APPENDIX A

Top of Form

Harris Township Open Space Committee—Mail form

The purpose of the present survey is to help Harris Township evaluate the types of open space the township should maintain if a Conservation Fund were established. The survey is to be completed by a resident of this household who is over 18.  If there is more than one person over 18, the person with the most recent birthday should complete this form.

Harris Township has defined Open space as “a parcel of land that is predominantly undeveloped.  The space can be public or private and can be small or large.  Preservation of the space allows it to remain in its current state and enhancement of the space allows it to be adapted for common use.”   
1) How would you define or describe "open space"? 
Below is a list of qualities Harris Township has considered to be important for determining whether to invest in particular types of open space. Please indicate how important you think each quality is.

	
	
	not at all

important
	Of little importance
	Moderately Important
	Important
	Very Important

	2)
	Preserves Historic places (e.g., historic events/people, historic buildings.)
	
	
	
	
	

	3)
	Preserves Ecosystems (e.g., wildlife habitats, protect drinking water, sensitive soils, wildlife habitats, special waterways, ag. lands, rock or forest features)
	
	
	
	
	

	4)
	Provides Accessibility (e.g. from neighborhoods to open space)
	
	
	
	
	

	5)
	Provides Connectivity (e.g., from one open space to another, such as one bike path to another or to other types of open space)
	
	
	
	
	

	6)
	Provides Recreation
	
	
	
	
	

	7)
	Prevents likely development (e.g., within the next 5 years)
	
	
	
	
	

	8)
	Is consistent with Township or regional plans
	
	
	
	
	


Thinking through the characteristics you just rated, which three do you think are most important? 
	9)
	Most important
	

	10)
	Second most important
	

	11)
	Third most important
	


12) Please indicate any other qualities you believe should be considered.
13)  In your opinion, should Harris Township preserve open space?     Yes    No
PLEASE TURN OVER FOR MORE QUESTION ON THE OTHER SIDE

14)  Do you or someone in your household own or rent your home?     Own (  If you selected “own,” go to question 15)  

 Rent (  If you selected “rent,” go to question 16)
15) There are a number of ways to fund Open Space.  One of them is to establish a Conservation Fund to provide money for preserving land in Harris Township.  The money could not be used for any other purpose. In addition to being used directly for the purchase of land and easements, the Conservation fund can provide the required match for the Township to be eligible for grants from federal, state, and foundation sources.
The table below indicates possible increased taxes and amount revenue it would raise annually.  It is based upon the average market value of homes in the Township (as of 2000, $154,100). This increase would apply only to your municipal tax bill (mailed in April).  If taxes were used to support a conservation fund, what level of increase in Township property taxes would you be willing to vote for to establish a conservation fund?

	My selection
	Tax rate increase
	Average home tax increase 
	Annual Revenues for Harris Township

	
	 0.0 mills ( no increase)
	    $0.00
	           $0

	
	 0.5 mills 
	  $38.57 
	  $75,000 

	
	 0.7 mills 
	  $53.94 
	$105,000 

	
	 1.0 mill 
	  $77.07 
	$150,000 

	
	 1.5 mills 
	$115.58 
	$225,000 

	
	Don’t know
	
	

	
	Does not apply to me
	
	


Next we would like to know a little about you.  Your personal information will not be shared.  We ask these questions to get a better sense of those who completed the survey.

16)  Some may feel very connected to places and others while others do not.  How connected do you feel toward:
	
	
	Not at all Connected
	A little connected
	Moderately connected
	Connected
	Very connected

	16)
	Harris Township?
	
	
	
	
	

	17)
	Nature?
	
	
	
	
	

	18) 
	Animals
	
	
	
	
	


19) What is your gender     Male  Female     


20) What year were you born?  ______   

21)  How many years have you lived in Harris Township?  _____




22)  Please indicate the ages of the children you have, if any, who are living at home.
 Children refer to blood, step- or adopted sons and daughters (regardless of age or marital status) who are living in the same dwelling as their parent(s), as well as grandchildren. Spouses or partners of children are not considered to be children even if they are living in the same dwelling.
	
	Child 1
	Child 2
	Child 3
	Child 4
	Child 5
	Child 6
	Child 7

	Indicate age or not applicable (NA)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


23) If you have more than seven children, please indicate their ages here.  _____________________________________
24)  What neighborhood do you live in?
 1. Ashworth Woods

2. Aspen Heights

3. Bear Meadow Village

4. Boalsburg

5. Brookside

6. Centre Estates

7. Country Place
8 Earlystone 
9. Fairfield

10. Harris Acres

11. The Hill

12. Huntingdon Park

13. Huntridge Manor

14. Kaywood I & II

15. Kennard Road Neighborhood

16. Laurel Hills

17. Laurel Meadow

18. Liberty Hill

19. Linden Hall

20. Shingletown

21. Springfield Commons
22. Tait Farm
23.  Don't know

24.  Other (Please specify __________________________)

25)  Is there anything else you would like to add?
APPENDIC B

RESIDENTS DEFINITIONS OF OPEN SPACE

AGREE WITH DEFINITION PROVIDED.
49 different versions of “Harris Township definition is fine/satisfactory/good.”

