HARRIS TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Special Meeting
Minutes of November 1, 2006
 

 


A meeting of the Harris Township Board of Supervisors was called to order on November 1, 2006, at 4:00 PM in the Township meeting room by Chairman Cliff Warner. In attendance were Vice Chairman Dennis Hameister, Supervisor Chris Lee, Supervisor Charles Graham and Supervisor Nigel Wilson.  
Also in attendance were Harris Township Manager Amy Farkas, Township Finance Director Walter Cheatle, Centre Region Planning Director Bob Crum, Centre Region Planner D.J. Liggett and resident Ben Brewer.
 

Call To Order 


The meeting was called to order at 4:00 PM.
 

Approval of Minutes

There were no minutes approved at this meeting.
 

Resolution 06-19

It was motioned by Supervisor Lee and seconded by Supervisor Wilson to approve Resolution 06-19 which adopts the 2006 Centre Region Act 537 Plan, contingent upon the Centre Region municipalities adopting the implementation agreement. 

Supervisor Hameister said he is dismayed that the Board is taking a second vote on an item that they had a quorum for and voted on at the October 23rd General Forum meeting.


Supervisor Graham said he sort of felt the same way as Supervisor Hameister. He said he had several problems with the Act 537 Plan including why the properties were presented together, with no chance to discuss each on its own merit. He also said he felt as if the process was moving fast and wondered what happens if there is major growth in the region. He said his vote was never intended to be against the Geisinger facility; his vote was to slow down. 

Mr. Crum explained that the planning staff did present the properties separately in April at the General Forum meeting. After it became evident that nothing was moving separately, the General Forum suggested that the properties be packaged. At the ad-hoc committee meetings, the properties stayed packaged.


Supervisor Hameister inquired about the implementation agreement and how this would affect the 21 properties that were denied sewer. Mr. Crum explained that the implementation agreement spells out a more stringent process for properties that want to be included in the sewer service area and that all requests must be endorsed first by the local municipality before being forwarded to the General Forum for a final decision. He anticipates such requests only being considered once a year.


Supervisor Wilson publicly apologized for not being at the General Forum, adding that he had a work commitment he could not get out of. He said he had no idea his absence would impact the vote. In defense of the process, he said it was pretty amazing we started with so many properties and whittled them down to a package that makes sense.


The Board approved the motion 3-2, with Supervisors Graham and Hameister voting against it.


There being no further business, the Board adjourned to its budget hearing at 4:20 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,

 
Amy Farkas
Township Manager
