HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Regular Meeting
Minutes of May 14, 2007
 

A meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors was called to order on May 14, 2007 at 7:35 PM in the Township meeting room by Chairman Dennis Hameister. In attendance were Vice Chairman Christopher Lee, Supervisor Clifford Warner and Supervisor Charles Graham. 
Also in attendance were Harris Township Manager Amy Farkas, Zoning/Ordinance Enforcement Officer Todd Shea, Township Engineer Don Franson and Centre Region Planner D.J. Liggett. Also present were Bonnie and Larry Hutchinson, residents; Ray Regan, Penn Terra Engineering; Richard Kipp, Harris Township Representative to the CATA Board; Hugh Mose, CATA; Jim Burke, Traditions of America; Lu Hoover, State College Borough; Dave and Jules Loesch, Loesch Construction, Inc.; Dave Engle, Loesch Construction Inc.; Van Winter, Boalsburg Fire Chief;  Nancy, John and Nathan Potter, Boy Scout Troop 380; Robert and Alek Master, Boy Scout Troop 380; Justin Baker, C-Net; and Laura Rishe, C-Net.

 

Approval of Minutes

It was motioned by Supervisor Warner, seconded by Supervisor Graham to approve the minutes of the April 9, 2007 meeting with the correction as noted by Vice Chairman Lee. The motion carried unanimously.
 
Public Comments

There were no public comments.
TOWNSHIP BUSINESS
A.
Update from CATA Representative Richard Kipp:

 Richard Kipp, Harris Township’s representative to the CATA Board, was present to provide an update on the board’s activities. He noted the recent lobbying activities of the CATA Executive Director and his staff. The governor is currently trying to craft a new transit program which would provide additional funding to smaller systems in the state. 


Mr. Kipp noted that ridership in Harris Township was hit hard in December and January, when temperatures were warmer. Ridership dropped 9 percent in January and was down 21 percent in December. Ridership did rebound later as the weather turned colder. In February, ridership jumped 27 percent, in March, it was up 19 percent and in April, it jumped 27 percent. He noted that that represented the three best consecutive months the B route has ever had. Chairman Hameister asked if the B route was Harris Township specific. Mr. Kipp noted that the majority of the B stops are in Harris Township, with only small numbers from a stop on University Drive. 
B.
Gross Vehicle Weight Limit Ordinance:

Ms. Farkas introduced the topic. She noted that staff was directed at the last meeting to draft language which would provide an exemption to the current gross vehicle weight limit ordinance to allow for the delivery of small quantities of stone to a property. She said that while performing research on the topic, staff found an ordinance from the town of Phippsburg, Maine, which provides for an exemption permit. A copy of this ordinance was included in the Board’s packet for review prior to the meeting. Staff suggested that if such a permit is created that the cost for the permit be high enough that it deters residents from trying to circumvent our regular gross vehicle weight limit regulations.


Chairman Hameister said he spoke with Supervisor Wilson about this issue prior to the  meeting. Supervisor Wilson noted his concerns about this issue, including the permit fee. He felt that the Township should absorb the associated costs. Supervisor Graham questioned what expenses the Township would incur as a result of this permit. Ms. Farkas noted the costs related to the Township Engineer’s time to check the road conditions, the State College Police Department’s time to monitor the hauling and the Zoning/Ordinance Enforcement Officer’s time associated with issuing the permit itself. 


A lengthy discussion of the merits of the Phippsburg ordinance ensued. The Board considered the enforcement provisions, the language related to seasonal hauling and the provisions for economic necessities. 


Supervisor Graham said he was still of the opinion that the matter fell under the local delivery definition in the Township’s current ordinance. He noted he was agreeable to changing the ordinance if suitable language could be found that’s better than what is in our current ordinance. Todd Shea noted that we need to find language which still leaves some protection for our roads. He added that in the 10 years the ordinance has been in place, the Township has received one complaint about it. 

Chairman Hameister inquired if there might be merit in including some of the exemptions from the Phippsburg ordinance in the Township’s current ordinance. Vice Chairman Lee suggested we compare the exemption list and see if there is a big difference. If there isn’t, he suggested the ordinance be left as is. Mr. Shea noted that if anyone found language that might address the problem, the Township would not be adverse to looking at it.

Chairman Hameister asked Ms. Farkas to convey to the individual involved in this matter that no suitable language was found and that at this point the matter is not being pursued further. 

C.
2007-2008 CATA Budget Discussion:  


Hugh Mose, CATA Executive Director, was present to discuss the proposed 2007-2008 budget. He noted that state and federal money received in the last two years has helped CATA maintain its level of service without increasing fares. Mr. Mose noted that transit systems in the Commonwealth are in retrenchment mode, as a great deal of uncertainty remains over the future of transit funding. He added that if the legislature doesn’t take action on funding within the next year CATA will be forced to make tough decisions about fares and levels of service.  