	

	OPEN/UNDEVELOPED

	· (Green) space without buildings.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

	· a "parcel" of land undeveloped!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

	· a free area that is clear of any development                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

	· A parcel of land not developed                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

	· a parcel of land that is predominantly undeveloped                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

	· a parcel of undeveloped land                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

	· A segment of land that does not boast man-made structures.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

	· a space that is open                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

	· A space with nothing on it.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

	· An area of land that has not been altered by human society.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

	· an area of land with no commercial or residential                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

	· An area of land with no construction.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

	· An area which has no commercial or residential development                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

	· an area which has not been developed                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

	· an empty area that’s undeveloped                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

	· An empty area. An area devoid of any type of housing or commercial buildings.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

	· An open area with no construction, roadway, park facilities or right-of-way                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

	· An open area with no development                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

	· An open green grass area                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

	· An untouched area of land with trees, animals and birds, navie flowering plants- an area like the mountains.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

	· Anything space without buildings                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

	· Area free of buildings or other structures allowing for its continuance in its natural state.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

	· land that is not disturbed, attend or build upon, left natural                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

	· Land that is not occupied by structures.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

	· Land that is not to be developed                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

	· Land that is of natural state, no development.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

	· Land that is undeveloped in terms of infrastructure and actual structures which exists in a state where future use is not constrained by prior use.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

	· Land with nothing on it.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

	· Natural space free of manmade construction                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

	· No bldg's                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

	· No Construction on land                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

	· No development, period.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

	· no, or few buildings, relatively unrestricted access.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

	· Open Space should be available for the public, and not only private use. (Example; Golf Course is not open space)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

	· parcel of undeveloped land                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

	· parks or undeveloped land - farms                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

	· protected from development-houses, business, apartments communal space                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

	· same as Harris Township description                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     similar to the above. Open space refers to land that is undeveloped regardless of it's size.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

	· Space kept from development; general "natural" areas                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

	· Space that is left undeveloped and by its existence contributes to the rural and natural nature of the region.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

	· Space that is open.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

	· space that's not occupied by things that one would consider obstructions of barriers.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

	· Space unoccupied or obscured by a structure                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

	· Space with no development or building on it.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

	· space with nothing constructed within it                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

	· Underdeveloped land seems about accurate.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

	· undeveloped                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

	· undeveloped and open land                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

	· Undeveloped and/or community park space.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

	· undeveloped area                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

	· undeveloped land     (said 6 times)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

	· undeveloped land- no buildings only wildlife                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

	· undeveloped land plus areas in size                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

	· Undeveloped land that can be used/enjoyed                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

	· Undeveloped land.  Land that should not be developed                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

	· undeveloped parcel of land                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

	· Undeveloped protected land.   (said twice)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

	· undeveloped/uninhabited                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

	· undeveloped/wooded areas                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

	

	NATURE



	· Areas where nature is not disturbed by construction, pollution or people.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

	· Green Space Natural                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

	· Land available to wild animas                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

	· nature                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

	· nature is preserved                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

	· places that involve nature and the outdoors                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

	· Space where there is protected natural habitat.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         


RECREATION

	

	· A parcel of land that is used for recreational purposes and is developed for that use.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

	· Available for recreation and not crowded.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

	· There's a park in our neighborhood used for recreation. We should save parts of the forest and designate them for recreation.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

	PUBLIC USE

	

	· a place that the town could use together

	· I would [?] predominantly undeveloped and [?] available for public use                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

	· I’m not sure... I guess a place that the town could use to gather or get together                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

	· Public land that is not residential or currently in use by the public.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

	· Publicly owned space for use by the public                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

	· Space reserved for public access and use. This would not include private land not open to the public.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

	· Space that can be used for needs of community.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

	· useful to everyone unless designated "private". 



	SPECIFIC TYPES OF OPEN SPACES



	· an area with no large building few small building, no large pared or concrete areas, few small roads and walks. a dense forest can be "open"                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

	· big open field                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

	· farmland                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

	· Undeveloped farmland

	· field, park, 1 house per acre                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

	· Field, park, one house per acre                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

	· Fields, no house                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

	· Flood plains, water ways and other such sensitive habitats that should remain undeveloped.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

	· green grass, walking paths, branch trees and flowers                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

	· land with no houses, buildings, parking lots or constructions That has not been cleaned of trees or mineral resources                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

	· my backyard                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

	· no structure , pavement                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

	· Open space permits a view of the landscape and sky, relatively unencumbered by buildings, roads, wires, etc.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

	· Park area - plantings (flowers trees) areas for sitting                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

	· Parks -- Walking paths                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

	· Farm fields, parks, wooded spaces                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

	· Fields, parks, any pace that can be developed so that kids can use it. (i.e., playgrounds)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

	· park, woods                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

	· parks, farmland, forests                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

	· parks, grasslands, farmland, bike paths, trails                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

	· parks, hiking areas, etc                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

	· Parks, Trails, Woods                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

	· A piece of park land

	· The area where the military museum located. That’s open space.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           


	MORE THAN ONE OF THE ABOVE CHARACTISTICS


	· I'm wary of making definitions because there is always an exception to the rule, but in this case I would define open space as:  an area of one or more acres that is not residentially, commercially, or agriculturally developed.  In most cases it is an area where an element of the natural environment is preserved, this element could be a free-flowing stream, an animal habitat, etc.  In all cases it promotes reverence for our planet and increases the psychological and physical health of surrounding residents (both human and non-human).                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

	· Open as in not used for development - pretty much agree with Harris twp definition                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

	· An open area for the residents to use for outdoor activities. The activities may be personal, such as playing with children or just lounging in the sun; or public, such as festivals.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

	· Same, predominantly undeveloped                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

	· Agree: a parcel of land that is predominantly undeveloped.  I take undeveloped to mean in a natural or pseudo-natural:  e.g. prairie yes; Ballfield no.   Even if in fact prairie was not ever present here it is an attempt at resembling a natural and/or self sustaining  circumscribed ecosystem within a larger area of built landscape; built by my definition includes lawn  or playing fields                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

