that this agreement state that a 10 foot right of way of public pedestrian and non-motorized vehicle traffic access between the property of the Harris Township Community Service Association and the Hazel/Woodmont Streets intersection be maintained; that the right of way should be shared equally between the owners of 113 Hazel Street and 205 Woodmont Street; and that the right of way is not gated, blocked or locked by any temporary or permanent structure. She noted that these conditions have all been met.

Vice Chairman Lee asked if the 10 foot right of way is still a public right of way. Ms. Farkas said that it is, although it is for bike and pedestrian access only and it will not be paved. 

It was motioned by Supervisor Graham, seconded by Supervisor Warner to direct staff to prepare and advertise an ordinance vacating the right of way between 205 Woodmont Street and 113 Hazel Street. The motion was approved unanimously. 

C.
Gross Vehicle Weight Limit Ordinance Discussion:  


 Chairman Hameister said the topic was brought back to the Board’s attention by Supervisor Wilson. Materials from previous meetings have been compiled and included for discussion purposes.

Supervisor Wilson said he has been really supportive of seeking an exemption clause for the weight limit ordinance the Township currently has. He said he was disappointed its become as complex as it has. He said concern for the potential damage to the Township’s roads has continually been brought up. He feels that granting an exemption through a permitting process that includes an inspection of road conditions by the Township Engineer is intended to ensure roads are safe for hauling. He also noted that he is not in favor of charging a high fee for the permit, as the Township has an engineer on staff part time and the work could be done within his allotted hours.


Mr. Shea said that it has been staff’s position that there is a potential for damage, which is why the original ordinance was adopted. He noted that this issue is about more than just the road surface, as anything in the right of way could be damaged. He said that in the 10 years the ordinance has been in existence there has only been one complaint.


Vice Chairman Lee said he would be looking for suitable language that protects the roads and solves the issue. Supervisor Wilson said that staff was asked to come up with language and instead they found an ordinance from another city that didn’t pertain to this. He added that he felt a simple amendment is all that’s needed. He noted that we have a tax paying resident who needs a load of stone trucked up once a year to keep his property accessible and that this resident should have the right to do that without having the added burden of paying for a bond.

Ms. Farkas noted that making a unilateral change opens the door to potential abuse by others. She said staff didn’t draft language last month because they were unsure how to write something that would not open the door to potential abuse. She noted that if someone could find language that would be suitable, staff would be amenable to amending the ordinance.  


Supervisor Wilson said he felt the solution was a permit process that one would apply for an exemption for a certain number of trips for a stated purpose. He said the engineer would determine when conditions are favorable for hauling when the permit was issued. General discussion on how to craft language that would provide an exemption ensued.

Supervisor Graham said he wouldn’t have a problem with creating an exemption for one truckload per year. He noted that College and Ferguson Townships exempt local deliveries. He questioned how a one truckload per year exemption would be monitored.

By general consensus, the Board asked staff to draft language that would allow for a one truckload per year exemption contingent upon review by the Township Engineer and determination of favorable road conditions. The Board also asked staff to review the definition of an essential local delivery. 
D.
Proposed Ordinance 269: Parking Restrictions on Previously Posted Streets:

Ms. Farkas said staff has revised the ordinance from last month to better define where parking is prohibited on our streets. Supervisor Graham said he felt this was a backdoor way of trying to solve a parking problem downtown. Ms. Farkas noted that these locations have been posted for years, but have never been included in our ordinance. 

It was motioned by Supervisor Warner, seconded by Vice Chairman Lee to proceed with the advertisement of an ordinance for proposed ordinance 269 for action at the Board’s July meeting. The motion was approved 4-1, with Supervisor Graham voting against it. 
E.
Resolution 07-10: CATA Budget:    

Ms. Farkas reported that CATA’s 2007-2008 budget has been referred to each participating municipality for adoption. The Township’s total share is $25,465, with an operating share of $22,170 and a capital share of $3,295. Supervisor Wilson asked if this included the contribution from Tussey Mountain. Ms. Farkas said that it did include the figure, which was approximately $4,200. 

It was motioned by Vice Chairman Lee, seconded Supervisor Warner to approve Resolution 07-10, adopting the 2007-2008 CATA budget. The motioned was approved unanimously.
F.
Resolution 07-11: Extension of Cable Franchise to September 30, 2007: 


Ms. Farkas noted that negotiations are continuing with Comcast. It is hoped that a new cable franchise will be in place in a few weeks.


It was motioned by Supervisor Graham, seconded by Vice Chairman Lee to approve Resolution 07-11, the extension of the cable franchise with Comcast to September 30, 2007. The motion was approved unanimously.
G.
People’s Choice Festival Traffic Safety Requests:

Ms. Farkas said representatives from the State College Borough Police Department, the Township, the Pennsylvania Military Museum, the People’s Choice Festival and the Boal Mansion met recently to discuss traffic safety concerns related to the People’s Choice Festival. Some of the ideas generated were to restrict parking along Boal Avenue and Shingletown Road and to limit left turns into the Pennsylvania Military Museum and the Boal Mansion during peak periods. Pedestrians would then be encouraged to cross at the light at Boal Avenue and Church Street, which would necessitate having fire police at the light to aid with the crossing. The People’s Choice Festival will pay for the fire police needed at the entrance to the museum. They are asking the Township to consider paying for the needed fire police at the traffic signal. 


