Executive Summary

2010 Open Space Preservation Survey

Background

In 2010, the Ad Hoc Open Space Committee worked cooperatively with Dr. Janet Swim and students in her Conservation Psychology class at Penn State to complete a survey of Township residents. The survey gauged residents’ interest in preserving open space, the types of open space residents would be interested in preserving and support for a dedicated tax increase to fund open space activities.

Methodology

712 randomly selected households were mailed surveys in spring 2010. Each household was given the option of responding in multiple ways: online; by returning the survey to the Township office, to a Penn State student or to Dr. Swim; or with assistance from a Penn State student.

· 390 households completed the survey (representing a 55 percent response rate)

· 237 households could not be contacted

· 76 households refused to complete the survey

· 6 households could not participate due to language barriers

Findings

· 96 percent of the respondents thought Harris Township should preserve open space.

· Respondents favored preserving open space for ideological reasons (preserving ecosystems and historical sites and preventing development) more so than increasing the land’s functionality.

· Of the 75 percent of households who answered the taxation question:




- 73 percent supported a tax increase to fund open space activities




- The lowest provided option (.5 mils) was the most preferred 



   option (31 percent selected this answer)




- The remaining 42 percent favored a 0.7, 1.0 or 1.5 mils option

· 5 percent of the respondents noted the importance of not increasing taxes and/or of using alternative funds for open space preservation

· 6 percent elaborated on the importance of preservation

The entire study can be viewed online at www.harristownship.org.