	· uh just what’s been said, I mean an undeveloped space... whether a park or open field. I don't know really.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

	· agree with above statement but to the extent possible show be "public friendly" and animal friendly                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

	· I'd go with the Harris Township definition, but I'd be certain to exclude golf courses and softball fields.   By the way, Q 2 entails preserving "historic people...." What does it mean to preserve a historic person? Like Lenin in Moscow or Chairman Mao?                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

	· Any Land without houses that can be used for recreation.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

	· area left undeveloped that can be used for recreation and picnic.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

	· undeveloped and including recreational areas                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

	· Undeveloped area, suitable for either recreation or just to enjoy as scenery                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

	· undeveloped land with "park like" attributes                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

	· Space that is left undeveloped or not owned by any one individual for private use.  For passive use or recreational use.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

	· Space that is protected against development that serves as a habitat for local wildlife and outdoor recreation                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

	· Is an area of land where neither commercial nor residential buildings may be constructed.  Typically it is simply open space, green area or perhaps a park, playground or other non-inhabitable area.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

	· no buildings. open space can include farming gardening pevations, play ground equipment, a market stand or flea market, athletic fields, raw fields                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

	· Open space is free of buildings. Can have some landscaping but not heavily wooded.  It should be a space where people can gather and provides recreation. The first thing that comes to mind is a park.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

	· Open space, to me, is land that is set aside and has no human habitation on it. It can be forested, gardens (flower or vegetable), open fields for recreation, or even just easement along a stream or bike path.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

	· Two primary variations 1) Green and/or Forested space left in a natural state and undeveloped e.g., wetlands and 2) undeveloped areas designed as limited development parks and recreation areas.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

	· undesignated open areas for recreation, wildlife, nature, wetlands, agric. land.....                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

	· Undeveloped space without structures. Land area in its natural state.  Exceptions might include structures and landscaping such as parking areas at planned access points, walkways, walls, bridges and associated landscaping to make an area accessible and/or enhance it's use.  Recreational enhancements uses such as baseball, soccer, football,, tennis,, and other sports requiring facility construction (i.e. fields, courts, etc.) playground equipment, etc. should be allowed in certain neighborhood "Open Spaces", but the provision should not allow the conversion of existing "Natural Open Space".    This perhaps leads to the suggestion of defining several different types of "Open Space"  and allowable uses, such as "Natural Open Space" (NO development other than access points and trail development/maintenance), Parks (Lanscaped/groomed), Recreational facility Open Space" (Ball fields, etc..)                                                                                                  

	· Areas of undeveloped or if developed, park space for the community.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

	· no building or structures other than recreational. example backstops, trails                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

	· non-developed land or parks                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

	· An open space has lots of plants and trees, lots of grass, spaces for gardens, areas for groups to play sports.  It is an area where communities can come together and enjoy spending time outdoors.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

	· Land that is preserved or made into a public park                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

	· Land in wild state or cleared for recreation                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

	· An area of trees and grass with no personally owned structures but possible township owned structures such as picnic pavilions or recreational equipment.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

	· An outdoor area set aside from development for enjoyment of the population for formal and informal recreation. This could involve marked trails, picnic areas, wooded and meadow lands. If funding is available, the area could be managed to preserve native plants, waterways, etc. for wildlife observation.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

	· Places people can go for recreation, parks, nature                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

	· typically agriculture and public park like areas; places that use tax payers' money.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

	· wooded area for hiking, biking, walking dogs                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

	· Any land area in which the preservation in its present use would: conserve natural or scenic resources, enhance recreation opportunities , and preserve visual quality                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

	· Park                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

	· Space dedicated, permanently to recreation, leisure, reservation, parks, etc.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

	· space reserved for parks or recreation                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

	· undeveloped land that provides a natural habitat for wildlife and possibly recreation for people.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

	· green space that is open and available to be used by the public                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

	· Green, undeveloped open land for use by all.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

	· Land set aside to be preserved from development. Publicly owned and open for public enjoyment.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

	· Land that is not posted-open to the public and no developments.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

	· Land that is public for use by the community primarily undeveloped                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

	· Land that will remain undeveloped and for common use purposes.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

	· Parks and recreation areas to be used/shared by community.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

	· space (land) that is freely accessible for public use and not available for development (residential or commercial)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

	· undeveloped land available for public use                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

	· Undeveloped land, either private or public.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

	· undeveloped public space                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

	· unused or public land                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

	· undeveloped, natural plants, access by residents- not private ownership                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

	· Area available for public use, with trees, grass, and undeveloped.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

	· An undeveloped area, public or private, it could be a trail, park, protected farm or stream buffer                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

	· It pretty much speaks for itself, free of commercial buildings, businesses and vehicle traffic most likely shared with other people and their pets.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

	· Undeveloped land with potential for public enjoyment via trails, views, tables etc.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

	· A sizeable and easily accessible piece of public land (or,at least, land where building is prohibited)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

	· A portion of land that preserves its natural (undeveloped) state and does not fracture wildlife habitats nor the ecosystems within.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

	· An area that is clear, not developed, or industrial. Possibly natural in origin.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

	· Any space free of human development that provides a sanctuary for wildlife, or even a hay or corn field.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

	· Land or property that has not been developed, with emphasis on preserving natural surroundings and settings.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

	· non-developed, wildlife spaces                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

	· undeveloped space, kept as natural as possible                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

	· A parcel of land that is mostly undeveloped. This could include farmland, forests, wetlands or trails to connect one open space area to another.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

