HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Regular Meeting
Minutes of March 12, 2007
 

A meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors was called to order on March 12, 2007 at 7:33 PM in the Township meeting room by Chairman Dennis Hameister. In attendance were Vice Chairman Christopher Lee, Supervisor Clifford Warner, Supervisor Nigel Wilson and Supervisor Charles Graham. 
Also in attendance were Harris Township Manager Amy Farkas and Zoning/Ordinance Enforcement Officer Todd Shea. Also present were Officer Joseph Zaffuto, State College Police Department; Tim Hassinger, resident; Jacki Rutter, Boalsburg Alliance; Wendy Williams, Patton Township resident; Brian A. Grieco, C-Net; and Nick Zepp, C-Net.

 

Approval of Minutes

It was motioned by Vice Chairman Lee, seconded by Supervisor Graham to approve the minutes of the January 24, 2007 and the February 12, 2007 meetings. The motion carried unanimously.
 
Public Comments

Tim Hassinger, 812 Torrey Lane, commented on the amount of trash he has seen in and around Boalsburg, including in the creek near Springfield Commons. He recommended that barriers be constructed near dumpsters to better contain the trash being disposed of in them. Mr. Hassinger also commented on the amount of speeding he has seen in town, particularly on Main and Church Streets. 
TOWNSHIP BUSINESS
A.
Parking Restrictions:

Officer Joseph Zaffuto was present to discuss state parking regulations as they pertain to Harris Township. Officer Zaffuto informed the Board that it is illegal to park within 20 feet of a crosswalk and within 30 feet of a stop sign. He said that there does not have to be signage for the restrictions to be enforced. He suggested that the Township consider either painting the curb or the pavement as a courtesy to motorists, since most are not aware of how far back they need to be.


Officer Zaffuto noted that better enforcement of this law may help with sight distance issues at some of the intersections in the Village of Boalsburg. He particularly mentioned the stop signs at the Diamond and the intersection of Church and Pine Streets.


Chairman Hameister asked if putting up a no parking sign would better warn motorists of the restrictions. Officer Zaffuto cautioned that if the Township were to put up such a sign there may be requests from residents who want signs at other intersections in the Township. Vice Chairman Lee felt that painting the curbs was a starting point and would help better inform motorists of where it is legal to park.

A discussion of how a potential loss of parking may impact the merchants downtown ensued. Supervisor Graham noted that enforcing the laws may result in a loss of 25 percent of the parking. He also said he asked a business owner to move his van to help improve the sight distance at the intersection of Church and Pine Streets. He noted that he was reluctant to do anything as a solution to the parking situation in the Village has not yet been identified, despite years of discussion and study.



Supervisor Warner asked about the Township’s liability if state law is ignored. Ms. Farkas told the Board that if they are aware of a potential problem and don’t do anything about it, they could be held liable if something happened. 

Todd Shea noted that the Planning Commission has the parking issue on their 2007 work plan. He discussed a potential solution that would involve linking the use of a building to the number of parking spaces required. 

Ms. Farkas said the intent was not to harm the merchants in anyway, particularly as this is an issue throughout the entire Township. She suggested doing a public education program to raise awareness of the issue. She felt the public education program would also help the merchants inform their customers of where more parking is available, so that they may direct their customers and their employees to available parking areas.


Vice Chairman Lee suggested that the village district ordinance be change to provide “parking credits” – where a property owner is given a credit if he/she provides off street parking for his/her employees and/or customers. He felt this issue should be included on the Planning Commission’s agenda when they discuss the village district study.


The Board asked that Officer Zaffuto provide a list of intersections that he feels should be targeted first. The Board will discuss the issue again at their April meeting. It was suggested that the painting be done in conjunction with running an article in the Township newsletter. 


Supervisor Graham asked if speed enforcement can be done on Pine Street. Officer Zaffuto explained how speed enforcement is done and the limitations associated with it. The placement of the 25 Alive signs in the Township was also discussed. 
B.
Gross Vehicle Weight Limit Ordinance:

Ms. Farkas introduced the topic. The Board previously has discussed the gross vehicle weight limit ordinance and whether it should be changed to exempt local deliveries. Copies of College and Ferguson Townships’ ordinances were distributed to the Board prior to the meeting for review. 


Chairman Hameister questioned how the issue could be dealt with without being arbitrary.  Supervisor Wilson felt that the Township could be creative and still protect its roads. He suggested changing the language to exempt essential deliveries to owner-occupied structures for non-commercial purposes. He felt that this language would allow a property owner to haul items to their home while also still requiring contractors to bond the roads. He further suggested that language be inserted into the ordinance to require a resident to check with the Township in advance to make certain the road conditions are favorable for hauling. 