Mr. Mose noted two changes to CATA’s service – the addition of a route to the airport and the lengthening of the running times for the routes on North Atherton Street. He said a letter has been sent to the Convention and Visitors Bureau seeking a portion of the hotel tax to pay for the route to the airport. To date, no reply to that letter has been received. The airport authority has agreed to contribute to the cost of this route.


The proposed budget includes a four percent increase from participating local governments for operational expenses. On the capital side, the budget was increased by four percent to $62,400 at the request of the Centre Region Council of Government’s Finance Committee. The Finance Committee hopes that smaller increases now will stave off a larger hike in the capital budget in future years. 

Mr. Mose noted that Harris Township’s share has increased mainly due to the idiosyncrasies of the Miller formula, which assigns a regional designation to any route that travels outside of the five member municipalities. The cost for these routes is shared according to the COG formula. 

Vice Chairman Lee questioned if there was a need to send a letter to the legislature on behalf of the COG to discuss the importance of transit funding. Mr. Mose felt this was a good idea. He suggested that Harris Township also send individual letters to our local legislators. He will draft such a letter for the Board’s consideration. 
D.
Boalsburg Cleanup:

On behalf of the Boalsburg Village Conservancy and the Boalsburg 200th committee, Vice Chairman Lee discussed the idea of holding a village wide cleanup in October 2007. The cleanup will be promoted as a chance to spruce up the village in honor of Boalsburg’s 200th anniversary and will be done in conjunction with the Day of Caring. He felt this would be an effective way to address problem areas without issuing citations. Vice Chairman Lee asked the Township to assist by placing information in the newsletter and by arranging for and hosting a dumpster. 


A discussion of property maintenance issues ensued. Concern over where the dumpster would be placed and whether it would be available to all Township residents was raised. Chairman Hameister felt that if taxpayer money was being used to fund the dumpster than the dumpster should be available to everyone. Ms. Farkas suggested that the Boalsburg Village Conservancy be asked to pay for the dumpster. Supervisor Graham indicated he would talk to the fire company about placing the dumpster in their parking lot. 
E.
Elksview Townhomes Affordable Housing Agreements:    

Ms. Farkas said the inclusionary housing and the sales and marketing agreements for the Elksview project were included in the packets. Both agreements have been reviewed by the Township Solicitor, who offered minor comments that have been addressed. The State College Borough Planning Office has also reviewed the inclusionary housing agreement and noted concerns with the annual median income listed in the document.

Ms. Farkas also reported that she met with Katie Ombalski from ClearWater Conservancy, Tom Pluto from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Ray Regan from Penn Terra Engineering and Greg Roth from Centre Region Parks and Recreation to discuss providing access to Fasick Park. After conducting a site visit, both Mr. Pluto and Ms. Ombalski agreed that  a boardwalk and a footbridge would not be detrimental to Spring Creek. Both felt that this was the best place to provide a crossing, as it is the narrowest point of the creek. Mr. Pluto also indicated that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers does not regulate boardwalks, meaning a permit from the Corps would not be necessary. Chairman Hameister asked that the Township obtain a letter stating that they would not be required to apply for a permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for the boardwalk.

Ms. Farkas said the footbridge and boardwalk will be constructed by the Pennsylvania Conservation Corps, with the Township covering both the engineering and the permitting costs. Supervisor Graham voiced concern over the unknown nature of the permitting requirements and associated fees. Ms. Farkas said at this point the only permit the Township knew they had to get was a $350 permit from DEP. She said the engineering costs would be covered as part of the Township’s existing agreement with College Township. She also suggested that the Township ask the developer to donate the necessary lumber for the project. Supervisor Graham proposed capping the Township’s contribution to the bridge at $500, not including engineering fees. A discussion of the benefit of the footbridge to the Township ensued. 

The Board then turned its attention to the inclusionary housing agreement. Vice Chairman Lee questioned what construction guidelines were in place to ensure that the affordable rates didn’t look differently than the market rates. D.J. Liggett explained that there is no restriction on the interiors of the homes, meaning the market rate units could have more higher end items in them. Dave Loesch, the developer of the project, said the affordable and the market units will be based on the same standard unit. Chairman Hameister indicated that he would like to see at one affordable unit constructed as handicapped accessible.

A discussion of the logistics of the affordable housing program and the annual median income guidelines included in the agreement ensued. Supervisor Graham questioned whether this was truly an affordable housing project, as those with lower incomes would find it difficult to afford a $169,900 home. Vice Chairman Lee indicated that in the future he would prefer to see the Township give a developer greater density in exchange for affordable housing, rather than parkland.  


Vice Chairman Lee asked how this agreement would be enforced. Dave Engle, the attorney for the developer, indicated that under the agreement the Township had the right to bring an action against the developer should he fail to complete the affordable units. A judge would then have the ability to order the developer to remedy the situation at his own expense. 