	· An open land area of grass, trees, shrubs, field or woods(forest)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

	· Farm land, wood lands, recreation areas; No residential or commercial development                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

	· fields and forests. land containing no residential or commercial structure, no storage facilities or equipment storage. Undeveloped farms and their structures are acceptable as open space. unused for land's sake.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

	· Land that has not been developed, woods, farm fields.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

	· Space in a wooded area or fields that is not developed and won’t be developed or processed                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

	· undeveloped land in a natural state   fields not currently being farmed                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

	· Undeveloped, Farmland, Forest                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

	· parks, open space that's not built on, not for commercial use, Meyer's dairy development                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

	· no houses, parking lots, buildings, etc. -grass, trees-                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

	· Property such as undeveloped lots.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

	· space that has no buildings on it. examples of open space would be playgrounds, open fields arboretums, atriums                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

	· unused green fields                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

	· Predominately undeveloped also of historic and visual importance.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

	· Space in which no blocking or obstructing object such as a building could be constructed.  Space where could be improved only through open landscaping without causing obstructions.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

	· land that is public, for use by the community. Primarily undeveloped.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

	· Accessible, natural area, open to the public                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

	· more mountain ground. land that is set aside to be used by the people                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

	· More common use like the area off Main St.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

	· Common areas suitable either for public gathering and enjoyment, or personal and private enjoyment of the environment. Open space must be relatively quiet (a getaway) and properly maintained. Minimal man-made features, except for safety and possible night-time enjoyment. Other man-made features (playgrounds, picnic areas) kept to well-confined and unobtrusive areas.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

	· community space, spared space                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

	· a parcel of land preserved in a manner that supports wildlife and a diversity of plants, shrubs and trees, that is aesthetically pleasing, and inviting, but not overly manicured                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

	· A place with few roads and structures. Has greens,trees.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

	· devoid of permanent buildings, natural setting                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

	· farm & forest                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

	· Field outside of my house                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

	· Natural land whether open fields or forested tracts                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

	· Trees, grass, no house, no concrete, no blacktop, no buildings- natural habitats.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

	· woods or streams where people aren't ripping trees out. Green spaces                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

	· land, woodland, fields, mountains are classified open space. However- this committee looks at open space as what can be taken off property owner. As present time there is 50% open space on land of the 10acres or more requirements for 50% land to be kept open. and this is without tax reimbursement their very                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

	· a place taken care of in order to protect nature                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

	· An area such as the Shrine area, open to so many activities, all people, to preserve "room to breathe" for the township.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

	· An area that contains minimal infrastructure such as paved walkways, buildings, driveways, parking lots, etc.  If a building is on the open space, the building is only a small percentage of the space that contains it.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

	· She likes open space; considers her backyard open space; used to be more open space in Harris Township before it was developed.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         


NOTED SOME DISAGREEMENT WITH DEFINITION
· As you have above, but I think of 'open space' to be of public ownership. Private ownership could not be guaranteed.                                                        

· I agree with the definition above; however, I would not include private space, since this would not necessarily be available for public use.                     

· I've not thought about it very much, but it seems like the current Harris Twp definition needs the word "public" attached to it.                      

· undeveloped space, bigger than a single lot, only public owned places (not private)       
· I define "open space" as land that is mostly undeveloped and which allows the public the opportunity to view native plants and wildlife.  I do not include mowed lawns of private yards, golf courses, or other nonpublic spaces.  I would also include in the "open space" definition walking paths and bike paths that connect the open spaces and connect neighborhoods to each other.  I do not include established recreation facilities (e.g. tennis courts, baseball fields) as "open space" although they are also valuable in a community.  I would include agricultural areas as "open space," even though they are not public, and they should be preserved as often as possible.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

· Same as above, except I would differentiate lands from public and open spaces.        

· I agree with the definition above - but would like to see farm land included!  The cultivated fields are themselves an aesthetic asset.             
· Pretty much as described above, but with the addition of open space allows the area to maintain its semi-rural essence that it was founded on.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

· Poor descriptor.  Prefer more precise words such as a natural area, recreational facilities, or parks                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
· I agree with the above but feel a minimum 4-5 acres should be used unless a linear or area of special interest (historic or natural) is involved.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
· five acres or more of land without buildings or homes, such as; parks,  reservoirs and  wooded areas.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
APPENDIX C

SPECIFIC SUGGESTIONS:  FROM QUESTION WHERE THEY WERE ASKED TO ADD INFORMATION ABOUT QUALITIES OF OPEN SPACE.

Elaboration: Preserve ecosystem:

· Preserving ecosystems

· Riparian zones, species of special interest and high quality farmlands.

· preservation of riparian zones and wetlands

· Wildlife habitat 

· don't destroy the physical beauty around us don't pollute

· Trees--area if open.      

· Native plant species (important to pollinators and wildlife). Also connectivity for wildlife.   

· Preserving natural beauty    

· at least attempt to use indigenous plant material or materials likely to attract desirable wildlife

· Larger/older trees should be preserved; get rid of invasive plants      

· farmers should be more in tune with stream intake  

· forests   

· It is important for the preservation of species that undeveloped areas are interconnected, not in isolated pockets, so that wildlife can better move around in search of food, mates, and breeding sites, as well as away from danger.
· protecting watershed/providing habitat for wildlife-people don’t find them nuisance is important
· Native plant species (important to pollinators and wildlife). Also connectivity for wildlife.          

Elaboration: Preserve Historic places.