It was moved by Supervisor Warner, seconded by Supervisor Wilson to direct staff to ask PennDOT for permission to restrict parking along Shingletown Road and Boal Avenue in the vicinity of the traffic signal at Warner Boulevard for the duration of the People’s Choice Festival and to approve sharing the cost of the fire police at the light at Church Street. This motion was later withdrawn by Supervisor Warner and Supervisor Wilson.

Glenn Dry, Boalsburg Fire Company president, noted that they have been negotiating with the People’s Choice Festival on traffic control issues. He said they submitted a contract three months ago and have had several lengthy discussions with representatives from the Pennsylvania Military Museum and the festival. He noted the difficulties in restricting left turns into the museum property. A total of 40 people are needed to manage traffic during all four days of the festival.

Chairman Hameister said it needs to be made clear to festival organizers that traffic safety cannot be handled by security forces, as state law dictates that only state police, local police or special police, which is designated as fire police, can direct traffic on state roads.

Supervisor Graham said this shouldn’t be a Township matter as this should be the responsibility of the person seeking the special event registration. Mr. Shea explained the special event registration process. General discussion ensued.

It was motioned by Supervisor Warner, seconded by Vice Chairman Lee to direct staff to ask PennDOT for permission to restrict parking along Shingletown Road and Boal Avenue in the vicinity of the traffic signal at Warner Boulevard for the duration of the People’s Choice Festival, July 12th to July 15th. The motion was approved unanimously.
H.
Ramsey Way Road Closure Request:

It was motioned by Supervisor Warner, seconded by Vice Chairman Lee to approve the closure of Ramsey Way on June 16th from 3:00 PM to 6:00 PM for the Huntridge Manor Community Picnic. The motion was approved unanimously.
I.
Boalsburg Merchants Street Dance and Party Road Closure Requests:

Ms. Farkas said the Boalsburg Village Merchants are having a street dance and party on July 7th from 7:00 PM to 10:00 PM. 


It was motioned by Vice Chairman Lee, seconded by Supervisor Warner to approve the closure of Main Street from Tennis Alley to Church Street from 6:30 PM to 10:30 PM, the use of the Township’s green space in front of Wesley Scott’s, the use of the Diamond and the use of power from the street lights in the area. The motion was approved unanimously.
J.
Boalsburg Village Artisans Road Closure Requests:


Supervisor Graham asked who the Boalsburg Village Artisans are and questioned why the street needs to be closed. A discussion of the necessity of closing streets for a variety of events ensued.


It was motioned by Vice Chairman Lee, seconded by Supervisor Warner to approve the closure of North Academy Street between Main Street and Rockey Alley on July 14th from 9:00 AM to 9:00 PM for Arts Festival, August 4th from 9:00 AM to 9:00 PM for Arts and Antiques, and September 8th from 8:00 AM to 8:00 PM for Taste of Boalsburg with the condition that a certificate of liability insurance and more information on the organization be provided to the Township. The motion was approved unanimously.
K.
Request to Use Boalsburg Fire Police:


Ms. Farkas said the Port Matilda Fire Company has requested the use of the fire police for their parade on July 21st.  The Township Solicitor has advised that it is okay to do a blanket approval for the use of the fire police by a specific fire company for the remainder of the year. 


It was motioned by Supervisor Warner, seconded by Chairman Hameister to approve the use of the Boalsburg Fire Police for traffic control at events as requested by the Port Matilda Fire Company for the remainder of 2007. The motion was approved unanimously.

L.
Request to Broadcast Flag Day Activities on C-Net:


It was motioned by Vice Chairman Lee, seconded by Supervisor Graham to approve the sponsorship of the Elks Club’s Flag Day program on C-Net. The motion was approved unanimously.
MANAGERS REPORT

 Ms. Farkas indicated a written report was included in the packet. Vice Chairman Lee asked about the estimated costs for the bike path. Ms. Farkas indicated PennDOT’s estimate is $260,000. She noted this was due to the rising costs of asphalt. Asphalt costs are also impacting budgeted paving projects for the summer.

Ms. Farkas discussed an incident involving a person impersonating an official tow truck driver in the Township and a man impersonating the Township constable who was harassing female residents in Centre Estates.

APPROVAL OF VOUCHER SHEET 2007-6

It was motioned by Supervisor Warner, seconded by Vice Chairman Lee to approve Voucher Sheet 2007-6 in the amount of $46,699.13. The motion was approved unanimously.
COG/COMMITTEE REPORTS
Executive Committee:  
Report included in packet. 

Personnel Committee:  
Did not meet.
Finance Committee:  
Will meet tomorrow to discuss the program plan.
Public Services Committee: 
Report included in packet.
Spring Creek Watershed Commission:  
Report included in packet.
Code Committee:  
Report included in packet.
Transportation Committee & CCMPO:  
Report included in packet. The MPO performance review committee continues to discuss the voting structure.
Ad Hoc Regional Parks & 

Recreation Committee                                  
Report included in packet.

Ad Hoc Stream Buffer Committee
The Committee is finishing the model ordinance.

The Board convened an executive session to discuss a personnel matter.


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:50 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted,

 
Amy Farkas 

Township Secretary