The Board discussed a piece of property along Torrey Lane that is zoned General Industrial. Torrey Lane has a 10 ton weight limit, meaning that a property owner who receives large deliveries would have to bond the road each time. Wendy Williams, a Patton Township resident with an interest in a portion of this property, questioned how the Township could have an industrial zoned land without allowing access to it. Supervisor Wilson suggested that the weight limit be removed for the lower portion of Torrey Lane to allow access to the property.


The Board asked that Supervisor Wilson’s proposed language be sent to the Solicitor for review before their next meeting.
C.
Discussion of Centre Region Highway Projects on the Long Range Transportation Plan:  


Ms. Farkas said that the COG Transportation Committee has asked each municipality to review the Centre Region Highway Projects on the Long Range Transportation Plan and discuss whether any rankings should be changed. 

Several Supervisors questioned the need for the Regional Transportation Management Center. Chairman Hameister questioned how useful this center would be. Supervisor Warner noted that it was the only project on the list that had a countywide scope. 


Vice-Chairman Lee discussed the need to align people with what they are trying to access, rather than simply building more highways. He noted that transportation dollars can be spent for a variety of transit-related activities, such as building daycare centers near transit stops.  He noted that the bigger picture in transit funding should be how we are going to get people where they want to go. 

Supervisor Wilson commented on the intersection of Park Avenue and North Atherton Street. He said the current configuration makes it very difficult for large vehicles to turn. He felt the curb needed to be moved back and rounded to better accommodate large vehicles. 

Supervisor Graham questioned why the Board was discussing the list. He did agree that the intersection of Park Avenue and North Atherton Street is bad. He also said that if he was to recommend anything, it would be to finish the road project on Interstate 99. 

Supervisor Lee mentioned that the Chamber’s infrastructure committee is considering approaching the MPO in April to ask them to revisit the SCCCTS project.
 

D.
Ordinance 267: Authorizing Additional Stop Signs at Loop Road and Torrey Lane:

A public hearing on this matter was held earlier in the evening. Supervisor Wilson questioned if the three way stop had PennDOT’s approval. Ms. Farkas informed the Board that the Township didn’t need to get an okay from PennDOT. A traffic study was performed by the Township Engineer to ensure that the area met the correct warrants for a stop sign. 


Supervisor Graham questioned where the stop sign was going to placed. Chairman Hameister questioned the need for the stop signs, as he thought this intersection was designed so that it wouldn’t need them. Ms. Farkas explained the safety concerns with cars cutting the corner short and nearly clipping vehicles in the opposing lane of traffic. She noted that she has received numerous complaints about this intersection. 


A discussion of whether the intersection should have two stop signs or three ensued. The Board also discussed the merits of painting a centerline around the bend to better guide vehicles. By general consensus, the Board decided to have a centerline painted on Torrey Lane. After the lines are painted, the intersection will be monitored to see if the safety issues have improved. 

It was motioned by Supervisor Warner, seconded by Vice Chairman Lee to approve Ordinance 267 authorizing additional stop signs at Loop Road and Torrey Lane. The motion was defeated unanimously, 5-0. 
E.
Resolution 07-05: Authorizing the Execution of an Agreement with PENNDOT for the 
Atherton Street Path Project:    

Ms. Farkas explained that this resolution was necessary to authorize her signature on an agreement with PennDOT for additional funding for the Atherton Street Path Project. 

It was motioned by Supervisor Graham, seconded by Vice Chairman Lee to approve Resolution 07-05, authorizing the execution of an agreement with PENNDOT for the Atherton Street Path Project. The motion was approved unanimously.  

F.
Request for C-Net Programming Sponsorship:  


It was motioned by Supervisor Wilson, seconded by Supervisor Graham to sponsor the broadcast of the Centre County Council of Human Services April 29th event on C-Net. The motion was approved unanimously.

G.
Boalsburg Fire Company Request to Use Fire Police:

Ms. Farkas reviewed a request from the Boalsburg Fire Company to use fire police from several area companies during both the Fireman’s Parade and the People’s Choice Arts Festival. Supervisor Graham asked whether a blanket approval could be done at the beginning of the year for fire police usage, rather than for each event. Ms. Farkas said she would check with the Township solicitor. Supervisor Graham also asked that Chief Winter ensure that the outside fire police are all certified. A discussion of the Township’s role in appointing fire police for traffic control and who can legally handle traffic control ensued.


It was motioned by Supervisor Graham, seconded by Supervisor Wilson to approve the use of the Alpha, Centre Hall and Port Matilda Fire Police for traffic control for the Fire Company Parade and the People’s Choice Arts Festival, and the use of the Centre County Fire Police Association as needed for additional assistance. The motioned was approved unanimously.

H.
Memorial Day Street Closings:



Ms. Farkas reviewed the requested street closures for Memorial Day weekend.