· Protect Harris townships historical character (needs to be defined) while planning development

Elaboration: Prevent development

· Stop all of this development!
· No more development   
· less development   

·  Development should be prevented for longer than 5 years    

·  Consider a 50 year prevention of development (5 years would be meaningless)                                                                         

· The impact of heavy development on existing residents 

· Development leads to more traffic, more people, more pollution. our ecosystem (water supply, sewage

· don't need more homes/ condos.; overrun with homes;room for better business; electric and water poor

· Keep farms as farm, forest as forest. prevent commercial development limit multi-family structure 

· keep farms as farm, forest as forest. prevent commercial development limit multi-family structure   

· limit number of homes/acre in new development areas Over-development should be avoided.  

· Over-development should be avoided.
· many development hurt adjacent land and development. no one ever thinks about wind blowing dirt        
· Retain rural feel and image. Not be Patton township. Taxes ok.
· never be developed                                                                                                                       
Elaboration: Recreation

· provides recreation

· a swimming pool

· I remember how long it took to get the park and I think that it was and still is important for the community

· need more recreation for kids  

· picnics, tennis courts
· Green spaces... parks and places to walk                                                                    
Elaboration: Accessibility

· open to the public dawn to dusk, non-motorized vehicles

· accessibility to public

· equal access for all  

· Water features (creek, pond) desired, night time use should be allowed.

· a balanced approach in needed. its very important to provide neighborhood easy access to green space

· accessibility and preservation are also important . 

· It should benefit all ages and those with disabilities 
· proximity to local businesses and homes.

· a balanced approach in needed. its very important to provide neighborhood easy access to green space.
· specifically prevent developments that block access to existing community used open space     
Elaboration: Connectivity

· Connecting existing neighborhoods to open spaces and existing bike routes to town

· providing a bike path 

· Since 70% of the twp is open space, we need connections between population center and open spaces

· The bike path that ends at the Military Museum could be connected to other locations.   

· Encourage foot and bicycle traffic  

· Bike Paths, often very sporadic and they need to be planned and work with other townships.
· Walk ways are importawnt to me (park--blue spring & Military Museum          
Elaboration: Township and regional plans

· Fits into a master plan for development of the region 
Saftey

· safety matters
· safety
· overall safety

· safe for walking, children and adults. decent levels ground not a old bank

· community development around the open space - safe areas for children

Agriculture
· Farm land should be preserved. I guess it is a little late for that. We can always import from China
· Community gardens - educational opportunity for community in eco-issues                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

· Agricultural lands should be pressured                                                              

· zoning of agricultural residential, and commercial districts
· agricultural lands 
· Greater emphasis on farm preservation
· I just feel we need to preserve more fields/farms in out township.                                                                                                                                                                                  
EDUCATION

· Educational settings for kids and babies.  
COST

· Cost (said by two people)

· preserving important but need to respect what is affordable relative to important issues
Development and maintenance of open space.
· Make it look nice.

· Aesthetic & visual character of the community
· no trashy housing development near open space. keep open areas and development up to H. T standard

· pleasing to the eye. natural looking..not a huge lawns to cut

· maintenance of open space in neighborhoods

· consistent development, not a hog log of the law invamet
· compatibility with contiguous properties incorporation of buffer zones 
· Balance better when developed, undeveloped and agriculture                             

· township upkeep, maintenance of open spaces 
· Green space  
· Green space, trees, shrubs, plants, etc should be in this area  
· street lights    

· possible road extension in the future     

· prevent water run off

· Parking, traffic, restroom facilities  

· Preserves communities

· Certain open space maintained by Gov; e.g., bike paths, ski trails in winter.
· Should be acknowledged as open space and make people aware of space and encourage to use 
· community development around the open space - safe areas for children              

OTHER comments
· when Route 322 needs to be expanded to 4 lanes - relocate through farmlands! 
· just keeping open spaces as much as possible                                                        
· Harris Township should be removed from the Center County growth ring 
· Requiring town supervisors to consult w/neighborhoods affected by development. Educating opportunities.
· Quality of life and maintaining community pride which includes care for all property large and small                      
· Anything I can think of would fall under one of the categories listed above. 
· Quaintness
· just keeping open spaces as much as possible
· Limit density of new development
· limit number of homes/acre in new development areas                                                 

· Presently chickens are allowed to run freely in the neighborhood. crowing at 5 am. destroying flowers  

· green space 
· public owned spaces                                                                                  

· Don't know what plans are                                                                           

· Don't know what township or regional plans are                                                                                                    

· family-friendly   

· Open space integrity is of utmost concern when dealing with PennDot

· The founding definition of open space is crucial.  

· Need for natural space to and on tax base   
· no taxes.Use interest.No change to land.EG.No parks,paths,recreation.Too many rules for own property                                                        
· Permanence

· Whether development would benefit or take away from the community at large.

· No dogs                         

· Proposed use for developed space, i.e. commercial vs residential  
· Open space is very important

· Open space preservation should be less about preventing development.  
· Landowner rights

· If the land is public or private. Private property rights must be preserved if property has value. 
· Property value, expensive buying their house.  Building land decreases price.   
· I believe we should have controls on open space but not 50% of one's land. 

· Do not compromise open space for workforce housing

· Public should be better informed, preserving open space should be choice on survey 

· Too much open space leads to more commuting, more pollution, and less desirability.      
· Encourage private sector to preserve open space   
· Development should be housing or apartments rather than industrial (near housing
· I think public is a term that has not been used at all though public use/ benefit seems to be the go
· Dump sites, access to stores.
· keep junk out of neighborhoods. Cars appliances, etc. weed ordinance less than 14 inches. 6?        
· How much it will cost the hardworking tax payers of Harris Township                                 

· I just don’t care about this topic much, sorry.
· Haven't thought about it                                                                                    
APPENDIX D
OTHER COMMENTS AT END OF SURVEY
PRO-PRESERVATION
· Preserving open space is one of the most important issues in Harris Township.  It contributes to the quality of our life in untold ways.  We enthusiastically support all efforts to preserve the open space that makes this an enjoyable and healthy community to live in.   