Mr. Engle expressed concern over soft costs and how they may impact his client. He asked the Board to consider these soft costs when determining if the developer has donated $112,000 worth of value to the Township. Several Board members said that soft costs were arbitrary figures and that they didn’t feel the developer should be asking such things. Mr. Engle said the developer is willing to donate the lumber to the project, he just wants the soft costs capped. 

It was motioned by Supervisor Warner, seconded by Vice Chairman Lee to approve the inclusionary housing agreement and the sales and marketing agreement with Loesch Construction for the Elksview Townhomes project subject to the following conditions: that a cap of $500 be set for the Township’s cost for the permitting for the footbridge and boardwalk from the Elksview site to Fasick Park; that the developer provide the lumber for the footbridge and the boardwalk; that one handicapped accessible unit be included in the four affordable housing units; and that the annual median income figure be adjusted in both the inclusionary housing agreement and the sales and marketing agreement to reflect the recommendation by the State College Borough Planning Office. The motion was approved unanimously.
F.
Agreement with State College Borough for Administration of the Affordable Housing 
Program:  


Ms. Farkas introduced Lu Hoover from the State College Borough Planning Office. Ms. Hoover reviewed the proposed memorandum of understanding between the Borough and the Township. She noted that the Borough is not new to the affordable housing process, but it is the first time the Borough has worked with new construction. She noted that the memorandum of understanding lists the documents that have to be created to enforce all of the requirements on the buyers, including a mortgage and a note. Financial counseling to homebuyers, the ability to work with lenders who may offer more favorable rates and providing technical assistance to the developer are also part of the work the Borough will complete on the Township’s behalf.


General discussion of the process and whether there was an incentive to homeowners to maintain their properties ensued.  
 

It was motioned by Supervisor Graham, seconded by Vice Chairman Lee to approve the agreement with State College Borough for the administration of the Township’s affordable housing program. The motion was approved unanimously.
G.
Ordinance 268: Restrictions on Previously Posted Streets:

A public hearing was held on this matter earlier in the evening. Ms. Farkas noted that the ordinance adds previously posted streets to the Township’s no parking ordinance, therefore allowing the restriction to be enforced. 


It was motioned by Supervisor Warner, seconded by Vice Chairman Lee to approve the motion. 


Confusion over the ordinance not listing where the specific no parking signs are located was noted by the Board. Vice Chairman Lee noted he did not want to unknowingly ban parking in an area. The Board directed staff to revise the ordinance for review prior to re-advertising. 

The motion was withdrawn by Supervisor Warner and tabled until next month.


H.
Resolution 07-09: Authorizing the Submission of a Petition to the Pennsylvania Liquor 
Control Board :

It was motioned by Supervisor Graham, seconded by Vice Chairman Lee to approve Resolution 07-09, authorizing the submission of a petition to the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board for a hearing to renew the exemption from amplified sound granted to Tussey Food Services, Inc., in 2006. The motion was approved unanimously.
I.
Agreement with ClearWater Conservancy For MS-4 Permitting:

Mr. Franson said ClearWater will develop a public education and outreach program for all the municipalities in the area to meet the MS-4 permitting requirements. 


It was motioned by Vice Chairman Lee, seconded by Supervisor Warner to approve the agreement with ClearWater Conservancy for public education and outreach work for the Township’s MS-4 permit. The motion was approved unanimously.

MANAGERS REPORT

 Ms. Farkas deferred her time to Mr. Franson, who provided an update on the construction at Liberty Hill. He noted that grading work has begun and that utility installation would begin next week, after the plans have been recorded. Blasting has also occurred. 
APPROVAL OF VOUCHER SHEET 2007-5

It was motioned by Supervisor Warner, seconded by Vice Chairman Lee to approve Voucher Sheet 2007-5 in the amount of $207,592.61. The motion was approved unanimously.
COG/COMMITTEE REPORTS
Executive Committee:  
Report included in packet. 

Personnel Committee:  
No report.
Finance Committee:  
Will meet next week to discuss the municipal comments on the proposed CATA budget.
Public Services Committee: 
Report included in packet.
Spring Creek Watershed Commission:  
Report included in packet.
Code Committee:  
Report included in packet.
Transportation Committee & CCMPO:  
Report included in packet. The idea of merging the transportation committee with the CCMPO is being discussed. If that is to happen, the new body would be comprised of half elected and half appointed officials. If any board member has comments on the proposal, they are asked to share them with Vice Chairman Lee.
Ad Hoc Regional Parks & 

Recreation Committee                                  
 Report included in packet.

Ad Hoc Stream Buffer Committee
Report included in the packet.

The Board convened an executive session to discuss a legal matter.


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:35 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted,

 
Amy Farkas 

Township Secretary