Closed to Traffic – Monday, Memorial Day (May 28th)

0730-1700:
Main Street


Boal Avenue to Tennis Alley




S. Church Street

Chambers Alley to the Diamond




N. Church Street

Boal Avenue to the Diamond




S. Academy Street

Chambers Alley to Main Street




N. Academy Street

Main Street to Pine Street




Loop Road


Chambers Alley to Main Street




Rockey Alley


Full length




East Pine Street

Boal Avenue to N. Church Street




West Pine Street

N. Church Street to Tennis Alley




Old Boalsburg Road

N. Church Street to Boal Estate

1730-1800
S. Church Street

Chambers Alley to the Diamond

1745-1800
N. Church Street

The Diamond to Boal Avenue

1800-1900
N. Church Street

Pine Street to Boal Avenue




Old Boalsburg Road

North Church Street to Boal Estate

0830-0930
Chambers Alley (west)
Church Street to West Main Street

(Fun Run)
West Main Street

Full length




Bailey Lane


Full length




West Pine Street

Full length




Wagner Street


Full length

0800-2330
East Pine Street

Church Street to Academy Street

(Carnival)



Closed to Traffic – Thursday, Friday, and Saturday (24th, 25th, 26th)

1700-2330:
East Pine Street

Church Street to Academy Street



Closed to Traffic – Saturday (26th)

1600-1930:
East Main Street

Boal Avenue to the Diamond

(Parade)
West Main Street

The Diamond to Shingletown Road (Rt. 45)




East Pine Street

Boal Avenue to Church Street




West Pine Street

Church Street to Wagner Street




Wagner Street


Full length




North Church Street

Boal Avenue to Chambers Alley




Academy Street

East Pine Street to Chambers Alley



No Parking – Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Monday (24th, 25th, 26th, 28th)



East Pine Street, North Side


Church Street to Boal Avenue



Old Boalsburg Road



Church Street to Boal Estate



(North side, across from homes;


 
 both sides west of homes)


“Temporary – No Parking” signs will be placed at these locations and remain in place during 
the period.  Enforcement by SCPD will occur only during hours of operation of the carnival.


No Parking – Monday (28th)

0600-1700:
Chambers Alley (both sides)
Loop Road to Tennis Street




Main Street (both sides)
Boal Avenue to Tennis Alley




Loop Road (both sides)
Boal Avenue to Chambers Alley 

It was motioned by Vice Chairman Lee, seconded by Supervisor Warner to approve the street closures as listed and to ask PennDOT to cover the no parking signs along Route 45/Earlystown Road and Warner Boulevard.  The motion was approved unanimously.
MANAGERS REPORT

Ms. Farkas reminded the Board of the upcoming Centre County Association of Township Officials spring convention. 

She also informed the Board that the Township received notification that it will be receiving a 2007 Centre County Liquid Fuels Grant. The $15,500 grant is for the installation of left turn arrows at Shingletown Road and Warner Boulevard. She noted that she will review the pre-emption ordinance to determine how it applies to changing the light. 

Ms. Farkas also reviewed a letter from ClearWater Conservancy asking for the Township’s support of its Watershed Cleanup Day. Last year, the Township dropped a truck off at a cleanup site to collect debris. The Board agreed that the Township should again participate. 

She also informed the Board of the activities being planned by the Shade Tree Commission to celebrate Arbor Day. The Commission plans to plant 12 trees throughout Boalsburg. In addition, a tree will be planted during Fasick Park Day on April 28th. 

Chairman Hameister asked about the illegal dumping work being done by the Township. Ms. Farkas said the Township is currently looking for a volunteer organization to help paint inlets with a reminder that the water flows directly into Spring Creek. The Township will also be on the lookout for anyone that is illegally dumping hazardous materials into the inlets. 
APPROVAL OF VOUCHER SHEET 2007-3 

It was motioned by Supervisor Warner, seconded by Vice Chairman Lee to approve Voucher Sheet 2007-3 in the amount of $29,192.00. The motion was approved unanimously.
COG/COMMITTEE REPORTS
Executive Committee:  
Report included in packet. 

Personnel Committee:  
Will meet on March 13th to discuss how to redo the employee evaluation forms to fit the merit system.
Finance Committee:  
Will meet to discuss how the pool should be financed and to approve the COG’s vouchers.
Public Services Committee: 
Report included in packet.
Spring Creek Watershed Commission:  
Report included in packet.
Code Committee:  
Report included in packet.
Transportation Committee & CCMPO:  
Report included in packet. A performance review committee is meeting to determine the voting structure for the MPO.
Ad Hoc Regional Parks & 

Recreation Committee                                  
 Report included in packet.

Ad Hoc Stream Buffer Committee
Heard a presentation from the Centre County Conservation District. Also discussed definition issues.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:30 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted,

 
Amy Farkas, Township Manager