· Our family hopes that Harris Township's unique character and comforting environment be preserved as the larger State College Community increases in population, as well as Harris.    

· I feel special places and riparian zones should be protected before they are gone.  We also need to preserve some of the higher points in the valley area of the township so every one of them does not have a huge home perched atop it.     

· Open spaces and historic sites are what give Harris Township its unique and pleasant character. If we allow development and PennDot projects to run rough-shod through our communities we will lose all of the fragile character that we all love and revere. I strongly encourage the committee to do everything it can to advocate for the protection of open space in the area.   

· I know I've only recently moved into Harris Township, but the wide open spaces and sense of natural beauty was a big reason for me moving into the area.  There is a nice sense of community here, and if we are able to preserve these open spaces I am more likely to remain here long term.  I'm not opposed to progress or change, but I feel it needs to be managed.  Commercial development seems of minor importance considering the amount of businesses in the Centre Region.  Housing is a vital consideration for area growth, my only concern is an overdeveloped valley where our farm lands get converted into yet another collection of town homes, cookie-cutter new home construction, etc while existing homes remain unsold/unrented in the area.  

· I hope your survey has some impact on preserving open space! 

· I would also like Boalsburg to stay a rural residential town and surrounding areas to be predominately agricultural.    

· Open space is important for quality of life, one of many variables that make Harris Twp/Boalsburg a nice place to live.          

· The open space that Harris Township currently has is a perk to the community and the majority of people living in the area (and surrounding areas) utilize those spaces.  

· It would be great if surveys led to positive action to preserve open space. For 30 yrs, I've seen the unchecked development pressure to extend the regional growth lines. How many developments were in Harris Township 30 yrs ago?    

· Develop less in Harris Township Board of supervisors doesn't listen to the residents at all and fly by the seat of their pants.      

· I like the idea of putting money towards green space - I don't necessarily trust Harris supervisors to put it towards enhancing natural open space and not have Boal Mansion suck it all up.  I lean more towards environmental development - enhancing and preserving eco-systems.

· I would also like Boalsburg to stay a rural residential town and surrounding areas to be predominately agricultural.

· Keep Boalsburg unique in central PA for generations to come.

· While preserving open space is desirable, so is limiting development and the type of development.     

· Open spaces are very important 

· Having lived out west the idea of open space is very important to us as a family. The thing I like most about Boalsburg is that parts remind me of the west great views of the mountains and far enough from state college that we can see the stars.  Knowing that this is taking the step to preserve open space is very important.

· Please stop the development of farms, and please limit the number of rentals an individual or company can have. Turning many single family houses into rentals is not good for the neighborhood or the community. Renters typically don't care much about their community or neighborhood.     

· I feel that it is of the utmost importance for the people with the responsibility of planning for development in our township to realize that once open space has been used for development, there is no turning back.  I look at the new Liberty Hill development as well as the new development along Torrey Lane, and see many lots within those developments that have not been used, as well as very uninspired building designs and use of land.  This land will not, at least in the next 100 years if not longer, be available to reclaim for open space.  The same goes for the new development taking place across from the Dreibelbis Sports Complex.  We are giving up land that we may one day need to survive.  If we are going to make choices like this, we need to make them in an ecologically-conscious way, showing respect for the land and it's priceless value as a provider of life and nourishment.  Knowing that we do not know what the future holds.

· As you come to my neighborhood you pass 1 grass field...1 hay field. And below my house we have old farm fields and a woods. I have loved growing up here being able to spend time when I was little exploring the fields and woods. And would be really sad to see them developed. Even a single house. These fields might not seem like appealing or worth saving but they provide shelter for spring fawns, turkey poults, honey bees to gather pollen off the golden rod and other wild flowers, monarch catepillars, songbirds, and other animals. As an avid fisherman, hunter, and trapper I love being able to see Nature even when I'm not out doing these things. And hope I will be able to bring my kids back to the house I grew up in and they can still walk/play in the same woods and fields I did as a kid!   

· I would be very willing to donate to a conservation fund to protect open spaces.

· I was born and raised in Boalsburg as was my father- I would love for it to stay the same, to never change. this would be a wonderful thing, but probably not very likely! 
SPECIFIC REQUESTS
PRESERVE ECOSYSTEM

· It is important to me that the natural character of open space be preserved.  Any facilities should be minimal - trails, minimal signage, perhaps a small parking lot and/or outhouses.  I would prefer that there not be buildings (visitor center, concession stand, etc) or artificial landscaping, including athletic fields.

· Large/older trees should be preserved- get rid of invasive plants.       

PREVENT LIKELY DEVELOPMENT

· Don’t over develop.

RECREATION

· Some activities I would like to see: groomed trails for hiking and x-country skiing, areas for orienteering and geocaching, bird and butterfly habitats, dog walking areas (on leash).  Recommend restrooms or porta-Johns, parking areas.

· There aren't large parks for kids to play and families to gather.

· Green spaces... parks and places to walk   

· playgrounds, more activities on the playgrounds  

Connectivity 
· My highest open space priority is to connect the Boalsburg area with a trail up Tussey Mountain to the trail system at the top of the mountain.   

· Develop a walking trail from Boalsburg to the top of Tussey Mountain in order to give Township Residents access to the extensive open space that already exists (State Park).   

· Bike path from Tussey Mountain to village of Boalsburg.

· I would like more bike trails, especially one from Willowbrook to the Military Museum.

· Would love to have a bike path connected to the village part of Boalsburg from rt 45 (kaywood) and Willowbrook              

· Avid cyclist. I would like to see a bike path extended from downtown Boalsburg to Kaywood, Willowbrook, Huntridge, Tussy mtn.    

· There is no connectedness to bike paths or accessibility to other neighborhoods.   Riding a bike, running or walking along Route 45 is extremely dangerous.   There is only one way of ingress or egress into the neighborhood from Route 45 and during rush hour in the morning and evenings, it is extremely difficult to exit or enter the development.   

· I love Boalsburg and the amount of parks and open space.  Would like more bike/walking paths--all connected.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
CONSISTENCY WITH TOWNSHIP AND REGIONAL PLANS

· Township, regional plan should be consistent and not changed without public approval.   

· Item 8 is rather strange, since the township and regional plans should be designed to meet open space preservation goals, not the other way around.    

· Zoning consistent with impacts for development; update trees and landscape and architectural planning     

OTHER QUALITIES    

· [Safety] Construction of a mosquito-breeding water runoff retention pond--as in the adjacent Elksview Development--is the worst possible use of open space.  Also, how many parents' want their kids playing or exploring around an unmanned, unsupervised ole' drowning hole in the back yard?   
UN SUPPORTIVE COMMENTS, MOSTLY ABOUT SPECIFIC QUALITIES 

· Open space preservation is completely independent of historic preservation.  They should not be linked.    

· Do we need to be doing this for recreational purposes in both Harris Township and Ferguson
· That for a public open space to be vital it must be USED by the community, not just exist as a preserve unused and unvisited   

· Not all open space must be accessible to the public. Maintaining areas of openness to prevent urban sprawl is also a legitimate use of funding. However, open space that is public should be in both thickly settled areas (walkable / bikeable distance) and slightly remote areas. Night use is absolutely crucial-attending high school in the area I found very little to do at night except cause trouble. Unobtrusive police patrol is welcome, as are public sanctions to prevent mischief (close the area for a time if vandalism occurs, except for those willing to clean up; allow permits for such use to be issued over the phone).     
· I think preserving open space is important but not if it hinders the local economy from growing.  

· Harris Township needs to encourage business, particularly retail, within the township. I am concerned that the emphasis on preserving open space at the expense of business only degrades our tax base, makes our community less desirable (due to the inconvenience of even basic tasks like grocery shopping), and, LESS connected, as people don't transact and interact on a regular basis. (After all, they're too busy driving everywhere.) We need carefully conceived and maintained open spaces rather than open space for the sake of open space (or for the sake of being anti-business).        

NO TAXES

· Taxes are high enough

· Past governing in Harris should already [have] preserved open space use [through] county and state programs, enough taxes.

· Preservation of Land is a good idea in principle.  Any Tax increase at this time with the current state of the economy would in my opinion be irresponsible.   

· Do not try to push more taxation on us with this open space thinking- we already have thousands of areas in this TWP already. Do not push your liberal views on us!         

· I can't imagine paying even more in taxes!     

· I am all for preserving open and park space in all areas of township, people need a place to go! Keep what you have or add without taxes increasing.  

· Favoring open space is contingent upon not paying taxes for it.  

· Get government out of people’s lives
· I am a single homeowner & am finding it increasingly hard to continue to upkeep property & pay increasing property tax. 

ALTERNATIVES TO TAXATION, ALSO IMPLYING OR STATING NO TAXES

· Developers should be heavily taxed to create and maintain open space.

· Back to question 15 - developers who are so eager to sardine in houses here should have a healthy tax for this open space.  

· Regarding question 15 : you can keep open space without raising taxes simply follow the existing laws requiring development to leave certain amount of open space.          

· Set up a fund from extra taxes collected from new homes being built. Don't blow extra cash. Apply extra cash to future tax increases by some scale each year invest-invest-invest. Don't spend-spend.

· Open public spaces should be planned into development just like roads and utilities. The normal revenue of that development can support the open public space. No increased taxes are required. Land may also be donated with no increased taxes.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

· I would like to see some tax money spent on conservation, but with the economy, we're fighting to keep our jobs.  We've taken pay and benefit cuts.  Our employers keep cutting jobs too.  I would hope some grant money could be found.  

· Donations with tax write-offs for the contributor should be used instead of increasing taxes.

· No taxes. Use interest. No change to land. e.g..No parks, Paths, recreation. Too many rules for own property.

· We are taxed too much already and don't get enough in return. How about you sell all the open space and give proceeds to residents as a property tax rebate? This would probably result in the land being cared for better. See tragedy of the commons.    

· Set up a voluntary fund that tax payers can contribute if they want.  Taxpayers have a federal-State-county-local elected hands in their pockets.  Homeowners do not want any more taxes on their properties.  No more taxes.  
· Reduce spending in other areas to support this as a major priority. 
POSITIVE ABOUT HARRIS TOWNSHIP

· Keep up the good work, Boalsburg and the surrounding area's are beautiful

· I love Harris Twp. 

· Proud of our village!    

· Harris Township does a good job.  

· I love Boalsburg just as it is--Let's enjoy the peace and low crime and let big cities grow.  I'll talk to anyone who wants to talk about this.   

· Boalsburg is perfect!   

· I appreciate the township concern about open space    

POSITIVE ABOUT SURVEY

· This survey is a lesson in how survey research should be conducted!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

· Thanks for your efforts!     

· This is a valuable project.

· Thank you for taking this survey and being interested in residents opinions! Well done!

· Thanks for the survey. This is the first time in many, many years that I have been asked for my opinion for Harris Twp. Action.  Next time include and addressed envelope for better response. It doesn't have to pre-stamped.

· Thank you for doing this.  It is very important to me that green space / nature is preserved in Harris Township.        

· Thank you for taking the time to inquire.

· Good luck with your study.    
· Appreciative of students getting involved in out of university activities, and she really appreciates the psych dept, and would help other projects.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

NEGATIVE ABOUT HARRIS TOWNSHIP

· I am very disappointed in how the township is holding the development of rocky farm. Shameful.

· The Rockey [farm] development is very sad for the Harris TWP. Also the farm looks my house will be [tortured] with wind driven dirt and refuse. Second real estate agents have already told me my home value has dramatically suffered due to the purposed development and yet I still pay EXORBITANT taxes. I am probably forced to sell and leave!!   

· Plan for development of Rocky farms adds too much population [density] to this community.

· There are more important issues at this time in everyone's lives than to worry about open spaces and no new developing.  Harris Township only allows developers they want into our township.

· Develop less in Harris Township. Board of supervisors doesn't listen to the residents at all and fly by the seat of their pants.

· It is their greed and Harris Township's lack of foresight that forces need for open space to be legislated.

· I'm sick of the low income/subsidized housing in Harris Township. No more!     

· It seems to me the TWP is developing to fast. The traffic signals that we installed because of Liberty Hills, was a totally uncalled for. They are not needed and cost money, there is no work traffic rush involved by the residents.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

· Don't allow developers & owners of developable space to serve on planning boards, local government.

· The quiet town of 58 yrs ago is gone. The village is surrounded by people whose interests are elsewhere, such as state college, university and sports activities as well as churches. Religious organizations. 
· I think Boalsburg and Harris Township has experienced a more growth than I like.  I moved to Boalsburg because it was a quieter place than State College.  I feel that the township planners and supervisors are just caving into COG's wims and allowing developers to do whatever they want.  The supervisors are allowing the development of land that is a natural stopping annual place for geese.  They do not seem to care about how this development affects the natural surroundings.  Frankly, I wish they would stand up to [township staff] and COG.  [The Staff] does not have Boalsburg's best interests in mind.  Also, please take Boalsburg out of COG's growth ring.  We do NOT need the development.  COG should focus on State College and put workforce housing along North Atherton in place of all the banks that have gone in over the last 2-3 years.     
NEGATIVE ABOUT SURVEY:

· It is not possible to complete this survey in any rational fashion without knowing more. (a)What motivated the proposal i.e. what do the supervisors have in mind, for example to control growth, or to limit it, (b) Where is the undeveloped land: located, within the contiguous developed area (very little there), or outside it. This would determine answers to several of the questions. (c) What needs for the as yet undeveloped land have actually arisen, or is this a solution in search of a problem.   It seems premature to ask residents to comment on an issue which it appears has not been given enough preliminary thought.

· Yes !!!!I would like to say something about the principal investigator [….] After trying to call multipliable time getting a voice mail I gave up trying.  With that said, I hope she's more accountable in class then out. Hope she's there for the students. Step up.    

· Disturbed by the questionnaire design in terms of clarity and ability to judge study (by student surveyor) purpose in a non-prejudiced fashion.

· 1. Connectivity green space is important goal  2. Questionnaire should have asked people to identify (ranks) uses of green space important to the (ex outdoors sports..., hiking, biking, bird watching....) playing fields, picnic facilities   

OTHER NOTABLE COMMENTS     
· 322 has become increasingly noisy - can anything be done about it?                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
· Relocate the existing 2 lane Rte 322 to through farmland
· maintaining open space- in neighborhoods  
· In Russia there are community clean-up days every spring. Harris Township should consider the same sort of thing. The stream behind Centre Estates (Greek stream) is very dirty and polluted, so much that it is not accessible or enjoyable.  
· Development by real estate construction companies should also include clauses which require sufficient contributions to Harris Township in both financial terms (beyond types) and planning.  Too often the twp. is left "holding the bag" after developers have taken their financial gains and moved on.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
· There is an open field between Belle and Kimport Aves that I would like to remain open. Also, the road needs streetlights, lampposts and sidewalks for safety.   

· I would like to know what types of open spaces are available to preserve.   

· Don't build the work-force housing in the new Kaywood development. PLEASE FORWARD.

· With the warm weather, I have noticed a steady stream of traffic of people with their dogs going to the Shingletown Gap.  When you are walking on Mountain Road, there are times you are almost run over by speeding cars (I don't mean 55 mph, but fast for such a narrow road and not two lanes in some places), a lot are groups of teenager all loaded in one car.  They don't even seem to notice you or slow down when they see you.   I want everyone to enjoy the Shingletown Gap, because it's a GREAT hiking area that takes you all over the mountain....I just feel unsafe walking on Mountain Road and you need to stay alert.  Along with preserving the land and making recreational areas, comes loitering, parties and possible trouble, so you need to keep in mind that you may need the funds to control the problems that may arise.       

· Semi-annual report meetings/things in general.  Report surveys to town and/or hold a meeting.

· I have not heard about the oldest tree.  I submitted a photo in the fall.  Well??    

· Monitor the use of natural resources, such as individuals who cut firewood from currently, unregulated properties, etc.       

· Keep junk out of neighborhoods. Cars appliances, etc. weed ordinance less than 14 inches. 6?   

